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MY LORD, 



AS the advantages, which I eiijg; 

from accompanying your Lordfhip on y 

travels, enabled me to collect mateyial^ ' 
•t ~ ■' ~ 
for this work, it cannot be infcribed to any 

other perfon, with fo much propriety, as 

to your Lordfhip. You, ' I flatter myfelf, 

will recollect with pleafure the refult of 

thofe inquiries to which you were particu- 

a a larly 



DEDICATION. 

larly attentive; and I am happy in this 
public opportunity of exprefling my grate- 
ful fenfe of your Lordfhip's friendfhip and 
patronage. 

r 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's 

Much obliged, 
And obedient 

1 Humble Servant, 
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?' R E F A , C E 

TO THE FIRST EDITION OF 1784. 

*T*HESE volumes contain the refult of that intelli- 
-*• gence which I colle&ed, and thofe obfervations 
which occurred, during my travels through the northern 
kingdoms of Europe; and I think it my duty to (late 
my authorities. 

In regard to Poland, I was honoured with information 
from perfoos'of the highefi rank and authority; and 
fortunately obtained poffeflion of lbme original letters 
written from Warfaw, before and during the Partition, 
which have enabled me to throw a confiderable light 
over that interefting period. I prefume, therefore, that 
the account of Poland comprehends many particulars, 
which have not been hitherto prefented to the public. 

With refpect to Ruffia, as the JEmprefs herfelf deigned 
to anfwer fome queries relative to the ftate of the public 
prifons*; this gracious condefcenfion in fo great a So- 
vereign -could not but facilitate my further inquiries. 

To this Imuft add, that the late celebrated hiftorian, 
Mr. Muller, favoured me with various communications 
on fome of themoft important and intricate parts of the 
Ruffian annals ; and pointed out to me the moil approv- 
ed writers on that empire. 

The nature of the Swedifli government rendered the 
fources of information eafy of accefs; and, fince my re* 
turn to England, feveral Swedi/h gentlemen, well verfed 
in the conftitution of their country, have fupplied much 
additional intelligence. 

• See vol. III. p. 132. 
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VI PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

As the materials which I acquired in Denmark were 
lefs extenfive than thofe colle&ed in the other parts, the 
account of that kingdom is confined to thofe circum~ v 
fiances which I was able to afcertain; it being my invari- 
able refolution never to adopt uncertain accounts, but to 
adhere folety to thofe facts which appeared to be deriv- 
ed from the moft ujiqueftionable authorities. 

In the hiftorical relations, I had recourfe to many 
Englifti and foreign authors, particularly to feveral Ger- 
man writers of unimpeached veracity, who were refident 
for a considerable time in fome of the Northern king* 
doms, and from whom I have drawn many anecdote* 
not known to the Engliih reader. 

Throughout this work, I have fcrupuloufly cited the 
authors whom I have confulted ; and have fubjoined a 
lift of the principal books employed on this occafion, 
with an explanation of the references by which they are 
diftinguiftied. 

I cannot clofe this preface without eipreffing my ob- 
ligations to Mr. Wraxall, Mr. Pennant, and Dr. Pulte- 
ney, for their refpective affiftance, acknowledged in the 
courfe of the work. General Floyd alfo claims my 
fincereft thanks for communicating his accurate Jour- 
nal of our Tour; to whofe obfervations and defcrip- 
tions, befides the extracts in the following pages, I 
gratefully confefs my felf indebted for many interfiling 
particulars. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FOURTH EDITION OP 179* 

THE Author publifhed the firft edition of this work 
in 17^4; and the favourable manner in which the 
public received it, induced him to give another volume, 
including a continuation of thofe observations, which a 
fubfequent journey into the northern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope, in 1784 and 1785, enabled him to make; more 
particularly an account of thofe countries which he did 
not vifit in his former tour; namely, Jutland, Norway, 
Livonia, and Courland. He was likewife enabled to 
make confiderable additions to the account of Den- 
mark. • 

In the prefent edition, thofe parts which relate to the 
fame fubje& have been thrown together, and the re- 
maining chapters of the additional volume arranged in 
as conne&ed a manner as the nature of the work would 
admit. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FIFTH EDITION. 

I tro nofc deliver the fifth edition of this work ho life 
fniUic without the moil grateful recollection of its fa- 
vourable reception, both in this and in foreign coun- 
tries, and 'with a confeiocs fatisfadion, that, although 
k wfe the firft fyfiematic account of the northern king* 
doms, no material error has been difco*ercd« In pie-' 
paring it for the prefs, I have omitted no opportunity' 
to correct inaccuracies, and to fupply fuch additional 
information as was requifite to elucidate the final diri- 
fion of Poland, and the other great changes which have 
taken place in the northern kingdoms. I have added 
an account of the death of Catharine the Second, and 
intereiling anecdotes of the amiable and unfortunate 
Staniflaus, of Prince Orlof, Prince Poteinkin, and Mor- 
ihal Suwarof. I have alfo given farther observations- 
on the Britifh trade with Rufiia, and, in all cafes where I 
could procure accurate information, have brought down 
the ftatements of the finances and population to the pre- 
fent time. 

By the deaths of many perfcns from whom I received 
information, I now have it in my power to difclofe many 
refpeciable authorities, which delicacy prevented mc 
from quoting in my former editions. The king of Po- 
land himfelf condefcended to impart much fecret in- 
telligence, and ordered a gentleman, verfed in the 
hiftory tfiid laws of Poland, to communicate all the in- 
formation which I required on that complicated form 

of 



X ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTH EDITION', 

of government. Hence I was enabled to give a more 
accurate and detailed account of the hiftory and con- 
ftitution of Poland, than had ever before been pre- 
fented to the public* 1 was likewife indebted to^Count 
Stacfcelberg, Ruffian embafTador at Warfaw, from the 
time of the firft Partition to my fecond vifit in 1785, 
for various anecdotes relative to that and fubfequent 
events. Alfo to Sir Thomas Wroughton, Britiih cpnful 
at St. Peterfburgh at the time of the Revolution, envoy 
at Warfaw during the Partition, and finally minifter at 
the court of Stockholm. Count Solmes, Pruflian mi* 
nifter at the court of Petdriburgh, read to me a narra^ 
tive of the principal events of the life and reign of Ca* 
tharine the Second, which he had colle&ed during a re- 
fidence of twenty years, and from which I was enabled 
to throw great light on the Hiftory of the Revolution, 
and of Prince Ivan. 

The reader will find other authorities refpecting par- 
ticular anecdotes, interfperfed throughout the work^ 
which, from motives of prudence, I could not difclofe 
in the former editions. 



Bemerton, Jan. I, i8o2« 
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IN the former editions of this work I reduced the 
Ruffian money to the Englifh ftandard, and eftimated 
a rouble at 4*. or five to a pound fterling; which, in 
1778, was nearly its average value. When Peter the 
Great reformed the coinage, he propofed making the 
value of a rouble equal to a rix-dollar, or about 4*. 6d. ; 
at which rate, with a fmall fluctuation owing to acci- 
dental circumftances, it continued till the commence- 
ment of the Turkifh war in 1770. Since that period the 
alteration of the coin reduced the intrinfic value, as 
tried in the mint of London, to 3*. £<2. Hie excefs of 
the imports -above the exports, the number of remit- 
tances neceffary for the payment of the troops em- 
ployed againft the Turks, and the great quantity of pa- 
per money in circulation, have ftill farther contributed 
todiminifh the value of the rouble in exchange with 
foreign countries; and it has been more than once fe 
low as 2$. 4|d. Its prefent value is 2*. 6d. 



Bemerton, Jan, i, ilo*. 
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POLAND* 



HISTORY and GOVERNMENT, 

BOOK I. 

C rt A t>. i. 

JUfearches into the origin and progrefe of the Polifli government* 
—Inquiry into the caufes of the gradual ' diminution of royal 
prerogative, and eftablilhment of ah ele&ive monarchy.— Licen- 
tious power and conduct of the nobles.-*-£ad effetts of ariUdi 
vratical authority. 

V 

IT is difficult to inveftigate in any country the 
origin and progrefs of its eoilftitutibn ; be~ 
taufe the beginning of all hiftory is involved in 

> 

obfeurity, and becaufe that body of laws and 
ufagesj which forms the effence of every govern- 
tnent, is not created in a particular" period, or by 
k fingle event, but generally refults from a feries 
of circumftances which cannot be feparately 
discriminated. In Poland, however, the politi- 
cal obferver has this lingular advantage; the 
Various occurrences from w r hich the extraprdi* 
vol, i, M nary 
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<2 P O U K D. B< I- 

nary form of government was gradually derived, 
have been developed by a fucceffion of accurate 
hiftorians *, fome of whom flourifhed foon after 
the aera when the moft important articles of the 
conftitution were eftablifhed. By means of their 
authentic narratives we are enabled to trace, by 
what means a monarchy once nearly abfolute, 
funk, in the courfe of a few centuries, without 
any depofition of the prince or violent convul- 
fion, into a ftate of almoft total ariftocracy. 

A brief inquiry into the principal incidents 
which produced this remarkable conftitution, 
accompanied by fuch political reflexions as the 
progrefs of the detail fuggefts, will properly in- 
troduce a view of Poland in its prefent ftate. 

The fovereigns of Poland are ufually ranged 
in four claffes or periods : 

l. Of the houfe of Lefko. 2. Of Piaft. 
3. OfJaghellon. 4. Of different families, 

i.. As the firffj' period is allowed to be fabu- 
lous, the beft Poliih hiftorians ufually commence 
their narratives at the fecond aera. 

.*» 2. The 

* Dlugoffius, the father of Poiifh hrftory, was bom in 141^, only 
45 years after the demife of Cafimir the Great, from whofereiga 
Poland dates her written laws» He begins his hiftory from the 
earlieft period of the Poiifti annals, and tarries it down to the year 
1480. 

f The fabulous ftory of Leflco II. is as follows: Upon the death 
of Leflco I. duke of Poland, a race was appointed on horfeback, 
and the viftor was to be nominated fovereign, Lefzec, one of the 

1 candidates, 
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C. It H,I a T O B T. S 

fi. The early part even of this epoch has an 
air of romance ; and the account of Piaft, who 
gave his name to a line of kings, and from whom 
all the natives of Poland who have afcended the 
throne are called Piaft, is a feries of fictions. v By 
fome, he is faid to have been a wheelwright, by 
others, a common peafant, and by all, to have 
gained the crown through the vifible interpofi- 
tion of two angels. Nor indeed can we expe& 
any faithful accounts of a people buried in bar- 
barifm, wholly without letters, and immerfed in 
Pagan fuperftition. We cannot therefore date 
the authenticity of the Polifli annals earlier than 
the acceflion of Miciflaus II. the fourth fove- 
reign of the line of Piaft, in 964. From his reign 
Poland began to be connefted with Germany ; 
the hiftorians of which country, as well as thpfe 
of Sweden and Denmark, throw a confiderable 
light upon Polifli affairs before the exiftence of 
hatfve hiftorians* 

According to fome writers, during the whole 
of the fecond period the monarchy was ele&ive, 

and 

candidates, in order to fecure the vi&ory, ftrewed part of the 
cottrfe with nails, leaving a clear paflage for his own horfe. This 
ftratagem Was difcovered by another of the candidates, and made 
known to the people : the latter rofe, maflacred Lefzec, and pro- 
claimed the other duke, who aflumed the name of Lefko II. The 
*ra in which this Leflco reigned is fo uncertain, that fome hifto- 
rians refer, it to the 6th, others to the 7th, and even to the 8th 
century, 
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and the fovereigh ppwer limited ,' according to 
others the crown was hereditary, and its autho- 
rity abfolute. But this difference of opinibn 
may be eafily reconciled; the crown feemed 
hereditary from its continuance in the fame fa- 
mily ; but had an ele$ive appearance, becaufe, 
on the death of the king, his fucceffor was 
formally # nominated and recognized in &n af- 
fembly of the nobility and clergy of the realm. 
With refpeft to the extent of the king's autho- 
rity, his power, as in the generality of feudal 
governments, when exercifed by an able and en-* 
terprifing prince, triumphed over all controul ; 
but, in the hands of a weak fovereign, was eafily 
reftri&ed by the afcendancy of a licentious -and 
warlike nobility. 

Towards the clofe of this fecond period, 1347*. 
Cafimirthe Great reftrained the turbulence of 
the principal barons, and granted certain immu- 
nities to the nobles and gentry. This great mo- 
narch was aware, that no other expedient could 
introduce order into this kingdom, than a limi- 
tation of the vaft influence pdfleffed by the 
t Palatines or principal nobility; and had he 
been fucceeded by a line of hereditary mo- 
narchs, probably the barons would not have re- 

• Lengnich, Jus Publicum Regni Polbniae, v. I. p. 48. 
f Palatinorum et judicum infinita poteftas cocrcita eft, &c 
Sarnicius, p. Mfi, 

covered 
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covered their former afcendancy, and the feudal 
fyftem would have been gradually annihilated 
in Polarfd, as in other countries of Europe. 

But his nephew and fucceflbr Louis, king of 
Hungary, being a foreigner, was obliged to ra- 
tify certain conditions, which circumfcribed the 
prerogative of the crown, and mcreafed the power 
of the barons and inferior nobles. He agreed 
that np taxes fhould be impofed without the 
confent of the nation ; and that in cafe of hit 
demife without male heirs, the privilege of ap- 
pointing a fovereign fhould revert to the body 
of nobles*. In confequence of this agreement, 
Louis afcended the thrpne without opposition, 
and having no fons, fecured the fuceeffion to his 
ibn-in-law the Emperor Sigifmond, married to 
his eldeft daughter Maria, by promifing to di- 
minjfli the taxes, repair the fortreffes at his own 
expence, and confer no dignities or offices upon 
foreigners f. 

3. The third period begins upon the death of 
Loais, 1382, whefi the Poles politically fetafidtf 
^Sigifmond, who would have been formidable to 
their 'newly-acquired immunities, and raifed to 
the throne Ladiflaus Jaghellon duke of Lithua- 
nia, who confirmed all the (lipulations of Louis, 

# DIngoflius, Lib. IX.* p. 1102, &c. 

f See Lengnicb, Pac.Con, Aug. III. Pref. p. 5. 
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and efpoufed Hedwige, youngeft daughter of the 
deceafed monarch. 

By the renunciation of Louis, the kings of 
Poland being divefted of the right to impofe 
taxes without the confent of the nation, Ladif- 
laus affembled the nobles * in their refpe&ive 
provinces to obtain an additional tribute, 
Thefe provincial aflemblies gave birth to the , 
dietines, which, however, no longer retain the 
power of railing money, but only eleft the nun* 
tios or reprefentatives for the general diet, 

Ladiflaus III. fon of Ladiflaus Jaghellon,' pur- 
chafed his nomination to the fucceffion, during 
the life of his father, by a confirmation of all the 
privileges above enumerated, which he folemnly 
y ratified at his acceffion. 

Under Cafimir HL f his brother and fucceffor, 
further innovations Unfavourable to regal prero- 
gative were introduced. One of the principal 
changes in this reign, which laid the foundation 
of ftill more important revolutions in the Polifli 
government, was the convention of a national . 
diet inyefted with the fole power of granting 
fupplies. Each Palatinate or province was per- 
mitted to fend to this gteperal diet, befide the 
, Palatines and other principal barons, a certain 

* Prelatoram, Baronum ct Militarium. Le&gnich, Jus Pub. 
vol. II. p. 35. 
f Sometimes called Cafimir .IVV 

' ' number. 
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number of nuntios or reprefentatives* chofen by 
the nobles and burghers*. This reign is there* 
fore confidered by the popular party as the aera, 
at which the freedom of the conftitution was 
permanently eftablifhed. Cafimir being engag- 
ed m unfuccefsful wars, which exhaufted the 
toyal treafures, was under the rifeceffity of apply- 
ing repeatedly to the diet for fubfidies ; almoft 
every fupply was accompanied with a lift of 
grievances, and- produced a (till further diminu- 
tion of the prerogative. In Poland, as in all feu? 
dal governments, the barons, at the head of their 
vaffals, are bound to fight in defence of the 
kingdom : before the reign of Cafimir ill. the 
king could require fuch military fervices ; but 
this monarch, in compenfation for a pecuniary 
aid, renounced f the power of fummoning the 
nobles to his fiandard, and even agreed not to 
enaft laws without the concurrence of the na- 
tional diet 

John Albert, fecond fon of Cafimir, being 
ele&ed in preference to his elder brother Ladif- 
laus, king of Hungary and Bohemia, affented, 
without hefitation, to all the immunities extort- 



* See Chap. 8. for proof that the burghers were permitted to 
fend reprefentatives. 

f Quod nullas conftitutiones faceret, neque terrigenas ad hel- 
ium moveri mandaret, abfque conventions communi in finguli* 
tcrris inftityendi. Conft. Pol. v. I. p. tS6. 
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ed from his predeceffors, and fwore to their ob^ 
fervance in a general # diet held at Petrikau, 

1469. 
Alexander, his brothpr and fucceffor declared, 

in 1 50£, the following limitations of fovereign 
authority to he fundamental laws of the king* 
dom: the king cannot impofe taxes ; nor require 
the feudal fervices ; nor alienate the royal do-, 
mains j nor enaft laws ; nor coin money ; nor ak 
ter the procels in the courts of juftfce, 

Sjgifmond L fucceeded Alexander? a Polifh 
hiftorian j" fpeaking of his reign, exclaims with 
much Indignation, " The king is almoft deftitute 
of power, he cannot procure any fubfidy on the 
moft prefling emergency, for carrying on war, 
0r for the portion of his daughters, without in- 
creafing the privileges of the mobility." Not-r 
wjthftanding, however* this exclamation, we 
cannot forbear remapking that the power of le- 
vying taxes at difcretion is the moft formidably 
engine of .defpotic authority: the acquisition of 
it by themonarchs of France finally fub verted the 
liberties of that kingdom $ and it was made the 
firft objeft of refiftance by the aflertors of freedom 
in our own country. If indeed we were inclined 
to point, out any particular period, at which the 
Polifh conftitution attained its moft perfeft ftate, 
lyp fjipuld perhaps fix on the reign of Sigifmond I.' 

* Conft.Pol. v. J. p. 294., f Orichoyhist 

when 
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when the peifon and property of the fubjfeft 
were fecured by ample provifions, and the crown 
ftill retained confiderable influence. But the time 
was arrived, when an inordinate paflion for li- 
berty led the nobles to render the throne wholly 
elefti ve, and at each election to continue their en* 
croachments upon the regal authority, until the 
king was reduced to a mere pageant. . The firft 
public attempt towards eftabliihing this favourite 
ebjeft, a free ele&ion of the king, was brought 
forward in the reign of Sigifmond Auguftus, fon 
and fucceffor of Sigifmond the Firft, who was con* 
ftrained, in 1 550, to agree, that no future monarch 
fhould fucceed to the throne urilefs freely elected 
by the nation. 

The death of Sigifmond Auguftus without if* 
fue gave efficacy to this conceffion, which might 
otherwife have been countera&ed by the popu- 
larity and influence of a % claimant by hereditary 
fucceffion. For during the Jaghellon line, the 
fcvereigns, although formally raifed to the throne 
by the confent of the nation, ftill refted their 
pretenfions upon hereditary right, a* well as upon 
this confent, always ftyling themfelves heirs of 
the kingdom of Poland- Sigifmond Auguftus, in 
whom the male line of the Jaghellon family be* 
pame extinft, wa$ the laft who bore that title*. 



* I^ngnicb, Jus Pub. v. I, p. 59* 
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4. The fourth period commences from the tie* 
mife of Sigifmond Auguftus, in 157% when all 
title to the' crown from hereditary right was 
formally abrogated, and abfolute freedom of 
ele&ion eftablifhed. At this sera, a charter of im- 
munities was drawn up at a general diet, to be 
ratified by the new fovereign before his eleftion. 
The ground-work of this charter, termed in the 
Poliih law Pa 8a Conv&tta, was the whole body 
of privileges obtained from Louis and his fuc- 
ceffors, with thefe additions ; l . the king to be 
de&ive, and his fucceffor never to be appointed 
during his life ; 2. the diets to be aflembled every 
two years ; 3. every * noble or gentleman in the 
whole realm to have a vote in the diet of election ;. 
4. fliould the king infringe the laws and privileges* 
of the nation, his fubje&s were abfolved from 
their oaths of allegiance, From this period the 
Pa8a Convent l a, occasionally enlarged, have been 
confirmed by every fovereign at his coronation. 

Henry of Valois, duke of Anjou and brother 
of Charles IX. king of France, fecured his elec- 
tion, as well by private bribes to the nobles, as by 
promifing an annual penfion to the Republic from 
the revenues of France- His example was fol- 
' lowed by each fucceeding fovereign, who, be* 
fide an unconditional ratification of the PaBa 
Cowcentd) has always purchafed the crown by a 

• See the definition of a Noble/ Chap. 8. 
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public largefs and by private corruption, circum- 
ftances which endear an ele&i ve monarchy to the 
Poles. 

Under Stephen Bathori, the regal power wa* 
further circumfcribed by the appointment of fix- 
teen refident fenators chofen at each diet, to at* 
tend the king, and to give their opinion in all 
matters of importance, which prevented him from 
ifluing any decree without their confent*. An* 
other fatal blow was alfo given to the prerogative 
in 1578, by annihilating the fupremejurifijidion, 
pi the power of judging in the kift refort the 
caufes of the nobles, excepting fuch as arife 
within a fmall di fiance | of the royal refidence. 
It was enafied, that without the concurrence of 
the king each palatinate or province (hould eleft in 
their dietines their own judges, who ihould form 
fupreme courts of juftice, called Tribunalia Reg- 
pi%, and that in thefe courts the caufes of the no- 
bles flbould be decided finally and without ap- 
peal, a mode of judicature which prevails to this 
day. 

• This appointment was macje in 1573, under Henry, but did not 
take (dace till the reign of Stephen. Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 344* 

?1. 44. ' 

f The courts exercifing juftice in the king's name within the 
diftrift are called AfTeflbria Regni. Until the death of, John So- 
bkflti, the king* judged frequently in perfon, but thisceafed to be 
the cuftom from the time of Auguftus II. and the Great Chancellor 
now exercifes, in his Majefly** name, that branch of royal prero- 
gative. 

J Lengnich, Jus Pub, v. IL p. 536 

The 
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The turbulent reign of John Cafimir wa* mark- 
ed by the introdu6tion of the Liberum Veto*, or \ 
the power which each nuntio claims or exercifes 
of interpofing a negative, and, in confequence 
of that interpofition, of breaking up the diet ; a 
privilege which the fovereign himfelf does not 
poffefs, lind which has principally contributed to 
deftroy the true balance 6f the Polifli conftitu* 
tion. - ' 

But the king was ftill the fountain of honour ; he 
ponferred the principal dignities and great offices 
of the republic, and beftowed the Starofties, or 
Royal fiefs, , which are held during the lifetime 
of the poffeffor. Hence he ftill maintained ,great 
influence in the councils of the nation ; but this 
laft folitary branch of royal prerogative #as wreft- 
ed from the crown at the eftabliihment of the 
Permanent Council in I773f» 

Thus it appears, that, from' the time of 'Louis 
to the prefent period, the nobles have continued 

to diminifh the regal authority, and to augment 
their own privileges. Many of the conceffions 
which they obtained from the fovereigns of the 
Jaghellon line, we*e juft and reafonable, and tend- 
ed only to eftablifli an equitable degree of free- 
dom. When, however, an abfolute right to dif- 
pofe of the crown gave repeated opportunities of 
prefcribing unconditional terms to every candi* 

9 For an account of the JUbcruiii Veto, fee Chap. 6. 
f §ee Chap, c, 

date 
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date for the throne, they were no longer content 
with that equal diftribution of power, which is 
the excellence of a limited monarchy, but a£ 
pired to, and nearly attained, a direft ariftocracy 
tinder a regal form. 

FrcWi this general retiew of the revolution* in 
the conftitulion of Polatid, we may infer, that, 
notwithftandlngtheifboafted liberty, the Poles are 
by no means free. Indeed their hiftorians, how- 
ever they may diflfer iii other points, unanimoufly 
agree in reprobating their affe&ation of liberty, 
the fliadow rather than the reality of freedom, 
which is in faft merely a turbulent fyftem of 
ariftocratic licentioufnefs, where a few members 
of the community are above the controul of law, 
and the majority excluded from its prote&ion. Wt 
iliould fuppofe, that, if in any inftance they were 
free, it would be in the deftion of a king, one 
of their moft vaunted privileges ; yet Sarnifki ad- 
dreffes the Poles with great truth in the follow- 
ing words : " Turn over your annals, and you 
will fcarcely find a fingle example of a free elec- 
tion V Another Polifh hiftorian, the celebrated 
Staniflaus Lubienfki bifhop of Plotfko, juftly 
contends that the Poles, free as they pretend to 
be, are abfolutely in a ftate of flavery, to which 
they have been reduced by an 'incpnfiderate pal- 

• Revolvite annalcs vcftros, vix nil urn exemplum libera ele&i- 
onis invenietis. 

lion 
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fion for liberty *. In a word, it is evident from 
the hiftory of this country, that the Poles were 
more ' free at home, and more independent and 
flourishing abroad, when the fovereign had greater 
authority, when the nobles affifted at the diets 
without the privilege of diffolving them, and 
when they fubmitted themfelves and their pea* 
fants to the jurifdi&ion of the king. The proof 
of this affertion is founded on thefe fa&s : 

1. The wretched ftate of the towns compared 
with their former flourifliing condition, during 
the reigns of the Jaghellon family, when the 
burghers even poffeffed a right of fending nun- 
tios to the dietsf. 2. The miferable condition of 
the peafants, the increafe of whofe oppreffion hn» 
correfponded with the increafe of the power of 
the nobles ; for when the king loft his weight in 
the conftitution, this moft numerous and ufeful 
order of fociety loft their chief prate&or. s. A 
total confufion introduced into the admini fixation 
of public affairs, and a ftate of anarchy, which 
prevents deliberation, and delays the adoption 
of neceffary meafures even in times of the moft 
prefling emergency. 4. The decline of the im- 
portance, and diminution of the Poliih territories. 

• Expendamus paululum ftatum reipublicae : incbnfultus liber- 
tatls amor dum iidem leges feruht, qui poenis obnoxii funt, et im- 
pimitatis defiderio, juris, quo tot faculis patria ftetit, convellunt 
fundamenta, nos eo redegit ut libtri pejjimo cuiyuefewiamus. p. 194. 

fSeeCfcap. 8. . 

For 
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For a kingdom containing near fourteen mil- 
lion inhabitants, if well regulated, would never 
have fallen an eafy prey to the ambition of its 
neighbours; its internal itaength, afMed by its 
natural alliances, would have protra&ed, if not 
prevented, the difmemberment. Nor are the fe- 
tal effe&s of the evils inherent in the constitution 
yet fully exhaufted ; the fame incapacity of re* 
fitting the encroachments of neighbouring pow- 
ers, which rendered the Poles paffive during the 
late partition, will render them equally fubmiffivei 
when future claims fhall be urged by a fimilar 
combination, and compel them to acquiefce un- 
der any pretentions, however chimerical or un» 
juft. 

In fhort, anarchy and confuiion are not onjy 
tolerated, but are even fuppofed by the nobles to 
be neceffary for the fupport of the conftitution, 
in conformity to a national proverb, that " Po- 
landfubjifts by anarchy." In oppofition to this 
abfurd idea, Sarnifki advifes his countrymen no 
longer to fuffer the republic to be governed by 
chance, or tq fubmit to the call of the die the 
adminiftration of affairs, on which their very 
exiftence as a nation depends *. 

• Non condemnetis (fays Sarnifki, in the (hiking palTage to 
which I allude, and of which it is impoflible to preferve the fpirit 
in a translation) quxfo prudentiflimorum virorum confilia 5 new 
finatis amplius cafu rempublicam regi, nee permittatis dubue al$x 
res, in quibus vita et mors, falus et interims, ad limen fedent* 

King 
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$ing Staniflaus Letzinflri and the ^b£ Ko* 
narfki are the moft celebrated of the modern 
Polifh authors, who have expofed in the ftrongeft 
colours the diforders of the government, and 
the exorbitancy of the privileges pofiefied by the 
nobles : but what avail the reprefentations of 
hiftorians againft fa&ions, againft a tumultuous 
nobility, or againft the cabals of neighbouring 
powers? Poland* without an arpiy, without 
money, without fortrefles* without refources, and 
with a defective government, the fource of all 
the other calamities, can never emerge from her 
prefent fituation. Her misfortunes will gradually 
increafe, notwithftanding the ,remonftrances of 
a few real patriots ; until by flow progrefs, or 
fbn>e violent revolution, Poland fubfides into an 
hereditary monarchy, or a well-ordered republic; 
or, which is more probable, is totally fwallowed 
up by the neighbouring powers. 
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Laos Augoftus.— Jflis excellent regulations oppoied 
liy the neighbouring powers, — Hiftory of the Drffidents— their 
' privileges aboliflied by the diet of 1766. — Confederacies in their 
favour fupported by the Emprefs of Ruflia. — Reftdred to their 
rights fay the diet of 1768,— Proceedings of that diet^Riie of 
the civil commotions, 

ON the demife of Auguftus the Third, Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus*, fon of Count Ponia- 
towflu the friend and companion of Charles XII. 
• was 

* 

• It is well known that Staniflaus Auguftus owed his elevation 
> to the tender partiality of Catherine the Second, which commenced 
daring his refidence at Peterfburg. 

He was fecond furviving fon of count Staniflaus Poniatowfki, 
caftellan of Cracow, by the princefs Contiantia Zartorkki, and* 
educated with great care under the aufpices of his refpe&able fa- 
ther. At an early age he travelled through different parts of Eu- 
rope j patted feveral months in England in 1754, where he received 
the moft flattering reception from perfbns of merit and diftin&ion, 
and improved himfelf in the knowledge of the Englifh languagey 
confutation, and commtff*. 

Among thofe with whole attentions he was moil: flattered, he 
always mentioned, in terms of peculiar refpeel and gratitude, 
lord chancellor Hardwicke, with whofe family he continued in the 
ftri&eft friendship, and maintained an uninterrupted correfpondence 
with the Hon. Charles Yorkc and flr Jofeph Yorke,- afterwards 
Xoz4 Dover* « , 

\ . * ** 
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wasfupported inhis pretenfions tothc crovralrjr (be 
Emprefe of Ruffia and the King of Profits whole 

On bis return to Poland, and daring bis coatunaBorat Drefifcn* 
at the court of his ibvereign Augn&us the Third, fee co m menc ed  
an acquaintance with iir Charles Hanbor y Wilhama, then Britons. 
envoy at the court of Dre&fen, which was eventually the canfe of 
his fubfequent elevation. One of the great parties into winch Vb~ 
land was at that time divided (which was headed by hit twde* 
prince* IZartoriiki, and his father) being favourable to ffogWrwf,, a 
conftant intercourfe took, place between the chiefs and the BlkHh . 
minifter. The young count was admitted into this i atcraomfe 
and being acquainted with the Englifh language, and an entnv* 
£aftic admirer of Englifh manners, became the confidential agent 
between his relatives and the, JJritiia minifter. Thowgh only 
twenty-three years of age, he appears Co have equally enjo y e d tn% 
confidence of both parties ; and many letters in the papers of fir 
Charles Hanbury Williams, preferred at IVmtypool Park, in nfon* 
mouthihire, difplay the political advantage derived from his inter- 
vention.. 

From the accounts difieminatedby French writers* one might b» 
led to fuppofe that the young Staniflanis followed, the Britifh ml» 
nifter to St. PeteHburgh as a needy adventurer* without connec* 
tions, information, or influence. But it is an undoubted fact* that 
the great party in Poland, of which his uncle was the head, 
ftrongly recommended fir Charles Hanbury Williams to George the 
Second, as the fitteft perfon for the embafly to St. Peterfborgh* 
for his activity, zeal, knowledge of Polifh affairs, wit, and accont* 
pliftiments. After much relucjance, fir Charles accepted the enK 
ployment, in obedience to the exprefs commands of his fove> 
reign. 

Count Poniatowfki having rendered himfelf highly ferviceable 
in the affairs of Poland, and acquired the full confidence of the 
Britifh embaffador, accompanied him to Peterfburgh as a confiden- 
tial friend, but was fecretly charged with the management of Polifls 
affairs, under the aufpiccs of England, In a letter to Mr. Charles 

, C3 Yorke* 
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affiftance, ftrengthened by a party among the no* 
fries, and aided by his great perfonal accompliflK 

nients, 

Yorke, dated Peterfburgh, December 17, 1756, he fpeaks of hhn* 
felf as domiciliated in the houfe of fir Charles Hanbury Williams, 
and mentions, in the warmeft terms of gratitude, his confidence 
and friendfhip, and the political knowledge which he derived from 
his information. He dwells with peculiar energy on the diftra&ed 
ftate of Poland, die prevalence of the French party, and the le- 
thargy of Ruflia ; and mentions it as the principal object of his 
ambition to refufcitate the Anglo-Ruffian party. Through the 
whole of this letter he evinces his attachment to England, and his 
fondnefs for Englifh literature, particularly his adoration of 
Shakefpeare. 

At the period of his arrival at Peterfburgh, the Great Duchefs, 
afterwards Catharine the Second, was in the 25th year of her age, 
elegant, accomplifhed, animated, and had fecretly commenced that 
career of gallantry, which fhe afterwards did not affect to conceal. 
Her firft lover, count Soltikof, had been recently dif miffed from 
court, and the place of a new admirer was ftill vacant. She was 
fmitten with the figure and addrefs of Poniatowfki, and 'he was no 
lefs captivated with her charms. An intercourfe was eafily arrange 
ed, in the court of the voluptuous Elizabeth, and the two lovers 
often met in difguife at* the houfe of an Englifh merchant. This 
intrigue was of the utmoft importance to the politics of England, 
and fir Charles Hanbury Williams, in feveral difpatches, expatiates, 
on the advantages derived from the influence of the Great Duchefs.. 

Poniatowfki was foon afterwards appointed Polifh envoy, and 
remained at Peterfburgh in his new character. After the departure 
of fir Charles Hanbury Williams, in thefummer of 1757, and the 
breach of the friendfhip between England and Ruflia, he continue^. 
to be the channel of communication between the Grand Puchefi 
and the Britifh miniftry. 

• The Great Duke Peter, who had hitherto connived at the con- 
nexion between his conform and Poniatowfki, became fuddenly in- 
jflarned with jealoufy, qnd at Jiisearneft reprefentationsj Poniatowfki 
was pommanded to quit Peterfburgh. He retired with regret into 
f oland, brooding over his chagrim and difappointment, until the 

acceffio* 
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ments, raifed him in 1764 to the throne. Five 
thoufand Ruffian troops itationed near the plain of 
Vola, at the diet of ele&ion, fecured good order, 
and over-awed the oppofite party. The pradice 
of cantoning a body of foldiers near the plain of 
eletftion, has been adopted by different foreign 
powers for near a century ; a mode , of proceed- 
ing, which, however galling it may appear to the 
licentious nobility, prevents the effufion of blood 
that formerly deluged thefe tumultuous aflemblie^ 
Staniflaus was in the 3 2d year of his age when 
he afcended'the throne, and feemed calculated by 
his abilities and virtues to raife Poland from it* 
deplorable ftate, had not the defefts of the con- 
futation fettered his exertions for the public 
good. The failed hopes were conceived of his 
future jeign ; but thefe flattering prefages were 
difappointed by the factions of a turbulent people, 
fomented by the intrigues pf the neighbouring 
powers ; and the moft amiable among the Poliih 
fovereigns was doomed to experience the dreadful 
cffed^ of thgj excefliye liberty, which 13 incon- 
tinent 

?cceffion of Catharine the Second, when his hopes revived. Though 
her affe&ions were fixed on OrlofF, yet Catharine ftill retained a 
high degree of efteem for her former lover, and raifed him, on the 
death of Auguftus the Third, to the throne of Poland; 

Tliis account is principally drawn from the king of Poland's 
letters to the family of Yorke in the pofleffion of the Earl of Hard* , 
wicke, and from the papere of fir Charles Hanbury Williams, pre - 
fcrved at C. H. Leigh's, Efq. at Fontypool Park, Monmouthfhire.' 
9ee Tour in Monmomhfhire, chap. 25 and 29, 

Sigifiaonjl 
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fiftent with the exiftence of a well-regulated go* 
vernment The firflr afts of his reign were adapt- 
ed to introduce order into the interior adminiftrai 
tion, and refcue his country from her dependence 
upon foreign powers. The tendency, of thefe 
excellent regulations to increafe the power and 
eonfequence of the nation gave umbrage to the 
adjacent dates, and were vigoroufly oppofed by 
a ftrong party within the kingdom : at this crifis 
too, religious difputes blending with political ca-* 
bals, the flame of civil difcord burft forth with 
a violence which had not hitherto raged even in 
Poland. 

The body of Polifh religionifts, termed Diffi-t 
dents, make a principal figure in the fubfequenfc 
commotions 5 their concerns being the real op 
pretended objed of attention in every material 
tranfaftion. The hiftory of this party is thus 
fketched by the Polifh hifiorians : 

The reformation was introduced in the reign of 
Sigifmond I. who perfecuted its followers: their 
number however gaining ground, his fon Sigif* 
mond Auguftus * not only indulged them in the li-r 
beral exercife of their worfhip, but admitted them, 
together with the Greeks, and all other fefts thei\ 

# Sigifmond Auguftus gave evident marks of favour to the pro* 
feitant confeflion, and was even fufpetted of an inclination ta 
change his religion, v ut etiam de ipfo rumor eflet ac fi avita facra, 
ycuuntiare veiled" X-enfaitf^ Jus Publ. II, p. 154, 

fubfiftiBg 
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fiibfifting in Poland, to a feat in the diet, and to 
all the honours and privileges hitherto confined to 
the catholics. Thefe maxims of unlimited tole- 
ration were generally adopted by the nation, and 
the members of the, diet, which aflembled upon 
the deeeafe of Sigifmond Auguftus, being of dif- 
ferent perfuafions, determined on a reciprocal in- 
dulgence of their refpe&ive tenets*. To avoid invi- 
dious diftm&ions, they fly led themfelves indiscri- 
minately " diffidents in religion/' a phrafe inti- 
mating, pot, according. to our notions, feparatifts 
from an eftablifhed church, but perfons holding 
different opinions in religious matters. It was at 
the fame time ena&ed, that this difference of re- 
ligious fentiments fhould create no difference iu 
civil rights ; and accordingly in the Pa 8a Con- 
venta formedjby the diet, 9, claufe was inferted as 
part of the coronation oath : " I will keep*peace 
ftmong the diffidents f. ' ' Henry, who obje&ed to 
this univerfal toleration, withheld his confent, till 
one of the Polifh envoys exclaimed, " Unlefe you 

• We need not be furprized at this general fenfe of the diet, Co 
contrary to the general principles of the catholics, when we confi- 
der that the catholic nuntios being inferior in number to thofeof 
the other perfuafions, were well fatis/ied to obtain an equality with 
the others. The proteftant party in the nation was at this period 
fo ftrong, that it was even taken into confideration to elect for king 
a Polifli nobleman, who had embraced the reformed religion. 
Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. II. p. 555. See alfo land's Letter* on the 
.ptate of Poland, p. 82. 

f Pac, Qon, Aug. III. p. 1 j, •. 

Confirm 



s 



confirm this article, you cannot be king of Po- 
land ;" he accordingly took an oath to obferve 
this claufe, before he was permitted to aicend 
the throne. 

In procefs of time, the Roman catholics hav- 
ing acquired a confiderable afcendency, ventured 
to apply the expreffion of diffidents to all thofe 
vho diffented from the catholic religion. This 
jeftri&ion was attended, at firft with no encroach* 
mjents on the privileges of the other fe&s ; and 
the term diffidents was not yet regarded ; r an 
obnoxious light. The diffidents indeed ftillcon^ 
tinned in fuch unqueftioned poffeffion of all 
eights civil and religious, that, when it was 
agreed by both catholics and proteftants to per- 
secute the arians, it was thought previoufly ne* 
eeflary to expel them from the body of diffidents. 
In coafequence of this exclufion, the arians, in 
the reign of John C#fimir, were firft rendered 
, incapable of being ele£ted nuntios, afterwards 
deprived of their places of wprfhip, and' finally 
baniihed *. 

This perfecution, inadvertently affented to.by 
the proteftants and Greeks, was a prelude to that 
which they fuifered ; for, as the catholic party 
predominated, the term diffidents, at firft confined 

* Longnich, Jus Pub, IJ, $67. 

tf 
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to perfons profeffing the proteftant # and Greek 
religions, became of a lefe inoffenfive import, 
and conveyed an idea of non-conformity. The 
fe&aries, accordingly, who were ftill diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of diflidents, perceiv- 
ing the/intention of the catholics to undermine 
their privileges, obtained a declaration that they 
fhould not be blended with, and be obnoxiouj 
to the penal laws ena&ed againft the Arians. 
But thefe promifes were infenfibly eluded ; their 
privileges were gradually diminished; in the 
courfe of a few years they were fubje&ed to a 
variety of difqualifications, and at length, in 
T7S3, formally incapacitated from fitting in the 
diett- A law of Ladiflaus II. againft heretics, 
as well as the penalties againft the Arians, were. 
revived, and occafionally extended to the difli- 
dents, 

Thefe continual perfecutions greatly diminished 

their number, and rendered their remonft ranees 

. rneffeftual,; the catholics, who took the lead in 

the diet, even declared it high treafon to feek 

» .9 

the.reftoration of their immunities by the inter- 
•Cfcfiion of foreign powers, in direft contradiction 

r 

• Namely, the Lutherans and Calvinifts ; all other proteftant 
feels, the Memnonites, anabaptifts, and quakers, being not in- 
cluded among the diflidents: and the perfecuting laws enacted 
againft: the Arians are in full force againft them.Pac. Con. Aug. Ill* 

p. 28, 29. 

•J-'Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 376* 

to 
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to the treaty of Oli va, in which it was (lipulated, 
that the rights of the diffident* fliould be main- 
tained in their full latitude *. 

Such was the fituation of the diffidents at the 
acceflion of Staniflaus Auguftus, who, though 
ftrongly inclined to toleration, was obliged to 
concur with the general fenfe of the diet, and con- 
firm the laws which had been promulgated againft 
them. The diffidents applied to the courts of 
l^ondon, Peterfburg, Berlin, and Copenhagen, as 
the mediating powers in the^ treaty of Oii va, who 
warmly fupported their caufe, and prefented me- 
morials to the diet, demanding a reftoration of 
their religious eftabdflimentsy and of all the pri- 
vileges fecured to them by that treaty • 

The diet of 1766, however, was not of a temper 
to accede to thefe propofals. The enemies of to- 
leration contended, that the privileges were obfo- 
lete, having been repeatedly aboliihed in va- 
rious diets, and that the diffidents had no well- 
founded claim either to the reftitution of their ci- 
vil immunities, or to the toleration of their wor- 
fhip; the biihop of Cracow, the moft bigotted 
of the catholics, even propofed a law againft. 
their catholic abettors. Violent altercations 
arofe in the affembly, when the Pruffian and Ruf- 
fian memorials were read ; and an immediate tu- 

• 

• For the account of the diffidents, fee Lengnich, Pac. Co«. Aug* 
III. 16--30. andJusPubl. fparfinj* 

mult 
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mult being apprehended, the king retired with- 
out proroguing the diet as ufual, to the following 
day. The primate likewife refafed to continue 
the fitting, and the members feparated in great 
diforder. On the fubfequent day, the fpirit of in- 
tolerance was in no degree abated ; the moderate 
party was over-ruled, and the a&s againft the diffi- 
dents confirmed. But to conciliate the mediating 
powers, the bench of bifhops, by command of the 
diet, drew up nine articles in favour of the difli- 
dents, relative to the free exercife of their worfhip. 
Thefe conceflions not being deemed fufficiently 
favourable, while the exceptionable laws were un- 
repealed, the Emprefs of Ruflia rertionftrated 
againft the proceedings of the diet, and the difli- 
dents began to form confederacies in different 
parts of the kingdom. They were joined by many 
difcontented catholics, and aflifted by a large 
body of Ruffian troops, . who entered Thorn, 
where the firft and principal confederacy took its 
rife.- All the mediating powers, Great BJitain, 
^Denmark, Pruffia, and Sweden, teftified their ap- 
probation of thefe confederacies. Thedifputes foon 
Embraced other obje&s befide religion; political 
grievances were brought forward, and feveral 
confederacies ftarted up in different parts of the 
kingdom among the catholic nobles, who affe&ed . 
to be advocates for toleration, and declared their 
intentions of fupportingthe caufe of the diffidents. 

Prince 
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Prince Radzivil, who had fignalized himfelf iri 
oppofing the king's ele&ion, was appointed mar- 
fhal to all the catholic confederacies, united in 
one formidable affociation under the appellation 
of malcontents. The coalition of this catholic 
confederacy, with that of the diffidents, foon af- 
terwards took place in the palace of prince RacU 
aivil at Warfaw. Mean while the king convoked 
an extraordinary diet, as the only probable means 
to prevent a civil war, and appeafe the Emprefs of 
Ruffia, whofe troops had advanced within a fmall 
diftance of Warfa^v. The diet, fummoned for the 
purpofe of reconciling the oppofite parties, failed 
in producing the intended effe&; the bifhop of 
Cracow and his partifans having bitterly in- 
veighed againft the pretenfions of the diffidents, 
and the interference of foreign powers, was, with 
the bifhop of Kiof and a few others, the moft vi- 
olent of their party, arretted in the night by a 
corps of Ruffian 4roops, and fent, without trial, to 
Ruffia, where they experienced a rigorous impri- 
sonment *. 

Tha 

• The bifhop of Cracow and his aflbciates were arretted on th* 
1 5th of October, 1767; they were detained in prifon above five yeais* 
not being releafed before the beginning of 1773. They were flfft 
confined at Smolenfko, and afterwards at Kaluga. The following ex- 
tracts from certain manufcript letters in my poiTeflion give fome sic* 
count of their imprisonment, and of the bifhop's return? 

" At firft their confinement was very rigorous, and particularly* 
in their journey toSmolenflco j for although they were conducted at 
the fame time, and imprifoned at the £une place* yet they werf 

ncyqr 
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The diet, intimidated by the fate of the lead- 
ing members, and being no longer inflamed by 

their 

never permitted to fee each other during the firft fix month*. Af- 
terwards they were rigoroufly treated. They were removed from 
Smolenfko, on fufpicion of a correspondence between the bifhop of 
Cracow and hispartifans in Lithuania ; and, although this fufpicion 
t*as not founded, yet it occafioned the refolution adopted by tho 
court of Pererfburg to tranfport them to Kaluga.* 1 

w Warfaw* 15 February, 1773. The bifhop of Cracow is already 
arrived : he had difpatched an exprefs from Minfk to the Great 
Chancellor of the Crown to announce his return on the 14th. The 
exprefs came on Thurfday afternoon, and wis followed by another 
the next day with the news, that the bifhop himfelf was on hit 
route; and he arrived at five in the afternoon. In the fuburbs of 
Praga, being met by the Pope's nuntio> together with the bifhops of 
Cujavia and Pofnania, he quitted his own carriage and entered that 
of the bifhop of Pofnania, into whofe palace he alighted at Wariaw. 
He was accompanied byperfbnsof thefirftdiitinclion, and followed 
by a crowd of people, huzzaing as he pafled the ftreets $ fome out 
of afFe&ion, otliers from imitation, or excited by fecret emiilaries* 
The doors of the palace being open to all who chofe to enter the 
apartments were immediately filled with perfons of all ranks, bifhops 
fenators, mlnifters and officers of ftate, nobles, priefts, citizens, to- 
gether with the loweft of the populace, and even beggars, aH huddled 
together pell-mell, eager to behold, hear, and applaud the bi- 
fhop, who had fo unexpectedly made his appearance. He fpoke for 
a confiderable time, and related the hiftory of his imprisonment, 
which he allured them had not made any alteration in his fcntiment* 
of religion and liberty. « I have been twice/ he added, arretted by 
the Ruffians, the firft time with the primate Potofki, the fecond at 
my late confinement, and perhaps I may yet be call into prifon a 
third time.* 

** He propofes to retire in a fhort time to his diocefe, and it is 
reported that he intends to forbid the priefts from wearing wigs and 
ruffles: he himfelf wears neither. His hair is grown grey fince his 
confinement, and he looks- confiderably older j he covers his head 
witfi a red cap which he made himfelf. 

« YeHerday 
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, . i^/mmc* apposed, though not without 
their eloquent aw _ a . ,. a . 
tumult a grand committee to adjufl, m coiy unc- 
tion 

*c V (fardar he &"* *** ali ^i e ° ee °^ tne king, which Continued ait 

C He addre/Ted his majefty with great decency and refpecl 5 

T'mong <* her thifl S s » be SS ed P*r<lon, if, before his arreft, he had 

' (fed him&lf either in a manner or in terms which were dif- 

tiering, airing him at the lame time of his attachment, fidelity, 

and zeal for the fervice of his king, and the good of his country* 

After the audience, he attended mafs, and presented his majefty 

with the New Teftament, acquitting himfelf of that ceremony with 

propriety and decorum. 

I'he bifhop of Riof, having feparatect from the bifhop of* Cra* 
cow oh the other fide of Minfk, will not be here for fome time* 
The palatine of Cracow and his fon continue between Smolenfko 
and Kaluga, the place of their confinement, in order to attend Upon 
Colonel Bachmatou, their conductor, who was taken ill upon their 
journey. The palatine, willing to repay with gratitude and huma- 
nity the attention which he received from the colonel during his 
confinement, could not be prevailed upon to quit him in his illnefs , 
and as he ha* fome knowledge of phyfic, he is in hopes of completing 
his cure.'* #, 

The bifhop of Cracow, who owed his feleafe from confinement 
principally to the interceflion of the Ruffian ambaflador, afred with 
great indifcretion on his return* He was confidered as a martyr tothd 
caufe of religion and liberty 5 and, on approaching "Warfaw, was»met 
on the other fide of the Viilula by feveral ladies of diftin&ion, who 
luffed his robe. 

On his arrival he inftantly waited on the Ruffian ambaflador, by 
whom he was received politely, but coldly. He exprefTed his gra- 
titude for his enlargement, declared his conviftion tliat Ruffia 
was the only power inclined and able to relieve Poland, and offered 
his fervkes to aflift that party at the enfuing diet. Count Stackel- 
berg replied, « I thank you for your offer, though the Emprefs hat 
no need of your influence; you may retire to your diocefe, if you 
chufe to remain tranquil, but if you really intend to acl: as a friend 
to Ruffia, your fervices will be gladly accepted; at the fame time,** 

5 added 
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tion with the mediating powers, the affairs of the 
diffidents, and then broke up. This committee 
expreffed the xhoft favourable difpofition towards 
the diffidents, and propofed to repeal all the laws 
ena&ed again ft them, and reftore their ancient 
privileges. Their refolutions being laid before the 

added he, « if you deceive me, you will draw on Jrourfclf greater 
misfortunes than, you have already fuffered.* The biihop reiterated 
his profefiions of fincerity, and lived with the embauador upon terms 
of extreme familiarity. 

The biihop gave the erabafiador a fplendid entertainment, and 
while they were playing at cards four couriers brought difpatchet 
from feveral provinces in Poland, containing manifeftos of the bi- 
ihop, ftiling himfelf a martyr to religion and liberty, and exhorting 
the people not to. chuie nuntios for a diet, which was to meet only 
to divide the kingdom. Soon afterwards the biihop retired to hit 
chapel, and performed his devotions with great oftentation* Coming 
out with the pfalterin his hands, the* emhauadoraddreifed him, ' My 
Lord, you play charmingly on the flute, and have a* thou&nd accom- 
pliihments j I have no doubt but you dance a Polonoife uncom- 
monly well/ Giving a fign to the orcheftra, the musicians played, 
and the biihop taking out one of the pages, led up the dance. 
During die exhibition, the embanador addreffing feveral old 
ladies who admired the biihop, exclaimed, 'Behold your mar- 
tyr/ At the conclufion of the dance, Stackelberg took the biihop 
afidc, and faid, ' You play well on the flute, and dance equally 
well a Polonoife j but you iflue bad manifeftos : here are the copies s 
you have broken your word 5' and then abruptly turned away, 
while the biihop was aukwardly ftammering excufes. The next 
morning the biihop having fuddenly quitted Warfaw, the embaf- 
ftdor caufed a paragraph to beinferted in the gazette, announcing 
that the biihop of Cracow was in&ne, played upon a flute, danced 
a Polonoife with his page, and had fuddenly difappeared. The 
biihop went to Cracow, and after ineffectually endeavouring to 
efcape into Galicfo, ftiut himfelf up in his palace, and was foon 
declared iniane by the permanent council, which was called by 
Stackelberg, giving him a Brrvtt defilie. 

vol. I. D extraordinary 
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extraordinary diet, which wai convened in the 
beginning of 1 768, were ratified almoft without 
opposition. This unanimous acquiefefcnee of the 
diet in regulations, totally repugnant to the fen* 
timents of the majority, can only be attributed to 
the dread of the Ruffian troops quartered in War* 
£aw, and the influence of bribes judicioufiy dif* 
tributed by the Ruffian minifter. The fame caufes 
Tendered the diet equally compliant in other par- 
ticulars, and occafioned the eftablifhment of fe* 
vera! * civil regulations, tending to perpetuate the 
defefts of the conftitution. 

The nation feemed at this jun6lure to adopt 
the fubmiffive fpirit of the diet, and received the 
flew edifts with every fymptom of cordiality, Po- 
land appeared to enjoy for a moment an uni, 
verfal tranquillity ; but it was that Allien calm 
which precedes a tempeft, aftd announces therapy 
proach of violent commotions. 

During thefe tranfa&ions, the king, without in* 
fluence, and confequently without authority, was 
one moment hurried down the popular current, 
and the next forced by the mediating powers te 

• Thefe regulations, which refpeft chiefly the eftablifhment in 
perpetuity of the ele&ive monarchy, of the Liberum Vetcy and of 
unanimity in all matters of ftate, are all detailed in the article* of 
the diet of 1768, published at Warfaw : the principal cbuifes. are 
the fame as are mentioned in the fourth chapter of this book relative 
to the change* made in the conftitution in 1775. The readier will 
find them amply detailed, and accompanied with Judicious remark**. 
in Liod's Preient State of Poland, Letter III* 

- accede 
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accede to all the conditions which they laid before 
him; an humiliating fituation for a prince of 
fpirit and magnanimity. But moTe grievous fcenes 
yet awaited the unfortunate monarch : he was 
doomed to behold his country torn to pieces by 
the mod dreadful of all calamities, a religious war; 
to be indebted for his veiy fubfiftence to the vo- 
luntary contributions of his friends ; to be almo'ft 
a ftate prifonef in his own capital ; to be nearly 
ftffiiffmated ; to fee his faireft provinces wrefted 
from him, and, finally, to depend, for his own 
Security and that of his fubje&s, upon the pro- 
tection of thofe very powers, who had difmem- 
beted his empire. 

The Polifh malcontents could allege plaufible 
caufes of diflatisfa&ion. The laws patted at the 
laft diet bore a greater refemblance to the abfo- 
lute mandates of a Ruffian viceroy, than to the 
refolutioiis of a free affembly . The outrage com- 
mitted upon the biihop of Cracow and his adhe- 
rents annihilated liberty of debate; while the au- 
thoritative manner, in which themediatingpowers 
of Berlin and Peterfburgh interfered in the af- 
fairs of Poland, threatened a more grievous fub- 
jfe&ion. Thefe fpecious grounds of difguft, joined 
toa fpirit of difcontent which had gone forth 
throughout the nation againft the king, occa- 
fioned the inteftine commotions that foon reduced 
Poland to a dreadful ftate of defolation. 

d 2 Th? 
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The dirt was not long diffolved, before the in* 
dulgences granted to the diffidents excited gene- # 
rai diffatisfa&ion among the Roman catholics. 
Several confederacies near the frontiers of the 
Turkifh empire were formed in defence of the fa- 
cred catholic faith. With a view to inflame the 
zeal of the populace, they carried ftandards em- 
blazoned with images of the Virgin Mary and the 
infant Jefus; others with the Spread Eagle of Po- 
land, and the mottos " Conqueft or Death," " For 
religion arid liberty *," Some banners bdre as a* 
device a red crofs, under which was infcribed 
" The fymbol of vittory ;" and the private fol- 
diers, like the crufaders of old, wore a crofs inter- 
woven in their clothes^ A party of thefe infur- 
gents feifed upon the fortrefs of Bar in Podolia* 
another obtained poffeflion of Cracow ; and the 
royal troops were either routed or induced to join 
them. In this crifis of affairs, ,the fenate petitioned 
, the Ruffian ambaflador not to withdraw the troops, 
as they afforded the only fecurity againft the 
confederates. The requeft was readily complied 

with, and Poland became a fcene of bloodfhed 

i 

and devaftation. In the various confli&s between 
the two parties, the fuperiority of Ruffian difci- 
pline generally prevailed. The confederates, how- 
ever, fecretly encouraged by the houfe of Austria, 
aflifted by the Turks, and fupplied with money 



• Aut vliuere aut raori.— «Pro religioae ct libertate. 
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and officers by the French, protra&ed lioftilitiea 
from the diflblution of the diet in 1768, to the 
divifion of Poland in 1 7 7$. To enter into a detail 
of military operations, falls not within the defign 
of this work. From the various ads of cruelty 
swid revenge which difgrace this part of the Po* 
lifh hiftory, I fhall fele& only one event too re- 
markable to be 6mitted; the attempt made by the 
confederates to. affaffinate the king. 
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CHAP. ,3, 

Attempt to aflaffinate the king of PoJan<J.— He is attacked by th* 
confpirators in the ftreets of Warfaw, wounded, and carried, off. 
—His adventures and miraculous efcape.— Return,— Account 
. and fate of tfce principal confpirators. 

T N * the midft of thefe turbulent, and &feft*ous 
•*■ fcenes, the confederates (who confidered the 
king as unlawfully ele&ed) executed one of the 
moft daring enterprizes of which modern hiftory 
makes mention ; I mean the attempt to aflaffinate 
the kino-. 

A Polifh nobleman named Pulafki, general in 
the confederate army, planned the atrocious en«* 
terprife : he hired three chiefs, named Lukawfki, 
Strawenfki, and Kofinflci, who folemnly fwore in 
his pTefencp at Czetfchokow, either to deliver the 
king alive into his hands, or if that was im- 
poffible, to put him to death ; and to effect their 
purpofe, they chofe thirty-fev^n coadjutors. 

On the 2d of November they obtained admif- 
fion into Warfaw, by difguifing themfeives as pea-. 

• The circumftantial account of this fingular occurrence, wa* 
principally communicated by my ingenious friend Nathaniel Wrax- 
all, Efq. whofe name is well known in the literary wocld, and who, 
during his refidence at Warfew, obtained the moft authentic infor- 
mation upon this mterefting tranfa&icn. I have interwoven fome 
anecdotes procured from other fources. 

. - fants» 
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fants, and concealing their faddles, arms, and 
clothes, under loads of hay, which they brought 
in waggons as if for fele. On Sunday evening, 
the 3d of November, 1771, fome of the confpi- 
rotors remained in the ikirts of the city, and the 
znofl daring repaired in the dufk of the evening, 
to the fireet of the capuchins, where the king was 
expe&ed to pais; 

Between nine and ten, the king returned from 
his uncle, Prince Czartoriflu's manfion,' to the pa* 
lace, accompanied by his aid-de-camp, in the car- 
riage, and fifteen attendants. About two hundred 
paces from %he manfion, the confpirators com- 
manded the cqachman to flop, and fired feveral 
ihots into the carriage, one of which paffed through 
the body qf ^ heyduc, who * endeavoured to 
defend his mafter. Almofi all the other attendants, 
even the aid-de-camp, fled, and the king opened 
the door of the carriage to efFe6t hi$ efcape, un- 
der cover of the night, which \vas extremely 
dark. He had alighted, when the affaffins feized 
hira by the hair, exclaiming with horrible execra* 
tions,/' We have thee now; thy hour is come " 
One of them difcharged a piftol at him fo very 
near, that he felt the heat of the flafh ; while ano«* 
ther cut him acrofs the heafl with his fabre, which 
penetrated to the bone; then laying hold of his 
collar, and mounting on horfeback, they drag-* 
ged Jiim along the ground between their horfes , 

P4 It 
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at full gallop near five hundred paces through the 
ftreets of Warfaw *. 

* 

AU was confufion and diforder at the palace, 
. where the attendants fpread the alarm. The foot* 
guards ran to the fpot from where the king was 
feized, but found only his hat bloody, and his bag. 
This increafed their apprehenfions for his life. The 
whole city was in an uproar, and the affaffins avail- 
ed themfelves of the general confufion, to bear 
away their prize, Finding, however, that he was 
incapable of following them on foot, and had al* 
moft loft his refpiration from the violence with 
which they dragged him, they placed him on 
Jiorfeback and redoubled their fpeed. When they 
pamg to the ditch which furrounds Warfaw, they 
prdpred him to leap his horfe over, In th$ attempt 
the horfe fell twice, and at the fecond fall broke its 
leg. They then mounted the king upon another. 
Qn th£ ptherfide of the ditch the confpirators 

j % 

s 

. • It is aftonifhing, that of the number of balls which paffed 
through the carriage, not one wounded the king. Several went 
through his pdife, or fur great-coat. It ;s no lefs wonderful^ that 
the affaffins after feizing the king, fhould carry him through fuch ^ 
number of ftreets without being flopped. A Ruffian centinel did 
challenge them ; but, as they anfwered in Ruffian, he allowed them 
to pafs, imagining them to be a patrole of his nation. This happened 
at fome diflance from the place where they had carried off the king. 
The night was befides exceedingly dark, and Warfaw has no lamps, 
All thefe circumftances contribute, to account; for this extraordinary 
$vent f * 

began 
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began to rifle the king, tearing off the order # of 
the black eagle of Pruffia, which he wore round 
his neck, and the diamond crofs hanging to it. 
He requefted them to leave his handkerchief, to 
which they confented : his tablets efcaped their ra- 
pacity. Several of the confpirators retiring, pro- 
bably with an intent to inform their refpe&ive 
leaders of the fuccefs of the enterprife, only fe- 
ven remained, of whom Kofiniki was the chief* 
The night was exceedingly dark ; they were ig- 
norant of the way, and as, from the flipperinefs of 
the ground, the horfes were qontinually flounder- 
ing, they compelled the king to follow them on 
foot, with only one fhoe, the other being loft in 
the dirt. After palling the ditch they repeatedly 
demanded of Kofinfki, if it was not yet time to 
put the king to death ; and thefe demands were 
reiterated in proportion to the obftacles which 
they encountered. 

They continued to wander through the open 
meadows, without following any certain path, 
until, apprehenfive of being overtaken, they again 
mounted the king on horfeback : one led his 
horfe by the bridle, and two holding him on each 
fide by the hand, pulled his head down on the 
borfe's neck. 

• Lukawfki tore off the ribbon of the Black Eagle, which Frede- 
rick the Second had conferred on the king when he was Count 
Poniatowiki. bne of his motives for doing this was, by {hewing 
the order of tjie Black Eagle to Pulaflci and the confederate*! *o> 
prove to them that the king was their pri&ncr. 

In 
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In this manner they proceeded towards the 
village ofBurakow, which the king warned them 
aot to enter ** becaufe fome Ruffians were fta* 
tioned in the place. Finding himfeif, however, in* 
capable of fupporting the painful pofture in which 
they held him, and fuffering extreme agony from 
the eife& of the cold air on hU wounds, he flip* 
plicated for -another horfe, a cap, and a boot f, 
Thi^requeft being complied with, they continue^ 
theirprogrefs through almoft impafiable lands, and 
at length found themfelves in the wood of Bielany, 
only a league diftant from Warfaw, where they 
were fuddenly alarmed by a Ruffian patrole. Con^ 
fulting with each other, four inftantly difappeared, 
and the three remaining confpirators compelled 
the king to difmount and walk, In a quarter of 
an hour, a fecond Ruffian guard challenging them, 
two of the aflaffing fled, and Kofinfki alone re-* 
mained. Exhaufted with fatigue, and overcome 
with pain, the king implored his conductor to gra« 

- x tify 

• This intimation, which the king gave to his afiaflint, may at 
irft fight appear extraordinary and unaccountable j but was really 
4i&ated by great addrefs and judgment. He apprehended, with 
$eafoi\, that, on the fight ©fa Ruffian guard, they wonjd inftantly 
put him to death with their iabres, and fly $ whereas by informing 
them of the danger they incurred, he in fome meafure gained their 
confidence: in effect, this behaviour feemed to foften them, and 
inade them believe he did not mean to efcape. 

f The king in his fpeech to the diet on' the trial of the confpira r 

tors* interceded fbongly for Kofinfki, or John Kutiroa, to whom he 

3 - gratefuHj 



tifyhim with & moment's ref>ofe ; but Kofinfki re- 
fttf£d, menaced him with his- fabre; and faid, that 
- ifeyond the wood they fhould find a carriage. On 
reaching the gate of the convent of Bielany, the 
king observing Kofinfki loft in thought, and ex- 
tremely agitated, faid, " I fee you are at a lofs % ' 
which way to proceed. Let me enter the convent 
ofBiekn^r, and do you provide for your own fafe- 
ty.* "No," replied Kofinfki, *I have fworn." 
* They proceeded in filence to Mariemont, a 
ftnatt palace belonging to the houfe of Saxony, 
in the vicinity of Warfaw ; here Kofinfki expreffed 
fatisfa&ion it recognifing the place, and the king 
ftill demanding a moment's repofe, he at length 
confented. They fat down on the ground, and the 
king endeavoured to foften his condu6tor, and 
induce him to favour or permit his efcape. He 
reprefented the atrocity of attempting to murder 
his fovereign, and the invalidity of an oath for 
the perpetration of fo heinous a deed. Kofinfki 

# V 

gratefully expwffcs hirafeif indebted fa.thtfe *WVi in ttaftW 
Icfwin^wfltfis: ,.;, t . 

' " As I was 'in the hands of the aflaflins, I heard them repeatedly 
aik John Kutfma, if they ftiouldnot affaflinate me, but he always pre- 
vented! them. H* was the firft who^peduaded them to behave to 
me with greater gentlenpfs, and obliged them to confer upon mt? 
fame fervicps which I then greatly, wanted ; namely, one to gjve me 
a cap, and a fecond a boot, which at that time were no trifling pre- 
sents » for the cold air great Jy afFe&eil the wound in my head 5 an4 
p$ f<*c& which was covered with ty#pd* g*ve me inexprefSfcletory 
$*re, which continued every moment increafing*" . 

f lent 
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lent attention to this difcourfe, and betrayed 
fignsof remorfe. " But", he faid "if Iihould recon-* 
du6t you to Warfaw, what will be the confequence ? 
I fhall be taken and executed." " I give you my 
word," anfwered his majefty, "that youihall fuf- 
fer no harm ; but if you doubt my promife, efcape 
while there is yet time, I can find my way to 
fome place of fecurity, and I will dire6l your pur- 
fuers to take the contrary road to that which 
you have chofen*" Kofinfki, afFe&ed with this 
inftance of generofity, threw himfelf at the king's 
feet, implored forgivenefs, and fwore to prote6fc 
him againft every enemy. His majefty reiterated 
his affurance of fafety, Deeming it, however, 
prudent to gain fome afylum, without delay, he 
directed his courfe to a neighbouring mill ; I£ofin- 
fki knQcked, but no arifwer being given, he broke 
3, pane of glafs in the window, and requefted fhel- 
ter for a npblejnan plundered by robbers. The mil-* 
ler fuppofing thepi to be banditti, refufed, and, 
continued more than half an hour to perfift in his 
denial. At length the king himfelf approached,- 
,and fpeaking through the broken pane; obferved, 
" if we wt re robbers as you fuppofe, we could eafily 
break the whole window, and force our entrance.' * 
This argument prevailed, the door was opened, 
find the king being admitted, tore a leaf from his 
pocket book, and wrote 9 note to general Coccei* 
colonel qf the foot guards, " Par une efpece d« 

" ' y iniracM 



 

j 



4C". 3* 



Tfifi ilK& OFP6LAKC. 



AS 



miracle je ftus fauv£ des mains des affaffins, Je fuis 
ici au petit moulin de Mariemont. Venez au plu- 
t6t me tirer d'ici. Je fuis bleff6 mais pas fortV 
With great difficulty the king perfuaded one of 
the miller's fervants to carry this note to Warfaw, 
as they, believing the account of his being plun- 
dered by robbers, were afraid of meeting the 

troop. 

Meanwhile the confufion and confternation in* 
creafed at Warfaw., The guards were afraid to 
purfue the confpirators, left terror of being over-* 
taken ihould prompt them to maflacre the king ; 
but feveral of the firft nobility at length mounted 
on horfeback, and following the track of the af- 
faffins, arrived at the place where the king patted 
the ditch. There they found his peliffb bloody, 
and pierced with holes, made by the balls or fa- 
bres. This fight convinced them that he was no 

more. 

When the meffenger arrived with the note, the 
aftonifhment and joy were incredible. Coccei in- 
ftantly rode to the mill, followed by a detachment 
of the guards, and being admitted by Kofinfki, 
who watched at the door, with his drawn fabre, 
found the king afleep on the ground, covered 
with the miller's cloak. Coccei threw himfelf at 



• " By a kind of miracle I am efcaped from the hands, of auaflins. 
I am now at the mill of Mariemont. Come as foon as poflible, and 
take me from hence. I am wounded, but not dangeroufly." 

the 
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the king's feet, calling him his fovereigh, and 
killing his hand. It is not eafy to defcribe the 
aftonifhment of the miller and his family, who 
imitated Coccei's example) by precipitating ttoeifc- 
felves on their knees. 

, On awaking from his flumber Staiiiflaus haf* 
tily inquired whether any of his attendants had 
* buffered from the affaflins. Being informed 
that a heyduc was killed, and another wounded, 
his mind, naturally feeling, now rendered more 
fofceptible by his late danger, was greatly affect- 
ed ; and his joy at his own efcape confiderably 
diminished. 

The king returned to Warfew iti general Coc* 
cei's carriage, and reached the palace at five in 
the morning. The ftreets were illuminated with 
torches, and crowded by an immenfe concourfe 
of people, who followed him, crying but incef- 
fantly " The king i§ alive." On entering the pa- 
lace, the 4oors were thrown open, and perfonfc of 
all ranks admitted to felicitate their fovereign on * 
his wonderful efcape. The fcene was affe&ing 
beyond defcription ; every one ftruggled to kife 
his hand, or even to touch his clothes ; all were 
io tranfported *with joy, that they loaded Kofin- 
(ki with careffes, and called him the faviour of 
their king. Staniflaus, deeply affefted with thefe 
marks of zeal and loyalty, exprefled in the moft 
feeling manner his feufe of their attachment, and 

declared 
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declared it the happieft hour of Tiis life. In tiii* 
moment of rapture he forgot his dangers and fuf* 
ferings, and as all were eager to learn the circum* 
fiances of hits efcape, would not fuffer his wounds 
to be dreffed, until he had fatisfied their impa- 
tience. 

During the recital, a perfon unacquainted with 
the language might have discovered the various 
* events of the ftory frojn the changes of expref* 
fion in the countenances of the by {landers, which 
difplayed the moft fudden alterations from terror 
to compaffion, from compaflion to aftoniflimen t, 
and from aftonifliment to rapture ; while the uni* 
verfal filence was only broken by fighs and tears 
of joy. 

Having finished the account, the king again 
repeated his aflurances of gratitude and affeftion 
for thefe unfeigned proofs of loyalty, adding, 
" I hope that I am preferved by Divine Provi* 
dence, to purfue with additional zeal the good of 
my country, which has ever been the great obje& 
of my attention/' 
" Being now left alone, the furgeons examined 
the wound in his head. On cutting away the 
fkm, it appeared that the bbne was hurt, but not 
dangerously. From the quantity of clotted blood, 
the operation of dreffing was extremely painful, 
and was borne by the king with great magna- 
nimity. The furgeons propofed to bleed him in 

the 
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thfe fdot, but laid afide this intention, finding 
both his feet confiderably fwollen, and covered 
with blifters and bruifes. 

The miller was rewarded with a penfion, and a 
mill on the Viftula. 

The family of the heyduc, who faved the 
king's life by the lofs of his own, was amply 
provided for ; his body was buried with great 
pomp ; and Staniflaus erected a handfome monu* 
ment to hismemory> with an elegant infcription 
expreflive of the. man's fidelity and of his own 
gratitude. The monument is a pyramid ftanding 
upon a farcophagus, with a Latin * and Polifli 
infcription. 

Kofinfki, whofe real name was John Kutfma, 
was born in the palatinate of Cracow, of mean pa-* 
rents. He aflumed the name of Kofinfki, which is 
that of a noble family, and was created an officer 
in the troops of the confederates under Pulafki. 

• u Hie jacet Georgras Henricus Biitzau, qui regem Staniflaum 
Auguftum, nefariis parricidarum telis impeti turn, die in Nov. 1771, 
proprii pectoris clypeo defendens, gemlnatis iAibus confoffus, glo- 
jiosc occubuit. Fidelis fubditi necem lugens, Rex pofuit hoccc 
monument ura illius in laudem, aliis exemplo.'* 

* Here lies George Henry Butzau, who, on the 3d of November, 
1771, oppofinghis own breaft to fliield Staniflaus Anguftus from 
the weapons of nefarious parricides, was pierced with repeated 
wounds,' and glorioufly expired. The king, lamenting the death 
of a faithful fubjecl, erected this monument, as a tribute to him, 
and an example to other** * 

Kofinfki 
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Kofinfki began to entertain the idea of preferring 
the king's life from the time in which he was 
abandoned by Lukawfki and Strawenfki ; yet he 
had, great ftruggles with himfelf before he de- 
termined to take this ftep, on account* of the 
iblemn engagements into which he had "entered. 
Even after his arrival at Warfaw, he exprefled 
much doubt of the propriety of his conduft, and 
fotne remoHe for having deceived his employers. 
Soon after the execution of Lukawfki . and 
Strawenfki, he was permitted to retire from Po- 
land, and refided at Semigallia in the Papal ter- 
ritories, where he enjoyed an annual penfion 
from the king. 

Lukawfki and Strawenfki were both taken, and 
feveral of the other affaffins. At the king's re- 
queft, the diet remitted the capital punifhment of 
the inferior confpirators, and condemned them 
to work for life on the fortifications of Ka- 
miniec. By his interceffion alfo the horrible 
punifliment which the laws of Poland infli6l on 
regicides were mitigated, and Lukawfki and 
Strawenfki were only beheaded. At the conclu- 
• fion of the troubles, Pulafki efcaped from Pq- 
land, and repaired to America;, he diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the American fervice, and was killed 
in attempting to/force the Britifh lines at the 
fiege of Savannah, in x 7 7 9- 

YOL. I. JC 
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Plan and projgfcfs of the f»rtition of Poland.— Proje&ed by the 
king of FVuffiSu— Adopted by the emperor 6f Germany, and 
finally acceded to by ttie emprefs of Ruffia.— The conient of the 
'king and diet of Poland extorted after great oppoiition.— - 
Changes in the government introduced by the partitioning 
powers.— Spirited, but fruitlefs,' refinance of the Polifh dele* 
gates.— Fate of the diJlidents. 

YjOLAND had long derived fecurity from 
■*• her peculiar fituatidn between three great 
powers, each equally interefted to prevent th& 
pthers from acquiring increafe of ftrength, or ad- 
dition of territory: the union of thefe rival po-* 
tentates Was corifidered as almoft impoflible; 
and fliould fuich an unexpe&ed union take place, 
it was deemed incredible that the other princes 
of Europe would paffively fubmit to a material 
alteration in the balance of power. 

Treaties upon treaties, and negociations upon 
negociations, guarantied to Poland the poflef- 
fion of her territory ; and at the king's accef- 
jion, the three powers who difmembered her pro- 
vinces, folemtilv renounced all right to any part 
of the Polifli dominions. But treaties and gua-^ 
ranties ate in general only fulfilled until they tran be 
broken with fafety ; and the moft«flfe6hnri method 
for a ftate to fecure its dominions, is to make 

* ' : -itfelf 
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itfelf refpe&able by ftrength and unanimity, and 
to be prepared againft attack. When a powerful 
people impute national difafters, which vigour 
aiid forefight mig^t have prevented, to the per* 
fidy of foreign ftates, they only bear teftimony, 
ir* more fpecious terms, to their own indolence* 
negligence, or weaknefs of government The 
natural ftrength of Poland, if properly exerted, 
\vould have formed a more certain bulwark 
fegainft the ambition of her neighbours than the 
faith of treaties ; and it is worthy of remark, that 
t>f the three partitioning powers, Pruffia* yraa 

• • In the 13th century, all Prtiffia belonged to the knights of the 

t_-_ _ % 

..Teutonic order. In 1454, that part, fince denominated Polifli or 
Vfefterri Pruffia, revolted to Cafimir IV. and was afterwards in- 
corporated into the dominions of tlie republic; at the fame time 
the knights were conftrained to hold the remaining part, called 
fcaftern Pruffia, as a fief of the crown of Poland. In 15*5 Eaftern 
Pruffia was ere&ed into an hereditary duchy, and given to Albert 
bf Brandenburg, as a Polifli fief. His fon Albert Frederick, being 
impaired in his faculties, the adminiftration was veiled firft in 
Joachim Frederick eieclor of Brandenburg, and afterwards in 
-Joachim's fon John Sigifmond, who had married Albert's daughter. 
Upon the d^mife of Albert without male heirs, John Sigifmond 
Succeeded to the duchy of Pruffiai and did homage as a vaflal of 
the republic. His grand fon Frederick William, the great Elector; 
tm the firft duke of Pruffia releafed from this badge of feudal de- 
pendence by John Cafimir j Eaftern Pruffia being declared a fove- 
reign, independent, and hereditary duchy. , 

Frederick hi$ fon affumed the title of King of Pruffia, which 
however the Poles never acknowledged until 1764, at the acceffion, 
of Staniflaus Auguftus. Frederick II. by the partition treaty, pof- 
fcflecl both Weftern and Eaftern Pruffia* v 

* * formerly*. 
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formerly in a ftate of vaffalage to the republic ; 
Ruffia*once faw hei* capital aiid throne pof- 
fefled by the Poles ; &nd Auftria was indebted 
to John Sobiefkiffot the prefervation of Vienna. 

A kingdom, fo lately the matter of prote&or 
oi its neighbours, would never have been fo 
eafily overwhelmed without the mpft glaring 
impetfeSions iti the government. Poland, in 
truth, formerly itiore pdwerful than the furrotmd- 
ing ftates, has declined in the midft of general 
improvement, and, after giving law to the 
north, is become an eafy prey to every invader. * 

The partition of Poland was firft proje&ed by 
the king of Pruffia. Polifli or Weftern Pruflfe 
had long been an objeft of his ambition J; ex- 

• Under Sigifmond III. whofe troops got poffeffion of Mofcow, 
and whofe fon Ladi.fiaus was chofen great duke of Mufcovy by a 
party of the Ruffian nobles. 

f John Sobieflci, who compelled the Turks to raife the fiege of 
Vienna, and delivered the houfe of Auftria from the greateft dan- 
gers it ever experienced. . 

% I find many inftances of the king of PrufnVs anxious «fenYe 
to acquire Polifli Pruffia, among the papers of lord Grantham and 
Mr. Keith, both of whom were Britifli envoys to the cctart of 
Vienna. A difpatch from the duke' of NewcafUe" to fir Charles 
Hanbury Williams and Mr. Keith, dated April 20, 1753, contains 
this remarkable paragraph : 

" It js known that the king of Pruffia's great objeft is to make 
hWelf mailer of Polifh' Pruffia, or La Prujfe Kqyale\ this has been 
for fome time the view of the Houfe of Brandebourg, and if it 
could be obtained, would add great ftrength and weight, even by 
fea, and particularly with regard to the trade, of the Baltic, to his 
Pruifian majelly's power, which we feel but tpo much at prefent.*' 

clufive 
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ciufive of its fertility, commerce, and popuia- 
tion, the local fituation rendered it highly valua- 
ble ; it lay between his German dominions ana 
Eaftern Pruffia, and while poffeffed by the Poles, 
cut off all communication between them. Dur- 
ing the courfe of the,feven "years war, Frederick 
experienced the mpft fatal efFefts from this dis- 
united pofition of his territories. By the acqui- 
fition of Weftern Pruffia, his dominions would 
be rendered compafit, and his troops in time of 
war be able to march from Berlin to Koningfbcrg 
without interruption. The period was now ar- 
rived, when the fituation of Poland feemed to 
promife the attainment of this favourite objeft. 
He purfued it, however, with all the caution of 
an able politician. On the commencement of the 
troubles, he fhewed no eagernefs to interfere in 
the affairs of this country, and although he con- 
curred with the ejnprefs pf Ruflia in raifing Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus to the throne of Poland, vet 
he declined taking an $6|ive part agsinft the con- 
federates. Afterwards, in 1769, when the whole 
kingdom was convulfed with civil conjjpotjons, 
and defolated by the plague, he adv^pced his 
troops into Poliili Pruffia^ an4 Qcpjipied that 
whole diftrift, under pretence of forming lines 
to prevent the Spreading of the infeftion. 

Though completely mafter of the country, 
and #pt apprehenfive of d> formidable refiftance 
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from the difttriited Poles ; yet, aware that the 
fecurity of his new acquifitioh depended upon 
the concurrence <*f Ruffia and Auftrla, be <plan-. 
iitd the partition. He communicated the proje& 
-to the emperor, by whom it was readily adopted, 
either during their interview at Niefs in Silefia* 
in 1769, or in the following year, at Neuftadt* 
-in Morayia. Jofeph, who had fecretty/ eacon-* 
raged the confederates, and even commenced a 
negotiation with the Porte againft Ruffia, now 
fuddenly altered his meafures, and increased his 
army towards the Polilh frontlets. The plague 
prefenting to him, as well as to the king of Pmf-i 
fia, a fpecious motive for ftationing troops in 
the dominions of the republic, he gradually ex-. 
tended his lines, and, in 177?, occupied the 
whole territory, Which he has fince difmembered. 
But, notwithftanding this change in his fenti-. 
ments, his real views upon Poland were at firfl 
effectually concealed ; and the confederates ima-- 
gined that the Auftrian artny was advancing to. 
&6t in their favour. 

Nothing remained towards completing the 
partition, > but the acceffion of the emprefc of 
Huffia, M r hi> was too difceming a politician not 

* See a curious v apctfunt of the interview between the emperor 
^nd the king of Prutfia, and the plan for the accompliibment of 
t lre partition, in WrsixalTs Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, &c, 
Vol. II. Letter 19,  • « - - 
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to regard with a Jealous eye the introduction of 
foreign powers into Poland. Poffefling an un- 
controuled afceadaucy over the whole country, 
fhe could proppfe no material advantage from 
the formal acquisition of a part, and mud pur- 
chafe a moderate addition to her territory by a 
confiderable furrender of authority. Frederick, 
well acquainted with the capacity of tlie emprcfs 
to difcern the true interefts of Ruffja, forbore 
opening any negociation on the fubje£l of the 
partition, until flie was involved in a Turkifh 
war. At th^t crifis he dilpatched his brother 
Prince Henry to Pcteriburg, who fuggefted to 
the emprefs that the houfe of Auftria was con- 
eluding; an alliance with the Porte; that never- 
thelefs the friendfhip of that houfe was to be 
purchafed by acceding to the partition, upon 
which condition the emperor would fuffer the 

 

Ruffians to profecute the war without interrup- 
tion. Catharine, anxious to pufh her conquefts 
againft the Turks, and dreading the interpofition 
of the emperor ; perceiving likewife, from the 
intimate union between the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin, that flie could not prevent the intended 
partition, clofed with the propofal, and fek&cd 
no inconsiderable portion of the Polifli territo- 
ries for herfelf. The treaty was figned at Pc- 
teriburg in the beginning of February 1772, by 
the Ruffian, Auftrian, and Pruffian plenipoten- 
tiaries. ~ 
'. ,E4 ^ As 
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As the troops of the three courts were already 
in pbffeffion of the greater part of Poland; the 
confederates, hemmed in on all fides, were fooi* 
difperfed ; and Europe waited in anxious expec- 
tation. Yet the partitioning powers proceeded 
with foch ^profound fecrecy, that even after the 
. ratification of the treaty, only vague conjeftures 
were entertained at Warfaw* concerning their 
real intentions ; and the late lord Cathcart, the 
Englifh mipifter at Peterfburgh, obtained no 
authentic information of its fignature, until two 
months after the event, . ' 

The firft formal notification of any pretentions 
to the Polifli territory was in September 1772, 
announced to the king and fenate aflembled at 
Warfaw, by the Imperial embaffador, which was 
foon followed by the memorials of the Ruffian 
and Pruffian courts, fpecifying their refpe&ive 

 i . f . p v 

# I have a cqlle&ion of MS. letters written from Warfaw before 
and after the partition : the following paflages from thofe letters will 
mew the myfterious conduit of the three courts, and the uncertainty 
of the Poles concerning the difmemberment. V Ort cache a Vienne 
les vrais motifs et le biit de la prochaine entree des troupes en Po- 
logne/'&c. May 6, 1772. All the letters fpeak of the apprehenfions 
of difmemberment; but the firft which mentions it with any certainty 
is dated May 19, which relates^ that one of the Icing of Pruflia's 
. officers, pafling through Marienbiirgh, even faid, that the neigh- 
bourhood of that town had fallen to the king by partition. May 3°* 
" On croit de plus et plus qu'on nous partagera \ tant d'avis qui 
s'accordent la deffus ne peuvent pas etre fur de vaines imaginations 
et conjectures,"- &g. Aug. 13. "La bombe' va crever, oh acheve 
le traite* de partage," &c. Auguft 34. a C'en eft fait, le traite 
6bauche au mois de Fevrier vient de prendre confidence/* &c. 

* claims, 
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claims. It would be tedious to enter into a dS- 
tail of the pleas urged by the three powers in 
favour of their feveral demands ; it would be no 

: lefs ; uninterefting to lay before the reader the an- 
fwers and remonftranees of the king and fenate, 

1 as well as the appeals to the other ftates which 

' had guarantied the p'offeffions of Poland. The 
pourts of London, Paris, Stockholm, and Co- 
penhagen, remonftrated ; but remonftranees 

~ without affiftance were of no efFe6t. Poland fub- 
mitted to the difmemberment *, not however 
without the moft violent ftruggles, and, for the 

' jirft time, &lt and lamented the fatal effe&s of 

- fqftion and difcord. 

A diet being demanded by the partitioning 
powers to ratify the ceflion, was convoked by the 
king in the following fummons: "Since there 

* are no hopes from any quarter, and any further 
delays will only tend to draw down the moft 
dreadful calamities upon the remainder of the 
dominions which are left to the republic ; the 
Hiet is convened for the 19th of April 1773, ac- 
Cording to the will of the three courts ; never- 



• In 1793, Poland fuffered a new difmemberment, from the 
united powers of Ruflia and Pruflia; and in 1795, after an ineffec- 
tual ftruggle, the government was annihilated, the king compelled 
to abdicate, and the whole country divided between Ruflia, 
Auftria, aid PrufHa, and incorporated in their refpeclive dorai- 

U10XX8. - . . , 

, theleft, 
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.illetef^ in order to>yoi4 all caufe of reprojiclj, 
tjie kmgt with the , adyioe of the fenate, agaiji 
4pfK&l& to the guarantees of the treaty of Oliva-" 
The diet *net at the appointed tjm^; and fbcfr 
wa& tfte ipi^it of $iq. members, that, notwith- 
ftamjing the 4epiQra$e fttuation of their country, 
and thfc threats ajid bribes of the three powers^ the 
partition-treaty was not ratified without much 
difl&ciiity. For fqme time the majority of the 
ihtiitios were "determined to oppofe the difmem- 
ferment : and the king firmly perfifted in the 
feme refolution*. The embaiTadora of the; thrpe 

courts 

* The king was bitterly cenfured for contenting 4cthe treaty of 
partition, aft d even accufed of being acceflbry to, the difmember- 
mient. The laft.unjuft afperfion he fully refuted, in his celebrated 
fpeech to the diet on die lothof May 1775; but an anecdote, com- 
municated to me by Mr. afterwards fir Thomas Wroughton* feeras 
to prove that the king was fenfible of, and even condemned ;feis 
own irrefalution. 

A few days before he confented to the treaty of difmemberment, 
the king fent for Mr. Wroughton, and exprefFed his refolution to 
abdicate rather than fign the a& of dirniemberment. "Do yau 
: thkik/' he faid, " that the king of England will give me an 
afylum?"* The Britifh minifter replying in the affirmative, he 
added, " Inform your court, that I am determined to withhold my* 
fignature/* Mr. Wroughton infinuating, that perhaps his Ma- 
jefty might change his mind. " Do you fee this right hand V* ex- 
claimed the king with vehemence j " I will fooner have it cut off 
than fign the treaty, and whatfoever becomes of me, I am ready tc* 
fupport my duty with firmnefs. If you will not write, I will 
write my (elf. " Mr. Wroughton obeyed j but in a few days the 
king figned the treaty. At the next meeting he apologized for 
, Jus weaknefs, and acknowledged that he was unfit to be king of 

Poland. 
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courts enforced their requifitiofts by the moft 
alarming menaces ; threatened the king with de» 

pofition 

Poland, f I was menaced/* he added, ** with depofition and con- 
finement; my friends and family would hare been involved in my 
ruin, my country would have been pillaged by my-enemies, and I 
had not resolution torefift." 

In the frequent conferences* to which I had the honour of being 

- admitted by the king of Poland, he uniformly declared, that 

the principal motive which induced him to fign the aft of diimem- 

berment, was derived from the dread of involving his friends in his 

w own ruin, and that he a&ed in conformity with the advice of thole 

perfonsin whom he placed the moft implicit confidence. 

The truth of thefe aflertions is fuffioienrly evident, from an 
anecdote confidentially communicated by count Stackelberg himfelf. 

It was well known to the Ruffian court, that the king's opposition 
to the difmemberment and to the new form of government, was 
countenanced by his. uncle prince Czartorifki, and his other rela- 
tions. The Ruffian embaifador deemed it therefore neceflary to 
intimidate his advifers ; and when the ministers of the three powers 
delivered to the delegates the demands of their refpedtive courts, 
the Auftrian and Pruffian plenipotentiaries gave only a wort and 
fpecific ftatement of their claims * but the Ruifian embafiador pre- 
sented a long memorial, in which he declared, " that certain per- 
fons," by whom he defignated the king's uncle and principal ad- 
viiers, u had, by fomenting the internal diforders of the ftate, reduced 
Poland to her prefent wretched fituation, The delegates, inflamed 
. by this charge almoft to madnefs, threatened to deftroy thofe who 
had been tlie caufe of their country's misfortunes, and repeatedly 
.demanded their names. The prefident of the delegates even wrote to 
count Stackelberg a note, in which, after deicribing the indigna- 
tion which his memorial had excited among the members, he add* 
ed, " You have it in your power to wreak your vengeance on thofe t 
who have offended your court." The embafiador replied, a I re- 
queft you to poftpone your fitting till Monday (it was then Satur- 
day) and fend a deputation to demand the names of thofe who 
bays caufed the misfortunes of their country ,'• 

Oa 
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pofition and imprifonment, and. declared that if 

- the diet continued refra&ory, Warfaw fliould b§ 
pillaged. This report, induftrioufly circulated, 
made a <}eep impr&fion pppn the inhabitants. 

- J3y thefe menaces, by corrupting the marflial of 

- the diet, who was' accompanied with a Ruffian 
guard; in a woiti, by bribes*, promifes, and 
threats, the deputies at length ratified the dif- 
memberment. In the fenate, however, or upper 
houfe, there was a majority of only fix ; in the 
lower houfe, or affembly of the nuntios, but one 

* fingle vote in favour of the meafuref. An aft 

On the following day the Ruffian embaflador mfinuated to the 
king, who was alarmed for his relations, that their fate depended 
on" their future behaviour. On Monday the deputation waited on 
the embaflador, who anfwered, that he had. not the empreft'a or- 
ders to denounce thofeperfons, but would communicate their re- 
queft to her Imperial majefty. This meafure (to ufe the expreffion 
of count fctackelberg) was to hold the fword of Damocles over 
theif heads. From that momont they became fubfervient to the 
views of Ruffia, and urged the king to fign the a6r. of difinember- 
ment, and to agree to the eftablifliment of the permanent council. 

* The Ruffian embaflador arranged all the meafures relative to 
the new form of government ; he repeatedly expatiated on the ve- 
nality of the Poles. Even during the fitting of the diet, when th e 
partition was ratified, numbers fervilely crouded round him to fo- 
licit honours and places. He flood in the middle of the houfe, die- 
tating to the chancellor the names of thofe who were appointed to 
the fiaroftics and offices of the new government ; and near the ter- 
mination of the meeting, being fatigued with the numerous felicita- 
tions for the title of prince, he peevjflily exclaimed, " Let the diet 
* be created princefs, and then you will all be princes." 

t Bv 54agsinft 53. ' . 

was 
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was then pafied to limit the feffions to the term of 
a few days, and delegates were appointed, with 
full powers to adjuft, in concert with fheembaffa- 
dors, the terms of the difmemberment. The 
commiflioners, or delegates, on the di Ablution 
of the diet in May, entered* upon their office, 
and, by the month of September, finally conclud- 
ed the treaty of partition in conformity to the 
di&ates of the three courts. At this jun&ute, 
feveral nobles boldlv iffued manifeftoes and re- 
monftrances in various parts of the kingdom, 
againft the ceffion of the provinces, and repro- 
bated the conduft of the partitioning powers ; 
but fuch remonftrances were totally difregarded, 
and confidered only as the laft convulfions of an 
expiring nation. 

v Of the difmembered countries* the Ruffian 
province is the largeft, the Auftrian the mod po- 
pulous, and the Pruffian the moft commercial. 
The population of the whole amounts to near 
5,000,000 of fouls; the firft containing 1,500,000, 
the fecond 2,500,000, and the third 860,000. 
Weftern Pruflia was the greateft lofs to Poland, 
as by the difmemberment of that province, the 
navigation of the Viftula depends upon the king 

• 

• The reader, by con ful ting the map of Poland (prefixed to this 
work) will fee the fituation and extent of the three difmembered 
provinces. For an account of the Auftrian province, fee {took II. 
chap. I. ; of the Ruffian, Book III. chap. I, 

/ of 
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X>f Praffia: by the lofs confequently of this dif- 
trift, a fatal blow was given to the trade df Po* 
land ; for the heavy duties laid upon the ttier* 
chandize paffing to Panteic, have greatly dimi* 
niihed the commence of that tdyrn, and tranf- 
ferred a confiderable portion of it to Memmel 
and Koningiburghi : 

Although the limits were fettled by the treaty 
of partition, yet the Auftrians and Pruffians con- 
tinually extended their frontiers: the emperbf 
feized upon Cafimir, and even avowed an inten- 
tion of taking poffeffion of Cracow and Kami- 
niec ; while Frederick alleged thefe ufurpation* 
as a juftification for fimilat encroachments, urg* 
ing, that he could not, confidently with his own 
fecurity, fee the emperor increafe his dominions 
without affuming an equivalent 

Catharine was forced for a time to connive at 
thefe encroachments ; but no fooner was peace * 

eftabjifted 

I 

1 

* The peace between the Emprefs and the Turks was figned oil 
the titik. of July 1774, in Marlhal Romanzof 's camp near Bulgaria) 
and in a letter from Warfaw, dated Auguft 5*9, it is faid, " Th* 
emperor and king of Pruflia continued encroaching upon the Po- 
lilh territories, an/i enlarging their frontiers which were marked bf. 
the. treaty of Pettiiburgh. But. upon the conclufion of the" peace; 
the Auftrian and Pruflian troops retired within their refpe&ive 
lines. Behold already the good effe&s of this glorious peace I 
What would have become of us, if ' the arms of the Ottoman em- 
pire had profpered according to the wiihes of many ?*' And ill 
another, dated Sept. 14, 1775, " Thekingof Pruffia has written to 
the emprefs of Ruftia a letter in a moft enchanting ftyle* After 

much 
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eftablifhed with the Turi», and the rebellion of 
Pugatcheff cruflied, than fhe turned her whole 
attention to Poland; arid in confequence of her 
fpirited remonftrances, both Auftrians and Pruf- 
/fians relinquished their ufurpations, and confined 
themfelves to the limits marked by the treaty of 
partition. . 

The partitioning powers did lefs injury to the 
republic by difmembering its faireft provinces, 
than by perpetuating the principles of anarchy, 
and, eftablifliing on a permanent footing, that 
exorbitant liberty*, wfyich is ever the parent of 
faftion, and has proved the ruin of the repub- 
lic. Under pretence of amending the -confti- 
ttition, they confirmed all its defers, and render 
ed this unhappy country incapable of emerging* 
from its prefent deplorable ftate. 

The delegates who ratified the treaty of parti- 
tion, being alfo empowered by the diet to con 
cert with the three courts anv alterations in the 
conftitutron whiclrmight appear beneficial io the 
kingdom, continued their fittings from May 

much pratfe, he>dds, notwkhtfttndittg the juftice of hisckkattpoa 
thofe parts which he has annexed -to his former acquifitions,he (hall 
make no difficulty In facrificing them, as a proof of his readihers to 
©blige Iter Imperial majefty-, provkleH the hoiafe j of Auftria will 
alfo reftore wircHfce has taken." 

' * "Oar liberty/' faidaPole, " is like a two-edged -fwordl in. the 
hand of an infant, and for that very reafon our neighbours a/e 
Suixious to pTefetveh entire." " '- 

- '•' ^ 1773 
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i.?73 to March IJ75 ;, during this period the 
convocation of , the ordinary diet was poftponed 
until the members of the delegation had agreed 
to all the innovations propofed by the embaffa- 
dors, and until the government was finally ar- 
ranged. Notwithftanding the wretched condi- 
tion of Poland, arid the refiftlefs power of the 
three courts, the king and the majority of the 
delegates long withheld their jonfent to the 
alterations. 

An idea of their fpirit may be formed from 
an account of a meeting, when the propofitions 
relating to the change of government were firft 
produced in 1773. Before the appearance of 
the three embaffadors much was faid againft the 
projefted innovations; many reproaches were 
call againft the ' authors of that plan, for fa- 
crificing the public advantage to their private 
ambition, refentment, and interefts. At the 
entrance of the three embaffadors, a profound 
filence took place for fome minutes, until the fe- 
cretary of the Ruffian embaffy began to read the 
plan for new-modeling the conftitution ; when 
a general murmur fpread through the whole a£ 
feinbly, increafing, as he proceeded, to ftfch a 
degree as almoft to drown his voice, and he 
could not, without frequent interruptions, finifl* 
the recital. He had fcarcelv concluded, when, 
the whole body of delegates Ipudly demanded 

the 
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. the treaties of partition and alliance ; the em- 
baffadors anfwering, that many points could not 
be adjufted Without farther inftru&ions from 
their refpe&ive courts, it was replied, that in the 
mean time they might introduce the treaty of 
commerce, which they were authorifed to con- 
clude. At all events^ it was urged, the propofal 
concerning the change of government is prema- * 
ture ; a revolution of fuch extreme importance 
demands the moft deliberate examination, and 
ought not to be precipitated, as a circumftance 
of no concern to the nation. One' of the dele- 
gates, who was moft violent in his oppofition, 
delivered his fentiments with a freedom which 
aftoniflied the affembly, and wh$n the embaffa- 
dors, who did not underftand the Polifh idiom, 
applied to a Caftellan for an explanation, he ex- 
cised himfelf, under pretence of not being qua- 
lified for the office of interpreter. At length, a 
Palatine, of the embaffadors' party, acquainting 

Jthem with the contents of the fpeech ; the ora- 
tor thanked him for explaining the purport of 
his harangue in fo able a manner, while the 
praifes which, in a fine tone of irony, he affefted 
to bellow upon the Palatine for his readinefs to 
oblige, as well as for his independent fpirit, oc- 
cafioned much mirth in the affemblv. The un- 
difguifed approbation given by the greater part 
of the members to this orator, convinced the eny 
vol. i. f batfadort 
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fcaffadors .that this was no time .to obtrude th$f ? 
refolutions upon the dekgajtes ; they accordingly 
Jw'Qke up the- meeting, and pbftppjned the.bqfineff 
to a future period *• The next feffion, however, 
w;as not more favourable to their wiflies,; nor did 
the patriotic zeal of the delegates feem to abate- 

* 

Their pppofition indeed to this meafure continued 
fp violent thftt more than a year e|apfed before 
the embafffidars, we$e able, by the influence of 
threats, bribery, and pronrifes, to obtain a, majo- 
rity ; and before^the delegates, terrified or feduqed 
into compliance, formally acceded to the change 
of government. This important point b$ing ob- 
tained, the delegation was diffolved on the rsth 
of April, 1 775, and all the articles were pQiifirmed 
by the general diet.- 

A note, delivered by the three embaffadors to 
ihe delegates on the 13th of September, 1773, 
will convey a general idea of the changes in the 
cotiilitution. " The courts are fo interefted in 
the pacification of Poland, that> while the trea- 
ties are preparing to be %ned and ratified, the 
minifters cannot lofe any of that valuable tipie, 
fo neqeffary for the re-eftablifhment of order, and 
,the tranquillity of this fcingdopj. We jio\& tfcerer 

/ 

• 9 

* The following pd%e in one of my MS. letters, dated fo late 
as Nov. 13, 1774, wil1 feew the difficulty of fettling with the dele- 
gates. "The plan for the permanent council continues to be readi 
ft ftill excites " continual debates, and more wiJl arife^but all will 
%e finiftled according to the will of the* im"niilei*s:*' - * ' : 

- : - s : - : --fore, 
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fore, dd&ep to thg" delegation apart of thofe 
cardinal lawsj to the ratification of which oar 
court* will not foffer iny^contradl&ion. 

t. >* The crown of Poland (hall he for ever elec** 
tive, and ail order of fucceffion profcribed : any 
peribid who ibail end&your to break this law, 
ftait fee declared an eaSemy to his country, and 
liable to be puniflied accordingly. 2. Foreign 
candidates to the throne, being the frequent 
caule of troubles: afiddivifion, {hall be excluded; 
and in future, no perfbn can be chofen king of 
Poland, and great duke of Lithuania, excepting 
a native Pole, of noble origin, and poflefling land 
frithia the kingdom. The fpn, or grandfon, of 
asking of Poland, cannot be ele&ed immediately 
upon the death of his father or grandfather ; nor 
fliall be eligible, till after an interval of two reigns. 
8. The government of Poland fliall be for ever 
free, independent, and of a republican form, 
4. The true principle of the faid government con* 
filling in the ftrift execution of its laws, and the 
equilibrium of the three eftates, namely, the king, 
the fenate, and the equeftrian order, a permanent 
council fliall be eftablifhed, in which the execu- 
tive power fliall be veiled. In this council the 
equeftrian order, hitherto excluded from the 
adminiftration of affairs in the intervals of the* 
diets, fliall be admitted ; as fliall be more clearly 
laid dovra in the future arrangements." 

pa Thefe 
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Thefc arrangements paving been carried into 
execution, I ihall make a few remarks upon the 
feveral articles. By the firft, the houfe of Sax- 
ony, and all foreign princes, likely to give weight 
to Poland by their hereditary dominions, are ren- 
dered incapable of filling the throne. By the fe- 
cond, the exclufion of a king's fon or grandfon, 
excepting after an interval of two reigns* re- 
moves the faintcrft profpe6l of an hereditary fove- 
reignty, and entails upon the kingdom all the evils 
infeparable from that moft wretched form of go- 
vernment, an ele&ive monarchy* By the third 
article, the liberum vetO) and all the exorbitant 
privileges of the equeftrian order, are confirmed 
in their utmoft latitude, and by the laft, the prero- 
gatives of the crown, are ftill farther diminished. 

Before the cpnclufion of this chapter, it will 
be proper to mention the fate of the diffident** 
Their pretentions were finally fettled between 
the republic and the mediating powers, at the laft 
meeting of the delegates. The catholic party vio- 
lently oppofing the reftoration of their ancient 
privileges, by the cohfent of the foreign courts^ 
they continue excluded from the diet, the fenate, 
and the permanent council. In return, the diffi- 
dents enjoy the free exercife of their religion, 
are permitted to have churches without bells, 
fchools and feminaries, are capable of fitting 
in the inferior courts of juftice, and in the tri- 
bunal 
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bunal appointed to try appeals in matters of re- 
ligion, three of their communion are admitted 
as affeflbrs. 

In confequence of this toleration, the diflidents 
have conftru&ed churches in different parts of 
the kingdom ; one built upon this occafion by 
the Lutherans at Warfaw, has the following in* 
fcription : 

" Has sedes Deo J, O. facras 
Coetus Varfovtenfis in Augufi. Confeff, ex con* 
fenfu Staniilai Augufti Regis et Reipublica? 
fyuere ccepit Aprilis %4, 1777," 
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Government of JPoUfd^Sdpremf aadlegifbtivea^thojity refcfcrf 
in the diet.— Executive power vefted in the permanent council* 

' —Origin of the 'diet.*— Place arid time of affemblingi--(lrainaiy 

--arid e«tra6wiinary^lC6nVbke#Sy Hie'fcng.-^ohftitueht' r&rU 
—King, fenate, and nuntios .— ^Proceedings .— *Libef\tm« Vatic*.—" 
Its dreadful eiFe&p.-j-^Iow r^;n«||diedj*~piet of confederacy.— » 
The plain of Vola where the kings are ele&ed.— Diets of convo* 

- wtibn and elecliori^ - ; ;> " ./..-..) 

' J ' ■»" * 1 J / .» ' 1 ' J . •' ' " 

THE government of Pplahd is; wijth great pro* 
priety ftyled a republic, beCaufe the king is 
exceedingly limited in his prerogative, and rg* 
1 femble? more the thief of a commonwealth, than' 
the fovereign of a powerful monarchy* 

The fupreme legiflative authority refides in 
the three eftates of the realm, the king, fenate, 
and equeftrian order, affembled in a national diet** 
The executive power, heretofore entrufted to the 
king and fenate, is, according to the new form 
of government, vefted in the fupreme permanent 

council \ * 

The 

# For an account o^tne diet, iee the next chapteY 
-f- By the eftablimment of this council, the king was deprived of 
the power of conferring the ftarofties, and inftead of freely appoint-* 
ing the bifhops, caflellans» palatines, and minifters, is reitricted to 
the choice of three candidates, prefented by the permanent council* 
The king is merely the prefident of the permanent council, which 
conftfts of threg bifhops, nine lay-fenators, four minifters, the mar* 
fljaJ, and eighteen coiinfellors of the equeftrian order j all of whom 

7 if* 
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^h£ general dtet declares war, makes peace, 
fevie^*&Mieri3, fofcn& affiance^ impofea taxes, 
eriS6fe Bf^s; and rixtireifts atl the rights of abfo* 
lute favereiomtv. '" '* 

The Beft Bifloriand : date «he earNeft diet 'in the 
ttvgn of Cafiinlr .the Cheat; but allow . that it 
tr&iri&t modelled into its prefent form until tha 
feign of Caffifrir the Third. '  

: Thei place of hoHiii ^ the diefe depended for* 
ifterly upott thewifrof the kings ; and Louis eveii 
fummoned two in Hungary, In thofe early timed 
V&itckiltfis the town #hfete<h«y mbfl flteqUently 
affihrcbled ; but in- 1569, at the* union- of Poland 
and Lfthtfarii-k, Waifew Xvas appfcitrted the placf 
of meeting ? and i 11 075, it was <AA&ed, that of 
tHreef flifceeftive diets, twb diould be h£ld in this 
fcapiral, khd one at Grodno* iu-Litfhuariia. Thii 
fe^uMtioti has been generally follow**}, utrtil the 
prdfetti' reigri, when the aflfembiii^ifeaVe bee# 
uhHbrtt^ fummoneA-to Warfaw'f >' r ™ l ' : ' ; 

fWets are trnfinary ind extraoftfibHry j the for* 
mer are convened every two yeats^tfhe Jitter y a$ 

are. cbofett every two years by a majority of (ecret votes in the diet. 
to this council, which' may be calfed a committee, under* the con- 
trour<*f f fc«tffe,'far eritJ&tingtfie MgaTtfmce, ail internal rt£ul»L 
JDoiukm^bimitted befpr^'tbey a>e pfcjpofed,,^ tW diet, andaj} 
foreign a|Fajrs decided by a majority,, 

t •LengnUh, Hift! Pol. p. 2^x, 

rt See fepoj^ II. Chajk .6. .Art. Grodno. Since my laft departure 
fromVoiandm VySTj, a diet : ha : $ been" held at'Gtofoo, c: ' ' v 

' ; i ' j f 4 occafioj| 
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occafion requires. In 1 7 1 7 the ufual feafon for 
the ordinary diets was fixed at Michaelmas, but 
has fince been occafionally changed to the month 
of O&ober or November. 

The king, with the advice .of the permanent 
council, convokes the diet, by circular letters 
iffued to the palatines in their refpe&ive pro- 
vinces, at lead fix weeks before the time appointed 
for the meeting ; thefe letters are accompanied 
with a fhort Sketch of the bufinefs to be agitated 
in the diet. 

- The conftituent parts of the diet are the three 
eftates of the realm ; the king, the fenate, and 
the nobles or gentry, by their nuntros orrepre* 
fentatives. The king, confidered in his capacity 
of prefident, is merely the chief of the diet; he 
fubfcribes the ads, and decrees, iffues all or- 
dinance? in his own jiame, and that of the re- 
public, without enjoy ing the right of a negative-. 
He has no vote, excepting upon an eqiuality of 
fuffrages ; but is at liberty to deliver his fe&ti- 
inents upon all queftions. 

Staniflaus is efteemed one of the moft eloquent 
among the Polifli orators, he ha$ an agreeable tone 
• of voice, harangues with great animation, energy, 
and dignity, and his fpeeches always make a 
confiderable impreffion; When difpofed to fpeak> 
he rifes from his feat, advances a few Heps, and 
exclaims " I fummon the minifters of ftate to the 

throne." 
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throne-" Then the great officers of the Crown, 
who are fitting at the lower end of the fenate* 
houfe, approach and {land near the king ; the 
four great marfhals ftrike the ground together 
with their Haves of office, and the firft fays, " The 
" king is going to fpeak ;" 

The fecond eftate, or the fenate, is compofed 
of fpiritual and temporal fenators. The bifliop 
or fpiritual fenators have the precedence over the 
temporal fenators. The archbiihop of Gnefna is 
primate of the fenate, and viceroy in cafe of an 
mtanegnum. 

• The temporal are palatines, caftellans, and 
the great officers of ftate. The palatines are the 
governors of provinces, who hold their offices 
for life ; and in time of war, when the army of 
the republic is fummoned, they levy and lead the 
force of their palatinates into the field, according 
to the tenure of feudal fervices; in time of peace, 
they convoke the aiTemblies of the palati- 
nates, and prefide in the county courts of juftice. 
The Caftellans are divided into Grand and Petty 
Caftellans; their office, in time of peace, is 
merely nominal ; but when the military or feu* 
dal fervices are required, they are the lieutenants 
of the palatines,under whom they command the 
troops of the feveral diftri&s. 
- The mini iters of ftate, who fit in the. fenate, are 
£*t?en/ the two great marshals of Polaifd and 
• '. Lithuania, 
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Lithuania, the two fob-marihali} the two gWa^ 
charicellors, the -two vice-chaii<»Hdrs, the two 
grtfat generals, the two little gertgtffcls* the tWd 
gfteat treafurers, and 4 the two lUt^ttegfureFSi » » t 

' AH the fenato*s- Wre^ formerly appointed fey 
the king ; but by the late change of government, 
his choice is reftrifted to 6ne of thi^e candidates 
}>refented : by the permanent ccrimttifc { THe $na-> 
tors, 1 once- nominated) cannot 'be 1 deprived/ d£ 
thrffr 'dutfges, excepting by thedtdk< ^he tjlftrd 
iftafoi %* formed by the- nurifciofc^ itepMfeaft*- 
tives of the equeftrian order, chofen itt> the' fcH*i 
tines or atiemblies of f each palatteatej in ntftfch 
feVei*y : iidble of gentleman,- at the age of ei^tn 
teen, has a vote, arttf is capable- 0# being dte6te& 
thetfc'iS no' qualification in poiiiE of property, 
£ith& : fibr the ele&ore or ele&ed j ' it is only ne- 
Wffitff that- the nurftib fhould be ft noble ; that 
is, a-peHbn not engaged in trade' or commerce, 
pofleffing land himfelf r the fon of a perfon pof* 
feffing land, or of aft'atotietit family yhtefr for-i 
IfceMy ^offeffed land; * lEafcli itofttib muft be 
tweift^three yean* ofi &g& When %hfe diet aifem* 
kes; *ho king, ferfat*e r . and nunttos/'lfrft meel 
in the fctthedral of Warfaw, ajw* hear -taafs and 
a fernion. After fervice; the members . 6f the 
fenate, or upper houfe, repair to the fenate4ionfe ; 
and the nuntios r or lowejvhoufe to their cham- 
ber, wfcefethcy choofe" by a majoiity fi 6f'Vore*si 

a marshal/ 
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9 mferftfefy or fpeaker of the equeftrian order : - to 
prevent unifeceflary delays ,the election is re- 
quired to take pfe.ee within three days after their 
meeting # . 'Tiro -day* after the choice of their 
ijteaker, the king, fenate, and imniios, aflembfe in 
the fenate-houfe, which is called the junftioiyof 
the Wo : hdufes. Thenuntios then hi6 the kind's 
liteuvd ; and -the ^ tnembers of' the .diet take thehr 
fjfaKXaw the 'following order: \ 

• <l3ieking is fearted, in regsthftate, fcpon amifed 
4hf0ne, under a caftopy at .the upper end of tbtf 
dparUnent At . the lower edd, oppofite fthb 
throne, fit in armed chairs .the. mini (tens ofAatb 
The ' bkhopsf, palatines, and caitellans, art 






- .* Formerly) it being ftipulated that the election of the marihaj 
mould take place as fooh as poftble, much time ufually elapfed be- 
fore' a marfhal was chofeh j and as the fitting of the national aflfem* 
ffly is confined to fix *ee)gs, fometimes the nuntibs could neve* 
! 9tffrte in the choice, and feveral diets broke up without transacting 
bu£nefs» Connor, who vifited Poland in John Sobiefki's reign 
lays upon th« head, u He that defigns to be elected maHhal, mult 
treat the gentry all the while, otherwife he' would have no vote fo& 
Aim; ^nd .oommonly thej prolong the election, that they may live 
the longer at the candidate's charges/* V. II. p. 92. 

To remedy this inconvenience, it was enafted in i $90, that tlW 
KhaHhal mnft be chofen on the firft day of the meeting ; but in ij69f 
the' time allowed for the election was extended to three days. See 
Xeng. J. P. II. p. 3»i. and Loix et Conft. de 1768, p. 52. 

f Including the archblfliops ©f Gnefna and Vilna, each at the* 
liead of his refpe&ive fuffragans* 

The reader will find a print, which gl*es a feithfal repreienfa* 
«ion of the diet, in Connor^ Hiftory of Poland, v. II. p. Sz. Oiw 
trifling error muft be corre&ed, the feats marked 1111 are Tor thtf 
toiftiilers of ftatc, when not (landing near the throne. 

ranged 
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ranged in three rows of armed chairs, extending 
from the throne on each fide ; and beliind thefe 
are placed the nantios upon benches covered 
with red cloth. The fehators have the privilege 
of wearing their caps, but the nuntios are un^ 
covered. 

AH the members being feated, the Pa8a Ctoit 
tenia are read ; when the fpeaker of the equef? 
trian order, as well as each nuntio, is empowered 
to interrupt the perufal by remonftrating againft 
the infringement of any particular article, and 
demanding a redrefs of grievances. The great 
chancellor then propofes the queftions in the 
king's name; after which, his majefty nomlr 
nates three fenators, and the fpeaker fix nuntios, 
to prepare the bills. The diet, by majority of 
yoices, choofes a committee to examine the ac-> 
counts of the treafury, and eleft the members* 
of*e permanent council. 

Thefe preliminary tranfa&ions ought to be, 
difpatched in the fpace of three weeks; at 
which period the two houfes feparate; the nun- 
tios retire into their own chamber, and the bills 
undergo a difcuffion in each houfe. Thofe which 
relate to the treafury, are appro ve4 or rejected by 
thfe fentiments of the majority. But in all ftate- 

. * The equeftrian members of the laft permanent council are per* 
mitted to be present in this affembly without having a vote, until 
tfre.refolutions of the council are approved by the diet. The fena- 
tors, wtio have a feat in the council, are prefent of courfe. 

matter 
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lhatters* of the higheft importance, no refolutioti 
is valid, uhlefs ratified by the 1 unanimous affent 
of every nuntio, each of whom is able to fuf* 
pend all proceedings by his exertion of the XI* 
berum Veto. 

The diet mud not fit longer than fix weeks : on 
the firft day, therefore, of the fixjh week the 
fenate and nuntios reaffemble in the fenate-houffe 
The ftate-bills (provided they are unanimoufly 
agreed to by the nuntios, an event which feldom * 
happens in a free diet) are paffed into laws ; but 
if unanimity be wanting are reje&ed, and the 
bufinefs relating to the treafury, which has beeii 
carried by a majority, is read and regiftered. 

At the cohclufion of the fixth week the laws 
are figned by the fpeaker and nuntio, and the 
diet is diffolved. 

Extraordinary diets are fubjeft to the fame re* 
gulations as ordinary diets, with this difference, 

• Matters of ftate are thus defined by the conftitution of 176& 
1. Increafe or alteration of the taxes, 3. Augmentation of the 
army. $• Treaties of alliance and peace with the neighbouring 
powers. 4. Declaration of war. 5. Naturalization and creation 
of nobility. 6. RedulHon of the coin. 7. Augmentation or di- 
minution in the charges of the tribunals, or in the authority of the 
mimfters of £eac« and war. 8. Creation of places. 9. Order of 
holding the diets or dietines. io* Alterations in the tribunals. 
Bi. Augmentation of the prerogatives of the fenatus-confuita* 

12. Permiflion to the king to purchafe lands for his fucceflors* 

13. Arrkr-ban, or fummoning the nobles to arms. 

In all thefe cafes unanimity is requite. Set Loix et Conft. de la 
JDicte de 176S, p. 46. • - * f 

that 
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that they cannot, by the (x>nftitut»p«f of 171S8» 
continue longer than a fortnight. ' On the famg 
day In which the two houfes aflfcmble iu the 6? 
ttate-hoqjfc, the . queftiojis are to be laid before 
them, and the nuntios return immediately ito 
their own chamber. On the thirteenth day, Lttie 
two boufes are again united ; and on the fiffceenjfe 
the laws being read and figned,. the;: diet; if dif? 
folved. The moft extraordinary cbafd£teriftic iix 
Idle conftitution of Poland, which diftinguiihes 
this government from all others, botli in antient 
and modern times, is tfae Idbermk Veto, or thte 
power which each niintio enjoys in a. Jxeei diet,** 
not .only, like the tribunes of antient Rofaae, of 
putting a negative upon any law*.<but .even of 
diffolying the aflembly. , 

This privilege is not found in atoy period of tha 
Poliih hiftory, antecedent to ' the reign of John 
jCafimir. In 1652, when the diet of W^rfaw 
was debating upon tranfa6lious of the titmoft 
importance which required a fpeedy determina- 
tion, Sicinfki, nuntio of Upita' in ; Lithuania, 
cried out, " I flop the proceedings |." Having 
uttered thefe wojkU, he quitted the aflembly^ 
and repairing to the chancellor, protefted, that 

• • A free diet, in which unanimity is requisite, is diftinguiflied 
from a diet of confederacy, in which all bufinefs is carried by the 
majority. 

t X*ng. Jus Pub. v, II, p. 2*15; 
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gfripmy t^.haddbeea carried contrary . to . the 
^^itutit>a^f tbferq>ul>li€, Jhefliould cojafidor 
it as an. infringement of the la#9, if the diet emit 
tipued to fit. <"£he members jvere thunderftrucfc 
at a prpte&r-ftf Ihis nature, hitherto unknown. 
W^rm debates, topk place in regard to the pro* 
jfriety of continuing or . diffolving the diet ; at 
Jeftgth, : the Venal , and difcontented faction, ^ho 
fupporjted the p^ojbe/i, obtained the majdrity, and 
the affembly broke up in great confufion. 

This tran&ftion changed entirely the conftitur 
f£on of Poland, and gavje an unlimited fcope to 
mifrnle and faction. The following caufes prp- 
J?ably jndiiced the Poles jtoacquiefce in eftablifli- 
ing the Liberum Veto, thus cafually introduced. 

It was the intejeft of the great officers of (late, 
particularly the great general, the great treafurer, 
.and great jnarihal, in w r hofe hands were vefted 
the adminiftration of the army, the .finances, 
and the police, to abridge the fittings of the 
diet. Xhefe great officers of ftate, being once 
nominated by the king, enjoyed their appoint* 
ments for life, independent of his authority, and 
liable to no controul during the intervals of the 
diets, to which alone, they w r ere refponfible; 
This powerful body ftronglv efpoufed the Libe- 
rum Veto; confeious that they could eafily, and 
at all times, . fecure a *nuntio. to proteft, and by 
that means elude all enquiry into, their adroini* 
ibration. % .... .«.:*•; 

'— By 
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By a fundamental law of the republic, nobles 
accufed of certain capital crimes could only be 
brought to trial before the diet ; and aft many 
perfons flood under that defcription, all thefe and 
their adherents favoured an expedient tending to 
diflblvethe only tribunal by which they could be 
convi&ed and punifhed. 

The exigencies of the ftate, occafioned by the 
continual* wars in which Poland had been engag- 
ed, demanded/ aft this particular crifis, an im- 
-pofition of heavy taxes ; rind as the fole power 
of levying pecuniary aids refided in the diet, all 
the nuntios who oppofed additional fubfidies, fe- 
conded the propofal for ihortenuig the duration 
of the affembly. 

The influence of the great neighbouring 
powers, interefted to foment anarchy and confix 
lion in the Polifh counfels. Before this period, 
if they wifhed to form* a cabal, and carry any 
point in the national affembly, they were obliged 
to fecure a majority of votes ; but under the new 
arrangement they were able to attain their end on 
muqh eafier terms, and terminate any diet un- 
friendly to their views, by the corruption of a 
fingle member, . -  

The bad effe&s of the Liberum Veto were foon 
felt by the nation to fach an alarming degree, that 
all the members in the diet of 1670 bound them- 
(elves by oath, not to exert it, and even palled a 
rsfolution that it fliould be void of effeft during 

the 
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the continuance of 'that meeting. Notwith- 
ftanding theft raliitafy precautions, one Zabor- 
zifki, ntintib frbfil : the palatinate of Bratlau, in- 
terpofing his negative, brought this very diet to 
a prematura diffolution*. 

This Liberum Veto has been always confidered 
by the moft intelligent Poles as one of the princi- 
pal causes which contributed to the decline of 
theft country. From the aera of its eftablifliment 
pikblici bufinefs has continually fuiFered the moft 
fatal interruption; it abruptly broke up feven 
diets in the reign of John Cafimir, four under 
Michael, feven under John Sobieiki, and thirty 
during the reigns of the two Augufti : fo that, 
within the fpace of l is years, 48 diets have been 
precipitately diflbived by its operation ; during 
which period Poland has continued almoft with- 
out laws, without juftice, and, excepting the 
reign of John Sobielki, with few fymptoms of 
military vigour. Yet the Poles were fo attached 
to this pernicious privilege, that in the a£t of 
Confederacy, framed in 1696, after the deceafe 
of John Sobiefki, the Liberum Veto is called the 
deareft and moft invaluable palladium of Polifh 

liberty t- 

But the Poles, fenfible of the difbrders arifing 

from the Liberum Veio, would have abolifhed it, 

* Zawodchi Hi ft. Arcana. 
' f Unicum ct fpecialiffimum Jus Cardinale. 

vol. i. €t t - had 
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hc\cl th<?y not been pr«v^tcd^y .&e petitioning 
po^rs, <wl it ftiU ex#si»;it& fuft force*. -. It 
{hould be pbfevve^ thaineitjie? the king flo* the 
fenat^ Imfc.qnly the nuntio^ enjoy the power of 
 interpofing this negative \ipon the pr^ccfefog* 
(tf the dietf. " ; 

. \n order to *void[ the anarchy attendant ifrpon 
free diets through the operation of the ffiherum 
YetQx the Poles hpys lately had recourfe t$ $k)t$ 
Jry confederacy, which,, {J^g^pmpofed o£tjbi# 
fiime> raei$ber& and held . under the fam? 
exterior forces as free diet& :! differ f?om t&ejn 
in the effential circumft^p^ of determining 
queftionsy by plurality of yote$. , Thefe d^ete l^av? 

• It would appear, at firft fight, that by a rsgulatiqn efe&liflwft 
in the diet of 176$, the exertion ofi the Libtrujn Ftto was in, {omc 
initances reft.ra.ined- " The abfence of a nuntio, who ha§ inter- 
rupted the proceedings of the diet, fhall be no hindrance to the 
tranfa&lon of treafury matters.' * Loix et Conft. cb la ©iete die 
Varfovie, 1 768, p. 56, But this reftri&ion of the Libevum Veto, in 
effect, is of na validity. Eor among the cardinal laws eftablifhed by 
the fame diet, it is enacled,' " that matters of ftate cannot be paffed 
but by a free diet and unanimous confent ;" p. 18. And agai» r 
u that after the treafury faaiijnjefs, matters of ftate ihall be brought 
forward, when the oppofition of a fingle nuntio fhall flop all pro- 
ceedings } ,% p. 56. 'And in another place, it is decreed, that in free 
diets, .the Liberum Ptie -ihaJJ hold good in all matters cf ftate} 
p. 44. When we recollect the definition of ftate matters (Ch. 5.) 
Ave cannot but perceive, that the power of interpofing a negative 
ftill efie&ually exifts; yet any limitation is of fome fervice,' as it 
•tends to the introduction of order. Since 1777, feveral free diets 
have been convened ; but without effecting any material alteration, 
t Lengnich fays> the fenators have the power of breaking up the 
diet ; but he adds, they never make ufe of this privilege j Jus 
Pub. II. p. 461 which amounts tb the fame as not having it* 

long 
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long been known to the conftitution, and ufed 

upon extraordinary emergencies ; but within 

• thefe ten years have been regularly heM at the 

.ftated time for fummoning ordinary diets. In- ' 
deed, according to the true principles of th* 
Polim government, no confederacy ought to be 
formed, excepting in defence of the king's per- 
fon, upon any foreign invafion or domeftic con- 
spiracy, and during an interregnum at the diets 
of convocation and election*." Yet as no other 
weans have been found to preVent perpetual anar- 
chy, the nation fubmits to an infringement of 
%he conftitution, which operates for the general • 
goodf. 

The plain of Voia, where the kings of Poland 
are elected, is fitaated about three miles from 
the capital. In the midft of the plain are two 
enelofores, one for the fenate, and the other for 
the nuntios. , The former is of an oblong ftape, 
furrounded by a kind of rampart, in the midft 
of which is ereaed, at the time of election, a 
.temporary building of wood, called fzopa, co- 
vered at top and open at the fides. Near it, is 
the other enclofure for the nuntios, of a circular 

# It is decreed, however, by the code of 1768, that in every diet 
of convocation all ftate matters mull pafs unanimoufly, p. 58. 

t But as it is enafted by the diet of 1768, that all matters of 
fctfemuft b* carried unanimonily in free diets, I prefumfe that the 
diets by confederacy only tranfaft the common btufinefs, without 
making any new laws, or repealing old ftatutes. 

g 2 fhape, 
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fhape, from which it derives the name of kola 
or circle, within: is no building, the nuntios af- 
femhling in the open air. When the two cham* 
bers are joined, they meet within the kola ; the 
fenatoi's chairs and .the benches for the nuntios 
being ranged in the fame order as in the fenate- 
houfe at Warfaw, while the feat of the primate 
is placed in thq center. , • . . . „ . 

JJp'ori the king's demife the regal authority is 
vefted in the archbifhop of Gnefna primate of. 
Poland, as interrex or regent ; he announces the 
event by circular letters, convokes the dietines 
and diets of convocation, and performs the 
functions of royalty. 

The diet of convocation is held . at Warfaw, 
before the diet of election, and prefided by the 
primate, who fits in an armed chair ftationed 
in . the jniddle of the fenate-houfe. This diet 
iffues afts or ordinances, arranges* or changes the 
form of government, fettles the Pa&a Convent a, 
and appoints the .meeting* of the diet' of election. 
Tije intpry^l between the death of the king and 
the nomination of his fuqceffor is uncertain, the 
duration depending upon the cabals of the can- 
didates, or the pleafure of thofe foreign powers, 
who give law to Poland. It is always! 'a ftate of 
turbulence and '.licentioufne£s>. the kingdom is 
divided! into parties and factions, juftice is fuf- 
•pendcd, and the nobles commit every cHforder 
with impunity. , - v 

Unanimity 
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Unanimity* being requifite in ail matters of 
fl&te, it is eafy to conceive the delays and in* 
trigues, the influence and corruption, employed 
to gain the members in the diet of convocation. 
All the points being adjiifted, whether the ads 
have paffed unanimbufly or othertvife, the mem- 
bers, before their reparation; form a general con- 
federacy to'fupport the refolutions of the diet. ' 

At the appointed day the diet of ele6Hon is 
affembled, during which Warfaw and its envi- 
rons is a fcene of confufion, and frequently of 
bloodshed. The chief nobility have large bo- 
dies of troops in their fervice, and repair to the 
diet attended by numerous vaffals and a retinue 
of domeftics ; while each petty baron, who can 
afford to maintain them, parades about with his 
retainers and flaves. 

On the day in which the diet of eleftion is 
opened, the primate, fenate, and nobility, re- 
pair to the cathedral of Warfaw, to hearmaft 
and afermon ; from whence they proceed in due 
order to the plain of Vola. The fenators enter 
the fzopa, and the nuntios take their places 
within the kola : while the other nobles are fta- 

• This unanimity, in fa&, does not exift; for the ftrongcft fide 
forces the weaker to accede or to ^retire. Yet in the diet of 1768 
it was ena&ed, that in the diets of convocation ftate queftions 
could only be carried unanimously. Several diets of convocation 
have been frequently affembled before all the affairs could be finally 
arranged. • - 

g 3 tioned 
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tioned in the plain. The fenate <and nuntids, 
after paffing their refpe&ive xefoldtions, as in the 
ordinary diets, affemble in the kola, when the 
primate lays before them the obje6U for confe- 
deration; the PhSta Conventa, fettled at the 
difct of Convocation, arp confirmed, all neceffary 
arrangements made, and the day of ete&iofi ap- 
pointed. The diet then gives audience to the fo- 
reign minifters, who are permitted by recom- 
mendation to interfere in the choice of a king, 
and to the advocates of the feveral candidates. 
All thefe affairs occupy feveral days ; ahd Would 
never be terminated^ if the affetiibly 1 wits not 
overawed by the foreign troops, who are always 
quartered near the plain of ele&ion. 

On the day of eie&ion, . the fenate and riiintios 
affemble in the kola, , while the nobles are ranged 
in the open field in feparatg bodies, under the 
ftandards of their refpeftive palatinates, and led by 
the principal officers of each diftri& On horfe- 
back. The primate, after declaring the names of 
the candidates, kneels do\f n and chants a hyrtn ; 
the fenators and nuntios join the gentry of their 
refpe&ive palatinates ; and the priiftate» on horfe* 
back, or in a carriage, goes round the plain to 
the different bodies of the gentry, and, having 
colleded the votes, proclaims the fuccefsful can« 
didate. 

* On the following day the fenate and nuntios 

return 
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return to the plain ; the fuccefsful candidate is 
again proclaimed, and a deputy difpatched to 
acquaint him of his ele&ion, as no candidate is 
allowed to be prefent. After the proclamation, 
the nobles retire ; and the diet, having appoint- 
ed the diet of coronation, is diffblved. 

AH ete&ions are contefted ; not indeed upon 
the fpot ; for the terror of a neighbouring army 
compels the nobles to appear unanimous. But 
the parties who diffent, retiring from the plain, 
remonftrate ; and if they are fuiftciently ftrong, 
a civil war enfues. Indeed the confufion, difor- 
jder, and Woodihed, which formerly attended 
thefe popular elections, would ftill be renewed, if 
it were not for the interference of foreign troops. 
Thus the country draws fomc advantage from an 
evil which the Poles confider as the dilgr&ce of 
^very election, 
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CHAP. 6. 

finances and taxes of Poland-— Revenue of the king^— Commerce. 
—General exports and imports.— Low ftate of trade.— Failure of 
the plan for opening the navigation of the Dniefter.— Navigation 
of the Notez.— Military eflablifhment. — Corps of Ulans.— Staje 
of the array.— Confederacies,— Rutfian troops. 

AN extraft from the proceedings of the diet 
of 1768, will fliew the annual receipts and 
difburfements before the partition : " The annual 
revenues of the treafury of the crown*, amount 
to iO,748>245 florins (£. 298,S62). The ex- 
pences to 17,050,000. (£. 473,61 1). An increafe 
of the revenues, therefore, is neceffary, fufficient 
to anfwer the excefs of the expenceS above the 
receipts, namely, 6,301,755 florins (£. 175,048) ; 
but as part of the ancient revenues muft be abo- 
liflied, the new taies fhould yield 10,236,7^7 
florins (£.284,353). ' 

" The treafury of Lithuania produces the an- 
nualfum of 3,646,628 (£. 101,295): theexpences 
amount to 6,47-8,142 (£.179,948). The reve- 
nues therefore muft be. augmented 2,831,514 
(£.78,653). But as fome ancient impofts muft 

• Foland, excluiive of Lithuania. 

be 
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be aboliflied, the new taxes ihoukl yield 

4,250,481 (£. 118,068)*." 

Poland, by the late difmemberment, loft nearly 
half the annual income; namely, the reve- 
nues of the ftarofties now occupied by the parti-r 
tioning powers, the duties f upon merchandize 
fent down the Viftula to Dantzic, and the profit* 
of the fait mines in Auftrian Poland, of which 
thofe of Wielitflca J alone amounted to 3,500,000 
Polifli florins (£.97,222). 

To fupply this deficiency, the diet of 1775 
new modelled the taxes, and made fuch augmen- 
tations as rendered the produce of the revenue 
equal to its amount before the difmemberment • 

The principal articles of revenue ire: 

Poll-tax of the Jews. Each Je% both male 
and female, blfant and adult, pays three Poliflt 
florins, or about is. sd.per annum. 

A fourth of the ftarofties, or great fiefs of the 
crown. By the late change of government, the 
•produce of thefe ftarofties, after the demife of 
the f>erfon$ now enjoying them, ajid of thofe 
who have the rfeyerfiOn, will be wholly appro- 
priated to the expences of government. 

Excife of beer, mead, and fpirituous liquors 

diftilled from corn. 

* • > • 

* Loix et Conft. de la Diete de 1^68, p. 70. . » 
+ The greateft part of theft duties are now paid to the king of 
Pruffia. • • - 

J See 600k II. Chapter 2. 

Monopoly 
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MonbpGly of tobacco, and different dntifcs 
upon importation and exportation. Formerly 
all the nobles were permitted to import and *x- 
port foreign merchandize free of duty, a privi- 
lege which almoft abforbed the profits of the tax. 
In 1775 this right was aboliihed, and all im- 
ported and exported commodities now pay duty* 
From the great quantity of foreign manufac- 
tures introduced into Poland, chiefly for the /ufe 
of the nobility, this alteration makes a confi* 
derable addition to the revenues. 

Tax upon chimnies. This tax, confined to 
Lithuania, before the partition, was, in 1773* 
rendered general, and confiderably augment* 
ed : it is the moft profitable of all the taxes, but 
lies very heavy upon the lower orders*. The 
pe^fants pay no other tax to government, and 
confidering their poverty, and the oppreffion of 
their lords, this addition is more than they can 
well Fupport. 

Thefe impofts amount to 11,638,461 florins, or 
£. 323,013 fterling. 

The king received before the partition a net 



* Each chimney is aflefled in the following proportion; In pa- 
laces, or houfcs of the chief nobility, at 16 Polifli florins per ann, 
= about 8/. z\d.\ houfes of the principal merchants in Warfaw 
at 1 5 = 7 j. 7 d, ; other brick-houfes from 10 to 14 = from 5 * . 7 J</ f 
to j j. 3 \d, } wooden houfes from 6 to 8 3= from 3 j. j^d. to 4/. 6 \ d. > 
befl: houfes in other large towns 12 = 6 s. 8d. $ in the fmall towns 
and villages from 6 to 8 = 3 s. 4 d. ' to 4* 6 i d. j peaftnts cottages 
£-om 5 to 7 »z/. gi^. to 4/. 

revenue 
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revetotte t>f 7>ooo,oo& Polifli florins (£. 194,500) 

arifing fitffn thfc toyaldemernes and the profits of 
the 4alt-1krotfe& To indemnify him for the Ifcfs 
of tlte ftft- works, and the demefnes fituated in 
the diflnembened provinces, he draws from the 
pubife ireafufy fc,6<>6,666 florins (£.74,074) 
which) in addition to the remaining royal de- 
ittdtof^ atid fofne , ftarofties granted for his life, 
ito&ke hk prefent income thfc fairtc as before the 
diffcfcetabettnent. Fym this income he only pays 
his houftold expentcfc ; the falary of the great 
officer* of ftate, and the other general expcncca 
beifcg fapplied from the public fimd. The whbte 
revenue of government, including the royil de- 
. inefnes and ftarofties lately granted to the king; 
amounts to 15,961; 795 florins (£.443,938) and 
by fubftra&ing the 2,666,666 florins appropriated 
to the king's privy purfej there remains for the 
fupport of the army, the falaries of the great 
officers Of ftate, and other general charges, 
13,395, l$9 florins (£. 369,864) a fum apparently 
;unequal to the purpofes for -which it is defigned. 
Yet it was nearly adequate to the ordinary cur- 
rent expences i for the regular army is fmali, the 
great officers of ftate are amply rewarded with 
the royal fiefs, which are numerous and profit- 
able ; each palatinate pays its own officers from 
its private treafury ; while the judges, jufticcs 
pf the peace, and other civil officers who enjoy 

territorial 



9S POLAND. » t r* 

territorial jurifdidion, may enrieh themfelves 
fufficiently by extortion without a falary *. 

Poland contains feveial navigable rivers, which 
flow in all direftions, and convey its exports, to 
the havens of the liaftic. By means of the Vif- 
tula and the tributaiy rivers, the produftions of. 
the palatinates of Cracow, Lublin, and Mafovia* 
are fent to Thorn and Dantzfc; By the Niemen 
the commodities of Lithuania are transported to 
Memmel,' and by the Puna thofe of Eaftern 
Lithuania and White Rjiffia to Iiiga. The chief 
exports are all fpecies of grain, hemp, flax, cat- v 
tie, malls, planks, timber for fliip-building, 

* Since this was written a material change took place in the 
{nances, and both the receipt and expenditure were confiderably 
augmented. The following ftatement of the finances was given by 
count Mofynfki, grand fecretary of Lithuania, in his celebrated 
fpeech to the diet on the 19th of April 1790 : 

RECEIPTS, 

> 

Ancient taxes. New taxes. Amount. 

Florins. Florins. Florins. 

Poland - - 14>557>HS 13,680,161 28,237,306 

XJthuania - 5,014,682 4,325,248 9t339>93Q 

Total - 19,571,827 18,005,409 37>S77>236 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
The civil lift, ~, ^ t* 

. pencesofthe eftabbflin.ent of gum?, 

council. 65,074 men. 

Poland » - 6,263,246 23,546,442 29,809,688 

t Lithuania - 2,887,914 9,8^5,222 12,763,136 

■~-  ■■•  — . — — — —. .. 

Total - 9JKIJ60 33,421664 '42,572,824 

* . pitch 
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pitch and tar, honey, wax, tallow, pot>afh, and 
leather: the imports are foreign wines, cloths, 
fluffs, manufactured filks and cotton, fine linen, 
hardware, tin, copper, filver and gold, glafs 
ware, and furs. 

From the .various produ&ions and great ferti- 
lity of the foil, the trade might be carried to a 
confiderable height ; but many caufes tend to 
fupprefs the fpirit of commerce. The nobles are 
degraded if they engage in traffic. The burghers 
of the lar£e towps are not fufficiently rich to 
eftablifh manufa&ories, and either through want 
of induftry, or dread of exceffive extortions 
from the principal nobility, leave the retail- 
trtfde in the hands of foreigners and Jews. 
The inhabitants of the fmall towns, who are 
expofed to greater opprefflons, are ftill more dif- 
qualified from purfuing any branch of commerce. 
The peafants being flaves, and the property of 
their matter, cannot remove from the place of 
their nativity without his confent. John Albert, 
obfervjng that commerce could never flourifli 
while this reftri£Hon fubfifted, enafted, that one 
peafant in a family fliould be permitted to quit his 
village, either for the purpofe of trade or litera- 
ture ; but the claufe, by which they were en- 
joined to obtain the confent of the lord, frus- 
trated the purpofe of this excellent law*' 

• 

..• St#. Reg. PuL p. 169. 

As 
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Aa the Poles draw from foreign countries thq 
greater part of th^manufo&ured goods neceflary 
for interior confemption, the fpeeie which is ex- 
ported exceeds the importedtjyore than 2O>*0OO*,O€>O 
Polifli florins, or £.555,555. 

Poland ha* been called the gfanary of the 
North ; an appellation derived rather from the for- 
mer t^ian from the prefeHt produce. For the lands 
Bat being fufficicntly cultivated, the exportation 
of corn is not anfwerajfrte to the nature of' 
the foil, or the extent of its provinces, which, 
if property improved, would be capable of fup* 
plying half Europe with £rain. " Several palati- 
natc&in Poland, particularly Podoha and Kiovia, 
are well fuited to the produ&ion of grain ; 
though many parts of thefe provinces remain un- 
cultivated, yet the portion in tillage yields a 
greater fupply than is neceffary for the confiimp- 
tion of the inhabitants. The only method of 
employing the overplus is to extract from it , a 
fpirituous liquor. But an. ingenious Polifh au- 
thor* has fliown, that the two provinces might 
fend their com down the Dniefter through 
Turkifh Moldavia, and open an intercourfe with 
the ports of the Black Sea, a proje<5t formerly in 
-. ^ x . 

* M. de Wiebftfki, a Polifli gentleman of great learning and 
information. The treatife alluded to in this and other places of 
this work, is written in the Polifli language, and called Patriotic 
Letters, addrefled lo the Chancellor $5amoifoi, 

* * , 7 agitation. 
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agitation. J?i*ri»g the reign of Sigifmond Au* 
guftus, Cardinal Commandon, ia travelling 
through Ppdolia, firft fuggefted the meafure; 
and SigifipowJ, having obtained the concurrence 
of the grand Signor, difpatched fome Poles to 
explore the ftate of the Dniefter. But tlie fur- 
veyors meeting with fome impediments from 
rocks and fand-banks, declared, without further 
examination, that the river was not navigable, 
and though Commaijdon reprefented to the king, 
that the obftacles might, without great difficuU 
ty, be furmounted; yet the projeft was poft» 
poned, £n,4 never revived *. 

The fame judicious.authort, in touching upoft 
this fubjeft, laments the ignorance of his coun* 
trymen, and ridicules their precipitation in 
abandoning a plftn fo favourable to the improve- 
ment of their commerce. He fkews, that the 
inattention of the Poles to the natural advan- 
tages of their country has been exemplified in a 
fimilar inftance. By means of the Notez, a 
river of Great Poland, which falls -into the Oder, 
the Poles might convey grain into Silefia, and 
dowtn the Oder into other parts of Germany j 
but they never attempted the navigation, from 
an ill-founded perfuafion of its not being prac* 
ticable. No fooner, however, had the king of 
Pruflia acquired poffeffion of the country wa- 

•• Vie de Conunandon. t M- de Wiebitfki. 

tered 
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teted by the Notez, than it was inftantly co- 
vered with veffels. 

The king has a corps of near 1,000 troops in 
his own pay, confiding chiefly of Ulans, or 
light horft, who farnifh alternately his efcort. 
Thefe Ulans are chiefly Tartars, njany of them 
Mahometans, and are diftinguifhed for their 
fidelity. The corps js compofed of gentlemen 
and vaffals, who all form in fquadron together, 
but are differently armed; they indiscrimi- 
nately carry both fabres and piftola, the gentle- 
men only bear lances of about ten feet long, the 
others are armed with carabines. * Their drefs is 
a high fur cap, a green and red jacket, panta- 
loons of the fame colour, and a petticoat of 
white cloth defcetiding to the knee. Their 
lances, which are decorated with a long fwallow- 
tail flag of black and red cloth, are fhorter and 
weaker than thofe of the . Auftrian Groats ; but 
they carry and ufe them in the fame manner, 
and with no lefs dexterity. The .men, though 
of different fizes, feemed well grown. Their 
horfes were about fourteen hands high, of re- 
markable fpirit, with great ftrength of ilioulder. 
Poland is much efteemed for its horfes; and 
the king of Pruflia procures his light cavalry 
from this country ; the breed, however, has 
been almoft ruined during the late /civil wars, 
and the nobility are now chiefly fupplied from 
Tartary. 

The 



C> 6. 



A R M T. 



9? 



The armies of Poland and Lithuania are inde- 
pendent of each other, and feparately command- 
ed by the refpe6H ve gre^t generals. Itt time of war 
the king in petfon may lead the forces of the re- 
public. Formerly the power of thefe great ge- 
nerals was uncontrouled, excepting by th* <diet> 
to which alone they were amenable. Their enor- 
mous authority, however, underwent fome limi- 
tationin 1768, by the appointment of the com- 
mittee of war, of which they are perpetual prefi- 
dents, and was ftill further circumfcribed by the 
eftabliihment of the military department in the 
permanent council 

v State of the Polifh Army, in 1 7 7 8. 

Troops of Poland. 

Complement. Eflfe&ive men. Wanting. 

Staff officers - - 27 27 *-. 

Cavalry - 4997 4708 289 

Infantry, including artillery 7286 6703 583 

, Total of Poland 



12310 11438 

Army of Lithuania. 

Staff officers * 25 25 

Cavalry - - - - 2670 2497 

Infantry, including artillery 4770 - 4465 

* 4 

\ _ - 

Total of Lithuania " 7465 6987 

Total of the Polifh and Lithuanian troops/ 

19775 18425 
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* In 1790, when the Poles were preparing to eftablim a new con* 
nitution; and to render them&lves independent of foreign powers, 
their army is Hated by count MofynHd to confift of 65,074 men. 

vol. r. h ' . The 
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The (landing army being fo inconfiderable, 
the defence of the country, in cafe of invafion/ 
is committed to the gentry, who are aflfembled 
by regular fummons from the king, with the 
confent of the diet. Every palatinate is divided 
into diftri&s, under proper officers, and every per- 
fon poffeffing free and noble tenures is bound to 
military fervice, either fingly or at the he^d of 
a certain number of his retainers, according- to 
the extent and. nature of his pofieflions. The 
troops thus aflembled are obliged only to ferve? 
for a limited time ; and are not under the necef- 
fity of marching beyond the limits of their couri-. 
try. The mode of levying and maintaining this 
army is exaftly fimilar to that pra&ifed under 
the feudal fyftem. At prefent, though almoft 
unfit for the purpofes of repelling a foreign ene*- 
my, it is yet a powerful inftrument in the hands 
of domeftic faftion ; for the expedition with 
which it is raifed under the feudal regulations, 
facilitates the formation of tjiofe dangerous 
confederacies, which Hart up on the conteftetf 
eleftkm of a fovereign, or whenever the nobles 
are at variance with each other. 

iThere are two forts . of confederacies. The 
firft are thofe formed with the confent of the 
king, fenate, or equeftrian order, aflembled in the 
diet; by which the , whole nation confederates 
for the good of the country. The fecond are the" 

confederacies 
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Confederacies of the feveral palatinates, which 
imite for the purpofe 6f redrefaing grievance*, 
t>r rcrtlonftrating againft encroachmeiif s of the 
loverfeign power. Thefe may be particular, or 
. general, *nd ire uftiftlly the fofeftinners of a ci- 
vil waf. The general confederacy, which is al- 
ways iti Oppofitioii to the king, is called Rokoar, 
and firmed by the union of the particular con- 
federacies. As every Poliih gentleman hks a < 
: right to maintain as many troops as he chiifefe, 
each palatinate is thefcene of occafional dilutes 
-ftnd petty contentions between the principal 
Cobles* and fometinies even between their ref- 
|>e6Hve retainers. 

The Ruffian troops haVe been fo long quar- 
tered in this country, that they may almoft be 
tonfidered as forming part of the national ar- 
toy. The whole kingdom is entirely under the 
proteftion, or, in other words, under the power of 
the empreis, who rules over it with the fame un- , 
bounded authority as over one of her own pro- 
vinces; * The king is in efFeft little more than a 
Viceroy £ while the Ruffian embaffador , has th6 
teal fovereignty, and regulates all the affairs of 
the kingdom accofding to the direftion of his 
fcburt. The emprefs maintains within the coun- 
tly about i 0,000 foldiers. Every garrifbn is 
compofed of Ruffian and native troops; a thbu- 
fand of the former are ftationed at Warfaw, and 

h>3 each 
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each gate of the town is guarded by a Ruffian 
and Polifh centinel. The Ruffian troops hold 
the nobles in fubje&ion, and for the prefent 
prevent internal feuds and commotions. But when 
Polatid (if ever that event fhould happen) is 
, again left to herfelf, the fame fury of contending 
parties, now fmothered, but not annihilated, 
will probably break out with redoubled fury, 
and again generate thofe difturbances which 
have long convulfed this unhappy kingdom; 
and to what a wretched ftate is that country re- 
duced, which owes its tranquillity to the inter- 
pofltion of a foreign army 1 
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CHAP, 7, 

Wretched ffete of Poland.— Diviiion of the inhabitants into noble* 
or gentry, clergy, burghers, and peafknts^— State of vaflalage.-^ 
Inftances of a few nobles who have given liberty to their pea- 
fants.— Advantages refulting from that pra&ice.— Jews.— Pofra* 

. lation of Poland. 

POLISH liberty may be confidered as the 
fource of Polifli wretchednefs, and Poland 
appears to be of all countries, the moft diftreffed. 
Nor indeed do the natives themfelves attempt 
to palliate or deny this melancholy faft. Ex- 
preffing my furprife at one inftance of the abufe 
of liberty, to which I had been myfelf a wit- 
nefs, to a perfonage * well verfed in the laws of 
the country, he returned for anfwer, " If you 
knew the confufion and anarchy of our confti- 
tution, you would be furprifed at n6thing : many 
grievances neceffarily exift even in the beft re- 
gulated, ftates; what then muft be the cafe in' 
qurs, which of all governments is the moft de- 
teftable? Another lamenting the dreadful fitu^ 
ation of his country, ftiid to me, " The name of 
Poland ftill remains, but the nation no longer 
^xifts : univerfal corruption and venality pervade 
all ranks of people. Many of the firft nobility 
do not bluflx to receive penfions from foreign 

• The king. 

H 3 courts . 
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' courts ; one profeffes himfelf publicly an Auftrianx 
a fecond a Pruflian, a third a Frenchman, and a 
fourth a Ruffian." 

• The prefent fituation of the Polifh nation im- 
grefled my mind with pathetic ideas of falleii 
greatnefs* ; and I could not behold, without a 
mixture of regret and fympathy, a people, who for-, 
merly gave law to the north, reduced ta fo low 
\ ftate of weaknefs and mifery. ^he natiorj. has, 
fpyt manufactures, fcarcely any commerce ; a 
king alinoft without authority i the gobies in a 
, ftate of uncontrouled anarchy ; the peafanta 
groaning under ayoke of feudal defpotifm worfe 
than the tyranny of an absolute monarch. I ne-. 
yer beforp obferved fuc^i an inequality of for- 
tune, fuch afudden transition from extreiperichea 
tp extreme poverty ; wherever I turned my 
^yes, luxury ^nd vretchednefsi vffC conftant 
i^jghbpws. 

J The inhabitant* of Poland are nobles, clergy*, 
citizens, and peafants. . , 

\y$ fhoujd be greatly deceived if we were to, 

inxderftand the word noble in our fenfe of that 

texm. By the. laws of Poland,' a noble is a per- 

{pr^ w&o poflfcffes a freehold * eftate, or who fcart 

. prove 

"* Some citizens have the rigfrt of pofleiEng lands within a, league, 
of the town which tljey inhabit 5 but thcfe laadsare not free and 
noble, and are always diftinguifhed from the freeholds of the no-, 
bles^the latter are called in tile ftatute law terrig€fur $ or earth-born* 
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prove his defcent from anceftors formerly pof- 
feffing a freehold, following no trade" or com- 
merce, and at liberty to chufe the place of his 
habitation. This defcription includes allper- 
fons above bilrghers and peafants. The mem- 
bers of this body below the rank of fenatora are 
called, in a collective date, the equeftrian order, 
and in their individual capacities, nobles, gen* 
tiemen, freemen, or land -holders, which appella- 
tions are fynonymous. 

All the nobles or gentry are, in the ftrift letter 
of the law, equal by birth ; fo that honours and 
titles are luppofed to add nothing to their real 
dignity *. By means of their reprefentatives in 
the diet, they have a ihare in the legiflative au- 
thority ; in fome cafes, as in the election of a 
king, they affemble in perfon; each noble is ca- 
pable of being ele&ed a nuntio, of bearing the 
office of a fenator, and of prefenting himfelf a* 
a candidate on a vacancy of the throne. No 
noble can he arretted without previous conviftion, 
except in cafes of high treafon, murder, and rob- 
bery on the highway, and then muft be taken 

free to liveware they pleafe, JixKftinguifh them from perfons ne«\ 
ceflarily inhabiting towns, a.tme feudal diftinction. They arealfo 
fiyted intSgetut or natives* and cow'wts or fellow-citizens of the re* 
.public, heng. Jus Pub. I. p. 397. ' 

* It is particularly ftipuhted, that titles give no precedence j 
t wWch is -called in the Pacta Conventa of Auguitas III. " Jus 
a^ualhatj* inter cives regni," &c. 

: H 4 in 
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in the fa£t The definition of a noble being thus 
applied not only to perfons a&ually poflei% 
fing land, but even to the defcendants of land- 
holders, comprehends fo large <sl body of men* 
that many are in a ftate of extreme indigence ; 
and as they lofe their nobility if they follow 
trade or commerce, the moft needy generally de- 
vote themfelves to the ferviee of the richer no- 
bles, who, like the old feudal barons, are con- 
flantly attended by numerous retainers. As all 
nobles, without diftindion, enjoy the right of 
voting, as well for the choice of nuntios, as at 

— the eleftion of a king, their poverty and their 
number are frequently produ&ive of g-re^t incon- 
venience. Hence the king, who has juftly cbn- 

, ceived a great veneration for the Englifh con- 
flitution, ineffe&ually wifhed to introduce into 
the new code a law fimilar to ours relating to 
county ele&ions, that no perfon fhould be enti- 
tled to a vote in the choice of a nuntio but thofe 
who poffefs a certain qualification in land # . 
Miciflaus, the firft fovereign of Poland who 

• Connor mentions a fimilar attempt of Jolin Cafimir, which 
failed of fuccefs. " King Cafimir obferving the great abufes that 
fpring from every little gentleman ? s pretended privilege to fit in the 
little diets, ordered that none Should have a vote there, in electing a 
deputy or nuntio, but fuch only as had at leaft two hundred crowns 
a year; whereupon the palatine of Pofnania, offering to put this 
law in execution in his province, was not only affronted, bu^alfp 
narrowly efcaped with his life," . Jlift, of Poland, v. II. p. 194, 

embrace4 
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embraced Chriftianity, 966, granted feyeral hn* 
jnunities and eftates to the clergy. His fucceflbrs 
and the rich nobles followed his example, and the 
wealth of this body continued increafing fron* 
royal and private donations, until the diet, appre- 
henfive left in procefs of time the greater part of ^ 
the eftates ihould pafs into the hands of the cler- 
gy, forbad by different laws, particularly in 1 669, 
the alienation of lands to the church, under pe- * 
nalty of forfeiture; and feveral eftates have been 
recently confiscated, which were beftowed upon 
the clergy fince that period. 

From the time of the firft eftabliihment of the 
catholic religion by cardinal jEgidius, nuntio. 
from pope John XII. the bifliops have been ad-v 
mitted into the Tenate as king's counfelldrs* 

' They were ufually appointed by the crown, and 
confirmed by the pope ; but, fince the creation 
of the permanent council, are nominated by the 
king from three candidates prefented by f the 
council : a bifhop is of courfe entitled to all the 
privileges of a fenator. The archbifhop of Gnef- 

- na is primate, the firft fenator in rank, and vice- 
roy during an interregnum. 

The ecclefiaitics are all freemen, and, in fome 

particular inftances, have three own courts of 

juftice, in which the canon law is adminiftered. ; 

%. The confiftorial, under the jurifdi&ion of each 

Jbiihop in his diocefe j 2, TJie metropolitan, 

under 
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under the primate, to which an appeal lies from 
the biihop's court ; S. That of the pope's nun- 
tio, the fupreme ecclefiaftical judicature within 
the kingdom, to which an appeal may be made 
, from the decifions of the biihop and primate. 
In cafes of divorce, difpenfations for marriages, 
and in other inftances, the parties, as in all ca- 
tholic countries, muft apply to the pope, * by 
which means no inconliderable fum of money is 
drawn out of the country by the fee of Rome*. 

In moft civil affairs the clergy are amenable 
to the ordinary courts of juftice. In criminal 
caufes, an ecclefiaftic is arretted by the civil 
powers, then judged in the confiftory, and, if 
COftvi&ed, remitted to the civil pow;er for punifli^ 

•"The facility of acquiring divorces occafions great diffolutenefi* 
of morals. u I am almoft afraid," obferves Mr. Wraxall, in his en- 
tertaining account ofthc 'court of Wariaw, " to relate what I fee and 
tftpw pa tfvs poia?, fp incredible it may appear. If infidelity to the 
nuptial bed was alledged and proved) it mjght be admitted as a legU 
timate caufe for reparations ; but hardly any reafons are afllgned 
or required, except mutual incompatibility, diflike, or wearinefs in 
the parties, Women of irreproachable manners and conduit, youngs 
beautiful, and highly born, are divorced at the, end of three or 
four years ; of a year, nay, of a few months. Should it be requifite 
to adduce inftances in fupport of my aifertion, almoft every week 
offers them here in abundance/* After enumerating feveial other 
inftances, he adds, "In any other country practices fo repugnant to. 
every principle of morals, would foon be prevented. But in Poland 
the reftraints of law, as welt as the ties of honour and decorum; axe 
exceedingly weakened in their operation. 7 ' Wraxall's Memoirs of 
the Courts of Berlin, Wariaw, &c. Vol IT. 109. no. 

ment. 
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pnent. A great ^cclefiaftical abufe, which hat 
]been aboli/hpd ixp. moft other catholic countries 
ifcijl $xift$ in this kingdom: when the pope fend* 
a bull into Poland, the clergy publifh and cany 
it into execution, without the approbation of 
the civil power. Before 1538 ecclefiaftics were 
allowed to hold civil employments ; but in that 
year priefts wetfe declared incapable of filling fe- 
cular offices. They were alfo exempted fronl 
paying taxes ; but this exemption being wifely 
aboliflied, they are now rated in the fame m*n* 
xier*a3 the laity ; yet their contributions are not 
palled taxes, but charitable fnfefidies« 

The next clafs of people are the burghers, i** 
habiting tovps> whofe. privileges were formerly 
very confidence, 

The hiftory of aU countries., in which the feu- 
dial fyftem has hpen eftablifhed, bear* teftimony 
to . tbe pernicious policy of holding the lower 
eUffeai of menJn a ftatg of flavifh/ubje&ion. In 
pnocefs of thne, a. concnrrence of. caufe* con* 
tributed gradually to foften the rigour of this 
ieryitude, with regard to the burghers, in feveral 
of the feudal kingdoma. Among other circum* 
Hances, the moft favourable was the formation 
of cities into bodies politic^ with the privilege of 
^xercifing municipal jurifdi&iQn, This inftitiv 
lion took its rife in Italy* the firft country in 
Europe wfricfe emerged frqm barharift^ and was 

transferred 
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transferred to France and Germany. It was firft 
introduced into Poland about 1250, during the 
reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, who being in* 
ftru#ed in the Teutonic or German laws by Hetiry 
the bearded, duke of Wratiflaw, granted firft to 
Cracow, and afterwards to feveral other towns, 
the privileges poffeffed by the German cities* 
This body of rights is called in the ftatutes of Po- 
land Jus Magdeburgicum et Teutonicum ; and 
the canfe affigned for its introdu&ion is, that no 
•city could flourish and increafe under the feudal 
4aws *. In the thirteenth and following centu- 
ries the kings and great barons built feveral 
■towns, to which they granted a charter of incor- 
poration, conceived in- thefe termsf ; " Transfers 
hanc xtillam ex jure Polonico in jus Teutonicum" 
The beneficial tendency of this political regular 
tion foon appeared, by a fudden increafe of po- 
pulation and wealth? the burghers of the prin* 
cipal free towns acquired fuch a degree of im- 
portant and oonfideration, as to give their af- 
feat to treaties, and fend deputies to the national 
aflembly ; a noble was not degraded by being a 
burgher, and a'burgher was capable of holding 
an office under the crown. A treaty J concluded 
-by Cafimir the Great with the knights of the 
Teutonic order*, was not only figned by the king* 
and the principal nobles, but alfo by the burghers 

* Leng. Jus Pub. p. 534. «j Gram^ 

I Dhigpflius, LJX. p. 1067, '  • 

of 
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of Cracow, Pofen, Sandomir, and other towns, 
and under the fame monarch Wierneik *, burgo* 
% mafter of Cracow, was fub-marfhal and treafurer 
of the crown. 

The burghers enjoyed the privileges during 
the Jaghellon line, as .appears from the different 
afis of Sigifmond and his fon. During the reign 
of Sigifmond, the nobles endeavouring to exclude 
the deputies of Cr^tcow from the diet, the king 
not only confirmed the right of the city to fend 
reprefentatives, but even decreed, that the citi- 
zens were included within the clafs of nobles f. 

When the crown became wholly elective, the 
privileges of the burghers fuffered encroachments 
at every nomination of a new fovereign ; they ' 
loft the right of poffcffing lands, excepting with- 
in a fmall diftance of the towns, of fending de- 
puties to the diets, and were excluded from all 
ihare of the legiflative authority. As the burghers 
were not obliged, by the nature of their tenures, 

* Wierneflc was fo rich, that in 1363, when the emperor Charles 
IV. married at Cracow Elizabeth grand daughter of Cafimir,hegave 
a moft fumptuous entertainmenMo his fovereign, to the emperor, 
the kings of Hungary, Denmark, Cyprus, and other princes, who 
were prefent at the marriage : befide other magnificent gifts which 
he beftowed upon the company, he prefented Cafimir with a fum 
equal to the portion of the bride. Cromer, p. 3*4. 

f Confutes Cracovienfes, &c. debere et pofle omnibus conuliis, 
quibus alii nuntii terreftres aderunt, &c. more folito confultaru 
Statuta Pol. p. S. Cracovia eft incorporata et unita nobilitati j ib. 
terrafumque cmtatumque nuntii, p. 353. 

to 



to matcli agiinft the enemy, but OfiLy furniihed 
arms ahd waggons for the ufe of the artny, they 
incurred the contempt of the warlike gentry* 
who, in the true fpirit of feudal arrogance, con* 
fidered all occupations, Except that of war, as be- 
tteath a freeman, and all perfons, not bound to 
military fervices, as unqualified for the admini* 
ftration of public affairs. 

The burghers, however* ftil) £njoy a confided 
able portion of freedom, and poffefs feVeral im* 
jminities ; they eleft their own burgo-mafte* and 
council, regulate their interior police* and have 
thei* own criminal courts of juUke*' which de- 
cide without appeal, A burgher, when^plainf itf 
agafrift a noble, is obliged to carry the caufe into 
the courts of juftice belonging to the nobles* 
where the judgment is final; when defendant * 
he muft be cited before the magiftratfcs of his 
own town, from whence an appeal liefc only to 
the king in the affeflforial tribunals To this ex* 
emption from the jurifdi&ion of the nobles* 
though only in onefpecies of caufes, the burghers 
owe the degree of independence which they ftill 
retain ; as without this immunity* th^jr tfould 
have long been reduced to a Rate of vaiTalage* 

The peafants in Poland, as in all feudal govern* 
ltients, areferfs or flaves, aiid the value of an eftate 
is not eftimated from its extent, but from the 
number of the peafants, who ar«e transferred horn 
©4e mailer to another like cattle* 

Thd 
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The peafants, however, are not all in an equal 
ftate of fubjeftion : they are diftinguifljed into 
two forts; i. German; a. Natives* 

1. During the reign of Boleflaus the Cbaftev 
and more particularly in that of Cafimir the Great; 
many Germans fettled in Poland, who were in- 
dulged in the ufe of the German laws # , and their 
descendants ftill continue to enjoy feveral privi- 
leges 1 not poffeffed by the generality of Polifft 
peafants. The good effetts of thefe privileges 
are vifible in the general ftate of their domeftte 
esconomy; their villages are better built, and 
fields better Cultivated, than thofe belonging to 
the native Poles ; they pofiefs more cattle, pay 
their quit-rents to their lords with greater exa£t» 
uefe, and are cleaner and neater in their perfons. 

a. The flavery of the Polifh peafants is very 
antient, and was always extremely rigorous. Un- 
til the time Cafimir the Great, the lord could put 
his peafant to death with impunity, and, when 
the latter had no children, confidered himfelfas 
heir, and feized all his effe&s. In 1347, Cafimir 
prefcribed a fine for the murder of a peafant, and 
ena&ed, that, in cafe of his deceafe without iflue, 
his next heir fliould inherit f. He alfo decreed, 
that a peafant was capable of bearing arm£, and 
therefore ought to be confidered as a freeipan. 

*Lubien(ki, p. 108. Floras Pol. p. si 8. Cromer, 319. 
t Stat Pol. I. p. «♦. » 

But 



But thefe and other regulations, by which that 
amiable nptonarch endevoured to alleviate the mi* 
feries" of the vaffals, proved meffe&ual againft the 
power and tyranny of the nobles, and have been 
either abrogated or eluded. That law, which 
gives the property of a peafant dying without 
iffue to the next of kin, was rendered nuga* 
tory by an old Poliili maxim, " That no Have 
can carry on a procefs againft his m&fter;" 

and even the fine for his murder was feldom le- 

 

vied, on account of the numerous difficulties at- 
tending the convi6fcion of a noble. So far indeed 
from being inclined to foften the fervitude of 
their vaffals, the nobles have eftabliflied it by 
repeated ordinances* An able Polifh waiter, in a 
benevolent treatife * addreffed to the chancellor 
Zamoifki, obferves, that the ftatutes contain 
above an hundred laws unfavourable to the pea* 
farits, which among other grievances, ereft fum- 
mary tribunals fubje6i to no appeals, and impofe 
the fevereft penalties upon thpfe who quit their 
villages without leave. trom thefe numerpus and 
rigorous edi6ls to prevent the elopement of the 
peafants, the fame /humane author 'juftly infers 
the extreme wrertchednefs of this oppreflfed rlaJs 
of men, who cannot be detained in the placfe of 
their nativity but by the terror of the fevereft 
pujiiflmient. 

* 

f Patriotic Letters* 

' The 
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The native pedants may be divided into two 
forts: l. Peafanto of the crown; £. Peafaats be- 
longing to individuals. 

j. Peafants of the ciwn ate thofe who are 
fettled in the great ficft of the kingdom* or in 
the royal demefhes, and are under the jurifdio 
tions of the ftarofts. If the crown«peaiants are 
oppreflfld by thefe judges, they may lodge a 
complaint in the royal courts of juftice ; and; 
ihoukt the ftaroft endeavour to obftruft die pro- 
cefi, the king can order the chancellor to iflue 
*a iafe-condiift, taking the injured- perfon under * 
his protection. Although in moft cafes* the cor* 
rupt admimftration of juftice, and the fuperiof 
influence of the ftarofts, prevent a complainant 
ifom obtaining effe&ual redrefe even in the 
kiag* s josurts ; yet, the very poffibility of pro- 
cuttttg relief is fome check to iiyuftice, and fome 
aJirrktioit of diftreft. 

;t« ; Peafants belonging to individuals are at 
the abfolute difpofal of their mafter, and have 
icircdy any pofitive fecurity, either for their 
jiroperties or their lives. UntiM 768 the ftatutei 
ttf Poland exafted only a fine from a lord who 
flave ; but in that year a decree pafled, 



byirhidh the murder of a pealant was a capital 
crime; yet, as the law requires filch an accumu- 
lation of evidence* as can feldotn be obtained, 

 The murderer mtift be take* in the &£t, Which muftbeprove4 
by tiro gentlemen vt fosrpci&ntg, cthemifc he only |»y» *£ae. 

VOIr. *. I it 



♦it has more. the appearance . than the reality of 

How deplorable mull be the ftate of that conn*- 
•try, when a law of fuch a nature was thought 
jequifite to be eria6ted, yet is found incapable 
of being enforced ! The generality, indeed, of 
the Polifh nobles are not inclined either - to efta- 
blifh or give efficacy to any regulations in favour 
of the peafants, whom they fcarcely confider as 
entitled to the common rights of humanity. A 
few nobles,, however, of beneyolent hearts and 
enlightened -underftandings, have a£ted * upon 
different principles, and given liberty to their 
vaffals. !5ie event has flio wed this projeft t6;be 
no lefs. judicious than humane ; nd lefs friendly 
to their ,own intetefts than; to thei happinefe.of 
their peasants ; for it appears that in the diftriQs 
* in which the new arrangement has been infcro^ 
duced, the population of the villages; is consi- 
derably increafed, and the. incomes of the eftates 
augmented in p, triple proportion. 
: ; Xhe firft noble who granted freedom to his 
peafants was Zajnoifld, formerly great chancel- 
lor, who in 1760 enfranchifed fix villageaia the 
palatinate of Mafovie. • j Thefe villages store, in 
2 7 77* * vifitqd; by the- author ;of : the Patriotic 
Letters, frqitf whom J weived the following in- 
formation; On ikfpe&ing: fchfe. pariflirregifters of 
births from 1750 to 1760, that is, during Ae 
\eri vears pf. flayery iii)m£^^tely preceding thsir 

: enfjanohife- 
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£nfranchifement, lie ftfund the births 4*34 ; l& 
the firft ten years of their freedom, from 1 766 
to 1770, <Sao; and ftom 1770 to the beginning 
of 1777, 585. By v thde extraft* it appeared! 
that during the? 

Firft period there totifti-oAly 43 births"] * 
Second period - * - 6a > 

Third period * * - 77 J ' * 

If wefuppofe to improvement of this fortt* 
take place throughout the kingdom, how^eat 
•would be the increafe of national population ! 

The revenues of the fix villages) iince their 
enfranchifemejit, have been augmented in a much 
greater proportion than their population- In 
the date of vaffalage Zamoifki was obliged, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of Poland* to build cot- 
tages and barns for his peafaatt, and to furnifh 
them with feed, hovfes, ploughs,, and every im* 
plement 6f agriculture: fince their enfrancljife- 
* men t they are become ib eafy in their circunr- 
{lances* as to provide themfelves .with all thefe 
i^ceffaries at their own expence, and they like- 
^ife cheerfully pay an annual irent in lieu, of the 
.manual labour formerly exa&ed by their mailer. 
< By thefe means the receipts of this particular 
dilate have been nearly tripled. 
> On fignhtg the deed of enfraffchifemeat of 
the fix Villages, their benevolent maftef intU 
mated fome apprehensions tp thp .. Inhabitants, 

i a left, 



left, «ncquj^?d ^y;tfe«ir firfled©*n, tfeey.foould 
I yi »nfe> eyeiy ifeeiee <tf Jjcentioufoffs, *iftl «o«ir 
mit more dj&rdfi? *ha»*yhefi they were^ fl^yeflu 
The fimplicjty $nd.good .^nfe of their a^tyer.i* 
remarkable ; " When we had no other prppeirty, " 
returned thpy, "th*a*t^#ick which \fje;hold 
in bur hands, we were deftitute q£ ali eftcftttifege- 
ment to a right -con dud, and r having ttofcWrtg to 
fofe, a<5led on ail wcafiow Jn^n incortfid^r^tt 
Dialer; byt now. that ouf [hwfefcj w^ianjds, 
and our cattle, are cwr Swn, ;tfee<fea»r oC^rfeit-- 
ingthem will be a jconftantiJieftrarot upon our 
anions." The finoerity of thja affertkm wa* 
taanifefted by the even*. WiHite titey w«ie in a 
ftate of fervitude, Zamqifti p^id Qpcaiional fines 
for difbrders* committed by hh peafants* who** 
in a fiate <rf drunkennefs,: jf wld /attack and 
fometimesiill paffengars : fined their, freedom he 
has feldom received any jcmftpJbiWa .ftgainft 
them. Zamoifki, pkaiedwiJthth^tliriving ftate . 
of the fix villages, has enftanehifed the peafants 
on all his eftates. _ ;_..;. 

This example had been followed by Ghrepto- 
witz, vice-chancellor of Lithuania, : jypd the 
.ahh6 Bryzotowfki, with fiarfht fueeefe. ' i was 
fnformed by a petfon who had vifitedthi abb£s 
eftjtte at Pawiofro ttear Viina, that.. the happy 
<rountenanee a&d comfortable air of thdepea-. 

V 

• Called, ui the PolHh law, Pro incontinentia fub'ditoram: 

*-' l ' fanta 



faMs made tl^m appear a diflei^irt Vaoe of men 
from the tfretclied tenants <rf the nefigttbouring' 
\nikg<w. The pMfahts, pqpetmted) with a feafc 
o£ th6ft* **after'S kkidnefe, have erfc&cd, at their 
own e*penee; a pillar with an in&ription ex* 
preffive of their gratitude and affe&km. 

Trihce Staniftaus, nephew of the king, has 
warmly patronised the plan of giving Kberty to 
the piafents. His own good fenfe and natural hu- 
manity, improv*^ during his tefidencein England^ 
by £ view of that* equal liberty which pervades 
every rank of m^n, have raifed him above the 
prejudices too prevalent among hia countrymen : 
he has enfranefcifed four visages not far from 
Warfaw, in which he had not only emancipated 
the peafeftfe from their flavery, but even con- 
cMcends to diire& f heir affairs. I had the ho- 
nour of hdldirtg federal converfations with him 
upon thi* fiibjeft; he explained to trie, m the 
moft fofcirfi&ory manner, that the grant of free- 
dom wa*' no left advantageous to the lord than 
t& the pea&nt, provided he is willing to- fuper- 
intend their conduft for a fewyeare j for fuch is, 
tfiS ignorance of the generality among tfte boors, 
arifing from their abjeft flavery, and fo little 
have they been ufually left to the& own difcre- 
tion, that few at firft are equal to the proper ma- 
nagement of a farm. From a conviction of 
thefe fa&s, the prince, wholfe knowledge and 
-- - 13 benevolence 
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benevolence I fhall ever revere, continues his at-r 
tegtion tb their concerns : he vifits their, cot«r 
tagfes,- fuggefts improvements in agriculture, in- 
Atu&s them in the mode of rearing cattle and 
bees, and poin^ out the errors into which igno-r 
ranee and incapacity occafionally betray them, 

•^Fhe example of this prince, great by his rank, 
but ftill greater by his humanity, can fcarcely - 
fail of producing its due effect ; efpecially as he- 
intends giving to thepublic a particular account 
of his arrangements and regulations, and will 
ihe w how much he has increafed the value of his 
eftate as • well as the happinefs of- his peafants, * 
Still the condition of theft peafants is not per* 
ipanent ; for though a lord grants their freedom, 
yet he cannot entail it upon them, as his fuc-r 
ceflbr may again reduce them tp their original 
ftate of vaffalage. It is, however, in agitation 
tpfceure the perpetuity of their liberty, whe^ 
they .are once rendered free ; but this meafure is 
qf fo delicate d nature, that it muft be intro- 

i 

duced with great caution, and pair only be th§ 
gradual wor£ of time. 4 

In ftatihg the different claffes pf inhabitants, 
the Jews muft not be emitted.. This people date 
their introduction into Poland about the time of r 
Cafimir the Great, a?id as they enjoy privileges 
which they fcarcely poffefs in any other country, * 
.excepting England! and Holland, their numbers . 
' - . •  • haice 



have furprizingly increaifed.' Leiigiifcte?&ys of 
them, they "monopolize* the commerce and 
trade of the country, keep the imis -and taverns; 
are ftewards to the nobility, and feem toxhave fo 
much influence, that nothing can be bought or 
fold without the intervention of a Jew." Uqdet 
John Sobiefki they were highly favoured, and 
his adminiftrption was invidioufly called a Jewiflt 
junto: he fanned to the Jews the royal d6- 
mefnes j and placed fuch confidence in them as 
r&ifed great difcontents' among the nobility. 
After his death, an antieiit law of Sigifmond the 
Pirft was revived* and inferted 7 in the PaBa 
Cowoenta of Augiiftus the. Second, that no Jew 
or perfon of low birth ihould be capable of farm- 
ing the royal' revenues. - 

In fome towns, asatCafimir, Pofen, &c. the 
Jews are permitted tp fettle, in other places are, 
only allowed to refide during the time of fairs, or 
when the dietines are aflembled ; but the laws 
are feldom put in. force againft them. Accord- 
ing to the laft capitation there were 166, 871 
Jews in Poland, e&clufive of Lithuania, who 
paid the poll-tax ; but .this cannot be their full 
complement, as it ft their intereft to conceal 
the number of their children as much" as pofii* 
bie. ' 

* Pac, Con. Aug. IIL p. ug, £ 
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Before the iate partition, Poland contained 
Bear 14, 000*000 inhabitant**, arid the,prefent 
population amounts to 9,000, ooo- 
* It i* not untf drtby of obfcrvitum, that nrhil* 
the feudal laws have been: gradually, aholiOrtd in 
/ othtf nations, and given place to , a more regular 
tod j<ift adminiftration, yet in Poland & v&rirtty 
ef cincumftanees has concurred to pfefttvs that 
mixture of liberty and oppreffiofa, ojrde? and 
anarchy, which characterised the feudal govern- 
inent, We may eafily trace in this j&nftitbti&n 
alt the (taking features of that ; fyftemij a* etet> 
tive monarchy with a cdreumfcfibed power ; the 
great officers of ftateppffeffing their charges for 
life, and independent of the king's authority ; 

royal fiefs ; the great nobility above conttoui ; 

* ' * 

• Bufching gives an eiijmate of the population of Poland duce 
the partition, Hift. Mag. vph XVI-'f. 3$. 
Males - - - - - - 4,39*469 

Fejaales ------.--*---*. 449&0831. 

(Secular - - - i8>36fA 
-BccleGalKcs - < Regular - - - 10,189 >  * 3**»3? 

INuus ... *»i79* r 
r-««, $ Mates - * - <> too^oi?! r^. .^ 

Tofci number of inhabitants - 9>3*7j666 



>*» 



According to a ftatement in the Hamburgh political Journal for 
*797» Poland^, after, the firft difmembermenk contained 7*705^72* 
Of her population on the final partition of the whole country,, in 
1795, **>* Ruffian diftri& contained 4*592,544 foufe j the Pcgfiiaji, 

ai075^863 the Au#ri*i, 1*037,7435. - - 

the 
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lands ; feudal tenures, military fervices, and 
territorial juriftii&ioa ; ^onp&eree degrading; 
opprefled condition of the burghers ; vaflalage 
of the peafants. In the courfe of this book I 
have mentioned moil of thefe evils as Hill exifi- 
in& dn Poland, and thirv xnav be confidered as 
the radical canfes of its decline; for they htVe 
prt vented the Poles from adopting thofe jfoble 
regulations, which tend to introduce order and 
good government, to augment commerce, and 
j&preife jtojixlatjaft* < ' 
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CHAP, i, 

Entrance into Auftrian Poland.«*»£&iiits of the--difinembered pro- 
vi^ce^-Population and, productions.-— Cracow*-4Univerfey,r^ 
Palace.— Citadel occupied by the confederates in the late trou- 
bles.— Hiftory of that traniaftion.— Cathedral.— Tomb? andcha-* 
* rafters of feveral Poliflx iovereigns, ' • 

r ' - > - ' i 

 

JULY 24, 1778. We entered Poland juft 
beyond Bilitz, having crofted the rivulet 
Biala, which falls into the Viftula, and purfued 
our journey to Cracow through the territo- 
ries which the houfe of Auftria fecured in th$ 
late partition. 

This ceded country has, fince the partition, 
changed its name, and is now incorporated with 
the Auftrian dominions, under the appellation of 
the kingdoms of Galicia and Lodomeria, which 
fome ahtient diplomes reprefent as fituated in 
Poland, and fubjeft to the kings of Hungary, 
But the moll convincing proof that fuch king- 
doms exifted, and ought by virtue of an here- 
ditary though dormant title, to revert to the 
emprefs as fovereign of Hungary, was derived 
from the Auftrian army ; for what people can 
rcfift an argument backed by 200,000 troops, un- 

lefs 



lffe they can; defend thfcir fide of the queftioa by 
ap eqiAl number? 

The ' importance of this acquifttioii to the 
houfe of Auftria ;wift appear from 4be number of 
inhabitants; which, in 1776*, amounted to, 
2,580,796. The mountainous parts of Galicia 
and Lodomeri^ produce fine p^fture; the plaint, 
$re mpjftly fandy, but abound in forefts* and are 
fertile in corn. The principal articles of traifie 
are cattle, hides, wax, and honey, and th^fe 
* countries contain mines of copper, lead, iron, - 
and fait 

We crofled only a narrow flip pf Auftrian Po- 
land, 96 miles in length from Biljte tp Cracojv 
leaving on our right hand a chain of mount Cra-, 
pak, or the antient Carpathian mountains.- The; 
country was at - firft fomewhat hilly, but aftfcr* 
wards kvel; and qb**red with forefts. The roads 
were bad, the vrBages few and wretched, beyond i 
defcription, the hovels, all built of wood, full of 
filth and mifery, and every thing Wore the ap»* 
pearanceof extreme poverty. 

July Sl5" At noon we arrived at the Viftulft 
thfe fouthern banks of which form the limits 
pf the. Auftrian dominions. This river being 
marked in : the partition treaty as forming • the : , 
limits between the Auftrian and Polifli territories, . 



4 



* Conjp. Hegfc. : Sdaroniae, Galicisc, Lodomeriae, 5rc. j>*66, 
note m, 1 
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the houfe of Auftria at flrft eonftradA the Vrftufe 
to mean the old channel of that river no^dry, 
called the Old Viftula j add by fo*ce of tKis | 
{framed mterpretation deluded Cafemir in the: 
dHmembered province ; bat fooh aifte*wa*d& 'lite 
emp^rffvrelfertfd Caflmir to ti^ f P6k.^ and acced- 
ed the Viftula as the boundary of her domihioii*^ 
Having entered Cafimir by crofting the Vifttftfr 
over a bridge, at one end of which was an An£ ' 
ttian, and at the other a Polifti centinel, we pafled 
the dry chanad, termed the ©Id Viftnla, by a fe- * 
cond bridge, and arrived at Cracow. •»» . - 

- Cracow was fopaeriy the capital of Pbtand, 
where the^ki»g& *e*e ete&ed and- crowned,, and 
oace 1 almoft { ttej -certtef* erf- the l^Mfh dominion? ' 
hut is nfr» affontier town. Itftands in an extenfive , 
pfaiti, wates£& by the Viftnfe^ winch is fakaoad' 1 
but ihalibw : the city and fuborhs occupy at ktrge 
trad of groitad, but fcarcely contain 1 6,doo* m- 
habltants. Many of the firsts ait broad ; and!  
hapdfbme ; the great fquare is very i|ajcidus 3 adrift* 
has feveral well-built houfes; onco i&chty fta> [ 
nrfhed and Well inhabited, but . nioftly , in^w 
either untenanted, or in a ftarter of melancholy 4 
decay. Almott < every building bears 'ftriklngo 
marks of ruined grandeur; the churches alone 
fcetnto prefer ve their original fplendour. The* 

> TiiCcily/aickifiWx)f.thc tij&uft* curtained m ijjtcmfy 
SP94. fouls. 

• ' devaftation 
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dwtfiiiftian ^>f thia utfortunatt^city was begun 
by the Swedes at the commencement of the pre- 
lect century, .when it was befieged and taken by 
Chivies XII. ; bat the mifchjefs it buffered from 
that ratf agcr of the North, were far left deftrao 
tiveihaa thofe experienced during the late dread* 
fol commotions, when it underwent repeated 
£eges, and was alternately in pofleflion of the 
Jtuflians and Confederates. The effe&a of can- 
turn, grape, and mufket-fliot, are ftill difcernible 
tin the walls' and houfes. . In a word, Crarow 
exhibits the remains of a magnificent capital m 
Tuins: from the number of fallen and falling 
houfes; it appears like a town recently faefced and 
de&rted by the enemy; The town is f unrounded 
,with high walls of brick, lengthened by round 
and fqaarc towers, of whimfical iliapes, in the an- 
tieirt ftyle of fortification, which were built 
^ by Venceflam* king of Bohemia, during the 
fliDrt period, in Which; he reigned over Poland. , 
' In Cracow is a Ruffian garrjfon of 600 men, 
who are Rationed at the guard-houfe in the cen- 
ter of the town: at all the gates a Ruffian cea- 
tiael ftands on one fide, and a Poliih on the 
other ; the citadel is wholly occupied by Ruffian 
ttoops. 

The univerfity was founded and endowed by 
Cafimir the Great, and improved and completed 

4 

• Cracoviaot muro circumdedit. Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. »a 
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fay Ladiflaus Jaghellon : the ftumber of ftudent* 
3riioiints to • about 600 ; the library h not re- 
markable either for the number or rarity of the 
tfooks. Among tf\e principal objeSs of atten* 
tion, the librarian pointed out a Turkiih books, 
of no intrinfic value ; but efteemed^a cariofity 
Isecaufe found among the fpoils at the battle of 
'Choteim, and pfrefehlfcd by John Sobieiki to the 
tftiiverfity, a$ the memorial of a . vi&ory which 
laYed his* country from- defection, t and raife^ 
fiim tot the threne of Poland. This untverfity 
was formerly, ind not unjuftly, called the mo- 
ther df Polifh littetaturer, as it principally fupplied 
the other femhiaLfies» with profeffors and men of 
learning ; but ift* Mtre has been greatly obfeured 
ty the removal of the royal refidence to Warfaw, 
and (till more by the late inteftine convulfious. 

In this city the art of printing was* firft intro*- 
«Iuced into Poland by Haller; and one of the 
earlifeft books that iflued from his pref&, was the 
tfonftitutions and ftatutes compiled by Cafimir 
the Great, and augmented by his fucceffora. 
The chara&ers are Gothic, the fame as were uni- 
ferfally ufed at the invention of printing; the 
great initial letters are wanting. The year in 
which this compilation was printed is not pofx- 
tfvelyknownj but the publication was anterior 
-ta 1496, as it does not contain theftatutes paflcd 
fcy John Albert in that year. 

The 



'. ; The ? nioft flourifhing period of the univeffity 
:vas. under Sigifmond Auguihis in the fixteehth 
-r century; when feverai of the German reformew 
-fled from the perfeeutions of the emperor Chark* 
the i Fifth, and found an lafylum in this city. 
They gave to the world fevefal verfions of the 
Acred writings, and other theological publico* 
lions, which dtffiifed the reformed religion over 
great part of Poland. The prote&ion which Si- 
gifmond Auguftus afforded to men of learning 
of all denominations, and the univerfal tolenu 
Aion which he extehded to every fed; of Chrif- 
•ttfns; created a ftrfpicion that he was fecretly in- 
-dined to the new church ; and it was even re* 
-ported that he intended to renounce the catholic 
Saith, add : publicly profefc . the reformed reii- 

t \ . Towards the fouthern part- of the town, near 
the Viftula, the palace or citadel, furrouiukd 
AHitfo brick v walk and old turrets, forms a coriijji- 
jcueu* objeft oil the fummit of a rock: f ThkIpar 
la£e owed its origin to Ladiflaus Jaghdlon? but 
*W porter part w^s deraoliJhed by ChariesXlL 
ja 170% Ttfhen hit' entered Cracow in triuihph 
after the battle of CHflbw ; the remain confiftof 
* few apartments, which jare left in the fame ftate 
>as they exiftedun the laft century. The walls of 

r» 
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tmt. apartment axfe decorated wMb paintings of 
tilts and tournaments ; thofe of a fectmd with 4 
teprefentation of a coronation, ' affirined, by the 
perfon who fliewsd the palace, to be that of L*- 
diflaua the Firft, and ta have b^en drawn in hfe 
time, but the ftyle befpeaks it of mow modem 
date; thecieling of a th^dia .divide into differ 
tent (Ctompattmenta, ornamented, with gtote&pie 
heads* All the roqttfjs are of fm£ dimenlions, 
and exhibit remains of antieart magnificence; 
bat are totally without furniture;: ; 
• .. This palace was formerly the refidence of the 
JPoKfli fovereigns, wh&, from the tikne of Ladifc 
laua Lokctec, wfere clowned at Cracow- . TJht 
Poliili and German hiftoriam differ concerfijag 
the. time .when the tide of king was firft claimed 
by the fovereigns of this country j but moftrpfc$» 
haidy Prcnriflaus affiamed the regal title in it 95, 
nnd was inaugurated at Gtoefaa by the fcrchfeiihd^ 
of tibe diocefe* He was fucceedtd by Lad*flatt& 
Lqketec, who, offending the Poles by hie «4j*i^ 
cious and tyrannical xonduft, was depofed be* 
fore his coronation; and V^etieefiifls IriagS^ef 
Bohemia, who married Richfa daughter of Pw- 
rattans, being ele&ed m has &ead, was, in 1303; 
coiafectated at Grnefea- Ladiflaas, aifter flying 
from his country, and undergoing aferies of ca- 
lamitous adventures, was at length brought to a 
4enfe of his mifconduft. Having regained the 
: 1 affeftion 
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affe&ion of hi? fubjefts, he was reftored to part 
erf his dominions, and recovered them all upon 
the demife of Venceflaus in 1 305. He governed, 
however, for fome years without the title of king; 
but at length, in 1320, was crowned at Cracow, 
and afterwards ena&ed, that his fucceflbrs ihould 
be inaugurated in the cathedral of this city* 

Since that period, the laws of Poland have ex - 
prefsly defignated Cracow as the place of corona- 
tion ; and fuch was the fuperftitious attachment 
of the Poles to this ufage, that When John So* 
bieiki was defirous of being crowned at Leopold, 
on account of its vicinity to the army, which he 
was to command againft the Turks at the time of 
his ele&ion, the Poliih patriots ftrongly oppofed 
any innovation f ; and the *ceremony was per- 
formed at Cracow. Since Ladiilaus, allthefuc* 
ceeding fovereigns have been confecrated at 
Cracow;}:,' excepting the prefent king. Before 
hi? ele&ion a decree was ilfued by the diet of con- 
vocation, that the coronation fliould be folem- 
nized at Warfaw, without prejudice in future to 
the antient right of Cracow ; but the diadem and 
other regalia ufed at the coronation are ftill pre- 
ferved in this palace. 

* Dhigoflius, lib. IX. p. 571. Lengnich* Hift. Pol. p. 1 9— 21. 

•fr^en|nich, Jus Publicum. 
. X I do not mention Stantibus Letzinflti, who was crowned at 
Warfaw, becaufe he was only a temporary fovcrcign, and was iboa 
obliged to retire from Poland* 

vol.1. k The 
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The apartments command an extenfive view 
of the neighbouring country, which is princi- 
pally a fandy plain. We noticed particularly 
two large barrows : one is by tradition called the 
burial-place of Cracus duke of Poland, who is 
fuppofed to have bdilt the town in 700 ; the other 
is called the fepulchre pf his daughter Venda, 
who is reported to have drowned herfelf in the 
Viftula to avoid a marriage with a perfon whom 
fhexletefted. The whole hiftory of Cracus arid 
Venda is involved in impenetrable darknefs, and 
thefe barrows, which are common in different 
parts of Europe, were probably anterior to the 
Chriftian aera. The cuftom of railing barrows 
over the bodies of the deceafed was almoft uni- 
verfal in the earlier asres of the world. Homer 

+ mentions it as u common pra&ice among the 
Greeks and Trojans ; Virgil alludes to it as ufual 
in Italy in the times treated of in the JEneid ; 
Xenophon relates that it obtained among the 
Perfians ; the Roman hiftorians record that the 
fame mode of interment took place among their 
countrymen ; and it prevailed no lefs among the 
antient Germans, Britons, and other nations. 
In general, p&pular tradition confers on fome 
favourite cha*a£bets in national hiftory, like 

^ Cracus and Venda, the honour of being in- 
terred under the moft confpicuous of thefe monu* 
ments. 
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At fome tliftance from Cracow, wg noticed 
the fortrefs of Landfkron, fituated upon a rock, 
which the confederates pofleffed during the lat» 
troubles ; and from whence they made excnrfions 
againft the Ruffian and Palifh troops in the fer* 
victf of the king k By a detachment df troop* 
from this fortrefs, the eitactel of Cwcow wad 
taken by furprize ; a gallant exploit, which hie* 
rits a particular notice. The perfon who fhewed 
us the palace was himfelf prefent, when the Poliib 
troops iffued from a fubtefraneoUs paffage, and 
furprized the Ruffian garrifoh, eonfifting bf 8f 
men* At four in the morning a party of yd con* 
federates, led by lieutenant* Bytranbfrfki, en* 
tered the palace thrpugh a common fewer, with* 
out being difcovered, furprifed the Ruffians* 
took them prifoners almoft without refiftanc% 

# In moft of the accounts publifhed of this tranfa&ion, it is Cud 
that the confederates Were led by a French officer* and that Several 
frenchmen were among them. 1 hate related Amply the account 
which I received from the fteward of the palace* who repeatedly 
affyred me, that there was not one Frenchman ; and that they were 
led by a Polifh lieutenant, whofe name was Byrranowfld. Theftew* 
ard was himfelf prefent at the trania&ion> and being no (oldier* 
was not confuted with the garrifon in the dungeon^ 5 fie bad, there- 
fore, every opportunity of being informed of the truth : at th« 
fame time it is poflibte, that partiality to his countrymen might 
induce him to give the whole honour to the Poles* Monfieur Vjof* 
raenil is the French officer generally mentioned a» leading this en* 
terprifing band of confederates through the fubterraneous paflkge* 
According to Wraxall, Chariot, a French oj&ray was {he leader of* 
this daring corps. Vol, XL p* 404. l 

k 9 and 
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and made themfelves matters of the citadel. 
One fqldier having efcaped by climbing the wall 
of the citadel, alanned the Ruffians in the town, 
who, without delay, attacked the caftle, but 
were repulfed. This event happened on the 
fid of February 1772. The fame evening de 
Choify,< in the fervice of the confederates of 
Landfkron, acquainted with the fuccefs of the 
enterprise, advanced towards Cracow at the head 
of 800 confederates (amongft whom were feveral 
French officers), and, after defeating a corps of 
Ruffians, entered the citadel But the Ruffian 
garrifon in the town, which before confifted of 
only 400 men, being reinforced, the confede- 
rates in the citadel fuftained aregular fiege : they 
defended theqjfelves three months with undaunt- 
ed fpirit, and capitulated upon honourable terms. 
The fubterraneous paffage through which the 76 
confederates introduced themfelves into the pa- 
lace, is a drain two feet in height and oxie in 
breadth, opening without the walls near the Vif- 
tula. They entered this drain, and crawled upon 
their hands and knees a confiderable way, one 
behind another, until they emerged through a 
hole iii the walls of the palace. 
. Having viewed the palace, we vifited the ad- 
joining cathedral*, in which all the fovereigns, 
from the time of ladiflaus Loketec, were inter- 

• Lengnicb, Jus. PubL 

* 

red, 
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red, except Louis and Ladiflaus III. whofe bo- 
dies were depofitcd in Hungary ; Alexander, who 
was buried at Vihia ; Henry of Valois, and Au- 
guftus the Third. The laws of Poland are as ex- 
prefe and minute in regulating the burial as the 
eiedion and coronation of the kings, and many 
curious circunrfiances attend their inteiment. 

The body of the deceafed prince is firft carried 
to Warfaw, where it remains until the nomination 
of the new foverelgn. It is >then conducted in 
great ftate to Cracow, and two days before the 
coronation, the king eleft, preceded by the great 
officers of ftate, with their rods of office pointing 
to the ground, joins the funeral proceffion, and 
follows the body to the church of St. Staniflaus, 
where the burial fervice is performed; the rc- 
jnains are then depofited in the cathedral adjoin- 
ing to the palace. It is peculiar to the' laws of 
Poland, that the funeral of the deceafed mo- 
narch ihould immediately precede the coro* 
nation of the new fovereign, and that the king 
ele& ihould attend the obfequies of his prede-r 
ceffor. Hiilorians have fagely remarked, that 
this lingular cuftom was inftituted, in order to 
imprefs the new king with the uncertainty of hu- 
man grandeur, and to remind him of his duty, by 
mixing the horrors of death with the pomp 1 and 
dignity of his new ftation. But this cuftom ' 
probably took its rife from the habits of exterior 

% 3 homage, 
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homage, which the Poles afFe& to pay to their 
fovereign in <:ompenfation for the fubftantial 
dignity they withhold from him t This fpirit 
of, mock^reverence they extend beyond the 
grave, and while they fcarpely allow to the 
reigning king the fhadow of real authority, neap 
upon a deceafed monarch every trapping of im- 
perial honour. 

The fepulchres of the kings of Poland are not dif* 
tinguiihed by peculiar magnificence ; their figures 
are carved in marble of no extraordinary work- 
manship, wid fome are without infcriptions. 

I felt a ftrong fentimentof veneration on ap* 
proaching the afhes of Cafimir the Great, whom 
I confider as one of the beft princes that ever 
adorned ?, throne. It was not, however, the mag- 
nificence of his reign, his warlike achievements, 
nor even his patronage of the arts and fciences ; 
but his legiflative abilities, and wonderful bener. 
ficenee to the inferior clafe of his fiibje&s, that 
jnfpired reverence for his ch^ra&er. 

Cafimir was born in 1 3 lo, and in 1333 afcended 
the throne of Ppland, on the demjfe of his father 
Ladiflaas £pketec. The Polifli hiftorians dwell 
with fmgular eomplaceney upon his reign, as the 
moft glorious and happy period of their annals ; 
and record with peculiar pleafure the virtues and 
abilities of this great pad amiable monarch ; nor 
$jrp tjieir praifes the echoes of flattery, fox: they 

* 

were 
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were moftly written fubfequent to his death, 
when another family was feated on the throne. 
In perilling the reign of Cafimir, we can hardly 
believe that we are reading thehiftory of the fo* 
vereign of a barbarous people in the beginning 
of the fourteenth century : it feems as if, by the 
afcendency of his fuperior genius, he had anti- 
cipated the knowjedge and improvements of fuc- 
ceeding and more enlightened periods. 

From the moment of his acceffion his firft care 

i 

was to fecure his kingdom againft foreign ene* 
mies. With this view he attacked the knights 
of the Teutonic order, with whom Poland had 
been long engaged in a ftate of warfare, and 
compelled them to purchafe peace by the ceflion 
of Culm and Cujavia, which they had wrefted 
from his father. He then reduced Red Ruflia, and 
annexed the duchy of Mafovia to the dominions 
of Poland ; by which acquisitions he not only 
extended the frontiers of his empire, but ren- 
dered his dominions lefs liable to, fqdden in- 
vafion. Thefe great fucceffes did not exdite in 
his bread the fatal fpirit of military enterprize ; 
he always cotifidered war as a matter of neceffity, 
not of choice, and the means of fafety rather 
than of glory*. Having fecured his frontiers, as 
well by vi&ories as by treaties with the neigh-' 
bouring powers, he turned his whole attention 

•Mitift fhgenio, ct quietis quam armorum appetqrtior. Floras 
Pol. p, tx6, 

K 4 ta 
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to the interior adminiftration of his kingdom. 
He built feveral towns, enlarged and beautified 
others ; and Dlugoflius *, who flourished in the 
fucceeding century, fays of him, " Poland is in- 
debted to Caftmir for the greater part of her 
churches, palaces, fortreffes, and towns ;" adding, 
in allufion to a fimilar eulogium of Auguftus 
Caefar, " that he found Poland of wood, and left 
her of marble." He patronized letters, inftituted 
the academy of Cracow, promoted induftry, and 
-encouraged trade ; elegant in his manners, and 
magnificent in his court, he was ©economical with- 
out meannefs, and liberal without prodigality. 

Cafimir was the great legiflator of Poland: 
finding his country without written laws, he re- 
viwed all the ufages and cuftoms, digefted them, 
with fome additions, into a regular code, and 
improved the courts of juftice. He was eafy of 
ac£efs to the meaneft as well as the higheft of his 
fubje6ts, and folicitous to relieve the peafants 
from the oppreffions of the nobility. Such indeed 
was his tendernefs to that injured clafs of men, 
and fo many were the privileges which he con- 
ferred upon them, that the nobles ufed to call him 
out of derifion Rex Rujlicorutn, (the, king of the 
peafants ;) perhaps the moil noble appellation ever 
beftowed upon a fovereign, and far preferable to 
\){ie titles of magnificent and great, often lavifheq 
rather upon the perfecutors than the benefa&ors 

of 
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of mankind. Human nature i& never perfeft, 
.and Cafimir was not without his failings; he 
puilied the pleafures of the table to an intempe- 
rate excefs, #nd his inordinate pafiion for wo- 
men led him into fome a&ions, jnconfiftent with 
his ufual integrity. But to ufe the expreflion of a 
Polifli hiftorian, his private failings" were redeemed 
by his public virtues * ; and it is univerfally allow- 
ed that no fovereign more confulted the happinefc 
of his fubje&s, or was more beloved at home and 
refpe&ed abroad. He was thrown from his horfe as 
he was hunting, and died after afhort illnefs in the 
6oth year of his age, and the 40th ofhis reign ; car- 
rying to the grave the regret ofhis fubjecis, and a 
claim to the veneration of pofterity, Heisdefcrib- 
ed as tall in his perfon, and inclined to corpulency, 
with amajefticafpeft, thick and curling hair, long 
- b^ard, and a ftrong voice fomewhat lifping f. 

Next to the remains of Cafimir repofe the &ihes 
of X-*d|flaus II. X known by the appellation of 
Jaghellon, the father of a race of kings called 
from him the Jaghellon line. He was originally 

* Redimens vitia virtutibus. Dlugoflius. 

f Vir ftatura elevata, corpore craflb, fronte vcnerabili, crine cir- 
cino et abundante, barba promifsa, voce aliquantulum balba fed 
fonora. Deceflit Cafimirus a. 1370* %* Lcngnich, cui Polonia 
leges, judicia, cultum, plurimas civitatcs, arces, et alia edificia, de- 
fret. Hift. Pol. p. 25. 

t He is fometimes called ladidaus IV. and (bmetimes Ladiflaus 
V. ; but eftimating from the time when the fovereigns of Poland 
aiTumed the regal authority, he ought to be called Ladiflaus IL 
*< Jadiflaus inter Poloniae reges illius nominis fecund us/' Leng- 

> 

nich, Hill. Pol. p. 31. 

duke 
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duke of Lithuania, and, together with his fub- 
je&s, a worfliipper of idols ; but having embraced 
Chriftianity, and efpoufed Hedfrige fecond daugh- 
ter of Louis, he obtained the throne of Poland. 
This event happened in 1386, in M'hich year he 
was publicly baptized, married, and crowned at 
Cracow: he died in 1434 at an advanced age, 
and in the 50th year of a long arid glorious reign. 
Among his pofterity, whofe bodies are depo- 
fited in this cathedral, the moft memorable is 
Sigifmond I. a great and able monarch, the pro^ 
te&or of the arts and fciences. He is represented, 
however, as not fufficiently watchful over the 
- royal prerogative, and yielding too eafily to the 
, encroachments of the nobility, to the injury of 
fucceeding monarch, and detriment of the re- 
public. But thefe compliances admit of great 
palliation ; when we refle&, that the nobles had 
raifed him to the throne, and were become nearly 
uncontroulable by the conceffions of his imme- 
• diate predeceffors. 

As : I viewed thje tomb of his fon Sigifmond 
Auguftus, I recollected, with regret and fy mpathy 
for this unhappy country, that in him terminated 
that hereditary influence which, during a long 
fucceffion of fovereigns, gave tranquillity to the 
diets of ele6tion ; and that upon his death all 
thoie troubles, which are infeparable from a crown 
wholly ele&ive, burft upon the kingdom* From 
this period the cabals and convulfions, continu- 
* ally 
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ally recurring at every choice of a ne w fo vereign, 
impaired the ftrength of the ftate, and the dig- . 
nity of the, throne. The Poles gradually loft their 
confequence among foreign powers ; and the au- 
thority of fucceeding kings depended more on * 
their own perfonal abilities, and accidental cir- 
cumftances, than on any principle of vigour in- 
herent in the crown. 

The firft of the new fucceffion, whofe remains 
are interred in this church, is Stephen Bathori, 
prince of Tranfylvania, ele&ed in 1576, upon the 
abdication of Henry of Valois. He owed his ele- 
vation to his marriage with Anne . daughter of 
Sigifmoiidl. ; a princefs in the 5 2d year of her 
age, and not endowed with any winning at- 
traftions, had flie not brought a kingdom for 
her marriage portion. The epitaph upon his 
tomb juftly afcribes to Stephen a long catalogue 
of civil and military virtues. 

Adjoining is the fepulchre of his fucceflbrs Si- 
gifmond III. fon of John III. king of Sweden, 
by Catherine daughter of Sigifmond I. ; ele&ed 
king of Poland in 1 587 ; he revived, on the female 
fide, tha Jaghellon line. He was raifed to the 
throne while prince royal of Sweden, and, on the 
death of his father in 1 592, poffeffed both crowns-; 
but he gradually loft all authority in Sweden, 
and was at length formally depofed by the ftates 
pf that kingdom. He owed his expulfion front 

Sweden 
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Sweden to his partiality for Poland, to his bi- 
gotted zeal for the catholic religion, and above 
all to the fuperior genius of his uncle and rival 
Charles IX. He expired in the 46th year of his 
reign, and in the 67 th of his age. 

Near the body of Sigilmopd lie thofe of his two 
fons ; Ladiflaus IV. elected king of Poland upon 
the demife of his father, fupported the dignity of 
h}s crownivith reputation and honour; and John 
Cafimir, a prince, whofe chara&er and adven- 
tures are too Angular to be paffed over without 
particular; notice. 

John Cafimir, fon of Sigifmond III. by Anne, 
fifter of the emperor Ferdinand II. was educated 
in his father's court ; upon whofe death his mo- 
ther endeavoured, but without effe&, to procure 
his ele&ion in oppofition to Ladiflaus. Repulfed 
from the throne, he contra&ed a difguft to Po- 
land, and undertook a journey to Spain with a 
view of offering his fervices to his coufin Philip 
IV. then at war with France. Paffing through 
Auftria and Trent into Italy, he embarked at 
Genoa, in a veffel bound for Spain ; but prompted 
by curiofity, ventured to land incognito at Mar- 
feilles. Being difcovered, he was arretted by 
order of the French court, and on account of 
his connexion with the houfe of Auftria, clofely 
imprifoned for the fpace ofywo years # . Through 

• Floras Polon. p. 437, & feq. 

tha 
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the interceflion of Ladiflaus, he repaired to Rome, 
and either out of devotion or caprice, entered in- 
to the fociety of the Jefuits; but afterwards 
quitted that order, and was promoted to the rank 
of cardinal. Upon the death of Ladiflaus, being 
abfolved from his vows by the pope, he was 
elected king of Poland, and, having obtained a 
difpenfation, mlrried his brother's widow, Louiia 
Maria, daughter of the duke of Nevers, a woman 
of great beauty and (till greater fpirit, who 
blended devotion with a ftrong pitfpenfity to po- 
litical intrigues : flie was the foul of her hufband's 
councils, and may be faid to have reigned over 
Poland, while he was only nominal king. Such 
was her afcendency, that flie induced him to fo- 
licit the nomination of the duke of Enguicn, fon 
of the great Cond£, for his fucceffor; a meafure 
fo contradiftory to the principles of the Polifh 
conftitution, as well as to his coronation oath, 
excited a general difcontent, and threw the king- 
dom into the moft violent commotions. 

The reign of John Cafimir was aftive and tur- 
bulent, memorable for the revolt of the Coffacs 
of the Ukraine, for the unfuccefsful wars with - 
Sweden, and for the infurreftions of the nobility • 
Though, fo far from being deficient in military 
courage, that in every, defperate emergency he 
commanded his troops in perfon ; though, to ufe 
his own expreffion, " he was the firft to attack, 

and 
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and the laft to retreat*;" yet as he preferred 
peace to war, and wanted the enterprising fpirit 
of his brother, he was accufed by the Poles of 
indolence and pufillanimity. His political faga- 
-city appears from his prediction, that Poland, en- 
feebled by anarchy and the licentioufnefs of the 
nobles, would be difmembered by the neighbour- 
ing powers. Worn out at length with the cares 
of royalty, fhocked at the diftreffed ftate of the 
kingdom, difcoiitented with the nobility, afflift- 
ed at the cLeath of his wife, and impelled by the 
verfatility of his difpofition, he abdicated the 
throne in the &0th year of his reign, and in the 
63th of his age* This extraordinary event took 
place on the 27th of Auguft, in the year 1668, 
before a general diet affembled at Warfaw : the 
fcene was ^ffe&ing, the coftduft of the king 
manly and refolute, and his fpeech upon that 
event is a fine piece of pathetic eloquence f. 

Soon after his abdication he retired into France, 
and again embraced the ecclefiaftical profeffion. 
Louis XIV. who prided himfelf in affording an 
afylum to abdicated fovereigns* gave him the 
abbeys of St. Germain and St. Martin, without 
which he would have had no means of fubfiftence; 
as Poland foon with-held his penfion ; a proof 

• " £um me efle, qui primus in pneliis, poftremns in difcrimine 
et receflu." Zalufki Ep. vol. I. p. 57. 
f See 2atulki Epift, v. I. p. 57. 

that 



■0.1.1 A -0*A. C'0-W. 14S 

that the tears fhed at his abdication were not 
fincere. Notwithftanding his ecclefiaftical en- 
gagements, John Cafimif could not withiland 
the attra&ions of Marie Mignot, a woman, who, 
though originally a laundrefs, had married firft a 
counfellor of Grenoble, and afterwards the mar- 
quis de L'Hofpital. John Cafimir wis fufpe&ed of 
having fecretly efpoufed her. He is reprefented, 
by thofe who knew him in his retirement, as eafy 
and familiar in converlation, and difple^fed with 
receiving any honours due to his former rank *. 
He furvived his abdication only four years, and 
died at Nevers on the 16th of December, 1672* 
His body was brought to this city, and buried 
in the cathedral at the fame time with that of 
his fucceffor Michael, the day before the coro- 
nation of John Sobiefki. 

Approaching the remains of John Sobiefki, I 
recolle&ed that when Charles XII. of Sweden en- 
tered Cracow he vifited thefetombs,as a mark of 
refpefttothememory of that great monarch : heis 
reported, as he hung with reverence over his tomb, 
to have exclaimed, "Whatapity that fo great a man 
fhould ever die !" May we not alfo exclaim, what 
a.pity that a perfon fo impreffed with a fenfe of 
Sobiefki's merits ihould adopt only the military 
part of hi* chara&er foT the objeft of imitation ! 
How infinitely inferior is the Swedifh to the Po- 

• Vie de Sobiefki, I. p. 135. 
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lifh fovereign ! Charles, dead to all the finer feel- 
ings of humanity, was awake only to the calls 
of glory ; every other fentiment was loft in the 
ardour for military honours. If perfonal courage; 
be fufficient to conftitute a hero, he poffeffed 
that quality in an eminent degree ; but it was 
rather the bravery of a foldier than the courage 
of a general Sobiefki, even in that view of his 
» chara&er, has an equal title to fame ; for his va- 
lour w as no lefs diftinguiihed, and in one refpeft 
fuperior, as it was not clouded with raflinefs, but 
tempered with prudence. Though the firft ge- 
neral of his age, he placed not his fole ambition 
in military glory ; he was great in peace as wall 
as in war : by the union of military and political 
talents, he defended his country in impending 
danger, raifed her from her falling ftate, and de- 
layed the sera of her decline ; while Charles de- 
ficient in civil virtues, plunged Sweden, which 
he found highly profperous, into ruin and defo- 
'lation. In a word, Charles poffeffed the enthu- 
fiafm of a knight-errant, and Sobiefki the virtues 
of an hero *. 

Near Cracow are the remains of an old ftruc-' 
iure, called the palace of Cafimir the Great, which 
my veneration for his memory induced me to vi- 
fit. In the inner court are the remains of a cor- 



* See an account of Sobiefki'* death and family* Chap. IV. of 
this book. - 
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ridore with pillars of the Doric order ; and upon 
a fide wall I obferved .the white-eagle of Poland 
carved in ftone, and around it an infcription fo 
much defaced that I could only make out Ann. 
Dam. M.CCCLXVII, which anfwers to the sera 
of Cafimir, who died in 1 370. Several marble 
columns were fcattered around, which fhewed 
the antlent magnificence of the building. The 
greater part of the fabric was evidently of later 
date than the reign of Cafimir, and probably con- 
ftru&ed by fucceeding fovcreigns upon the foun- 
dation of the antieht palace ; perhaps by Stephen 
Bathori, from the infcription, Stephanus Dei 
gratia, which I traced ; and alfo by Sigifmond III. 
as I difcovered his cypher with the wheat-fheaf, 
the arms 6f Guftavus Vafa, from whom he was 
lineally defcended. 

This palace was the principal refidence of Ca- 
fimir : in the garden is a barrow called the tomb 
of Efther the fair Jewefs, and favourite miflrefs 
of that monarch. To her influence the Jews are 
fuppofed to owe their numerous privileges in Po* 
land, which is called the Paradife of the Jews. 
But when the chara6ler of Cafimir is confidered, 
it will appear probable, that they were indebted 
for their favourable reception more to his policy 
than to his afFe&ion for his miftrefs ; for in thofe 
times the Jews were the richeft and moft com- 
taercial individuals in Europe: by allowing them, 

vol, i. h therefore, 
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therefore, to fettle in Poland, and by granting 
them extraordinary immunities, he introduced 
trade and wealth into his dominions. The Jews 
are extremely numerous, and have engroffed al- 
moft the whole commerce of the country ; yet 
their flourishing (late muft not be attributed folely 
to the edi&s of Cafimir in their favour ; but to 
their induftry, to the indolence of the gentry, 
and the opprefled condition of the pea&nts, 
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CHAP. 2. 

l£ode of faluting and drefs of the Poles.— Account of the (kit- 
mines of Wielitikaj— Their extent and produce.— Journey to 
Wariaw. 

* 

THE Poles feem a lively people, and ufc 
much aftion in their ordinary converfatiom 
Their common mode of faluting is to incline the 
head, and ftrike the bread with one hand, while 
they ftretch the other towards the ground ; but 
when a common perfon meets a fuperior, he bows 
his head almoft to the earth, waving at the fame 
time his hand, with which he touches the leg, 
near the heel, of the perfon to whom he pays his 
obeifance. The men of all ranks generally wear 
vhifkers, and fhave their heads, leaving only a 
circle of hair upon the crown. The fummer 
drefs of the peafants confifts of a fhirt and draw- 
ers of coarfe linen, without fhoes or ftockings, 
$nd round caps or hats. The women of the lower 
clafs wear upon their heads a wrapper of white 
linen, under which their hair is braided, and 
hangs down in two plaits. I obferved feveral 
with a long piece of white linen thrown over 
their heads, and reaching below their knees : in 
this Angular kind of veil they appear as if doing 
penance, 

K ~ The 
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The drefs of the higher orders, both men arid 
Women, is extremely elegant. That of the gen- 1 
tlemen is a waiftcoat with fleeVes, with an upper 
robe of a different, colour, which reaches below 
the knee, and is fattened round the waift with a 
faih or girdle ; the fleeves are in warm weather 
tied behind the fhoulders : in fummer, the rabe 
is of {ilk ; in winter, of cloth, velvet, or fluff, 
edged with fui- ; a fabre is a neceffary appendage 
df the drefs as a mark of nobility. They wear fur- 
caps or bonnets, and buflrins of yellow leather, 
thfc heels of which are plated with iron or fteeh 
The dtefs of the ladies is a fimple polotiaife, or 
long robe, edged with fur* 

The Poles in _ their feature^ look, cuftoms, 
drefs, and general appearance, refemble Afiatics 
riather than EuropeanSj and are tynqueftionably 
defcended from ^Tartar fcriceftors. A Gfcrhian 
hiftorian *, well verfed in the antiquity of nati- 
ons, remarks^ that the manner in wfrich the Poles 
wear thfeir hair is a ftriking token of their ori- 
> gin. So early as the fifth Century 3 fome nations, 
Comprehended under the name of Scythians, had 
the fartie cuftom. For Prifcus Rhaetor, who ac- 
companied Maximus in his embafly from Thfco- 
dofius II. to the court of Attila, defcribes a Scy* 
thian chief, whofe head was ftiaved in a circular 
form f, a mode fimilar to the prefent fafhion in 
Poland. 

• Mafcow. f Capite in rotttndum rafo* 
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Before we quitted this part of Poland, we vi- 
fit^d the celebrated falt-mines of Wielitfka ex-p 
cavated in a ridge of hills at. the northern extre- 
mity of the chain which joins the Carpathian 
mountains ; they take thdir appellation from the 
fmall village of Wielitfka ; but are fometimes called 
in foreign countries the mines of Cracow, fronj 
their vicinity to that city. 

Upon our. arrival at Wielitfka we repaired to 
the moijth of the mine *. Having fattened threte 
feparate hammocks round .the .great rope employ- 
ed in drawing up the fait, we feated ourfelves in 
a commodious manner, and were gently let down 
160 yards below the firft layer of fait. Quitting 
our hammocks, we paffed a long and gradual de- 
fcent, fometimgs through broad paffag^s or p*al- 
leries capable of admitting feverai carriages 
abreaft ; fometimes down fteps cut in the folid 
fait, which had the grandeur and commodiouf- 
jaefs of the ftair-cafe in a palace. We each car- 
ried a light, and feverai guides preceded us with 
lamps, the reflection pf which from the glittering 
fides of the mine was extremely beautiful ; but 
did not caft that luminous fplqndour, which fome 
writers compare to the luftre of precious ftones. 

The fait is called Ziebna or Green Salt, though 
the colour is iron grey, and when pounded 

V 

I I 

* There are two other openings, down one ©f ivhic^ the rokiers 
j&fcend fry flairs, down the other by ladders. 
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appears like our brown fait. The quality im- 
proves in proportion to the depth. Towards the 
fides and furface it is mixed with earthy or ftony 
particles ; lower it is feid to be pure, and to require 
noprocefs before it is ufed. The fineft'of this grey 
fait, however, is of a weak quality when com- 
pared with our common fea-falt : it is therefore 
undoubtedly by no means pure, but blended with 
extraneous particles, though it ferves for com- 
moil purpofes. Being almoft as hard as ftone, the 
miners hew it with pick-axes and hatchets, by a 
tedious operation, into large blocks, many <£ 
which weigh fix or feven hundred pounds. Thefe 
maffes are raifed by. a windlafs; but the fmaller 
pieces are conveyed up by holies along a wind- 
ing gallery, which reaches to the furface of the 
earth. B'efide the grey fpecies, the miners fbme- 
times difcover fmall cubes of white fait, as tranf- 
parent as chryftal, • but not in any confiderable v 
quantity : they find occafionally pieces of coal 
and petrified wood, buried in the fait. 

The mine appears inexhauftible, as will eafily 
be conceived from the account of its dimenfions. 
The known breadth is 1 1 1 5 feet, length 669 1, and 
depth 743 ; and the beft judges on the fpot fup- 
pofe, with great probability, this folid body of 
fait to branch into various directions, the- extent 
of which is unknown. 

Our guide pointed out to us, what he confi- 

dered 
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dered a&fthe moft remarkable curiofity of th* 
place, feveral fmall chapels excavated in the fait, 
in which mafe is did on certain days. One of 
thefe chapels is so feet long and as broad ; the 
ftltar, crucifix, ornaments of the church, and 
4tqttyps of feveral faints, are all carved out of the 
4alk Many of the excavations or chambers ate 
of an imraenfe iize ; fome are propped with tim* 
ber, other? by vaft piUars of felt : feveral of large 
drroenfions are without fupport in the middle. I 
remarked one in particular, which was 80 feet in 
height, and fo extremely long and broad, as 
almoft to appear without limits, amid the fub- 
terraneous gloom. The roofs of thefe vaults are 
not arched, but Hat The immenfe fize of the 
chambers, with the fpacious paffages or galle- 
ries, together with the chapels, and a few iheds 
for horfes, probably gave rife to the exaggerated 
accounts of fome travellers, that thefe mines con- 
tain feveral villages inhabited by colonies of mi- 
ners, who iiever fee the light. There is certainly 
room fufficient ; but the miners have no dwel- 
lings under ground, as they do not remain below 
more than eight hours at a time, when they are 
relieved by others. We found thefe mines 
without damp or moifture ; obferving only, in 
our whole progrefs ^>ne fmall fpring of water, 
which is impregnated with fait. ^ ~ 

Such an enorrtio\i$ mafs <>f ,f^t ^ghihite a won- 

i 4 derful 
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derful phenomenon in thfe natural biftory of 
the globe. According to Guetard, who vi- 
fited thefe mines, ajid publifhed a treatife upon 
the fubje&, the uppermoft bed of earth at the 
furface is fand; the fecond clay, occafionally 
mixed with, fand and gravel, and..containing pe- 
trifaftions of marine bodies ; the third calcareous 
ftone ; from which eircumftances he conje&ure* 
that this fpot was formerly covered by the fea, 
and that the fait is a gradual deppfit formed by 
evaporation # . 

Thefe mines have been worked, above 600 
years, for they are mentioned in the Polifh an- 
nals fo early as 1237, under Boleflausf the 
Chafte. The profits were long appropriated to 
the king's privy purfe, and, before the partition, 
yielded annually £. 97,222 fterling. They are 
now fituated within the province Vhich the Em- 
peror difmembered, but the profits are much di- 
minished ; for the Auftrian cdmrniffioners impru- 
dently raifed' the price of fait, conceiving that 
Poland could not exift without drawing fait as 
ufual from Wielitfka, and would therefore be 
obliged to receive it at any price. This mode of 
proceeding offending the Poles, the king of 
Pruflia imported large quantities of fait, which 

. • See Memoire fur les Mines de Sel de'Wielitflca in Hift. de 
PA cad. 4es Sciences for J762. 

f Lengnjch, Ju* Pub. vol. I. p. £49. 

he 
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he procured chiefly from Spain, to Dantzic, 
Memmel, and Koningfburg, from whence it was 
conveyed up the Viftula into the interior pro- 
vinces. By thefe means he furnifhed great part 
of Poland with fait, at a cheaper' rate than the 
inhabitants could procure it from the houfe of 
Auftria ; and in 1 778 the mines of Wielitfka only 
fupplied the diftri&s which immediately border 
upon Auftrian Poland. 

I never faw a road fo barren of interefting 
fcenes as that from Cracow to Warfaw ; through- 
out the whole tra& not a fingle objeft prefents 
jtfelf which can draw the attention of the moft 
inquifitive traveller. The' country was level, 
with little variation of furface, chiefly over- 
fpread with vaft traQts of gloomy foreft, and even 
where it was more open, the diftant horizon was 
always fkirted with wood. The trees were chiefly . 
pines and firs, intermixed with beech, birch, and 
fmall oakp«; occafional breaks in the foreft pre- 
fented fome pafture ground, with here and there 
& few meagre crops of corn. A forlorn, ftillnefe 
, and folitude prevailed almoft through the whole 
extUnt, with few fymptoms of an inhabited, and 
ftill lefs of a civilized country. Though we tra*- 
verfed the high road from Cracow to Warfaw;, 
in the courfe of 258 miles we met onlv two car- 
riages and a dozen carts. The country was 
equally thin of human habitations : a few wooden 

villages 
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villages fucceeded.one another at long intervals, 
. whofe miferable' appearance correfponded with 
the wretchednefs of the furrounding country. 
Inthefe groupes.of huts, the only places of in- 
ception for travellers were hovels, belonging to 
Jews, totally deftitute of furniture and every 
fpecies of accommodation. We could feldom 
procure any other room but that in which the fa- 
mily lived ; in the article of provifion, eggs and 
milk were our greateft luxuries, and could *iot 
always be obtained ; our only bed was ftraw 
thrown upon the* ground, and we deemed our- 
felves happy when we could procure it clean* 
Even we, who were by no means delicate, and 
who h#d been long accuftomed to all kinds erf 
inconveniences, found ourfelves diftrefled in this 
land of defolation. In moft other countries we 
• fufpended our journey during night, that no 
fcene might efcape our obfervation ; yet here we 
even preferred continuing our route withput in- 
termiffion, to the penance we endured in thefe re- 
ceptacles of filth and penury ; and have reafon 
to believe, that darknefs deprived us of nothing 
but the fight of indifferent crops of corn, gloomy 
forefts, and obje&s of human mifery. The na- 
tives were poorer, humbler, and more miferable, 
than any people we had yet obferved in the courfe 
of our travels : wherever we ftoppec}, they flocked 
around us in crouds, and demanded charity 
with the moft abje& geftures. 

The 
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The road bore as few marks of induftry as the 

country which it interfe&s. It was beft where it 

was fandy ; in other parts it was fcarcely paffable, 

and, in the marfhy grounds, was raifed with fticks 

•arid boughs of trees thrown promifcuoufly upon 

the furface, or formed by trunks of trees laid 

crofsways. After a tedious jburney we at length 

approached Warfaw ; but the roads being neither 

mbre paffable, nor the country better cultivated, 

and the fuburbs chiefly confifting of the fame 

wooden hovels which com^ofe the villages, *e 

"had no fufpicion of. being near the capital of 

Poland, until we arrived at the gates. 
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CHAP. 3. 

Description of Warfaw.-^-Prefentation to the king of Poland.** 
Palace— Portraits of the kings.— -Literary fociety.— ^Entertain- 
ment at the . royal villa, in prince Poniatoufki's garden.*-»Fete 
champetre gjven at Povonfki by the princefsZartorifka. 

r T 1 H r E fituation of Warfaw is not unpleafant : 
y -*- it is built partly in a plain, and partly on a 
gentle afcent rifing from the banks of the Viftula, 
which is about as broad as the Thames at Weftmin* 
fter-Bridge, though very fhalipw in fummer. The 
city and fuburbs occupy a vaft extent of ground; 
but contain no more than between fixty and fe* 
venty thoufand inhabitants, among whom are nu^ 
merous foreigner^. The whole town has a melan* 
choly appearance, exhibiting that ftrong contraft 
of wealth and poverty, luxury and diftrefs, which 
pervades / every part of this unhappy country. 
The ftreets are fpacfous, but ill-paved, and are 
fcarcely lighted with a Angle lamp ; the churches - 
and public buildings large and magnificent ; the 
palaces of the nobility numerous and fplendid ; 
but the greater part of the houfes, particularly in 
the fuburbs, are mean and ill-conftru&ed woo'den 
hovels. 

Auguft '2. The Englifh minifter, Mr. Wrought 
ton, being in the country, ve carried our letters 

of 
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of recommendation to Count Rzewufld, great 
marfhal of the crown, who received us with much 
civility, and appointed Sunday morning to pre- 
sent us at the levee. At that time we repaired to 
court, and were admitted into the audience-* 
chamber, which was decorated with the bufts of 
Elizabeth of England, Henry IV. of France, 
John Sobiefki, and the eniprefs of Ruflia. 

At length the kihg made his appearance, and 
ire were prefented* His majefty talked to each 
of iiS a confiderable time in the moft obliging 
manner ; he jfcid a w#rm eulogium to the Eng- 
lifh nation, mentioned his refidence in London 
• with great fatisfa&ion, and concluded by invito 
ing us to fupper in the evening, of which hor 
nour we had previous intimation from the great 
jnarflial. 

Staniflaus Augufttis is haiidfoihe in his perfon, 
with. an expreflive countenance, a dark conv* 
plexion, Roman no fe, and penetrating eye : he is 
uncommonly pleafmg in his addrefs, and poffeffes 
great fweetnefs of condefeenfion, tempered with 
dignity* He had on a full-drefied fuit, which cir- 
cumftance I mention, becaufe he is the fir ft king of 
Poland who did not wear the national habit, or 
iliave his head after the Poliih cuftom. His exam- 
ple has many imitators, and I was much furprized 
to fee fo few of the chief nobility in the national 
garb. The natives however in general are fo at** 

tached 
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tachld to this drefs, that in the laft diet of convo* 
cation it was propofed to infert in the PaBa Con- 
venta an article obliging the king to wear the Po- 
lifh garment ; but this motion was over-ruled, and 
he was permitted to confult his own tafte. At 
his coronation he laid afide the antient regal ha- 
bit of ceremony, and appeared in robes, of a 
more modern fafliion, with his hair flowing vpon 
his flioulders*. 

At the conclufion of the levee we vifited the 
Hpartments of the palace : it was built by Sigif- 
mond III. and has fince been the principal refi- 
dence of the Poliih monarchs. The palace ftands 
upon a rifing ground at a fmall diftance from the 
Viftula, and commands a fine view of that river 
and of the adjacent country. Next to the au-r 
dience-chamber is an apartment fitted up with 
marble, which the king has dedicated, by an 
infcription, to the memory of his predeceffors 2 
Jtegum Memorite dicavit Stanijlaus Augujius 

* The king feems to have a&ed in this inftance with great indif- 
cretion, in rejecting the national drefs, to which the Poles, tena- 
cious of their antient cuftoms, were extremely attached. * Stanif- 
laus was not infenfible of the comelinefs of his perfon, and was un- 
willing to de/]x>il himfelf of his long and flowing hair j he there- 
fore obtained a certificate from the phyficians, aflerting, that the 
lofs of his hair would afFett his health. The fafhion of his robes 
was new- modelled, likethofe of the kings of France, made of vel- 
vet and ermine, and ornamented with the fleurs de lis. Thefe de- 
viations from the antient coflume rendered the king extremely un- 
popular. 

hocce 
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hocce monumentum, 1771. The portraits of the 
fovereigns are ranged in chronological order: 
the feries begins from Boleflaus, and i;s carried 
down to. his prefent majefty, whofe pi&ure is not 
yet finiflied. Thefe heads are all painted by 
BacciarelU, and well executed ; the portraits of 
the earlier kings are Iketched from imagination ; 
but that of Ladiflaus II. and moft of his fuccefr 
fors, are copied from, originals. They altoge- 
ther produce a pleafing effeft, and may be con- 
fidered as an agreeable fpecies of genealogical 
table. In this apartment the king gives a dinner 
every Thutfday to the men of letters who are 
moft confpicuous for learning and abilities ; his 
majefty himfelf prefides at table, and , takes the 
tead in the graces of converfation as much as in 
rank. The perfons admitted to tins fociety read 
occafionaliy treatifes upon different topics of hif- 
tory, natural philofophy, and other mifcellaneou* 
fubjeas; and, as a code of laws was compiling 
for the purpofe of being prefented to the next 
diet, parts of that code, or obfervations relative 
to legiflation in general, and the conftitution of 
Poland in particular, are introduced. The king 
sealoufly encourages all attempts to refine his 
native tongue, which was much negle&ed during 
thq reigns of his two predeceflbrs, who were 
ignorant of- the Polifli language. Poetry, of 
which he is extremely fond, is much cultivated 

at 
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stt thefe meetings. The adjoining apartment 
was hung with the portraits of the principal 
members of the fociety. 

In obedience to the king's condefcending mvi« 
tation, we proceeded, in the evening, to a royal 
villa, fituated in the midft of a delightful wood, 
in the vicinity of Warfaw. It confifts of a faloon* 
and four other apartments upon the firft floor, 
together With a bath, from which it takes the 
name of laMaifon de Bain: above are the fame 
number of rooms, each fitted up in the moft ele- 
gant manner. The king received us in the fa- 
loon with extreme affability : his brother and two 
of his nephews were prefent, and a few nobility 
of both fexes, who generally cotapofe his private 
parties. There were two tables for whift, and 
thofe who were not engaged at cards walked 
about, or ftood at different fides of the room, 
while the king, who feldom plays, converfed 
occafionally with every one. At half an hour 
after nine, fupper being announced, we followed 
the king into an adjoining apartment, where was 
a fmall round table with eight covers ; the fupper 
confided of one courfe and a defert. . His ma- 
jefty fat down* but eat nothing ; he took a con- 
fiderable fhare in the converfation, without wholly 
engrofling it. After fupper we repaired to the 
faloon, part of the company returned to cards, 
while we, out of refpect to the king, continued 

{landing, 
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Handing, until his majefty propofed fitting down, 
adding, %c we fhall be more at our eafc chatting 
round a table/' We accordingly feated ourfelves, 
and the converfation laded, with perfeft eafe, till 
midnight, when the king retired. Before he. 
withdrew^ he ordered a nobleman of the party to 
conduft us to every obje& in Warfaw worthy of 
a ftranger ? s curiofity. This extraordinary degree 
of attention penetrated • us with gratitude, and 
proved a prelude to ft ill greater honours. 

Auguft &< We had the honoiil- bf dining with 
his majefty at the fame villa, and experfehced the 
fame eafe and affability i of reception. 'The kin£ 
had hitherto talked French, but he' tioW did me 
the honour to converfe in iEnglifli, which he 
fpeaks remarkably wejl. He exprelffed a flattering 
predile&ion for our, nation, and fui^mzed me by 
his exa6t knowledge of our conftitution, laws, 
and hiftory ; all hia remarks were pertinent, juft, 
and rational. He is familiarly conveifant with > . 
bur bed authors, and his enthufiaftic admiration of 
Shakcfpeare gave me a ^convincing proof of his 
intimate acquaintance with bur language, and tail? 
for thebeauti^s of genuine poetty. : He inquired 
much about the ftateof arts and*fciehces*in Eftg* 
land; and' fpoke, with ia^tures of tfre'prbte6feraik 
.which: our fovereigiLgives to the art^and to every 
fpecies of literature. After we had taken but leave> 
we drove round the woojl. to fe veral . other villas^ 

vol. i.  m in 
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jjx ^f|4a|i-tiie king occafionajly ref^jiesu They 
are ^li co^ruded i;i 4Mfe)<f.qt %tes vith great 
t^fie-uojd fcjegance. J$,i? »%je% is fond qf^cTi^r 
»te#ure, and draws tb£ pl^.for the buj^dipg** 
and even the defigns for;t,he interior decorations, 

Jn theeyeni^g wehftfl tlvp ple^fure of ^eeti^g 

\Jjjs m^e^y at his brother's, prince ^pni^toit^ 

who g^v^ us a n?oft elegant qrt£rt^i£*ne$1? #t ?, 

igardoi, fixated /np&r ^ yife and riotty omfr 

mented ^ritk ,tn$#ng&, 3Pte ta#? of the Fplifll 

^iU^fJfi^ftj ponfr#ul<?4 fey< w*?£ of ift^rigls ; 

% l£ #i$yi$*m<& proc#'£ Ifaf «i f*Qm njifotfe, tb&y 
ma}£e $f repxafe^tiQA of tlWtt % ait; la the 

prefenjt w&$m£, as tjtefl^.vgp »q quarries $£ ftone 

ijpatf 'Wvfs^Wi thepriac^ bflft fobftitnted.a com- 

-fftfitinniranesfly refe»t>li#g #Qne» tfc&tthe.'raaft 
wfettte titfm& caA fcftTcdiy difcQyer the dif- 
ference ;.^ .,-•-. 

WeaOTM^^tMgftiid^aJhout nine: it was. a 
4fiUgb*fol ewe»ing, fuGCS&Uftg One of the moft 
fakry days we ha<L Qxperitfnced ' this fumme& 
After walking about the grounds, we came to a 
grotto of artificial iTockV where a fpriog of water 
trickled down the fides, aitd fell into a bafon 
^ith a pleafing\ murmur* W& were fcarcely s£- 
fembkd in. this; deUght(W fpot, whpn the; king 
made hia appearance: we safe up to meet him; 
the ufuat compliments being pafled, we attended 
hfc majejLv about the grounds, and then returned 
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to the grotto, ranging ourfelves upon a bank to* 
vered with md(k The moon was now rifen, and 
added greatly to the beauty of the fcene. I hap* 
pened to be feated next to the king (for all Ce- 
remony was baniflied) who talked with me aft 
ufual, in Englifh, on the arts and fcience*, lite* 
raturc, knd hiftory. In the courfe of the con* 
verfatioti I ventured to inquire concerning th* 
poetry in thcJ Polifh language. His majefty faidy 
u We have fome lighter pieces of poetry, by nd 
means contemptible, and an indifferent epic 
poem ; but the work of chief poetical excel- 
lence in our tongue ir a fine tranllation of th* 
Gerufalemme Liber at a of Taffo, far fupcrio# to 
any traiiflations of that admirable poem in Gther 
languages ; fome Italians of tafte and judgment 
have efteemed it not much inferior to the original 
performance." I then turned the converfation to 
the hiftorkal produ&ions ; when the king in- 
formed me, that they had no good hiftory of 
their country in Polifh, which he deemed a 
national reflexion, though he flattered himfelf it 
would foon be removed, as a perfon of genius 
and erudition *, admirably calculated for the un- 
dertaking, 

* Narufzewicz, biihop of Smoleniko. In 1-765, he had already 
printed the ad, 3d; 4th, attd'jtf) volume*. He poftpofced printing 
hit firft volume, until he had received farther documents froia 
Rome j for thi# re&fon the work wan not then ptiblilhcdv The ft- 
cond volume begins with Mfciflaut \\ aftdth* 6ftb ehd* trith the 

Ma <**** 
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dertaking,*was employed in that work. Expref? 

i * 4 

fi#g my furprize at this circumftance, which is 
ahnfcft peculiar to Poland^ his majefty obfertfed, 4 
?l w£ i : h#ve feveral excellent hiltorians, but they^ 
hp,v$ all; written in JUttin, the knowledge of 
which keguage^' his majefty remarked, *' is ge- 
neral * ; the earlieft laws are drawn up in Latin 
until.the reign of Sigifmond Atiguftus, when they 
began to be compofed in the vernacular Ian-/ 
guage ; the old Pa&a Convent a are all in Latin.; 
thofe of Ladiflaus iv. being the firft that appeal- 
ed in^Pplifli.V . This iriterefting converfation was 
interrupted by L the p£in,ce, * who propofed a turn 
in the, gai'dan before fujjper: he l<*d the way, and 
the; cortipftny followed ; pacing through a fub- 
, terraneous ;pa$age, • long arid windings with here 
and there a fingle lamp, which fli^d a glimmer- 
ing light, .we came at length tp- a wooden 
-door, which f^emed the entrance of a hovel ; 
it opened, and difcpv£red a fuperb. rptuuda, 
with ?tn elegant dpine of the moft beautiful fym- 
metiy, illuminated with innumerable lamps; in 

death oF Ladiflaus Loketec, in 1333/ The fi**h> which was in the 
prefs, contains the reign of Cafimir the Great, and the feventh will 
comprife the interregnum which followed the death of Cafimir, the 
reign of Louis, and the fubfequent interregnum, to the ele&ion of 
iadiflaus Jaghetyon. 

\ * I had feveral opportunities of remarking the prevalence of the 
. I^n tongue in Poland * when I vifited the prifons I converged in 
• that language with a common foldier, who Hood guard at the en> 
tfanc»Hfec fpoke it with great fluency. 

' the 
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the circumference were four open recedes be- 
tween pillars of artificial marble*:" the receffes 
contained fophas, with paintings in fre/co^ re- 
presenting the triumphs of Bacchus, Sjlerius,. 
Love, and the vi&ory of the Emprefs of Riiflia 
over the Turfcs. While we were admiring* the 
beauty of the rotunda, our ears Were fuddenlyi 
regaled with a concert of ex quifite rnufic ' froln . 
an invifible band, and a magnificent. table was 
ipread with fuch expedition, as to refemble the- 
effects of enchantment. We fat down to fupper' 
with the king, the prince, and a chofen cohi- 
pany. Our fpirits were elevated by the beauty 
of the falopn, by the hofpitality of the prince, 
and by the affability of the king ; who; fo fare 
from being a conftraint to the fociety, greatly 
enlivened it t>y his vivacity, and feemed the foul 
of the party. I never pafied a mote agreeable 
evening'; the converfation was animated and ra-< 
tional ; while the fecial eafe, which diffiifed it- 
felf through every part of the company, realised 
this convivial pi&ure ; 

La Liberti convive aimable 
Metles deux coudes fur la table\. 

* Thefe pillars are of the fame composition an4 colour with 
thofe of the Pantheon in Oxford-Street. 
+ Vojtaire. 

m 3 Even 
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Even without the luftre of a crown, ^hieh is apt 
to dazzle our judgment, the king of Poland 
would be efteemed one of the moft agteleable and 
polite gentlemen in Europe ; he. has a furprizing 
fund of intercfting converfation, .and I never had 
the honour of accefs to his compaby without 
hieing both informed and delighted. J3i$ m^ 
jrfty did not retire until one o'clock, when the 
company feparated, and we returned to Wariaw, 
highly delighted with our evening's entertain* 
ment. 

I have had frequent occafion to mention tha 
elegance and luxury of the Poliih nobility, in 
their hpufes and villas ; in their decorations and 
furniture they feem to have happily blended the 
EngK/h and French modes; in, their entertain- 
ments they are exquifitely refined, and as they 
{pare, no expence, and have a good tafte, they 
generally fucceed in creating pleafure and fur- 
prize. We every day-experienced the agreeable 
dfe&s of their hoipitality and politenjefe ; but 
by none were we fo elegantly regaled as by the 
princefs Zartorifka in a jkte champitre^ of which 
I fhall attempt a defcription. 

Povonfki, the villa of prince Adam Zartorifki, 
is three miles from Warfaw in the midft of a fo- 
reft ; the fituation is almoft level, with here and 
there a gentle Hope, vhich produces an. agree* 
*■■. . " • • " . .: able* 
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abte variety. The grounds' are laid out in the : 
Englifh tafte, with a beautiful intetinixture of 
lawn and wood ; walks are tut through the 
wood, and carried along the banks of a lively 
ftreatn. 

The houfe, which (lands upon a gfrrtte rife, 
has the appearance of a cottage, conftru&ed like' 
1!hofe of the peafantg, with trunks of trees piled 
upon each other, and thatchM with ftraw : be- 1 
fide the principal building, there afe feparate cot- 
tages for the children and attendants, each with 
its inclofures and £ fm&ll garden; thi's gfoup of 
ftru6fcures bears the refeniblemce of a fcattered : 
tiamlet Other buildings; fuch as fummer. 
houfes, pavilions, ruftic fheds, and ruins, are 
c&fperfed through the grounds ; and the ftablest 
ire conftru&ed, in the form of a half-demolifhed 
amphitheatre. Several romantic bridges, rudely 
compofed of the trunks arid bent branches of 
tteefe, contribute to hfeighten the rufticity of the 
.ibenery. 

On our arrival ^e repaired to the principal coU 
tage, where the princefs w£s ready to receive us. 
We expe&ed the infide to be furnifhed in thefim-r 
pie ftyle of a peafant's hovel ; but were furprized 
to find every fpeeies of elegant magnificence 
which riches and' tafte could collect All the 
apartments artf decorated in the moft cbftly nian-«. 
$er ; but the fplendour of the bath-room is pe- 

m 4 % culiarly 
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ciriiarly ftrikmg; the fides are covered with, 
fmall fquare pieces of Drefden porcelain, orna- 
mented with an elegant fprig ; and the border 
and cieling are painted in beautiful feftoons. 
The expence of fitting up this apartment muft 
have been prodigious; as each piece of china 
coft at Drefden three ducats*. Having fur- 
veyed all the apartments, we proceeded, to an 
inciofure near the houfe, furrounded with large 
blocks of granite and fallen trees placed in the 
moft natural and pi&urefque manner; here we 
drank tea upon the lawn. From thence we re- 
paired to the cottages inhabited by the children, 
Vhich are fitted up in different ftyles, 'but with 
'equal elegance. 

After walking round the grounds, the company 
adjourned to a Turkifh tent of rich and curious 
workmanfhip, pitched in a retired field near the 
ruined amphitheatre. This tent belonged to the. 
grand- vizier, and was taken during the late war 
between the Ruffians and the Turks: within was 
a fettee, and a carpet fpread upon the. ground. 
Here we remained ,• con verfmg until duik, when 
the princefs propofed • returning; ftie led us 
through the houfe to a fmall fpot of rifing ground, 
where we were fuddenly ftruck with a moft beau : . 
tiful illumination. A ruftic bridge, of 3 fingle 
arch, thrown over a broad piece of water, was 

« • About il. 7s. 6d. 
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ihidded with feveral thoufand lamps of different 
colours; the refle&ion was fo flrong as to deceive 
the eye, and gave it the appearance of a bril-. 
liant % circle ftdpended in the air. While we 
flopped to admire this delightful fcene, a band 
of mufic (truck up at a little diftance, and 
anaufed us with an excellent concert We were, 
led from thia enchanting fpot, acrofs the illu- 
minated bridge, to a thatched pavilion, % open at 
the fides, and fupported by pillars ornamented 
with feftoons of flowers : we found within a cold 
collation, and fat down to a table covered with 
all kinds of delicacies, with the moft coftly 
wines, and almoft every fpecies of fruit which 
art or nature could fumifh. The evening was 
delightful, the fcenery pi&urefque, the fare de- 
licious ; the company in good fpirits ; ' for who 
could be otherwife, when every circumftance, 
which the tafte aijd ingenuity of our fair hoftefe 
could invent, confpirpd to heighten the enter- 
tainment? 

The collation being ended, wc rofe from table, 
which I concluded to . be the clofe of the enter- 
tainment, but wa$ agreeably difappointed : the 
gardens were fuddenly illuminated ; we ranged , 
about as fancy diftated, and wfcre gratified with - 
the found of wind inftrumente indifferent parts ; 
of the grounds. We repaffed the bridge, and t 
jetpmed into the cottage, when the two eldeft 

daughters. 
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daughters of the princefs, habited in Grecian 
<$refies of elegant fimplieity, performed a Foliffr 
and Coflac dancQ ; the former ferious arid grace-* 
fill', the latter comic and lively. The eldeft fon, 
a boy eight years of age* next performed a 
hornpipe with great agility, and afterwards < ? 
dance in the ftyle of th« Pelkh peafairtfr #ith 
mwh humour. It was now paft two in the morn- 
ing ; hut as there muft be an end of all fubkmafy 4 
joys; we took our leave, expreffing our thanks 
aftct gratitude in language inadequate to our feel- 
ifcgS;! Imagination can fcarcely form a fite 
chmnpitre fb elegant, and I am perfuaded it will 
IcwRHn fall to the lot of the fame perfon to par-* 
take of lucfra pleafing entertainment twice iit 
bis life. . ^ 

The 1 day before our departure we dined with 
thcBiftop of Plotfko, the king's brother, at hiar 
palace of Jablbnifka; fituated eight miles from 1 
Waffaw, near the Banks of the'Viftula, con- 
ftru6led after the defign, and* at theexpence, of 
the king. One of the apartments, called the 
Turkifti faloon, is remarkable for its elegance 
aftd> Angularity ; it is in the Oriental tafte, of an 
oblong fliape r very lofty, with a fountain in the 
middle, (Unfunded with a parterre of tfowers ; 
between* the parterre and fides of the room are 
ranges of Turkiih fophas. The variegated tints 
and 1 rich fragrance of the flowers^ joined to thr 
# tranf* 
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tranfparency and murmurs of the fountain, pro- 
duce a moil pleafing cffeft ; and, together with 
the coolnefs of the apartment, render it a deli* 
cious retreat from the heats of fummer. 

In the evening- we accompanied prince-Stanif- 
laus to his majefty's villa, well affured of pafling 
an interefting evening ; but it was now embit- 
tered with the reflexion that this was the laft 
time of our admiffion to the company of this 
amiable monarch. In the following converfr- 
tion I had an additional proof of his humanity 
and coridefcenfion : " You have been to the pri- 
fons*, and I am afraid you found them in a 
wretched condition." To have mentioned all 
their abufes, when I knew that his majefty could 
not correct them, would only have been an in- 
fult. I endeavoured therefore to palliate my an- 
fwer, by remarking, what is but too true, that 
in fqveral inftances they were not fo ill regulated 
as in England. " I am furprized," returned the 
king, " that a nation, which juftly piques itfelf 
for humanity, fliould be deficient in fo effentiai 
an article of police." I then ventured, with as 
much, delicacy as poflible, to point out a mate- 
rial abufe in the prifons of Warfaw, which might 
probably be in his majefty *s power to alleviate at ' 
leaft> if not to remedy. The circumftance al- 
luded -to was, that there is no feparate room for 

% * See the latter part o£ Chap* 5* 

* the 
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the accommodation of fick prifoners ; at the 

« . 

feme time I apologized for this inftance of pre— 
fumptioiij which nothing but comp^iffipn for the 
unfortunate could extort frdm me. " He who 
pleads ,the caufe of the unhappy," replied the 
king, " }s always liftened to with ple^fure;" an 
expreffion I fhall never forget, and which con- 
vinced me, by the pathetic manner in which it 
was uttered, that it was the real fentiment of his 
heart. , The turn of the converfation led the king 
to enlarge upon the code of laws preparing for 
the infpe&ionof the approaching diet ; when he 
expatiated, with peculiar fatisfadtiqn, upon fome 
beneficial regulations calculated to prompte the. 
impartial adminiftration of Juftice. " Happy 
Englishmen!" exclaimed the king, "yourhoufe 
is raifed, and mine is yet to build." 

After fupper, which palled no lefs agreeably 
than the preceding, entertainments, we were pre* 
fented to take leave ; ,the king condefcended to 
inquire the route we intended to take, and to* 
point out objefts \vorfhy of obfervation. " Your 
majefty," I ventured to obfervej " has omitted 
the manufactures which vou have eftablifhed' at 
Grodno*." " An Engliihman," replied the king, 
" after having feen the manufa&ures of his own 
country, will iind little deferring his curiofity 
i^x any oilier, and particularly in this kingdom, 

* See Chap.. & article Grodno. 

where 
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where there is a fettled averfion to commerce. 
The eftabliihment at Grodno is but a beginning : 
I cqnfider it only as a pledge of my future in- 
tentions.' * I then mentioned the new regula- 
tions in theuniverfity of Vilna, and the foundation 
of a phyfiogarden at G rodno. " You are deceiv- 
ed fry the fimilarity of names. An Englifh uni- 
verfity is as much Superior to foreign feminaries, 
as your nation excels all others in the cultiva- 
tion of literature, and the encouragement of ge«* 
nius and abilities. The academy at Vilna is more 
the image of what it was, and of what it ought 
to be, than an bbje6i of a traveller's curiofity." 
He then gracioufly exprefled his regret at our 
departing fo foon from Warfaw, and, wifliing us 
a good journey, retired. 

I fhall not, I flatter myfelf, appear too minute 
in relating thefe circumftances ; the familiar in- 
cidents of domeftic life place the chara&er of a 
foverign in a truer point of view than the fplen- 
did occurrences of public grandeur, where the 
real difpofition is often difguifed by form, or fa- 

 

crificed to policy. 

Such were the remarks which I made at War- 
faw in 1779 ; a fecond vifit to the fame capital, 
in 1785, furhifhed me with little additional mat- 
ter. ; . 

' May £9, 1785. About feventy miles from, 
Konigfberg, quitting the Black Eagle of Pruffia, 

we 
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we recognifed the White Eagle of Poland, and* 
paffing through feveral miferable villages, reach- 
ed, on the evening of the 3ift, Warfaw, without 
meeting with a fingle objeft worthy of attention, 
or a fingle adventure worthy of notice; ... * 

Having before defcribed our prefentation at 
court, and reception from Staniflaus Augufttis, 
I fhall not again repeat fimilar marks of conde* 
fcendence and benignity with which I was ho- 
noured by that, amiable, foyereign, nor the hos- 
pitable manner in which I was again received by 
the Polifh nobility. 

The reader wiU recolte6t that, in my firft vifit 
to Warfaw, I defcribed Poland as ahnoft a Ruffian 
province,- governed by the embaffador * of Ca 
tharine the Second. 

In 



• The influence of tbe king of Poland was fo inconsiderable, that 
on the vacancy of every office, even in the king's houfehold, ap- 
plications were made to the Ruffian embaffador. In communicar- 
4fcg this infbrmatioiv, count Stackelberg added, ** Even on the death 
of a page, the other day, I was teazed with applications/* 

Another anecdote, communicated from the fame authority, 
ftill furtlier difplays the great influence of Ruffia in Poland, 
Mid the extreme dependence of the king. Stackelberg received 
Order* from the emprefc, to aflift the king, in obtaining from 
the diet, a Aim for the payment of his debts, which amount- 
ed to 10,000,000 florins j but not openly, unlefs it was abfblutely 
neceflary. The king propofed demanding this Aim;. but on found- 
ing the inclinations of the leading members, deemed it prudent to 
require only 7,000,000. He met, however, with fuch oppofitioa, 
as induced him to inform the Ruffian embaflador, that he relin- 

quiffied 



.* ' 



C. $. - WARSAW. 17$ 

In thefeco&d tour, I foanAthe vhole king- 
dam in the fame ftate of fubje&ion to Ruffia: as 
in my. firft expedition, and fatally announcing, 

by 

a^fted a&hope* of fqcce6, and would net propote if. Early the 
next morning* the king's friends wrote to the embaflador that fc* 
njajqfty waa in deep dejection, and requeued him to promife the 
king Ua influence at the next diet j with which he complied* and 
itecssded by a pubik application* 

Oft this occa/ion I cannot omit adding an interefting anecdote 
which delicacy prevented me from difdofing during the Uvea of 
the perfcHM to whom it relates, as it dtfplays the extreme fenfibiluy 
e€ the king, and the reflxaint under whfch he laboured, in the pre- 
fence of the Ruffian embaiTador. . 

The king-having condefcended to (hew us hiss villa-, as he was 
eondto&ing us through the upper fuite of apartments, in company 
wijth count Stackelberg, I noticed a book on the library tabte, 
which contained the principal documents on the partition of Por 
land *• Expreffing my curiofityto examine a publication on that 
interefting event, and addref&ng myfelf to his majeity in Englifo, 
the fcing interrupted me by placing his finger on his iips, as an inr 
dicaUon of filence, and pafled into another apartment* At the 
conclufion of flipper, one of his majefty's officers conducted me tw 
the door of the library* On entering* I found the king alone, ftancV 
iQg by the fide of the table. * t obferved," he faid, pointing to 
>fee book, " that yott.teftilied great coriority to examine this work* 
The abrupt manner in which I interrupted your inquiries, might 
perhaps appear, rude $ but I was unwilling to converie*on the fub- 
je4t before the Ruffian emba^ador. He then, in an afiefting ton* 
of v&ice, andan animated grain of eloquence, adverted to the me* 
aacesof the Pruflian, Auftrian, and Ruffian courts. 
. «« If I. had. time* he iaid, to expatiate on the fecret biftnry. of that 
eventful period, and could defcribe the menaces of the Ruffian em* 

' * Re^ucU des <t£dar»tipat» notes etfaits. priadputx, quS oat ptec&e ct 
accoropagne la DJctc Confederce depub lc i% Septsmbrt I??* jrfru'a 14M* 
1773^ 4t»4 

baifador 
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by a total dependance on a foreign power, its fad 
defeline from its former preponderance in the 
North, and the wretched conftitution by which 
it is v governed. 

bafiador, the perioral mortifications which I endured, and the cer- 
tainty of involving my family in ruyi, had I refilled my fignature, 
it would perhaps extenuate my apparent want of firmneis, which 
has been! fo much calumniated. This book contains the principal 
documents relative to that unfortunate tranfa&ion, and is the only 
judication of my conduct. You will find therein the declarations 
of the minifters of the three powers, the anfwefs of the Poliih mini- 

. Hers, and the four fpeeches which I addreiTed to the diet, in which you 
will perceive that I did no^conceal my fentiments, and that I openly 
teftified my repugnance to the aft of difmemberment." He then re- 
capitulated the heads of his celebrated fpeech on the 10th of May. 
He dwelt with peculiar emphafis on that part, where he appealed to 
the nation at' large, if h4 had ever broken a (ingle article of the 
-Facia Conventa. " I demand of you, with the confidence of the 
prophet, my people, what have I done? Behold here I am, witnefs 
agaihft me. Whofe ox have I taken, or whom have I defrauded j 
whom have I oppreffed, or of whofe hand have I received any bribe 
to blind mine eyes, and Twill reftor* it to you." " Here,*! he added, 

f ** I fat down, and had I been guilty of oppreflicm or fraud, doubtlefs 
numbers would have accufed me 5 for I was without fupport, and 
almoft without a fingle friend to fp'eak in my favour. A dead &- 
lence for more than ten minutes enfuedt I then rofe again, and- 
concluded my juftification." 

During this fcene, the violence of his emotions almoft ftifled his 
.voice, .and tears ftreamed down his cheeks ; haftily taking up the 
book, he put it into my hands, adding, " this- is my only apology, 
read it, and juHge of my conduct 5 and I am happy in prefenting 
it to an Englifhman whom I efteera." He then bowed, and I *e" 
tired. 

The Impteflion of this affecting frene will never be erafed from my 
memory, and I keep this work as a relic of this amiable and unfor- 
tunate monarch. 

. - . f • Although 
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Although it is foreign to triy purpose to no-» 
t ice ariv changes which took place in Poland fince 
niy departure, in May 1785, yet I cannot avoid 
1-eiiiarking, that in l? 89 arid 1790, the emprefs 
of ftuffia loftheV' influence, withdrew her troops, 
unci recalled lief gmbafradof ; and the natives 
inade Jbme efforts 'to increafe and difcipline their 
army, and raife thcitf conference in the COnfi- 
deration of Europe. 

The permanent council was.abolifhcd, and fe- 
Veraf alterations introduced into the form of go- 
vernment, .tending "to emancipate the country 
from, the influence 6f Riittii, and to reftore it to 
ltfelf, if it is pb'flibtfe to reftore a country, m 
which fa&ion and anafchy ate the chara&eiiftic 
features. 

But as long as the monarchy continues elefti ve # , 
&s long as the nobles and gentry alone enjoy the 
right of poffefling land, and as long as the peafants 
areflaves, all alterations in the form of government 
tnuft be merely nominal, and its eflence muflrftill 
continue the fame. The king mud always be a 
puppet in thehands of his mod powerful neigh- 

* The reader will recollelt, that thefe remarks were made when 
Poland was an tUftwt monarchy; what efie£t the late furpriiing 
revolution, in 1 J91, which, if permanent, has introduced an btrtdt- 
taty monarchy, may have on this hitherto convul&d kingdom, is 
an inquiry 'foreign from the prefent work. 

Vol; I. * r b^uiv 
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bour, and the nobles, in whom are veiled the fu- 
preme authority; turbulent, and above controul, 
except awed by fome foreign power. 
. In fadfc, Poland has no nerve or vigour of its 
own, but receives, impulfe from one of the fut- 
rounding powers. * By the chapge of northern 
politics, the kijig of Pruffia, in alliance with 
Great Britain and. Holland, hasfucceeded to, the 
influence before pofieffed by Catharine the S'e- 
cond, and , directs the republic, almoft with the 
fame unbounded fway. But the fate of Poland* 
like that of its yaffal the duke of Courland, ixxuA 
ultimately depend on th^ event of the patent 
war. betweQp Ruffia and the Turks, and' 'on the 
jfyial tendency of the negotiations, either to ei> 
Jarge. or to cpnfine the preponderance of Rufiut 
.in the fcale of the North. r 



• *i\. 



* -■' - ' ' ' ; ..\ , • ( < Ni- r • <f 



;;» -ii 



' • • . I 



r .- 



'J 



I 1 

i 



* »• .' 



Addition 



• # 



fc. 5v R fc M A ~R'& J t)K *> O LAN D. 1 79 

Adtlitwn-^-JvxE i, i80l. 

Since tfrefe refltftions were_ made, Poland is 
no more ! The abolition of ajn elective monarchy, 
&nd the formation of a new conftitutbn on the 
bafis of hereditary foverei<nitv> which ^avc fan- 
guine hopes of Emancipation from foreign in- 
fluence, were but of temporary duration. At 
this crifis, Great Britain, who had promoted the 
emancipation of Poland, having fufpehded her 
hoftile preparations againft Ruffia,and Auftria be- 
ing embarrafled in a conteft with France, .Poland 
was left to her fate. The emprefs having di&at- 
ed |>eac'e to the Turks, lured the king of Pruffia 
with the dffer of Dantzlck and Thorn^ which the 
Poles had refufed to cede, as the price of his* 
guaranty of the new conftitution. Poland was 
accordingly inundated %vith Ptufiian and Pruffian 
troops, compelled to refume her ancient confti- 
tution, and fubmit to a new difmemberment, 
which ttfok place in the beginning of 1793, and 
deprived her of half her remaining population 
and revenue. 

'"'"In this'ftate of imbecility, without an army, 
without revenue, and without union, a fmall but 
detper^te band of roles, headed by Kofciufko, 
made a convulfive effort to regain the inde- 
j>endence of their country. But after a fhort 

dawn of fiiccefs, which increafed their numbers 

• •» 

without increafing their union, this undilciplined 

K £ body 
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body was overpowered by the Ruffian and Pruffiatv 
forces, the king compelled to abdicate, and the 
whole country incorporated in the dominions of 
Ruflia, Pruflia, &nd Auftria. 

The hiftory of thefe tranfaftions is too recent 

9 

to need recapitulation ; but the reader will pro- 
bably be interefted in the fate of the amiable mo- 
narch, whofe life formed a feries of the moil ex- 
traordinary and calamitous events. 

After his abdication, Staniflaus refided at 
Grodno, a kind of ftate prifoner. His debts, 
which were very confiderable, were discharged, 
and he enjoyed an annual revenue of 200,000 du* 
cats. On expreffing his averfion to refide in hi* 
former kingdom in a fiate of vafialage, the em- 
prefs offered him a palace at Mofcow ; but he 
requcfted permiflion to retire to Rome, where 
many abdicated fovereign^ had found an afy lum* 
and where his love for the fine arts might con- 
tribute to foothe his regret for his loft authority. 
Permiflion being granted, he was preparing for 

* * * * * 

his departure, when the invafion of Italy by ih$ 
French compelled Jum to relinquifh his fa- 
rourite objeft. He then Retired to transfer thq 
placeof his retreat to- Mi ttau, and the death of 
the emprefs intervening, renewed his application 
to Paul. The emperor returned an .anfwer ^vith 
his owti hand, and invited nim to Peterfburgh^ 
an invitation which the abdicated fovereign con- 

" ' * Tidercd 
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iidered as a mandate, and could not venture to 
djfobey *. 

Staniflaus arrived at Petersburg early in 1 797/ 
and according to the appointment of the fove- 
reign, fixed his refidence in the marble palace on 
the banks of the Neva. 

During the firft winter he was treated with 
refpe&and attention by the emperpr and the 
court. His amiable difpofition led him to lliare 
frequently, and with apparent fatisfaftion, the 
fplendM amufements which the Ruffian nobles 
readily prepared for fo diftgiguifhed a ftranger. 
He vifited on familiar terms the pricipal nobility, 
and the attendance of two pages in the antj* 
chamber, alone recalled to recolle6lion his fallen 
dignity ; but from the moment he entered the 
room, he was only diftinguifhed as the moft ami- 
able man in the fociety. His fondnefs for thea- 
trical amufements followed ,him in his retreat ; 
he feepied to derive much pleafure from the pri- 
vate reprefentations given by the nobles, and 
even fitted up a fmall theatre in the marble pa» 
lace. 

» 

• He might have (aid, with the depofed Richard, in the word* 
of his favourite Shakefpear : 

" Alack 1 why am I fent for to a king, 
Before I have fnook off the regal thoughts 
Wherewith I reign'd r I hardly yet have learn'd 
To infinuate, flatter, bow, .and bend my knee } 
Give forrow leave a while to tutor me 
To this fabmiffion." 

^3 His 
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His tafte for the fine arts formed another fource 
of amufement, and he was permitted tQ affemble 
the few fpecimens which were fave4 from thf get 
neral wreck. Several of thefe were accepted by 
the empferoi as prefehts ; fome were diftributed 
in various paits of the palace, and two ftatues of 
exquifite workmanfhip,wer6 placed in the fplen- 
did hall of St. G*eorge, and acknowledged as the 
gift of Staniflaus, while accepting the hofpita* 
litvof Paul the. firft.  : ■> " 

In the morning it was his ufual cuftom, if the 
Weather and his hellth permitted, to take tha 
exercife of riding. pHe mounted a ftnall hut fa-s 
vourite horfe, which he had poffeffed many years, 
and often mentioned with great affeflion, as 
having carried him in the moft critical moments 
of his life. On thefe occafions, he was attended 
by his aide de ea;r»p, maiter of the horfe, pages, 
and a numerous fuite, and received from the po- 
pulace of St, Peter/burgh the, '{aipe ;honours as 
•\vere paid to the Imperial family. But he fub-. 
nutted to this ceremony rather in conformity to 
the wiihes of the emperor, than from any fatis- 
fafiion he himfelf derived froqi fuch a. mockery 
of royal retinue. 

During the fummer, the ejnperor allotted for 
his residence the palace of Camminioftroflf, which 
he had" himfelf occafionaUy... inhabited whilft 
Grand Duke, and which was only diftant three 

.-'■'" mile$ 
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miles from the capital. From this pkee he paid 
vifits to the neighbouring nobility, attended the 
court at Gatchina, and frequented the annual 
galas at the Imperial palace of Peterhoff. 

The king's family confifted of his fifter, widow 
^f John Zamoiiki, waivode of Podolia, her daugh- 
ter, arid her fon-in-Iaw M , Minifhec, who wa# 
marihal of the court) his natural fon, M, Chi- 
hotfky, who was his aide de catap, a French ec«* 
elefiaftic, and two chamberlains. Thefe, with 
perhaps two or three perfons nominally holding 
offices in his eftablifhment, were' admitted to 
his table. The other attendants had grown 
old round his perfon, and ferved with unihaken 
fidelity amidft all his affli&jons. Among thefe 
was a native Pole, who retained the natioxjal ha* 
bit Although deaf and dumb, he was much 
employed by the king. From long experience 
jn his royal mailer's habits of life, and from a de* 
gree of intelligence, not unmfual in thofe deprive 
ed of the ordinary fources of knowledge, he was 
extremely ufeful by receiving orders which no 
indifferent perfon could comprehend, and thus 
relieved the king from the officious offers of polite* 
nefs, to which he would otherwife have been ex* 
p&fed. His kindnefs to this dumb attendant, and 
the iatis£a£tion he exprefled in relieving his com« 
pany from frequent aifiduities, gave a ftrong 
J>roqf of his benevolence aijd, politenefe. 

- tf V According 
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According to the cuftpm of the country the 
king dined at three ; he occafionally gave enter* 
tainments to numerous gueils, but ufually admits 
ted to his table a few perfoms whom hehonoure4 
with familiar intercourfe ) and on thefe occa- 
fions his fociety was truly engaging, from his 
unceafing affability and flow of eonveriation. 

The company, as ufual on the continent, re- 
tired immediately after dinner. The king 
tjieii v^nt to his cabinet, and remained till pne 
of his cliamberlains announced the arrival of the 
more formal vifitors, when he again returned to 
the drawing room. A circle was immediately 
formed, no one attempted to fit, the king fuc-s 
ceffively addreffed the company, and on this oc-? 
1 cafion alone preferved fome remains of the ftate 
and etiquette of royalty. At the conclufion of 
this ceremony the king, if he had no parti- 
cular engagement, retired again to his cabinet, 
and in the evening admitted his familiar vi? 
fitors, and occaficmally entertained them with' 
concerts of mufic, of which he was extreme- 
ly fond. Thefe hours of relaxation were partir 
cularly interefting to thofe who had the honour 
of enjoying his intimate fociety, as his conr 
verfation was more unreferved, and rendered 
highly impreflive by his benevolence, refined 
tafte, and the reflexions derived from the various 
incidents of his chequered life. 

"' ' Hi* 
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His attachment to England continued utidi- 
miniihed ; he was particularly inquifitive on our" * 
domeftic ftate, and appeared anxious to afcertain 
the p radical application of thofe principles of 
Qur conftitution, which he had colie&ed from 
reading. He always mentioned with great af* 
feftion the univerfity of Oxford, and exprefiecL 
extreme fatisfa&ion at the honourable manner in 
which a degree was conferred on him. 

He was particularly ftruck with examining * 
copy of the ftatutes, which were fliewn him by an 
Englifh gentleman. " I felt at firft furprifed/'iaid 
he, u to find that a learned fociety, like the univer* 
fity of Oxford, ihould retain fuch obfolete ita-» 
tiites as their body of laws. But it is with this 
as with your conftitution ; though much obfo- 
lete matter exifts, the practical operation is for 
the general good. Nothing feems to mark the 
diffufion of common fenfe throughout your 
.country, more than this circumftance, that you 
can conftitutionally bend to every event, and 
that while your laws appear to a foreigner a mafs 
of confufion, he fees order in effeft arifing out 
of it." In the courfe of the converfation, he 
obferved, " Your laws promife little to the eye 
of a foreigner, on paper ; but aftonifh him by 
their effefh I think you and I know a country 
where the laws are very prettily written* ; but the 

• Probably alluding to the codes of Frederick the Second, and 
{Catherine the Sef ond. 

"*._,' ~»fubje& 



fubjeft is little benefited by them, when brought 
into execution." 

He ftudioufly avoided all allufion to his regal 
ftation, and to the incidents of his unfortu- 
nate reign ; and when by accident the recollect 
tion of former events was forced upon his mind, 
he betrayed fuch ftrong emotions of fenfibility 
tod regret, that it became a duty in his vifiton 
to change the fubjeft of difcourfe. 

He was ftill more affe&ed with the attachment 
tof the Poles, who on entering the room, at his 
private entertainments, feized his hand and killed 
it with enthufiaftic affe&ion. It is impoffible to 
conceive the painful emotions which the abdi- 
cated fovereign betrayed onth^fe occafions. 

Such was the general outline of the king's pri- 
vate life, during his refidentie at St. Peterfburgb. 
But his fituation was greatly embittered by the 
ftate of his finances, and the capricious CQnduft 
of Paul 

Although his annual penfion of 900,000 ducats 
\ms punftually discharged ; yetJhe fuffered much 
embarraffment from the repeated claims of thpfe 
-who had fupplied him with money in his diftrefs, 
or of thofe whofe faithful fervices and fufferings, 
on his account, entitled them to his afliftance, 
or indemnification, Almqft every poft brought 
letters from his Polifh adherents, urging de* 
'panels which he was unable to gratify. 

The 



I 

i C: S.' STANISLAUS-. AUGUSTUS. ' 187 

I The fallen fovereign experienced numerqus in- 

fiances of humiliation from the capricious fove- 
| , rfignof Ruflia, which- greatly jiiFe&ed a perfou 
of his extreme fenfibility. At firft the emperor 
loaded him with marks of refpc6l and attention ; 
but the effect of his arrival had no fooner fub-^ 
fided, than the unfortunate monarch was fub* 
je6ted to repeated mortifications ; and although 
human nature recoils at the idea, forced into 
public for the purpofe of being infulted. He 
was often feen at court, where his conftapt at«- 
tendance was expe&ed, remaining for hours un* 
noticed by "the fovereign, fep&rated by his rank 
IVom the foreign minifters, every heart bleeding 
for his fituation, and no one daring to approach 
him. '* 

He was dragged to witnefs the humiliating 
fpe&acle of the emperos's coronation at.Mof- 
cow; and compelled to hear the recital \>f the 
&ft, * by which part of his kingdom was incorpo- 
rated with the Ruffian empire. At this eeremo-* 
ny, oppreffed by fatigue and agitation of fpirit^ 
he ventured to lean againft his feat ; but the 
emperor fufpended the recital; and fent his aide 
de camp to order him to rife. :; 

During the laft year of his life, the diipleafurc 
of Paul fell on all thofe who ventured tp'fcrm 
part qf Ijis fociety ; he wa* accordingly dejferted 
, by the Ktiflians, and fcarcety ?tf*y ; bttt foreigners, 

and 



168 TRAVELS IK JOtAKD, B. 4. 

and a few of his own fubje6fcs, frequented the pa- 
lace. Their company feemed to revive his fpirits, 
and he confidered every vifit not as a mark of 
attention, but of affe&ion. 

He appeared in public to bear this harfh treat* 
ment with magnanimity and compofure ; but in: 
private, fuffered .agonies of mind which furpafs 
defcription. His reft was difturbed, he was 
heard to groan moil bitterly, burft frequently 
into tears, and utter ejaculations to Heaven, 
which petrified with horror thofe who flept in 
the adjoining apartments. 
. For a few days before his death, the king re* 
covered his fpirits, and entered, with apparent 
fatisfaftion, into the relaxations and amufemente 
of his little circle. JThe evening which preceded 
his difiblution, he was unufually compofed and 
' cheerful, and arranged a mufical party for the 
iubfcquent afternoon. The next morning he 
xofe at his ufual hour, drank coffee, and retired 
to his clofet, where he was feized with an apo- 
ple6tie fit, and lay fome time before he was dis- 
covered. All medical affiftance was ineffe&ual, 
he retained only a few fymptoms of animation, 
and uttered fome incoherent words in the French 
language, which were interpreted by thofe who 
were preifent, as an effort to call for his confeffor. 
The prieft being fumjnoned, read a few prayers, 
in yhich the king appeared to join with fervour, 

tiU 
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till he relapfed into ftupor, and foon expired. 
This eVent, which terminated the feries of Polifh 
fovereigns, happened on the i2th of February, 

1798. 

The next day the body was embalmed, and 
after lying in fiate, was interred in the catholic 
church, with royal and military honours. On 
this occafion Paul in perfon commanded the 
guards who attended the funeral ; he waited on 
horfeback at the gate of the marble palace, and 
on the approach of the coftjui uncovered himfdf, 
and faluted as it pafled. At the folemijization 
pf the funeral, mafs was performed with: great 
ceremony, accompanied with a favourite piece 
of mufic, compofed at the king's defire by.Kof- 
lovfky, which had never been heard in public. , ; 

The family of the king retired from Peterf- 
burgh, and his attendants .were either taken into 
the emperor's fervice, or received fraall penfions 
for the remainder of their lives. His efFe&s were 
fold by public au6tion, and even his robes were 
not exempted from this humiliating inflance of 
fallen grandeur. It ought to be recorded, to the 
honour of the Ruffians, that they teftified their 
refpeft, by bidding largely for tokens of his me- 
mory; and that his favourite little horfe was fold 
for a confiderable fum. 
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Itefcfiption of the palace of Villanow.— *AecOtmt of John Sdbiefku 
. Circumi^anccs of his death. — Intrigues of his queen. — Pivifion 
and cabals of his family.*— ^Fortunes of his children.-— Extin&ioa 
of his name. — Genealogical table of his defendants. 

» * - ' - r -1 

AUGUST % 1779. Werpaffed the day af 
Villanow, where we dined with prince Zaf-* 
torifki, 'uiicle to the king. He' is a venerable old 
tnan, njear fourfcore, and lives in the true ftyte 
of ancient hbfpitality : he is conftantly attended 
by his own guards, which I mention, not as be' 
ing peculiar to him, who enjoys the firft office* 
of the republic, but becaufe it leads me to re- 
mark, that every ' Polifli nobleman may have as 
ttiariy guards ad he can afford to maintain. TI16 
prince' keeps an 6pen table, at which there are 
feldom lefs then twenty or thirty covers* His 
annual revenues amount to near£. 100,000, and 
his ftyie of living cdrrefponds to this great in- 
come. * * \ 

: * Villanow was built by John Sobiefki the con* 
queror of the Turks and deliverer of Vienna ; 
and \ras the f .voirriterefidence of that great mo- 
narch, where he moftlv lived when not in. arms, 
x and where he clofed his days. The palace, being 
fold after his death, came by marriage into the 
£ family 
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family of Zar£orifki, and was lent to Auguftus II. 
who considerably enlarged it The outlide is or- 
namented with baffo relievos, reprefenting the 
principal vi&ories of John Sobiefki, which were 
probably added by Auguftus^ for Sobiefki was 
too modeft awl unaffuming to eretl monuntents 
<©f liis own glory, 

The sera <}f John Sobiefki, fplendid in itfelfj 
appears more luminous, \V;hen contrafted with 
the darknefs which preceded and followed. The 
leigns of hk predecetfor and fiicceffgr were com* 
vulfed with internal commotions:; but thefpiritof 
difcord and anarchy, was laid by his tranfeerident 
genius. . Under his aufpifces Poland revived from 
the calamities which had long oppreffed her, and 
regained her ancient fplendour ;iuch is thep0&» 
erful afcendancy of a great and fuperior mind. 
His military talents require, jio other teftimony 
than the victory of Chotzim,.. the recovery of the 
Ukraine, repeated defeats ftf the Tories and Tai;- 
tars, and the delivery of Vienna: while an eiaot 
infightintothe laws and QwfUtution of his comv 
try, a manly and * perfuaftve eloquence, a love 
and proteftionVof literature; an accurate know- 
ledge of foreign languages, and an unceafing 
habit of affability, moderation, and temperance, 
render him n6 lefs an bbject of admiration in his 
. civil capacity *. ' But the monarch, who' coulcl 

• Biflxop South, in hi* account- of Poland, tlm* defcribes JoHh 
^ « !\; Sobielki: 
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alfyy the ferments of public fa&ion, could not 
fupprefs the domeftic diffenfions of his own fa- 
mily, and the fame great prince, who kept & 
turbulent people in awe, and chaftifed the raoft 
formidable enemies, was himfelf under the-coit- 
troul of his confort, a French lady *, of exquifite 
beauty and elegant manners, but of reftlcfs in- 
trigue, infatiable avarice, and inordinate ambi- 
tion. This unprincipled woman fomented a fpi« 
lit of difunion and jealoufy among her children, 
and loaded her eldeft fon with every fpecies of 
indignity. She formed and fupported an admini*- 
ftration called, by way of derifion, the Jewift 
junto, and introduced into the royal houfhold a 
harrow parfimony unbecoming the dignity of a 
powerful fovereign : in a word, by a feries of 

* 

.Sobiefki: " The king is a very well-fpoken prince, very eafy ofac- 
cefs, and extreme civil, having moft of the qualities requifite to 
form a complete gentleman. He is not only well verfed in all mi- 
litary affairs^ but likewtfe, through the means of a French educa- 
tion, very opulently ftored with all polite and fcholaftical learning, 
BeJTdes his own tongue, the Sclavonian, he understands the Latirt, 
"French, Italian, German, and Turkifli languages : He delight* 
-much in natural hiftory, and; in all the parts of phyfic. He * 
wont to reprimand the clergy for not admitting the modern philo- 
fophy, fuch as Le Grand's and Cartefius's, Into the univerfitie* 
and fchools.** South's tofthumous Works, p. 14.. 

* Marie' de la Grange, daughter of Henry de la Grange captain 
of .the guards to Philip duke of Orleans, and of Frances de la 
"Chartre, was maid of honour to Louifa queen of Ladiflaus IV. She 
firft married Radzivil prince of^athofkij and within a month after 
Jits deceafe fecretly efpoufed John Sobielki, to whom me brought 
jp dower a large portion and the favour of his fovereign* 

Qffenfivc 
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oflenfive and wicked meafures, ihe alienated from 
her huiband the affe&ion of his fjubje&s, and ren- 
dered the clofe of his reign as odious, as the pre- 
ceding part had been popular and glorious. 

The decline of Sobiefki's life was clouded with 
affli&ion. He felt himfelf a prey to a lingering 
difeafe * ; yet, inftead of deriving comfort from 
his neareft conne&ions, he experienced an ag- 
gravation of diftrefs from the unnatural conte&L 
of his children, and the intriguing fpirit of his 
queen. The decay of his authority, and the in- 
decent cabals for the choice of his fucceffor, af- 
fe&ed a perfon of his extreme fenfibility/ and 
his fubje&s, inftead of lamenting, feemed eagerly 
to anticipate his diflblution. Yet, in this deplo- 
rable ftate, the king's equanimity, founded, on 
religion and philofophy, did not forfake him, 
and he retained, even upon his death-bed, that 
mixture of ferioufnefs and gaiety, ftrength of 
reafoning and quicknefs of repartee, which fo 
ftrongly marked his chara&er. Zalufki, bifliop 
df Plotfko," who was prefent when he expired, 
has tranfmitted to us fome ftriking incidents 
which preceded his death. 

Some alarming fymptoms in Sobiefki'sdiforder, 
having awakened the queen's folicitude refpe6i- 
ing the fucceffion to his fortune, flie earneftly 

* His illncfs was a complication of diforders, gout,ftone, afthraa, 
dropfy. . s 

vol. l. o importuned 
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importuned Zahifki to prefent himfelf to the kin 
and infinuate foine advice concerning the difpo- 
fition of his affairs. The bifliop, finding the king 
in an agony of excruciating pain *,\ endeavoured 
to give him comfort and hopes of recovery. But 
Sobiefki replied/" I forefee my approaching death; 
mv fituation will be the fame to-morrow as it is 
tb-day ; all confolation is now too late:" then, 
with a deep figh, afked him why he came fo fel- 
dom to court* and in what manner he employed 
himfelf at his diocefe alone?" Zalufkij after ex- 
patiating upon the duties of his epifcopai office, 
and the refources of literature, artfully turned 
the difcourfetothe bufinefs in queftion. "Lately/' 
he faid, " I have been employed in no very agree- 
able, yet neceffary duty : weighing the frail con- 
dition of human nature, remembering, that as 
Socrates and Plato, fo all men muft die, and 
confidering the diffentions which may arife 
among my "relations after my deceafe, I have 
taken an inventory of my effefts, and difpofed of 
them by will." The king, difcovering the pur- 
port of his difcourfe, interrupted him with a loud 
laugh, and exclaimed, in a quotation from J u- 
yenalf* \0medici y medium contundite venam."] 
" What, my Lord J3iihop ! you whof$ judgment 

4 

% 

• Zalufki Epift. vol III. p. 5—14. 

t + Juvenal, Sat, VI. 1. 40. " Open a vein. 4 " In applying this paf- 
fage, the king meant to infinuate that the bifhop was mad, 

and 
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and good fenfe T have long efteemed, do you 
make your will ? " What an ufelefslofs of time \ n 
Not difcouraged by this fally, the biihop per- 
fevered in fuggefting, " that, in jufticcf to bis fa- 
mily and country, he ought without delay to «• 
gulate the difpofition of his efleds, and declare 
his final indications." " For God's fake," re- 
turned Sobiefki with a more ferious lone, " da 
not fuppofe that any good will .arife in this age } 
when vice has increafed to fuch an enormous de- 
gree, as almoft to exclude all hopes of forgive^ 
nefs from the mercy of the Deity ! Do you not 
fee how great is the public iniquity, tumult, and 
violence ? all ftrive^who tiritU Mend good and 
evil without diftin&ioiil the morals of my fub- 
jefts are overturned ; will you again reftore them ? 
My orders are not attended to while I am alive, 
can I expeft then to be obeyed when I am dead ? 
That man is happy, who with his own hand dif- 
pofes of his effeds, which cannot be entrufted 
with fccurity to his executors ; while tfyey who 
tequeath them by a will aft abfurdly, for con- 
signing to the care of others what is more fecure 
in the hands of their neareft.relations. Have not 
the regulations of the kings my predeeeffors been 
defpifed after their deaths ? Where corruption 
univerfally prevails, % judgment is obtained by 
money : the voice of cpnfcience is not heard, 
and ireafon and -equity are no more." Then fad- 

o s denjy 
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d€nly giving a ludicrous turn to the converfa- 
tion, he exclaimed, ** What can you Iky to this; 
Mr. Will-maker* !" 

On the 17th of June, the biflipp being again 
fucnmoned to ViUanow ; the king heard prayers, 
and M'as particularly fervent hTliis devotion. 
While he .was converting 'after dinner, with his 
ufual gaiety, in the prefence of Zalufki aftd the 
abb£ Polignac, he was fuddenly feized with a 
flroke. of apoplexy ; but recovering, coirfeffed, 
and, having received abfolution and extreme 
tm&ion, expired almoft without a groan, in the 
66th year of .his age, and the ssdofhis reign, ojx 
the fame day in which he. was raifed jto the throne. 
The name of Sobiefki is: now extinft. . My/Gene- 
ration for this great man, prompted *ne:to, inquire 
into the fortunes of his family. 
. Sobiefki f left by his wife Marie; de la Qraqge, 
-three fans, James, Alexander, and Con(iantme> 
and a daughter,. Therefa Cunigunda. . , 

James Louis, eldeft fan of Sobiefki, was born 
at Paris in 1667. - He accompanied his father to 
the relief of Vienna, in the 16th year of his age, 
*and . narrowly efcaped being flain in an .a&ion 
near fianan in Hungary. He afterwards gave 
fuch fignal proofs of military talents, that on his 
fathers indifpofition in the campaign of l§87 

• Qnid ad h*c, Domine teftimentarie ! 
* f The abbe Coyer has written the Life of Sobieflri with great 
feint a/)d fidelity. 

againft 
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againft the Turks, he was entrufted with the 
command of the army, and received from the 
ibldiers all the honours ufually paid only to the • 
kings of Poland : a Angular mark of deference 
in an ete&ive monarchy, which encouraged an 
expe&ation of the throne. But his hopes were 
fruftrated by his own indifcretion, and the icft- 
left intrigues of the queen, who, having conceiv- 
ed the ftrongeft antipathy to her eldeft fon, and 
a no lefs violent predile&i'on in favour of her fe- 
cohd fori Alexander, facrificed the dignity of 
her family to a blind impulfe of parental par- 
tiality, 

Sobiefld had fcarcely expired, before the ca* 
bals, which even his authority could not fuppreft, 
broke out with undiffpmbled violepcc. The di- 
vifion of the king's treafure caufed indecent dif- 
putes and altercations between his widow and- 
children. James endeavoured to feize it by force, , 
but was anticipated by the queen *, who, with 
the affiftance of the abt>6 Polignac, fent it into 
France. She had three great obje&s in view : ci- 
ther to obtain the crown for Alexander, whom . 
flie was fecure of governing ; to promote the 
ele&ion of Count Jablonoufki, great general, of; 
the crown, with an intention of efpoufing him ; 
or to favour the pretentions, of the prince of 

• The queen fent 3,000,000 French Irvres^^, i*5.Qoo a into France, ' 
Ifarrey, Hift. Louis XlV. v. II. p. 297- 

03 . Contiy 
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Conti, warmly fupported by Lofris XIV- At al 
events fhe was refolved to. procure the exclufioa, 
of her eldeft fon* and in this point {he alone fuc- 
ceeded. Had the family of Sobiefki been una- 
nimous, James would have been.ele&'ed king; 
but no fubmiffion * could fbften the implacable 
refentment of the queen, who, even wjieii Ihe. 
found it impra&icable to fecure the ele&ion of 
Alexander, or to compafs any of her other de- 
figns, both in fecret and openly oppofed the pre- 
tentions of James. When the diet of conveca- . 
tion affembled at Warfawj the queen fummoned 
a meeting of fenators and nuntios in her apart- 
ment, whom ihe addreffedj in regard to her fon, 
with all the virulence which inveterate fury could 
infpire, and all the affe&ed candour towards the 
Poles, which the moft cgnfummate hypocrify 

* Zalulki has given a curious inftance of the queen's implaca- 
bility.) * I and other fenators accompanied prince James to the 
Queen's at Bieltz, but her majefty being informed of our approach* 
retired precipitately from the palace to avoid the interview; we. 
overtook her about a mile from Bieltz, and ordered the driver to 
fh>p, while ihe repeatedly urged him to continue his route: at 
length the coachman, alarmed by our number and threats, flopped 
the carriage. On our advancing to the queen, fhe received us with 
great marks of difpleafure, and although the prince proftrated him- 
feif before her, and embraced her feet with the moft profound re* 
fpeft, he was not able to extort from her m?r$ than a Ihort and 
oyafive anfwer. On his retiring, with his eyes full of tears, I ufed 
fbme endeavours to foften her refentment*, which, however, had no 
other effect than to draw from, her additional expreflions of. di%u$ 
iwd indignation, " Zajufki, yol f UU p, ijj f 
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could fuggeft*. " Although I am not by birth 
a Pale, I am one by inclination, and am more 
attached to this nation than to my own family. 
Refleti maturely , whom .you will raife to the 
throne in the place of ifty much-regretted huf- 
h&ad, and I fineerely recommend to you not to 
<te& ofce^of my children. I too well know all 
tfeeir diipofitions, and particularly caution you 
againft the eldeft prince James. His inconfi-. 
derate raihnefs will involve the kingdom itT 
fpeedy and* inevitable ruin/' The . bifhop of 
Plotfko, though her creature, difgufted at thefe- 
appearances of unnatural rancour, importuned* 
her to defift ; but ihe exclaimed with greater vio- 
lence: "Do not interrupt me; I tfill never re- 
tra6t what I have faid, as I prefer the fafety of 
the republic to my awn interefts and the fplen- 
douc of my family. I again exhart the Poles to* 
cleft any candidate in preference to. one of my. 
children." This virulent opposition to the views* 
of her eidjeft fon was too fiiccefsful : be was re* 
jefted by a> great majority, and the choice of the. 
aation f HI' upon Auguftus ele&or of Saxony. 

After the defeat of Auguftus il at the battle 
of CliffoW) Charles'. XIL determined to give a 
tew king to Poland, and his veneration for the 
memory of John Sotnefki induced , him to offeir 
that dignity to his eldeft fon. In confequenee o£ 

« 

• Zaluflri, vol.* III. p. ioz$ 

' . - 04 ' this 
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this refolution, Auguftus was declared by the pri- 
mate unworthy to reign, and a diet of ele&ion 
was convened at Warfatv. James was then at Brefn 
law, impatiently expeftinghis nomination to the 
throne ; but the ufual Angularity of his iti-for- 
tune ftill purfued him: as he was hunting with 
his brother Conftantine, on the 25th Eebruary 
1 704, a detachment of Saxon hprfemen furprized 
and conveyed him to the caftle of Pleiflfenburgh 
near Leipfic. Conftantine* might have efcaped ; 
but, from an impulfe of fraternal affe&ion, he 
voluntarily accompanied his brother into confine- 
inent, and adminiftered confoktion under this 

grievous reverfe of fortune. > 
p 

In September, 1 706, the two brothers were 
removed to the fortrefs of Koningftein ; but in 
December fortunately : obtained their' enlarge-, 
ment, on the requeft of Charles XII. at the con* 
clufion of the treaty hv which Augttftus IL was 
compelled to abdicate the throne. ' This abdica- 
tion, however, did not 'revive the pretentions of 
James, theiele£H6n having fallen, duritig his 
confinement, upon Stanifla^s Xeteinflti. From* 
this period J anies pafifed a retired life, and .re- 
nounced all views upon the crown of Poland. 
He died in 173? at^Zolkiew 1 in Red I^uflia, in 
the 70th year of his age, and in him, . as the laft 
jtaale of his family, the name of Sobiefki became 

* J^engnieh, Hift; Pol. p. 34*, 

* extinft, 
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extinft. By his wife HedwigeEleonora*, daugh- 
ter of Philip WilKam ele&or palatine, he left two 
daughters, Mary Charlotte and Clementina 
Mary. 

Theeldeft, Mary Charlotte, married in 1723 
Frederic Maurice de la Tour duke of Bouillon, 
who dying within a few day3 after the- marriage, 
Ihe efpoufed* with a difpenfation from the pope, 
his brother Charles Godfrey the fame year. By 
him ihe left iffue a fon, the duke of Bouillon, 

* Sifter of Eleonora MagtUlena, wife of the emperor Leopold* 
James had been firft contracted in marriage to the widow of the 
elector of Bran3enburgh*s brother, a rich heirefs of the houfe of 
Radzivil in Lithuania, but upon this occasion he firft experienced 
that ill fortune which afterwards attended him through life. "An 
enyoy was fent to Berlin to negotiate the marriage, wliich was 
agreed upon by the elector's and her confent, and the prince him- 
felf came thither in perfon, with a numerous attendance, to con- 
fummate it. , At the iame time came to Berlin the elector palatine's 
brother, prince Charles of Newburg, brother to the emprefs, to 
fee the ceremony of the marriage 5 but this* princefs, taking more 
fancy to him than to the prince of Poland, gave him encourage- 
ment to make his addrefles to her, which he did with that fucctft, 
that he engaged her fo far and fo unexpectedly, that he was privately 
married to her the night before Ihe was to be married to the Prince 
or* Poland, fo that prince James was forced to return back fbame- 
fUlly: which 0» king '.hit father refented fo highly, that he wm 
refolved to have fatisfoction from the elector of Brandenburg, for 
fuffering his fon to receive fo notorious an affront at his court $ but 
the elector, knowing nothing of that private intrigue, juftified 
himfelf, and all . amroonties were at laft adjufted by prince James's 
marrying his rival's fifter the princefs of Newburg, who was fent 
into Poland, and has two daughters by him,** Connor's Hiftoiy 
of p6land ? v r II. .p. j88, |8g f 

married 
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married to a lady of the houfe of? Lorraine, and 
a ( daughter, who- efpoufed the duke of Rohan- 
Rohan; In^tbefe noble perfons and their pro- 
geny the female line of Sobiefki ftill exists. 

Clementina Mary, youngeft daughter of prince 
Jafttes, married at Montefiafcone, in 171ft 
James Edward Stuart, commonly known by thb 
name of the Chevalier de St. George* the pre* 
tender to the Britilh throne* This priacefa, 
though a* woman of great perfonai and mental • 
endowments, could not engage the affe&ion of 
her feuiband ; offended at his attachment to a 
favourite miftrefs, flie withdrew from his houie*.. 
and remained for feme time in a convent near 
Home. l She was afterwards reconciled to him, 
and died at Rome' on the isth of June* 1735, 
aged 33 ; her death, according to the account 
of a writer * attached to the Stuart family^ wb» 
occafioned by religious abftinence and toofevere * 
mortifications: her remains we*e interred witk 
regal pomp in the church of St. Peter, where a 
monument was ere&ed to her memory. She left 
two fons. by the Chevalier: Charles,, ufually 
termed count of Albany, and Hfenry, cardinal 
of York. Charles married the princefs of Stol- 
t&Yg, by whom he had no. children : a mifunder- 
{landing foon after their marriage taking place 

* 

\ * 

*v«* Letters* from a Painter in* Italy, where her ftmeral and monu- 
ment are defcribed, v. II. p. 56. 

^ flie 
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ftie quitted! ber huiband, and took flielter in a 
convent in the Tufcan dominions, and, her 
quarrel being efpoufed by the cardinal of York, 
{he obtained a feparatixm for life. We may 
therefore forefee the extin&ion of the Sobieflu 
line in the Stuart branch*. The ample patri- 
mony of James Sobiefki was divided equally be- 
tween his two daughters. Having- lent a. confi- 
derable fum to the houfe of Auftria, he obtained 

* 

in return a mortgage upon certain eftates in Si* 
lefia, which, on the divifion of the property aftet 
his deceafe, fell to the Stuart family, and were 
m their poflfeffion when the king of Pruflia £ecur* 
#d SiIefia.iiL 1,740. But Frederic having confif* 
eatedthefe lands, by right of conqoeft^ the hoofe 
of Auftria never made any further compenfatiDip 
Alexander, fecond fon of John Sobiefkr, born 
at Dantzic m lft77; after the elevation cf his 
father to the throne, was ufuiliy ftyled by his 
mother, who, adored him, the fon, of the king ; 
while fhe affe&ed to call his brother James, the 
fon of the great marfhal. Excited by his. mo* 
tiler's partiality, and inflamed by ambition, he 
even afpired to the throne in oppofition to his 
elder brother; afterwards however, more mature 
age having corrected his paffions* and his mo* 
ther's influence ceafing to iniflead him, he de- 

• He died in 178S. 

clined, 
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clinccl, from a principle of fraternal affe&knv 
the acceptance .of the crown offered by Charles 
XH. on the imprifonment of James ; he refufed • 
it with this generous declaration, "that no hi- 
tereft fliould tempt him to avail himfelf of his 

* brother's misfortunes*." .. 

- Alexander paffed his days principally at Rorfie, 
with the queen his mother ; but never made his 
appearance at the pope's court, becaufe /Cle- 
ment XI. refufed to receive him with the marks 
of diftin&ion which he claimed as a king's fon. 

* The honours which were withheld from him while 
alive, were granted when dead : his body lay in 
regal ftate, and .was interred with the fame cere- 
monies which attended the funeral of Chriftina* 
queen of Sweden. He expired in June 17 14, 
having affumed upon \ his ddath-bed the habit of 
a capuchin, from a fuperftitious notion of enfur- 
ing his falvationf. • 

Conftantine, having regained his liberty at 
the fame time with his brother James, married a 
German baronefs,. maid of honour to the prin- 
cefs of Neuburg; a marriage of paflion, foon 
followed by repentance, and from which he in 
vain endeavoured to procure a reteafe by a di-. 
vorce. fie deceafed in l?a6 without children. 

Thercfa Cunigunda, the daughter of John, 

* Voltaire's Charles 3£II. p. po. 
f Vi^ de Sobiefld, v» III. p. 176. 

Sobiefki, 



C. 4. 



S0B1ISKI FAMILY* 



205 



Sobieflri, married in 1696 Maximilian Emanuel 
ele&or of Bavaria, and died a widow in 1730. 
Her fon Charles Albert, who fucceeded to thei 
ele&orate of Bavaria, was the unfortunate em- 
peror Charles VII. and her grandfon Maximilian 
Jofeph expired in 1778 without iffue. Her 
grand-daughter Maria Antoinette married Fre- 
deric Chriftian eleftor of Saxony, and the blood 
of John Sobieiki flows m the veins of their pro- 
geny, the prefent ele&oral family, 

Marie de la" Grange paffed the firft part of her 
widowhood at Rome with her father the marquis 
of Arquien, whawas captain of the Swifs guards 
to the duke of Orleans, and promoted by her 
intereft to the dignity of cardinal. She conti- 
nued to refide in that city until 1714, when flie 
retired into France, her native country. Louis 
XIV. affigned the caftle of Blois for her refidence, 
where lhe died in 1716 *, above 70 years of age. 
Her remains were tranfported to Warfaw, and 
from thence conveyed, together with thofe of 
herhufband, in 1734, to Cracow, and interred 
in the cathedral t* 

* Vk de Sobieiki, v.JIL p. 177. 
-f- Lengnkh, HiiL p. 390. 
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held his lands as feudal and tributary to Sigif- 
mond. A fine medal in honour of John Sobiefki's 
raifing the fiege of Vienna, has this punnkig in-df 
fcription : Urbem fervajiis et orbem. I likewife 
obferved a medal of the pxefent fo vereign caft in 
the late turbulent times ; it has a well-executed 
likenefs of the king on one fide, and on the re- 
verie an emblem of civil commotions, a ihip in 
a ftorm with the claffical allufion, Ne cede mail*. 

The public library next engaged our attention* 
The colleftion owes its origin, to the private 
bounty of two bifliops of the family of Zalufki; 
commemorated by an inferiptipn over the door; 
" Civium ufui perpetuo Zaluficorum par illujire 
dicavit z7 1 4." It has fince received large addi- 
tionsfrom various benefadlors, contains 200,000 
volumes, and is riqh in books and manufcripts 
relating to the Polifh hiftory. 

Poland contains two univerfities, one at Cra- 
cow, the other at Vilna : the former was under 
the dire6lion of priefts, called Academicians, 
and the latter fuperin,tended by the Jefuits ; but 
in both, the courfe of ftudies was chiefly confined 
to theology. Since the fuppreffion of the Jefuits, 
the king has eftabliflied a committee of education, 
compofed of members diftinguifhed either by 
- high ftation, or enlightened underftandings, which 

has an abfolute power in -matters of education, 

appoints profetfbrs, regulates their falary, and 

dire&s their ftudies; . 

Although 
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Although from the nature of the government 
learning has in no period been widqly diffufed in 
Poland, yet men of genius and literature, have 
never been wanting ; and perhaps no nation can 
boaft a more regular fucceffion of excellent hifto- 
rians, or more writers deeply converfant in the 
laws and conftitution. Under Sigifmond I. and 
his fon Sigifmond Auguftus, the arts and fciences  
began to be diftinguiflied by royal patronage ; 
they were cheriflied by fome of the fucceeding 
monarchs, particularly John Sobiefki ; but no 
prince has paid them more attention than Sta-«. 
niflaus Auguftus ; and his munificence has been 
attended with the happieft efFe&s. The Polifli 
literati have, within a few years, given to the 
public a m,uch greater variety of elegant per- 
formances than appeared in any former period of 
the fame length. What is more material, a tafte 
for fcience prevails among the nobles, and begins 
to be regarded as an accomplishment. The en- 
largement of mind, derived from this new purfuit, 
has already weaned feveral of thefe licentious 
ipirits from their habits of barbarous turbulence, 
and greatly humanized their civil deportment. 
It may in time teach them thoroughly to com- 
prehend the true intereft of their country, and 
the expedience of due fubordination, hitherto 
deemed incompatible with liberty : thefe petty 
defpots wili, perhaps, be induced to lay afide 

vol. i. p / their 
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their impolitic contemptfor their vaffals; they will 
perceive that the burghers and peafants are the 
true fupports of their country, and thctt Poland 
wants only juftice and order to become as flou- 
rifhing as the neighbouring ftates. 

During my continuance at Warfaw, I inquired 
into the nature of of the various tribunals, and 
the different modes of punifliment for criminal 
offences : the occafion of turning my particular 
x>bfervation to thefeobje&s was principally owing* 
to a cafual meeting at Vienna with the benevo- 
lent Mr. Howard, whofe humane attention to 
thte outcafts of fociety has refeg&ed fo much ho- 
.nour on himfelf and his- country. Informing 1 
him that I was proceeding to the northern king- 
doms. I intimated an intention to examine the 
ftate of the prifons and penal' laws, and profeffed. 
a readinefs to lay before him the refiilt 6f my ob- 
fervations. Mr. Howard approved nry defign, 
fuggefted ufeful hints, and even di&ated fpecific 
queftions tending to facilitate my inquiries. 

Atrocious crimes are punifhed by beheading 
or hanging ; leffer delinquencies by whipping, 
hard labour, and imprifonmerit : the nrtbles ne- 
ver fuffer any corporal punifliment ; but are lia- 
ble only to imprifontnent and death. Torture 
was aboliflied in 1776, by an edi& of the diet, in- 
troduced by the influence of the king ; & Yegu^ 
3 lation 
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lation which proves his judgment no lefs thaq 
his benevolence. 

The defe&s of the police are by no circum- 
ftances fo ftrongly evinced, as by the frequent 
impunity of themoft atrocious crimes; thisabufe 
may be traced fromfeveral caufes. I. The.greateft 
criminals find little difficulty in engaging the pro- 
tection of ibme of the principal nobles, who oc- 
casionally affemble their retainers in arms, and 
drive the officers of juftice.from their lands. This 
anarchy refejnbles the ftate of Europe in the 1 4th 
century, during the prevalence of the feudal laws ; 
when the great barons poflefled territorial jurif- 
di&ion, and were almoft equal in authority to 
the king. 2, The law, efteemed by the Poliih 
gentry the great bulwark of their liberty, which 
enacls *, that no gentleman can be arretted for 
mifdemeanors until he is convi6led, notwithftand- 
t ing the ftrongeft degree of prefumptive proof: the 
offender, therefore, if guilty, withdraws himfelf 
before the completion of the procefs. , Robbery 
and murder, and a few other capital crimes, are 
excluded from this privilege ; but even for thefe 
flagrant enormities no gentlemah can be taken 
into cuftody, unlefs a&ually, apprehended iii the 
commiflion of the offence. 3. The right which 
every town poffeffes of having its own criminal 
. courts of juftice, with judges felefted folely from 

• Nerainem captivabimus nifl jure n£lum* 

? 2 the 
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the inhabitants. . Many of thefe towns being re-' 
duced to fuch a low ftate, as fcarcely to deferfre 
the name of villages; the judges are neceflarily 
perfons of mean condition, and totally unquali- 
fied for the difcharge of their high office. Not 
only the power of levying difcretionary fines, 
but the inflidion of corporal punifhment, and 
even of death itfelf, is entrufted to thefe con- 
temptible tribunals. The chancellor Zamoifki 
has, in the new code of laws which he is prepar- 
ing for the infpedion of the diet, defcribed the 
abufes of thefe petty courts of juftice in the moff 
forcible language, and propofes, as the only ade- 
quate remedy of the evil, to annihilate the right 
of penal jurifdi&ion in all but nine of the prin- 
cipal towns. 4. There are no public officers whofe. 
province it is to profecute, offenders in the king's 
name. Hence, the mod atrocious delinquent 
generally efcapes, unlefs fome individual indifts 
apd brings him to trial, which feldom happens, 
as the procefs is* attended with confiderable ex- 
• pence. Almoftthe only exception tothis flagrant 
defe6l of common juftice, is the jurifdi&ion of 
the great marflial, which is in force in the place 
where the king refides, and to thediftance of three 
: Polifli miles. Within that diftrift the great mai 1 - 
-fhal can arreft and profecute for crimes of felbny 
^without any plaintiff. In cafes alfo of high trea:- 
fon, certain officers of the crown, called injUga- 

tore*) 
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tyro?, are authorized to cite fulpicious perfons 
before the diet.. 5.. The power which plaintiffs 
poffefs of withdrawing the£r profecution, eyen in 
cafes of the greateft enormity : this cuftom fcijeens 
all but the indigent from the hands of juftice; aS^ 
perfons of moderate property are generally able . 
to bribe the accufer. TJiis pra6tjc$, founded 
on & narrow principle, that outrages againft 
individuals are private, not public offences, 
is an inftance of the grpffeft barbarifm, which 
all civilized nations have renounced : foi it re- 
quires a fmall degree of legiflative knowledge to 
perceive, that private wrongs, when unchaftized,' 
become highly injurious to the community at 
large, by affording encouragement to fimilaj ofc- 
fences* 

In vifiting the prifons I fay the bad effe&s of 
this ufage exemplified in a ftriking inftance. Two 
perfons, indifted for the affaffination of a Jew, had 
remained in prifon upwards of a twelvemonth, 
without being brought to a trial. The widow of 
the deceafed, upon whofe accufation they were 
arretted, having agreed, on the payment of a 
ftipulated fum, to drop the fuit and gi&nt them 
a releafe, their inability to fatisfy her demand 
was the only reafon for detaining them in con* 
finement ; when I faw them they had juft raifed 
the money, and were upon the point of receiv- 
ing a final difcharge. , 

• P 3 From 
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From this fketch of the adminiftration of juf- 
tice, the expediency of a thorough reformation 
i& apparent That able legiflator count Zamoiflri, 
in the new code which I have frequently had oc- 
cafion to mention, has paid particular attention 
to the amendment of the criminal latfs. But as 
any innovations in the courts of juftice, calcu- 
lated to produce effential benefit, muft mate- 
rially infringe the privileges of the nobles, and 
<Jountera6irthe national prejudices^ the moil ufe* 
fill code can fcarcely expeft to receive the fanc- 
tion of the diet 

The laws relating to debtors are as follow : The 
creditor proceeds againft the debtor at his own 
expence, and, until the conclufion of the* trial, al+ 
lows him eight grofchens, or three half-pence, a 
day for his maintenance. When the debt is proved, 
the creditor is releafed from the contribution t 
the debtor continues a prifoner, at the difcre^ion 
of his creditor, "until the debt is difcharged, and, 
if he has no means of fubfiftence, is obliged to 
maintain himfelf by cutting wood, fawing ftone, 
or cleaning the ftreets. If a noble contra&s a 
debt, an '4di0n lies' againft his lands and goods, 

* * 

and not againft his perfon, unlefs he gives a^note 
of hand* with a double fignatiire, one intended as 
aii afcert&inmerft of the debt, the other as a re« 
nunciatfefti ta 6f his 'exemption from arrefts. But a 
noble of high diftin&ion, even though he flrould^ 
bind himfelf by this engagement, can bid 4efi* 
auce to all danger of imprifonjnejit. 
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Departure from Warfaw.— Bialliftock. — Entertainment at the conn- 
tsfs of Bianiflri's palace. — Duchy of Lithuania, — Its union 
with Poland.— Defcription of Grodno.—-Diets.— Phy fie garden.— 
General productions of Lithuania. — Account of the wild-ox.— 
Of the Remiz and its pendant nefr.— Manufactures.— Entertain-^ 
meats-—- Hofpitality of the Poles.— Election-dinner, and ball. 



BEFORE we quitted Warfaw, we received 
another inftance of the king's extreme con- 
defcenfion, a letter written with his own hand to 
the Poft matter at Grodno, ordering that we 
fliould be fupplied with. every accommodation 
which could be procured, and be permitted to 
vifit the manufactories ^nd every objeft of cu* 
fiofity. 

We quitted the capital on the ioth of Auguft, 
eroffed the Viftula, and paffed through the fub- 
ijrbs of Praga. Al?out an Engliih mile from 
Warfaw a foreft begins, and continues, with lit- 
tle interruption, to the diftance of eighteen miles. 
I%t We»gipv we qbferved a fine corps of Ruffian 
troops quartered in the village. Spine of the 
places in our route, though extremely vretched, 
enjoyed their own police and courts of juftice : 
tfeey cft^ftfted of wpoden huts, softly thatched, 

p 4 ' fome 
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' fome roofed with wood, and a few with tiles. 
The country was chiefly fandy and level until wo 
arrived at the Bog, which we croffed at Gran ; 
the river was broad and fliallow. We afcended 
from its banks a fmall rife, and foi^nd a better 
foil, and the country more diverfified. The roa<i 
was not unpleafant, running through fields fown 
with different fpecies of corn, hemp, and flax j 
but we never loft fight of the foreft, and always 
faw it fkirting the horizon. In many place* I 
obferved the wood encroaching upon the fields, 
and young trees ihooting up >n great numbers' 
wherever cultivation had been neglefted. I was 
informed that this is the, cafe in moil parts of 
Poland; many traces of former inclofures, ^nd 
even the veftiges of paved ftreets, being difcernible 
in %he centre of the forefts. 

The largeft place we paffed through was Bielfk, 
capital of the palatinate of Podalachia, where 
the dietine for the diftri6l is held : it is little bet- 
ter than a fniferable village, though called, in the 
geographical descriptions of Poland, a large town. 
Between Bielfk and Woytfzi, our wheel nearly 
caught fire, and while we flopped at a fmall vil- 
lage to have it greafed, I entered feveral cottages, 
which I found worfe even than thofe wretched 
dwellings I had before examined in the towns 
where thef inhabitants were more free ; in the lat- 
ter we obferved furniture and fome conveniences* 

m 
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in thefe nothing but the bare walls. The coun- 
try we traverfed from Warfaw to Bialliftock was 
in general fandy ; but all parts were fit for cul- 
tivation, and many fpots had the appearance 
of great fertility. We remarked, however, that 
the harveft, even in the moft fruitful tra&s, was 
but indifferent ; a circumftance evidently 6wing 
to the defect in hufbandry. 

We arrived late in the evening at Bialliftock, a 
neat and well-built town. The ftreets are broad, 
and the houfes, which are in general plaiftered, 
fland detached at uniform diftances. The fupe- 
rior neatnefs of Bialliftock is owing to the illuf- 
trious family of Branifki, whofev palace is clofe 
to the town, and who have contributed to 
ornament their place of refidence. It belongs to 
the countefs Branifki, fifter of the prefent king, 
and widow of the late great general Branifki, 
who, notwithftanding this alliance, warmly pro- 
tefted againft the election of his brother-in-law. 

The morning after our arrival, the countefs, to 

whom we had a letter from prince Staniflaus Po- 

niatowfki, honoured us with an invitation to 

dinner, and fent her carriage to convey us to the 

palace. We were moft politely received by our 

noble hoftefs, and were convinced from her ami* 

able manners, condescending behaviour, and 

lively flow of conVerfation, that affability and 

good fenfe are natural to the family of Poni* 

atowfku 

We 



We found a large company aflemblrd, whom? 
the counted had invited to partake of her hof- 
pitable board, which was elegantly fupplfed with 
every delicacy. Among other topics, the con-? 
verfation turned upon our mode of travelling 
through a country fo poor and wretched, and 
& deficient in comfortable accommodations. 
" I fuppofe," faid a Potifh gentleman, " you 
carry your beds with you;" to which we replied 
in the negative. " How do you (Jeep then?"— 
*? Upon ftraw, when we can get it ; aaad, when we 
are not fo fortunate, upon the floor, upon a 
bench, or upon a table."~" You take your pro- 
vifions," returned the Pole.— "• Very ieldom." 
*—" How do you live then?"— » c< Upon what we 
can procure : one of our fervants is fent before, 
and generally contrives to obtain fome kind of 
provHion, which may footh, if not fetisfv, the 
demands of hunger ; but we have travelling ap~ 
petites, and are not faftidious."— " You are riot, 
however,, without knives, forks, and fpoons; 
for fuch conveniences are not known among the 
peafonts."~ f,l[ We each carry a claiTp-knife, $r& 
now x and then fo fortunate as, to meet with a 
wooden fpoon, and never regret the want of a 
fork." Here our noble hoftefs made a propofal 
to fopply us with knives, forks, and fpoons, to- 
gether with wine and provifton : on our declining 
. this offer, fhe pleafantly replied;, " Perhaps you 

•are 



ate* above accepting them; I ihiowtlie Englifl* 
are very haughty; will you purchafe them?" 
We made anfwer, we were not afraid of laying 
ourfefves tinder any obligations to ar perfon of 
her polfteAefe arid generofity ; but the objeflfc of 
- Out travels being to gratify curiofity rather thaii 
appetite, we thought ourfelves moft likely to 
become acquainted with the domeftic (economy 
of the peafents, by partaking of their accom- 
modations; and by relying on them for the fup- 
pfy of our wants. Willing, however, not to ap- 
pear rude in a rejection of the whole offer, w£ 
accepted £ few bottles of wine. 

The cotmtefa conduced us herfelf through the 
apartments of the palace, which is a large build- 
ing in the Italian tafte, and, on account of itt 
magnificence, generally called the Verfaifles of 
Poland. It was forftierly only a royal* hunting 
feat; John Cafimir gave it, together with Bial- 
Kftock and other eftates, to Czarnieflei, a general 
highly diftingurfhed by his vi&ories over the 
Swedes, when Poland was nearly crufhed by her 
enemies. Among the curiofities preferred in the 
palace is a golden cup, which Czarnieflei was ac* 
cuftomed to wear at his girdle, and an embroi- 
dered fafli taken among the fpoils after a defeat 
of Charles X. which' is fuppofed to have be- 
longed to that monarch. Czarniefki left on* 
iiaxighte^ who married Branilki the farther flf the 

late 



£20 TRAVELS Itf POLAND, B> 2+ 

late great general, and conveyed the eftate into 
that family. One apartment, occupied by Au- 
guftus ill. whenever he paffed to the diet of 
Grodno, is, ont of refpeft to his memory, left 
in its original ftate. In another room is a fine 
portrait of Auguftus in his royal robes, with his 
head.fliayed in the Polifli fafhion, as hp appeared 
on the day of his coronation. In the afternoon, 
we drove about the park and grounds, which are 
very extenfiye, and elegantly laid out in the 
Englifli tafte. Wcclofed this agreeable day with 
a fiipper at the palace, and took leave, with re- 
gret, of its amiable and noble miftrefs. 

Augiift 1 3. We fat off early from Bialliftock, 
and after trayerfipg a, continued foreft, came 
into a country more open, and abounding with 
corji and pafture ; the towns $nd villages were 
long and ftraggling ; all the houfes, and even the 
churches, of wood ; crowds of beggars furround* 
ed our carriage, and Jews made their appearance 
in great numbers. At four in the afternooii we 
paffed through fome wretched fuburbs inhabited 
hy Jews, and ferrying oyer the Niemen, winch 
js broad, clear, $nd fhallow, afcended the rifing 
banks, and entered Grodno, built upon an emi- 
nence overlooking the river. Though Vilna i$ 
t^ie capital,- yet Grodpo is efteemed the principal 
town in Lithuania. 

Formerly Lithuania was governed by its owi} 

* 

fpvereigns 
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fovereigns under fhe title of great-dukes. From 
that rivalry which ufually fubfifts between conti- 

* guous ftates, the two nations were engaged in a 
feries of perpetual wars, until 1S86; when the 
great-duke Ladiftaus Jaghellori, having efpoufed 
Hedwige and embraced the Chriftian religion, 
was raifed to the Polifli throne, and reigned over 
both countries. 

Ladiftaus foon became a fincere convert to the 

- new religion, which he at firft adopted from in- 
terefted views, and endeavoured to propagate its 
drpftrines among his idolatrous fubje&s in Li- 
thuania. In fubferviency to this great work, he 
cut down theTiallowed grovea, deftroyed the ora- 
cular' flirine, extinguiflied the facred fife, and 

-flew the ferpents worshipped as gods by his fu- 
perftitious fubje&s. A belief univerfally prevail- 
ed among the people,; that whoever profanely at- 
tempted to deftroy thefeobje&s of their worfhip, 
would be {buck' with inftantaneous death; the 
falfity of this tradition being proved by the im- 
punity of thofe concerned in the fuppofed facri- 
lege, the Lithuanians flocked in fuch crowds tx> 

*be converted, that- the priefts could only beftow 
feparate baptifm on perfons of diftinftion; but 
distributed the multitude^ in ranks, and, fprink- 
ling them with water, gave one Chriftian name 
to each rank without diftin&ion of fex*« La- 

• Cromer, p. 368. 

diflaus, 
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diflatis, -having thus introduced the <Ghrifi#m re- 
ligion into Lithuania, nominated his brother 
Cafimir SkirgeMo governor of the duchy, and re- 
turned to Poland ; but a civil war being excited 
by the ambition of Alexander, furnamed Vitol- 
dus, and by the difcontents of the people, ftill 
attached to their Pagan rites, Lithuania was for 
fome time a fcene of tumult and hoftility. At 
length, by a compromise in 13#2, Vitoldus was 
appointed great-duke, and Ladiflaus ^contented 
himfelf with a nominal fovereignty. 

In 1 40 1 the nobles of Lithuania affembled at 
Vilua, and ejiiered into a» ofFenfive aijd defeu- 
five Chance with the king apd republic of Po- 
land. ' In 1413 it was ftipulated, m a diet of 
Poles and Lithuanians held in the town of Hrod? 
lo, that, upon the demifeof Vitoldus, the Li- 
thuanians fliould acknowledge no other great- 
duke - but the peifon who ihouid be appoufted: by 
the king, and with the agreement of the two 
-nations; that if Ladiflaus died without ififtie, 
the Poles ihould eleft no king without the con- 
ient of .Vitoldus and the Lithuanians, and that 
,a diet, compofed of reprefentatives from both 
nations^ ihould mefet at Lublin or Paraw*. 
Froiri the demife of Vitoldus, who expired in 
1439, in the 8oth year of his age, the great- 
4ukes were fometimes, in conformity to. this 



• Dlugoffius k Cromer, 
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compaft, nominate*} by the kings of Poland; 
jit other times, in violation of it, by the Li- * 
thuanians. At lepgth Sigifmond I. fortunately 
united in his perfon the two fovereignties, and 
was fucceeded in both by his fon Sigifmond Au- 
guftus. • , 

Hitherto the connexion between the two na- 
tions was more an alliance than an union ; but 
Sigifmond Auguftus having no children; and 
being the only furviving male heii; of the Ja- 
ghellon family, planned the union of Poland 
and Lithuania, left upon his deceafe the two na- 
tions fliould be again governed by different 
princes. After fome difficulties he obtained, 
from a general diet held at Lublin in 1569, that 
Poland and Lithuania fliould be confidtred as 
one nation, that one foveretgn fliould be chofen 
by both ; that the Lithuanians fliould fend nun- 
tios to the general diet, be. admitted into the 
fenate, and have an equal Jhare in the public- ho- 
nours and employments ; that no alliance ihouki 
. be made with foreign powers, and no embafla- 
dors dtfpatched without the confent of both par- 
* ties ; that the fame money fliould pafs current in 
. both countries ; and that they Ihouki have no 
- ddftin&ion. of privilege or intereft. Upon the 
ratification of this union, Sigifmond Auguftug 
renounced all hereditary right to. Lithuania. 
From this period the fame perlbn has, Jbeen uni* 

forjnljr 
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fbrmly ele&ed king of Poland and great-duke of 
Lithuania, and the two nations have been in- 
corporated into one republic *. 

Grodno is a large and ftraggling y place, but 
contains no more than 3,000 Chriftians, exclu- 
five of the perfons employed in the, manufac- 
tures, and 1,000 Jews. It has the appearance of 
a town in decay; containing a mixture 6f 
wretched hovels, falling houfes, and ruined pa^ 
laces, with magnificent gateways, remains of 
ancient fplendour. A few habitations in good 
• repair render the contrail more (Inking* 

The old palace, in which the kings ufed to r©* 
fide during the diets, ftood upon a hill of fand 
rifing abruptly from the river, and forming part 
of the bank : fome remains of the ancient Avails 
ftill exift. Oppofite to this hill is the new pa- 
lace f, built, but never inhabited, by Auguftus ill.' 
in which are the apartments wherein the diets aff e 
held, or rather, will be held if they are ever again 
fummoned to Grodno. According tothetfeaty 
, of Hrodlo ; Lublin, or Parzow, or any othfer 
. more commodious town, was appointed for the 
meeting of the Poliih and Lithuanian deputies ; 
but in the articles of union it was ftipulated, 
that Warfaw fhould be the, place where the re~ 

• Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 30 to 33. 

f This palace became the temporary reildence of Staniflaus Au- 
• gofhiB, after, his abdication. 

- ' preventatives 
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prefentatives of the two nations were to aflem- 
ble # . In 1673, it was ena&ed, that every third 
diet fhould be held at Grodno, and in conformity 
to this law, the firft national affembly was con* 
vened here in 1678, under John Sobiefki. t But 
when the next turn of Grodno arrived, that mo- 
narch (ummoned the diet to Warfaw : the Li- 
thuanians ftrongly oppofed this infringement of 
their rights, and their deputies, inftead of pro- 
ceeding to Warfaw, where the king, fenate, and 
nuntios of Poland were met, repaired to this 
town, and formed a feparate diet. In order to 
prevent a civil war, which this divifion might 
occafion, a negotiation took place, and it was at 
length fettled, that the diet of 1 67 s fliould af- 
femble at Warfaw, but be called the diet of 
Grodno, and that the marfhal fliould be chofen 
from the Lithuanian nuntios f. From that time 
the diets have been occafionally fummoned to 
Grodno % until the reign of the prefent king, 
when they have been held at Warfaw ; this in- 
novation has been tacitly agreed to by the Li- 
thuanians, as well on account of the diftance of 
this town from the royal refidence, as in confe- 
deration of the troubles which cjonvulfed the 
country §. 

* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. II. p. 315, &c. * 
•f- Vie de Sobiefki, p. 19. , ' 

4 Grodno is now a frontier town, in the Ruffian* *Uviuon of 
Poland. 

§ In O&ober 1784,, a diet was held at Grodno, - * 

VOL. I, g * Wt 
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We carried a letter of recommendation to Mr r 
Giliib^rt, a French naturalift of great abilities, 
^ho-fhas the fuperintendence of the college and 
phyfic garden. The king of Poland has efta- 
blifliecl a Royal Academy, of Phyfic for Lithua- 
nia, intyhich.ten ftudents are inftrucied iji phy- 
tic, and twenty in furgery. They are all lodged, 
boarded, and taught at the royal exptfnee. The 
-phytic '. garden, which did not exift.in 1776, 
made, when I paflfed through the town in 1778, 
q. very reipe&able appearance, which was owing 
,to Mr, Oillibert's attention and care. It con- 
tained ,i,50Q exptics, particularly feveral deli^ 
cate American plants £6 wn in the open air, whicli 
thrived remarkably well in this climate, M r. 
GUlibert told me, that he had difcovered 20O 
fpecies of plants in Lithuania* which were only- 
thought indigenous in Siberia, Tartary, x and 
.Sweden, and that in the whole duchy he had ob- 
ferved 980 fpecies, exclufive of thofe common 
to moft countries in Europe. He has lately 
formed a fmali collection, chiefly confiding of 
the produ&ions of Lithuania, and is employed in 
-arranging materials for a natural hiftory of the 
duchy: he propofes to begin his publications 
on that fubjeft with a Flora Lithuanica^ which 
will be fucceffively followed by an account of 
the mineralogy," infe&s, quadrupeds, and birds. 
CortficlerW the infant ftate of natural know- 
ledge in this . country, the defign will require 
 ' • great 
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great length of time and perfeverance before it 
is completed. 

The animals roving in the boundlefs forefts of 
Lithuania, are principally the bear, wolf, elk, 
wild-ox, lynx, beaver, glutton, and wild*cat. 
. At Grodno I had an opportunity of feeing a 
female of the wild-ox, probably the fame qua- 
druped defcribed by Ariftotle, under the name of 
Bonafus, ftyled Urus in the Commentaries of 
-Caefar, and called Bifon by fome naturalifts. 
It was not full grown, about the fize of a com- 
mon Englifh cow, fhaped like a buffalo, but 
without the protuberance on the fhoulders; 
the neck was high and thick, and covered 
with a mane, which fringed down the throat 
and breaft, and hung almoft to the ground, 
fomewhat refembling that of an old lion ; the 
forehead was narrow, with two horns bending 
inwards*, and the tongue of a bluiih colour. 
The male is fometimes fix feet in height, and 
more fierce and fhaggy than the female, 

Linnaeus has claffed the Bonafus, the Urus, 

* Ariftotle describes the horns of the feonafus as ya(A.\& **< nuuq*- 
fxsytx vt^k a\\n\a, " crooked and bending towards each other" A cir- 
cumftance which feems to have, puzzled commentators upon Arif« 
totle, who did not confider that the figure of the horns varies ex? 
ceedingly in the fame fpecies, in a wild or tame ftate, and cannot 
be admitted as forming a fpeciiic difference. See Arift. Hift. Anim* 
£,. IX. c. 45. alio Camus HifL des Animaux, cited in Maty's Re- 
view for April 1783, p. 313, &c. . 

q2 and 



«28 v ¥ R A.V JEL$ IK POLANU. Jj. £» 

and the Bifon (probably the fame animal with 
different names) under three fpecies ; Buffon re- 
duces them to two, the Utuh and the Bifon ; 
but Pennant has comprifed them all under one 
fpecies*, Hi$ opinion has been lately adopted 
by Pallas, in a curious diflertation publifhed in 
the Afts of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, of 
St. Peterfburgh. He informs us, that this fpecies 
of the wild-ox, which was formerly very common 
in Europe, exifts no where on that continent, ex- 
cept in thefe Lithuanian forefts, in fonle parts of 
the Carpathian mountains, and perhaps of the 
Caudafus. He agrees alfo with Buifon, in fup- 
pofing the bifan or wild-ox of America only a 
variety of the urns, changed by the climate f. 

Lithuania is very rich in ornithology : among 
the birds of prey the eagle and vulture are com- 
mon. The Rerniz% or little fpecies of titmoufe, 
called Parus Pendulinus, is not unfrequently 
found in thefe parts* The head is of a pale bluifli 
afh-colour, the forepart of the neck and the 
bread tinged with red, the belly white, wings 
black, back and rump of a yellowifli ruft-colour, 
quill-feathers cinereous, with the exterior fides 

 Syftertia Natur*. BuftWs Hift. Nat. Pennant's Hift. of 
Quad. p. 15. 

-' f Sur le Buffie a Queue 'de chevai in Nov. Aft. Pet. 177 1. 
Part II. p. 232, &c. Alio in his Neue Nord. Beytrage, p. 2. 

X "I am indebted to that able naturalift, Mr. Pennant, for thi« 
defcription of the Reihiz, and for the annexed plate* 

L - j > *- " . whiter 
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white, the tail raft-coloured. The male is Angu- 
larly diftinguifhed ftjom the female by a pair of 
black-pointed whiikers. 

The neft is in the fhape of a long purfe, which 
it forms with amazing art, by interweaving 
down,, goffamer, and minute fibres, in a compact 
manner, and lining the infide with down, fo as 
to make a warm lodge for its young brood. The 
entrance is at the fide, fmall and round, with the . 
edge more ftrongly marked than the reft of this 
curious fabric: the bird, attentive to the pre- 
fervation of its eggs and ncftlings, lulpends it 
at the leffer end to the extremity of the flendcr 
twigs of a willow, or fome other tree, over a 
river. sContrary to the cuftom of titmice, it 
lays only four or five eggs ; polTibly Providence 
hath ordained this fcantinefs of eggs to the Re- 
tniz; becaufe by the Angular inftinft imparted to 
this bird, it is enabled to fecure its young much 
more effe&ually from, deftru&ion, than the; other 
fpecies, which are very prolific. 

Mr. Gillibert acquainted me that a great 
quantity of yellow amber is frequently dug up 
in the Lithuanian forefts, and that it is probably 
the produ&ion of a. fmall refinous pine*. He 

informed 

* Naturalifts have long differed concerning the origin of amber. 
Some maintain it to be an animal fubftance, others clafs it among 
the minerals; fomeaflert, that it is a vegetable oil united with a 
mineral acid $ but the moil common opinion feems to be that it is a 

Q 3 fofiil 
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informed me that the duchy abounds in' iron 
ochre, called by Linnaeus Tophus humofo ochrea- 
ceus, and defcribed by Wallerius* under the ar- 
ticle of Ferrum limofum, which produces forty 
pounds of metal in a hundred weight ; that it 
yields alfo feveral fpecies of copper and iron py- 
rites; black agate, which always bears a refem- 
blance to the roots of pines f; detached mafles 

fofljl bitumen. A few, with Mr. Gillibert, hold it to be the refi- 
. nous juice of a pine hardened by age: an opinion alfo maintained 
by the ancient Romans. Amber i»> moft usually found upon the 
fea coaft, and though frequently djfeovered feyeral feet beneath the 
furface of the ground, yet has been fuJ>pofed to have never been 
dug up at any confiderable diftance from the fea; a circumftance 
which has led feveral naturalifts to. conjecture, that it c?we*, in a 
great meafure, its produ&ioatothat element. * Put (his hypothefis 
is confuted by the difcovery of thefe large pieces of amber in the 
, heart of the Lithuanian forefts far from any fea. See Plih. Hiffc. 
Nat. L. 37. Se"6h XI. Tacitus de Mor, Qerm. Macquer's Chy- 
ntiftry, v. II. p. 2p6. piffcop of J^ndaff's (Dr. Watfon) EfTays 
on Cbym. v. III. p. 12, and particularly Wallerius Syft. Min. v. ( II. 
p. 1 j 5 — 1 ij. where the reader will find a lift bf the principal natura- 
fifts, who have written upon Ambefr. 

* Wallerius Syft. Min. v. II. p. 255. 

f Mr. Gillibert thus defefibes thefe agates in the A6rs of the 
Jmperia} Academy of" Sciences. " M. Giilibert dans une lettre a 
M.'le Profefleur Pajlas, parle d'une petrification tres remarquable, 
commune dans ce pays'[J-ithuania], laqueile eft agathe par fa na- 
ture, mais refemble parfaitement par fa forme, a des racines de fa- 
pins petrifiees. Les racines agatifees font bandees de noir autour 
de leur axe, et incruftees d'une ecorfe grife ou blancharre. On en 
trouve a.demi petrifiees j et toutes donnent une odeur empyreuma- 
tique au feu, qui provient d'un refte de principe bitumeneux. 
P'^illeurs toutes les petrificrtions d'origine marine fe trouvent 
agatifees dans ce pays couvert d'un fable fin, dont les eaux peuvent 
pxtrairc un^principe pptrifiant de cette nAtu^eV , Nov. Adl. Acac\ 
Pet. for 1777* P-45- ~ 

9f 
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of red and gray granite ; pudding ftones, cori- 
taming chryftals of white quartz ; the echinus 
agatizfcd; a large quantity of falfe precious, 
•ftones, fuch as amethyfts, topazes, garnets, alfo 
chalcedonies,' cornelians, milky agates, the 
vcnlus caiti, or cat's eye, jafpers, and particu- 
larly the red fpecies. Lithuania, he added, is 
extremely : rich in. marine petrifactions, chiefly 
in thofe which are common in the Baltib; 
of thefe the madrepores are the moft numerous, 
and amongft others the Corallinum Gothland** 
^cum is not uncommon, which is deferibed in the 
iirft volume of the Amcenitates Academicce* as 

extremely rare. « 

The next morning we vifited the manufacto- 
ries eftablifhed by the king in 17 7 6. They were 
carrying on in wooden fheds, built by Augus- 
tus TIL forftables, which were converted into 
temporary working, looms, and dwelling houfes 
fbr the accommodation of the manufacturers. It 
*W4S expefted that the whole eftablifhment would 
be foon removed to Loffona,a village near Grod- 
no, where convenient buildings, conftruCting kt 
the king's expence, were nearly fluilhed. The 
principal ihanufaCtures are cloth ^nd camlets, 
linen and cottons, filk fluffs, embroidery, filk 
Iteckings, hats, lace, fire arms, needles, cards, 

•P. 211. 
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bleaching wax, and carriages. The country fur-r 
niflies fufficient wool, flax, hemp, beavers hair, 
and wax, for the fupply of the manufactories 
which employ thofe commodities ; but the filk f 
cotton, iron, colours, gold and filver for the 
embroidery, and fine thread from JJruffels for thp 
lace, are imported, 

Thefe manufa&ories employ 3,000 perfons, in«* 
eluding thofe diiperfed in, the contiguous villages, 
who fpin linen and worfted, Seventy foreigner^ 
direft the different branches ; the reft are natives 
belonging to the king's demefnes. The appren- 
tices are the= children of Polifli peafants, who arp 
clothed and fed, arid have befides a final! allow? 
.ance in money. The dire&prs complain that 
there is no emulation among them, and that, alf 
though better fed and clothed than the other 
peafants, yet they cannot excite them to induftry 
hy any other pieans than force. Nor is this a mat* 
; Jer of wonder ; for they {till continue in a ftate 
of fervitude, and are apprehensive, left they £boul4 
be deprived of their profits j it has frequently 
Jiappened, that any little pittance gaiped by,th£Jf 
labour, has been wrefted from them, in order to 
pay the quit-rents which their parents owed to 
their lords. One of thefe apprentices,^ iriore 
fhrewd than the reft, faid to the director, who. 
was trying to ftimulate her induftry, " What ad- 
vantage ihall I obtain if I follow your advice ? 
•....>*> * ' let 
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let me become ever fp flcilful in my trade, I fliall 
always continue fubjeft tp my mafter ; the labour 
will be mine, and the profits his." Moft of 
them appeared with a fettled melancholy in 
their countenances, and they evidently work* 
ed from compulfion, not from inclination. As 
fome remedy to this evil, it has been propofed, 
jtfter a certain term of years, to give liberty to 
thofe who particularly excel, and diftinguiflv 
themfelves by extraordinary exertions. But this 
humane propofal has been rejected, from a notion 
that fuch perfonsi once free, would no longer 
^continue to work ; and that by thefe means the 
naanufa&ories v would be deprived of the beft 
hands. Though this inconvenience might occa- 
sionally take place; yet tJpie encouragement of 
fuch a regulation,' by exciting alacrity and indus- 
try, would create a greater number of artifts than 
it would emancipate. 

Thefe manufactories are ftill in their infancy ; 
but the inftitution refle&s a confiderable luftre 
)ipon the royal founder; more particularly as his 
jattention was not withdrawn from them during 
the ciyil convulsions which lately ihook his 
£hrone, 

On the firft evening of our arrival at Grodno, 

a Poljfh nobleman, to whom we were introduced 

by Mr. Gillibert, invited us to fupper with great 

frankuefi and cordiality. After an hour's con^ 

variation, 
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verfation, he cdnfigned us to the care, of his wife 
and retired ; nor did he again make his appear- 
ance the whole evening. This feeming inatten- 
tion, fo contrary to the j>olitenefs of the invitar 
tion, occasioned at firft fome fufprize; but we 
afterwards found, that good manners equally di- 
re6bed his behaviour in both inftances. Having 
before our arrival invited fome Polifli gentlemen 
to fup with him, who could not converfe in 
French, and who drank freely, he juftly thought 
that we ihould pafs a more agreeable evening 
with the ladies. We had a fmall party at flip- 
per, which was chearful and agreeable ; for the 
Poles are a lively people, and the women in ge- 
neral amiable and well bred. 

-We dined the following day with count Ty- 
fenhaufen vice-chancellor of Lithuania ; it was 
an ele6tion-dinner previous to^the dietine, which 
was to affemble at Grodno, to chiife reprefenta- 
tives for the apprbaching diet. There were eighty 
nobles at table, all, a few excepted, in their na^' 
tional drefs, and with their heads fliaved in the 
Polifh fafhion. Before dinner they faluted the'" 
count with great refpeft, fome kiffing the hem of 
his garment, .others {looping down and embrac- 
ing his legs. 

In the evening the count gave a ball> conclud- 
ed by an elegant fupper. The company amufed 
themfelves \iith Polifli -and Englifh country 

dances. 
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dances. The Poliili dances are fimple, but not 
deficient in grace, accompanied by a moft pleaf- 
ing air : the company ftand ia pairs ; the firft 
man leads his partner round the room in a kind 
of ftep not much unlike that of a minuet^ he then 
quite her hand, makes a finall circle, joins hands 
again, and repeats the fame mbvements until the 
conclufion. The fecond couple began as foon as 
the firft had advanced a few fteps, and was quickly 
followed by the remainder, fo that all the par- 
ties glided after one another at thfe fame time. 
The Poles are very fond of this dance : although 
it has little variety, they continued it for half an 
hour without intermiflion, and frequently re- 
newed it during the courfe of the evening. The 
intervals were filled with Englifh country dances, 
which they performed with equal expertnefs, and 
and with no lefs delight. An elegant flipper, to 
which only a fele& party was invited, agreeably 
concluded the entertainment of the day. 

The count politely preffed us to continue fome 
time at Grodno, and take up our abode in his 
Jioufe ; but being anxious to arrive at Peterfburgh 
before the commencement of the winter, we declin- 
ed the invitation, which we fliould otherwife have 
accepted with pleafure. Some of the company, 
however, kindly endeavoured to detain us by 
privately defiling the coach-maker employed in 
jpf nding oxxj carriage to execute the commifiion 

y "in 
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in a dilatory manner, and although we accident- 
ally difcovered this projeft, we did not obtain the 
neceffary repairs without the moft urgent remon- 
ftrances. To fpare our acquaintance the trouble of 
making, and ourfelves the pain of rejecting, any 
further felicitations, we deemed it expedient to 
depart in the night without apprifing any one of 
©urdefign. 

It was our intention to proceed to Vilna ; but 
&s this was the time of electing nuntios, the 
poftmafter informed us, that for wantofhorfes 
we ihould be delayed at fome wretched village ; 
we therefore unwillingly altered our route, and 
to our great difappointmerit, as we much wiihed 
to vifit the capital of Lithuania, 
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CHAP. 7. 

Continuation of the tour through the duchy of Lithuania,— Num- 
ber of Jews.— Badnefs of the roads and want of accommodations*— 
Clofe of the dietine at Minik.-— Poverty and wretchednefs of the 
natives.— Comparative view of the Swifs and Polifh peaiants.— • 
Remarks on the Plica Polonica. 

# 

IN our route through Lithuania we were ftruck 
with the fwarms of Jews, who, though very 
numerous in every other part of Poland, feem to 
have fixed their head-quarters in this duchy. If 
you aik for an interpreter, they bring you a Jew ; 
if you come to an, inn,, the landlord is a Jew ; if 
you want poft^horfes, a Jew procures them, and 
a J'ew drives them ; if you wifli to purchafe, a 
Jew is your agent : this perhaps is the only coun* 
try in Europe where Jews cultivate the ground ; 
and we frequently law them engaged in fowing, 
reaping, mowing, and other works of huflmndry. 
Tlje roads in Lithuania are entirely neglected, 
being little better than by-paths winding through 
the thick foreft without the leaft degree of arti- 
ficial direftion : they are frequently fo narrow as 
fcarcely to admit a carriage ; continually ob- 
ftru&ed by ftumps and roots of trees, and in many 
parts fo exceedingly fandy, that eight fmall 
hoxfeacould fcarcely drag us. along. The poftilion^ 

• were 
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were frequently boys of ten or twelve years of 
age, hardy lads, who rode pofts of twenty and 
even thirty Englifh miles without a faddle, and 
with fcarcely any covering except a fhirt and a 
pair of linen drawers. The bridges acrofe the 
rivulets were fo weakly conftru&ed, and fo old, 
jhat they feemed ready to crack with the weight 
of the carriage, and we thought ourfelves for- 
, tunate in paffing them without an accident. 

Some travellers have remarked, that the forefts, 
through which our route lay, are fet on fire by 
lightning or other natural caufes, and blaze for 
a confiderable time. We at firft conceived this 
reprefentation to be well-founded, as we difco- 
- vered in many parts evident traces of extend ve 
conflagrations. On inquiry, however, we were 
informed, that the peafants, being obliged an- 
nually to furnifh their landlords with a certain 
quantity of turpentine, burn the trunks of the 
pines while (landing, and catch it as it oozes from 
the Items* We obferved few trees without marks 
of fire upon them : fotne were quite black, and 
nearly charred to cinder; fome half-burnt ; others 
' confiderably fcorched, but continuing to vege- 
tate. 

Auguft 15. After twenty hours inceffant tra- 
velling we arrived late in the evening at Bielitza, 
which is diftant ninety miles from Grodno, and 
. fet out before xlay-break ; anxious to reafch Minfk 

-' on 
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on the morning of r the 17th, when a dietine for 
the ele^ion of nuntios was to be affembled. We 
ftopped a ihort time at Novogrodec, which is all 
built of wood, except two or three ruinous brick- 
houfes, a convent that belonged to the Jefuits, 
and fome mouldering ftone-walls furrounding a 
fmall eminence, crooned with the remains of an 
old citadel. Near Novogrodec we pafled a large 
number of barrows, which the peafants call 
Swedifli, bujying-places. In this part the coun-r 
try was lefs fandy, of a richer foil, and fomewhat 
diverfified with hill and dale : -the folitary extent 
of the forefts was more than ufually interfpeifed 
with villages, and dotted with fields of pafture, 
in-which we obferved numerous herds of cattle. 

On our arrival at the fmall village of Mir, we 
found that our original intention of reaching 
Minfk by the next mopring was fc^rcely practi- 
cable, even if wt continued Our journey during 
the night. The diftance was between fixty and 
feventy miles, the night extremely dark, the roads 
bad ; and we were informed, that we fliould be 
obliged to crofs feveral bridges not pafiable evet* 
in the day without the utmoft. circumfpe&ion. 
Our defire therefore of being prefent at the elec- 
tion of nuntios gave, way to thefe fugg^ftions, 
and we facrificed the gratification: of our curiofitv 
to the confiderations of perfonal fafcty. The 
pleafures of Mir certainly offered no induce : 
' ment 
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ment for delay : the poverty of the inhabitants 
denied a fcanty fupply of the moft ordinary ire- 
freihments ; the higheft entertainment which the 
place afforded being a fufpenfion of the dangers 
of travelling/ and the fum of our comforts an 
intermiffion of fatigue. 

The badnefs of bur accommodations at Mir 
led us to confider Minfk (where we arrived on 
the evening of the 1 7th) as the feat of tafte and 
luxury. We there experienced' comforts to which 
we had lately been ftrangers ; a neat white-wafhed 
room with a brick floor, no fleas or flies, plenty 
of clean ftraw, good bread, and frefh meat. Af- 
ter a refrefhing night's reft, we fallied forth the 
next morning to the refedory of the Jefuits 
monaftery, where the nuntios had been chofen on 
%he preceding day. We had fome difficulty in ' 
gaining admittance; until a perfon, who appeared 
to be a man of confequence, inquired, in the Ger- 
man language, our country and bufinefs. An- 
swering that we were three Engiifh gentlemen, 
defirous of feeing every thing worthy of obfcr- 
vation, he expreffed much furprize at the plain- 
nefs of our dtefs, particularly at our want of 
fwords. " In Poland," he faid, " every gentleman 
wears his fabre as a badge of his rank, never appear- 
ing in public without it ; and I advife you to ob- 
ferve this cuftom as long as you continue in this 
country, if you wiih to be confidered as gentle* 



men." 
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men." Thanking him for his advice, we accom- 
panied him into the refe&ory, where we found 
the majority t)f the dietine ftill afiembled, though 
not upon national bufinefs ; in plain Englifh, they 
were engaged in drifiking, a no lefs eflential ap- 
pendage of a Polifli than a Britiih eie&iom One 
perfon, whom they feemed to treat with * de- 
ference, was conflantly employed in delivering 
drams to the ele&6rs, who were (landing in dif- 
ferent parts of the room* many ceremonies pafle4 
at every circulation of the glafs ; they touched 
their breads, (looped towards the ground, *nd 
drank the nuntios' and each other's health with 
great folemnity. Several of the Poiiih gentlemen 
converted with me in Latin : they, informed me, 
that every palatinate is divided into & certain num- 
ber of diflri&s, and that each diftrift ehufes two 
nuntios. I tiked whether the election of the dif* 
tri& of Minik had been contefted j they told me* 
that three candidates had offered. I then in- 
quired whether the ele&ed nuntios were of the 
king's party, and they anfwered, " We have in 
this inftance complied with his majefty's recom- 
mendation." "You have afted," I replied, "with 
great propriety ; is he not la good prince ?" ° A 
good prince.!" returned the Poles, " yes, the nioft 
excellent .that ever filled a throne." 

Minflc is a large place : two churches, and the 
monaftery which belonged to the Jefuits, are con- 
voy. I. r ftructed 
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ftru&ed of brick, and the remaining buildings, 
though ; of wood, have a neater, look than the 
generality of dwellings in this country. Return- 
ing to fcttr inn, we received an invitation to din-: 
ner from a Polifh count:. but as the weather ap- 
peaked favourable, as. our carriage was at the 
door, and all things prepared for our immediate 
departure,; we determined to telinquiih an oppor- 
tunity, of Oopml enjoy rasnt for "the expediency of 
Jurfuing opr: journey. . . * 
., Augujft i&. We were confiderably fatigued 
with pur jpurney from Minfk to Smolewitzo, 
vhiqlv though fcarcely thirty miles, yet on ac- 
count of the badnefe of the roads and unexpe&ed 
delays, employed us near twelve hours. The 
weather was cold and rainy, the wind high, the 
roads worfe than ufual, and the evening proved 
extremely dark. We were almoft beginning to 
delpair of reaching our deftined ftation ; \yhen a, 
noife of folding doors thrown open, and the rat- 
tling of our carriage upon a wodden floor, an- 
nounced our arrival. The leathern blinds of the 
carriage being clofely fattened down, to exclude 
the \*rind and rain, we were for a few moments 
held in fufpenfe into what kind of. place we 
were admitted.^ Alighting, wer foutoiL ourfelves 
in the middle of a large barn or flied, Ut the ftu> 
ther end of which we defcried two large pines, 
with all their branches, in full blaze upoira hearth 
"+* 'without 
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without a chimney : round it feveral figures, in 
full black robes, and with long beards, were em* 
ployed m ftirring a 'great cauldron fufpended 
oyer the flame. A belief in witchcraft, or a lit-* 
tie fuperftition, might eafily have reprefented 
this party k as a group of magicians engaged 
in celebrating fome myftic rites ; but, on nearei 
infpe&ioh, we recognifed our old friend* 
the Jews, preparing their and our evening re-? 
paii 

We fet out the next morning before day-break, 
4s was our ufual cuftom, • having no inducement 
to remain any longer than was absolutely necef- 
fary in thefe hovels, abounding in. vermin, and in 
which filth and wretchednefs are united. Near 
Bctfifow we crofled the Bcrezyna, which has been' 
erroneoufly laid down by feme modern geogra* 
phers, as forming the new boundary between 
Ruflia and Poland, and on the other fide of the 
town pafled a camp of '2,000 Ruffian troops, who 
were marching to Warfaw. 

At Borifow the Jews procured us ten. horfes* 
arid placed them all in two rows, fix next thi 
carriage, and four in front *. It jtequfred muck 
ingenuity to contrive this arrangement. Tfee tw<* 
middle horfes in the hinder row werfe hafcefied £1 
ufaal to the fpliirter-bars ; the two iext were 

* The uiual method of hamefling waj by placing four a-brealt 
and two in the forcmoft row. ** 

:1 R2 fattened 
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faftencd to the extremities of the axle-tree; which \ 
projte&ed confiderably on each fide beyond the 
boxes of the fore- wheels ; ahd the two outermoft 
in the fame manner, by means of long ropes, to 
the hinder axle-tree: the four horfes in front 
were harneffed to the pole and to the fplinter- 
bars of the pole. Well affured that horfes, ranged 
in this primitive manner, would require more 
fpace than the narrow roads of Poland generally 
afford, we endeavoured to perfuade the drivers 
to place them in pairs ; but fuch was their obfti- 
nacy or want of comprehenfion, that we could 
not prevail. We therefore unloofed two horfes 
from the hindermoft row,- and for that permiflioa 
tvere obliged to compound for leaving the re- 
maining eight in their original pofition. In this 
ftianner we proceeded ; but ftill found great dif- 
ficulty in forcing our way through the wiidernefs, 
which was fo overgrown with thick underwood, 
Us ifi many parts fcarcely to admit the breadth of 
an ordinary damage. In fome places we were 
Obliged to take, off two, in others four of the 
horfes, and not unfrequently alighted, to affift in 
removing fallen trees, in direfting the horfes 
through the winding paths, and finding a new 
track alftng the aim oft impenetrable foreft. 
-In various parts- of the foreft, we obferved 
Circular ranges of boards fixed to feveral trees 
twelve feet from^he ground, and projecting three 

from 
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from the trunk.! On great hunting parties, lad- 
ders are placed againft thefefcaffoldings, and the 
hunters, if clofely preffed by a bear, afcend the 
ladder, andfflraw it up after them : the bear, al- 
though an excellent climber, is Hopped in his 
afcent by the projeftion of the boards. 

We were happy at length to reach Naitza, 
although we took up our {tation in one of the 
mod wretched of all the wretched cottages we 
had yet entered. The only article of furniture 
was a fmall table, and the only utenfil a broken 
earthen pot, in which our repaft was prepared; 
and which ferved us alfo for dirties and plates. We 
ate our meagre fare by the light of a thin lath of 
deal, five feet in length, which was (luck into a 
crevice of the wainfcot, and hung over the table : 
this lath, thanks to the turpentine contained in 
it, ferved us inftead of a candle, of which there 
was not one to be found in the whole village of 
Naitza. It is furprizing, that the carelefs me- 
thod of ufing thefe lights is not oftner attended 
with dreadful effe&s; for the cottagers carry 
them about the houfe with fuch little caution, 
that we frequently obferved fparks to drop upon 
the ftraw which was prepared for our beds : nor 
were we able, by the ftrongeft expreffion of f^ar, 
to awaken in them the ilighteft degree of circum* 
fpe&ion. For lbme time after entering this 
country, we ufed to flart up with no fmall emo~ 

r 3 tion 
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tion to extinguish the fparks ; but, fucb is the 
irrefiftible influence of cuftom, we became at laft 
perfe&ly infenfible to the danger of this practice, 
and caught all the indifference of tjy natives. I 
pnce even fo far forgot myfejf as to hold a lighted 
flick over an heap of ft raw, while I was negligently 
fearching for fome t jiflle. This fupinenefs, which 
I eafily acquired in this inftance, convinced me 
(if I may compare fmall things to great), that I 
eould live with the inhabitants at the foot of 
Mount Vefuvius, without dread of an eruption ; 
0r fit unconcerned with the natives of Cpnftap* 
tinople amid the devaftations of the plague. 

-It is inconceivable how few are the wa,nts of 
the Lithuanian peafants ! Their carts are put to- 
gether without iron ; their bridles and traces are 
generally plaited from the bark of trees, or com- 
pofed of twifted branches. They have no other 
tool but a hatchet, to conftru& their huts, their , 
furniture, and carts. Their drefs is a thick linen 
ihirt and drawers, a long coarfe drugget coat, 
or-a flieepfkin cloak, a round black^felt cap lined 
with wool, and ftioes made from the bark of trees. 
Their huts are built with trunks of trees heaped 
on each other, and look lik§ piles of tyood in 
whaifs with penthoufe roofs, flow unlike the 
Swifs cottages, though formed with the fame ma- 
terials ! Nor are their houfes more diffimilar than 

their mannas. The ftriking difference between 

"... the 
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the Swift and Polifl* peaffcnts, in their very air 
and deportment, ftrongly marks the contrail of 
their refpe6tive governments. The Swift are open, 
frank* rough, but ready to ferve you ; they nod 
their heads, or flightly pull off their hats as you 
pafs by, but expe& a return of civility, they 
are roufed by the leaft rudene&, and are, not in- 
fulted with impunity. On the contrary, the Po- 
liih peafants are cringing and fervile in their ex-, 
prefiiofts of re(pe&: they bowed down to the 
ground, took off their hats or caps, holding them 
in their hands till we were out of fight, and 
Hopped their carts on the firft glimpfe of our car- 
riage ; in fhort, their whple behaviour gave evi- 
dent fymptoms of abjeft fervitude. Yet liberty 
is as often the fubjeft of encomium in Poland as 
in Switzerland ; but how different are its opera- 
tions in the two countries ! In the one it is equally 
diffufed, and fpreads comfort and happinefs 
through the whole community ; in the other it 
centers in a few, and is in reality the worft fpe- 
cies of defpotifm *. 

In our progrefs through this country we ob- 
ferved feveral perfons with matted or clotted hair 
which arifes from a diforder called Plica Polo- 
nica : it receives that denomination* becaufg it is 
confidered as peculiar to Poland ; although It is 
not unfrequent in Hungary, Tartary, and feveral 

• Written when Switzerland was free. 
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adjacent nations* and inftances of it aifc occa- 
iionally found in other countries. 

According to the obfervations of Dr. Vicat, an 
ingenious Swifs phyfician long refident in Poland, 
who has publiflied a fatilsfa&ory treatife * on this 
fubje& ; the Plica Potonica proceed* from an 
acrid vifcous humour, penetrating into the 
hair t • it then exudes from its fides or extre- 
mities, and clots the whole together, either in 
feparate folds, or in one undiftinguiflied m&fs. 
, The fymptoms, more or lefs violent, according 
to the conftitution of the patient, or malignity 
' of the difeafe, are itchings, fwelUngs, eruptions, 
• ulcers, intermitting fevers, pains in the head, 
langour, lownefs of fpirits, rheumatifm, gout>; 
fometimes convitffions, palfy, and madnefs. Thefe 
fymptoms gradually decreafe as the hair becomes 
affe&ed. If the head of the patient be fhaved, he 
relapfes into all the dreadful complaints which 
preceded the eruption of the Plica ; and conti- 
nues to labour pnder them, until a frefh growth 
of hair abforbs the acyid humour. This diforder 
is thought hereditary, • and is proved to be conr 
tagious when in a virulent ftate f 

* Memoire far farPlique Polonolic. 

f The dilatation of (he hair is fojnethnes fo cpniiderable as to 
contain globules of blood > this circumftance, which however very 
rifely happens, has probably given rife to the notion, that by cutting 
. #F fhe hair tfie paficirt Weed* to dejtfb, * 

Many 
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Many phyfical caufes are fuppofed to concur 
in rendering the Plica more frequent in thefe re- 
gions than in other parts ; but it would be endlefs 
to enumerate the various conje&ures with which 
each perfon has fupported his favourite hypo* 
thefis : the mod probable are thofe afligned by 
Dr. Vicat. The firft caufe is the nature of the 
Folifli air, which is rendered infalubrious by nu- 
merous woods and morafles, and occasionally 
derives an uncommon keennefs, even in the midft 
of fummer, trom the pofition of the Carpathian 
mountains : for the fouthern and fouth-eafterly 
winds, which ufually convey warmth in other 
regions, are here chilled in their paffage over their 
fnowy fummits. The fecond is unwholefome wa- 
ter: for although Poland is pot deficient in good 
fprings, yet the common people ufually drink 
that which is taken indifcriminately from rivers, 
lakes, and even ftagnant pools. The third caufe 
is the grofs inattention of the natives to clean- 
linefs ; for experience ihews, that thofe who are 
not negligent in their perfons and habitations, 
are Ids liable to be affii&ed with the plica. Thus 
perfons of higher rank are lefs fubjeft to this dif- 
order than thofe of inferior ftations ; the inhabi- 
tants of large towns than thofe of fmall villages ; 
the free peafants than thofe in an abfolute ftate 
of vaflalage ; the natives of Poland Proper than 
thofe of Lithuania. In a word, the Plica Polonica 

appears 
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appears to be a contagious diftemper, which, 
like the teprofy, (tiU prevails a&ong a people 
ignorant in medicine, and inattentive to check 
its pcegtefs ; but is rarely known in thofe coun- 
tries :where due precautions * are t^ken to pre- 
vent its propagation. 

* Its contagion is probably prevented from fpreading among 
the Ruffian* by theufe of the vapour bath. 
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BOOK III. 

CHAP. i. 

Entrance into Rnflia.— Limits and account of the provu 

• bered from Poland.— Cheapnefs of the poft.— Journey to Smo* 

lenikod— Hiftory and Defcription of Smolenlko.— rDivine fervice 

in the cathedral,— Vifitto the bifhopv-— Dinner with a juclge.— 

Journey to Mofcow*— Peafents.*-Their drefs, cottages, food, &c. 

AUGUST 20. We entered ftuffia at the 
fmaU village of Tohtziu, which in 17 74 
belonged to Poland ; but it is now comprised in 
the portion of country ceded by the late parti* 
tiori treaty. The province allotted^ to Ruffia 
comprifes Polifti Livonia; that part of the pala- 
tinate of Polotfk which lies to the eaft of the 
Duna, the palatinates of Vitepfk, Mieiflaw, and 
two fmaU portions to the north-eaft and fouth- 
eaft of the palatinate of Minfk ; this traft of land 
(Polifh Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Ruffia, and includes at leaft one third of Li- 
thuania. • . • 

The Ruffian limits of the new province are 
formed by the Duna, from its mouth to above 
Vitepfk ; from thence by a ftraight line running 
dfoe&ly fouth to the fource of the Drug near To* 
litzin, by the Drug to its jua&ion with the 

Dnieper, 
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Dnieper, and laftly, by the Dnieper to the point 
where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now 
divided into the two governments of Polotfk and 
Mohilef; the population amounts to 1,600,000 
fouls; its productions are chiefly grain, hemp, 
flax, and pafture ; its forefts furnifh great abun- 
dance of mads, planks, alfo oak for fliip-build- 
"itig, pitch and tar, which are chiefly fent down 
the Duna to Riga. 

At ToliUin we were greatly aftoniflied at the 
cheapnefs of the poft-horfes, and when our fer- 
vant had difcharged the firft account^ which 
amounted to only two copecs, qf about a penny 
a verft* for each horfe, we fhouid have concluded 
that he had' cheated the poft-mafter, had we not 
been well convinced, from the general chara&er 
of the Ruffians, that they were not likely to be 
duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon afterwards 
difcovered, that even half of the charge, which 
we thought fo extremely moderate, might have 
been faved, had we obtained an order from the 
Ruffian embaffador at Warfaw, 

From Tolitain, through the new government 
of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and of con* 
fiderable breadth* with a double row of trees 
planted on each fide, and ditches to drain off 
the water. We paffed through feveral wretched 
villages* ferried at Orfa over the Dnieper, there 

• Three quarters of a mife. 
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only a fmatt river, vent through Dubrofiba, and* 
arrived in the evening at Lady. The country 
from Tolitain to Lady is waving and fomewhat 
hilly, abounds with forefts, and produces corn, 
millet, hemp, and: flax. In the largeft villages 
we obferved' fchools and other buildings, son* 
ftru&ing at the expence of the emprds, aka 
churches with domes, intended for the r&dtifo 
diffidents of the Greek fed, and the Rufiidns, 
who chufe to fettle in the country. 

Xady is fituated in the government df Smo* 
tenflco, and, before the late difmemberment, was a 
Ruffian frontier town : we took up our quarters at} 
the poft-houfe, where we procured a comfortable 
apartment. Thefe poft-houfes, which frequently 
occur on the high-roads of Ruffia, are moftly 
conftru&ed upon the fame plan, and extremely 
convenient for the accommodation of travellers : 
they are large fquare wooden buildings, en£lof« 
ing a fpacious court-yard ; in the center of thq 
front is a range of apartments intended for the 
reception of travellers, with a gateway on each 
fide leading into the court-yard; the remainder 
of the front is appropriated to the ufe of the 
poft-mafter and his fervants, the otbex' three fides 
of the quadrangle are divided into ftables and 
flieds for carriages, and large barns for hay and 
corn. We were agreeably furprized, even in this 
remote place, to meet with fame Engliih ftrong 
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» diflies of Wedgewfcdd's ware. The luxury erf 
deiti itei^tfor on* tads was bo fcdalL additions to 
thefe c€nnfert». ( ; 

Calling! for our biliin the morning, we found 
our change as cefeforiable as the entertainment was 
goad. • The fetis&dbn we expreffed at aip re- 
cttptiHn, perhaps > induced the ffectietary (as the 
pbft-'indfter hiihfdf was abfent) to think us pro* 
per fubje&s of iifipofttkm. The diftance to the 
nest H^tion was a about ten miles, and thefecre- 
tary demanded three times the fum allowed by the 
public regulations^ under pretence of our not 
berag provided with an order for pofi>horfes. 
We hinted fome furpfcize at this charge: this in- 
timation, though conveyed in the mildeft terms, 
wasrairftfered with r pxpreffions of contempt and 
defiance-; he ord&edt; the horfes again into the 
ftafeie, and declared we fliould not ftir from the 
plaice until we difcharged the full fum. Though 
we might eaftly have been prevailed upon by the 
flighteft apology to fubmit to the imposition, w6 
ietennined to chaftife his infolence. We repair- 
ed to the director of the cuftom-houfe, and were 
immediately admitted : to our great fatisfa&ioii 
bespoke Germany and after fiearifig our cafe, 
told utfy that the Ruffian had demanded treble 
the* fan* he was intitted to; he affured us we 
fliould receive in&tnt redrefe, and that the of: 
; - fender 
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fender fliould be ptmHhed. ' tewing difpatcbed 
a meflenger, to wham he whifpered a pritate or- 
der, he defired us to waithrs! rdturn, aild offered 
us coffee. While we were drinking it, lie gave us 
much information relative to the Ruffian poft$ 
added Several hints, which * Afterward* proved 
Angularly ufefuj, and advifed us to procure an 
order for horfes ftbm the governor of Smolen- 
fka In the inidft . of this converfation a Car* 
riage drove to the door, which we perceived tor 
be our own, with all things ready for out imme- 
diate departure : the poft-mafter's fecretary made 
at the fame time his appearance in a fubmiffive 
attitude ; we interceded with the director for hisf 
back, and obtained a promife that he fhould only 
be reprimanded. After making thofe acknow- 
ledgments to the frien&Vp director, which we** 
due to his politenefs, we took our leave, and,pro* 
ceeded on our journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that the 
excellent new road terminated at Lady : it wa* 
feme fetisfa&ion, however, that the regaining' 
parts from thence to Smotenfko proved far fupe- 
rior to thofe we had encountered in the Lithua- 
nian forefta* The villages were aa exa& eoan* 
terpart to thofe we had quitted, and exhibited at 
repetition of fcenes already detailed. The Ru£* 
fians differ widely in their appearance and dxefs 
from the Polijffx pea&ats, The moft ftukimg 

contraft 
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Contraft arifes from the method of wearing their 
hair: the Ruffians, infiead of {having their 
heads, let their hair hang over the /eye -brows 
arid ears, and cut it fhort round the neck. 
The country was undulating and hilly, and more 
open than ufual until we arrived within a few 
miles of Smolenfko ; when we plunged into a 
thick foreft, which continued almoft to the gates 
of the town, without the intervention of a (ingle 
village, or fcarceiy of a fingle cottage. 

In I40S, Smolenfko, which belonged to the 
Ruffians, was befieged and taken by Vitoldus, 
and, together with the whole province, united 
to the duchy of Lithuania *. During the inve- 
terate enmity which fubfifted between the Ruf- 
fians and Poles, Smolenfko was a place of great 
importance ; though only fortified according to 
the cuftom of the titoe, partly with ramparts of 
earth and ditches, and partly with pallifa- 
deres, and a wooden citadel f ; thefe fortifications 
wer6, however, fufficiently ftrong to refift the 
defiiltpry attacks of undifciplined troops, and 
it was »t different intervals ineffectually befieged, 
until the beginning of the 1 6th century, Vaffili 
Ivanovitch great duke of Mofcovy obtained 
poffeffion by corrupting the garrifon. It conti- 
nued in the hands of the Ruffians above a cen- 

4 * Dlugoflius, lib. X. p. 104. ct feq. 
t R«rum Mofc. Au&, p. 5a. Maycrberg Iter. Mofc. p. 74. 

tury, 
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tury, in the fame fimple ftyle of defence. At 
length the importance of its fituation near the 
frontiers of Poland, and the improvements in 
the art of war, induced Boris Godunof, prime 
• ininifter, and brother-in-law of the tzar Feodor 
Ivanovitch, to furround it with a wall : he came 
in perfon to Smoleniko, and aflifted in tracing 
the fite of the fortifications, which he lived to 
fee completed in his own reign*, and which ftill 
Tubfift. Thefe additional ramparts, however, did 
-not prevent Sigifmond ill. king of Poland, from 
taking the town in 1 6 1 1 ; and by the truce of 
Dfevelina in 1 6 1 8, the poffeffion wa3 confirmed 
to Poland. In 1654 it was again reduced by 
Alexfey Michaelovitch ;.and in 1 686 finally ceded 
to Ruffia at the peace of Mofco w f . 

Smolenfko, though by no means the moft 
magnificent, is by far the moft Angular town I 
have ever feen. It is fituated upon the river 
Dnieper, and occupies two hills, and the inter- 
vening valley. It is furrounded by walls thirty 
feet high and fifteen in thicknefs ; the lower part ' 
of ftone, and the upper of brick: tliefe wall^ 
which follow the fhape of the frills, and enclofe 
a circumference of feven verfts^;, have, at every 
angle, round or fquare towers of two or three 

, 

• S. R. G. vol. V. p. 94. Lengnich, jus Pub. v» I. p< 46. 
•f- Lengnich, vol. I. p. 47. 
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ftories, much broader at top than at bottom, and 
covered with circular roofs of wood. The inter- 
vals are ftudded with fmaller turrets ; on the out- 
fide of the wall is a broad deep ditch, regular co- 
vered way with traverfes and glacis, and wTiere 
, the ground is higheft, are redoubts in the mo- 
dern ftyle of fortification. In the middle of the 
town is an eminence, upon which ftands the ca- 
thedral ; from whence I had a moft pi6lurefque 
view of the town, interfperfed within the circuit 
of the walls, with gardens, groves> copfes, fields 
of pafture, and corn. The buildings are moftly 
Wooden, of one ftory (many no better than cot- 
tages) excepting here and there a gentleman's 
hotife, which is called a palace, and feveral 
churches, conftru&ejd of brick and ftuccoed. 
One long broad (beet, which is paved, interfe&s 
the whole length of the town in a ftraight line ; 
the other ftreets wind in circular dire&ions, and 
are floored with planks. The walls^ ftretching 
over the uneven fides 9f the hills till they reach 
the banks of the Dnieper, their antient ftyle of 
Archite6hire, and grotefque towers ; the fpires of 
churches fhooting above the trees, which are 
lb numerous as almoft to conceal the buildings 
from view ; the appearance of meadows and ara* 
. ble ground ; all thefe pbjefts blended together 
exhibit a fcene of the moft fuxgular and con- 
trafted kind On the further fide of the X>n|pi 

per 
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per many ftraggling wooden houfes form the 
fuburbs, and are joined to the town by a wooden 
bridge. As far as I could colle& from vague 
information, Smolenfko contains 4,000 inhabi- 
tants : it has no manufactures, but carries on fom6 
commerce with the Ukraine, Dantzic, and Riga* 
The principal articles of trade are flax, hemp, 
honey, wax, hides, hogs' bridles, mails, planks, 
and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkonflri 
near the fource of the Volga, about loo miles 
from Smolenfko, paffes by Smolenfko and Mohi- 
lef, feparates the Ukraine from Poland, flows by 
JKiof, and falls into the Black-fea between Ot- 
chakof and Kinburn. By the acquifition of the 
province of Mohilef, the whole courfe is now 
included within the Ruffian territories. It be- 
gins to be navigable at a little diftance abov* 
Smolenfko ; but ift fome feafons of the year is fo 
lhaliow near the town, that the goods muft b4 
tranfported on rafts and fihall flat^bottomed 

feoats. 

Having occafion for a new pafl|>oft and art 
order for horfes, we called upon the governor, 
in company with a Ruffian ftudent, who fpok£ 
Latin, for our interpreter. The governor being 
fit church, *we repaired to the cathedral, and 
waited until the conchifion of divine fervic** 
The cathedral is a ftately building, ereaed cm 

s 2 * the 
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the fpot where formerly ftood the palace of the 
antient dukes of Smoleniko. The infide walls 
are covered with* coarfe paintings reprefenting 
-our Saviour, the Virgin, and a variety of Saints, 
which abound in the Greek calendar. The 
fhrine, or fan&uary, into which only the priefts 
are admitted, is feparated from the body of the 
church by a fcreen with folding doors, and or- 
namented with twilled pillars of the Corinthian 
order, richly carved and gilded. 

The worfhip feemed to confift of innumerable 
ceremonies : the people croffed themfelves without 
ceafing, bowed towards the flirine and to each 
other, and even touched the ground with their 
heads. The bifliop of ^Smolenfko performed the 
fervice ; he was a venerable figure, with white 
flowing hair and long beard ; he was drefled in 
rich epifcopal robes, and had a crown on his head. 
The folding doors were occafionally opened and 
clofed with great pomp and folemnity whenever 
the bifhop retired within, or came forth to blefs 
the people. At the conclusion of the fervice, the 
doors being thrown open, the bifliop advanced 
with a chandelier in each hand, one containing 
three, and the other two lighted candles, which 
he repeatedly crofied over each other in different 
direftions ; and then waving them towards the 
congregation, concluded with a final benedic- 
tion. Thefe chandeliers, as I am Informed, are 

fymbolical; 
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fymbolical, one alludes to the Trinity, and the 
other to the two natures of Chrift. 

At the end of theferyice, we prefented ourfelves 
to the governor, wfio, to our furprize, received 
us with an air of coldnefs, which made fuch an 
impreflion on our interpreter, that he could not 
utter a fingle word. At length a gentleman in 
the governor's train accofted us in French, and 
inquired our bufinefs. * Informing him that we 
were Englifli gentlemen who defired a paflport, 
and an order for horfes, he told us with a fmile, 
that the plainnefs of our drefles had raifed afuf- 
picion of our being tradefmen ; but he was not 
ignorant that Engliih gentlemen feldom wore 
lace or fwords on a journey ; an intimation 
which recalled to our recolle&ion the advice of 
our Polilh friend at Minfk. He then whifpered 
the governor, who inftantly affumed an appear- 
ance of complacency, and teftified an intention 
of complying with our requeft. 

This, matter being adjufted, the bifhop 
joined the company ; he had laid afide the coftly 
garments, in which he performed the fervice^ 
and was dreffed in a long black robe, a round 
black cap, and veil. He addreffed us in Latin, 
and invited us to his houfe. He led the way ; 
and we followed with the reft of the company to 
a commodious wooden building adjoining to the 
cathedral, On entering the apartment, the go* 

3 3 vernor 
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yerno? and Ruffian gentlemen kiffed his liand 
with great m^rkp of refpeft. After defiring all 
tjie company to fit, he diftinguiilied us by par- 
ticular attention; obferving, with much pojite* 
nefs, that our company gave him greater plea- 
fure, as he had never, fince his refidence at 
Smolenfko, received a vifit from any Englifli^ 
xnen, for whofe tiation he had the higheft refpe€t 
During this converfation a fervant fpread a cloth 
Vpon a fmall table, and placed upon it a plate of 
bread, fome fait, and fome flowers : another foln 
lowed with a falver of fmall glafles full of a trans- 
parent liquor. The bifhop bleffed the bread and 
Ae falver with great folemnity, and then took 
a glafs ; we thought it at firft a religious cere-* 
monv ; but were undeceived when the fervant$ 
offered the bread and falver to us as well as ta 
the reft of the company. Every one being ferv- 
ed, the bifhop drank all our healths, a comply 
jnent which the compapy returned with a bow, 
and inftantly emptied their glafles : we followed 
this example, and found the liquor to be a dram 
qf cherry-water. This preliminary being fet«? 
tied, we refunded our converfation with the bi- 
fhop, and aflced feveral queftions relative to the 
antient ftate of Smolenfko. He anfwered eveiy 
inquiry with great readinefs ; gave us a coacife 
account of the ftate of the town under its an- 
tieat dukes, and informed us that their palace 
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was fituated on the ipot now occupied by the 
cathedral, which was built by Feodor Mi- 
chaelovitch, brother of Peter the Great, and 
had been lately repaired and beautified. Af- 
ter half an hour's agreeable converfation, we took 
our leave, greatly pleafed with the politenefc and 
affability of the prelate. 

Our interpreter, then conduced us to the femi* 
nary, appropriated for the education of the cler- 
gy, in which the "Lathi, Greek, German, and 
Polifli languages are taught : the prieft who fhew- 
ed us the library talked Latin ; he introduced 
us into his chamber, and, according to the 
hofpitable cuftom of this country, offered us 
fome refrefliment, which eonfifted of cakes and 
mead. 

In the afternoon the Ruffian gentleman, who fo 
obligingly relieved us from our embarraffment be- 
fore the governor, kindly paid us a vifit, and in- 
vited us to dine with him on the following day. 
We accepted his invitation, and waited upon him 
at two, the ufual hour of dining : he was a judge, 
and lived in a wooden houfe provided by the 
court ; the rooms were fmall, but neatly furnifh- 
ed. The company eonfifted of the judger, hia 
wife and fifter, all of whom talked French : the 
ladies were clreffed in the French fafliion, with 
much rouge ; they did not curtfy ; but their mode 
of falute was to bow their heads very low. Be- 
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fore dinner liqueurs were handed about; each 
lady took a fmall glafs, and recommended the 
lame to us as favourable to digeftion. The table 
was neatly fet out, the dinner excellent, and 
ferved up in Englifh cream-coloured ware. Ber 
fides plain roaft and boiled meats, feveral Ruffian 
diihes were introclued ; one of thefe was a fallad 
compofed of mufhrooms and onions, and another 
the grain of green corn, baked and moiftened 
with fweet oil. Before we rofe from table, our 
hoft calling for a large glafs, filled a bumper of 
champagne, drank it off to our health, and then 
handed the glafs round. " This is an old cuftom," 
he faid, " and was meant as an e^preflion of xt- 
gard : the age is now grown delicate, and the 
free efFufions of hofpitality muft be fuppreifed by 
ceremony ; but I am an old-fafhioned man, and 
cannot eafily relinquilh the habits of my youth." 
A ft;er dinner we adjourned to anqther room, 
and played two or three rubbers of whift. 
ColVee and tea were brought in, and a plate of 
f wet-meals was handed round to the com- 
pany. At fix we took leave of our friendly 
hoft, and returned to our inn, if it may be called 
by that honourable appellation. This inft, the 
only one in the town, was a wooden building, in 
a ruinous ftate, formerly painted on the outfide. 
The apartment which we occupied had once been 
hung with paper, fragments of wjiich here and 
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there covered a fmall portion of the wainfcot, a 
patch work of old and new planks. The furni- 
ture confided of two benches and as many chairs, 
one without a bottom, and the other without a 
back ; a deal box ferved the purpofe of a table. 
We were inclined to conje&ure that there was a 
heavy tax upon air and light; for all the windows 
were clofed with planks, except one, which could 
not be opened, and could fcarcely be feen through, 
on account of the dirt with which it was incruft- 
ed. In the inventory of thefe valuables I ihould 
not omit a couch upon which I flept : it had been 
fo often mended, that like Sir John Cutler's 
ftoekings, immortalized by Martinus Scriblerus, 
we. could not diftinguifh any part of the original 
materials. It may perhaps appear furprizing, 
that a, town like Smolenfko ihould contain no 
tolerable inn ; but the furpiize yiH ceafe when 
we refleft that few ftrangers pafs this way ; that 
the Ruffians carry their provifions, and either 
continue their journey during the night> or arQ 
accommodated in private houfes* 

Auguft 9,5. We quitted Smolenfko, crofled the 
Dnieper over a wooden bridge into the fuburbs, 
and purfued oiir journey through a valley of fine 
pafture watered by the Dnieper, fpotted with un«. 
derwood, and terminating on each fide in gentle 
eminences clothed with trees. As we advanced ; 
$je country became jnore abrupt, but no where 
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jofe into any confiderable hill. Near Slovoda, 
a large ftraggling village, where we flopped for 
a few hours during the darknefs of the night, we 
again croffed the Dnieper on a raft formed of 
trunks of trees tied together with cords, and 
Icarcely large enough to receive the> carriage, 
which funk it fome inches/mder water : this ma- 
thine was then pufhed from the banks until it met 
another of the fame kind, to which, the horfes 
ftepped with difficulty ; and the diftance of the 
two rafts from each other was fo confiderable, 
that the carriage could fcarcely be prevente4 
frorh flipping between them into the river. 

The fecond poft from this primitive ferry waa 
Pogorobufh, built upon a riling hill, and ex- 
hibiting, like Smolenfkoj, though on a fmaller 
fcale, an intermixture of churches, houfes, cot- 
tages, corn-fields, and meadows: fome of- the 
houfes, lately conftru&ed at the emprefs's ex* 
j>ence, were of brick covered with flucco, an<{ 
had the appearance of palaces when contrafted 
with the rtieannefs of the furrounding hovels* 
*f his place was formerly a ftrong fortrefs, and 
frequently befieged during the wara between 
Jtuffia and Poland. From the ramparts of the 
antient citadel we commanded an extenfive view 
of the adjacent country, confiding of a large 
plain watered by the winding Dnieper, and 
bounded by diftant hiHs. From Dogorobufh v?% 
4 proceeded 
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proceeded 24 miles to a fmall village called Za« 
ratefh, where we thought ourfelves fortunate in 
being houfed for the night in a tolerable huV 
which afforded a rare initance of accommodation 
in thefe parts, a room feparated from that ufed 
by the family. Our hoftefs was a true Afiatio 
figure :. fhe was dreffed in a blue garment with* 
out fleevea, which defcended to the ankles, and 
was tied round the waift with a red fafli ; ihft 
wore a white piece of linen wrapped round her 
head lilTe a turban, ear-rings> and necklace of 
variegated' beads ; her fandals were faftened with 
blue firings* which were alfo tied round the an* 
kles, in order to keep up the coarfe linen wrap* 
j>ers that ferved for ftockings. 

Auguft 27. Our loute the next morning, from 
Zaratelh to Viafma, lay through a continued 
foreft, occafionally relieved by the intervention 
of paftures and cornfields. When we refle&ed 
that we \i 7 ere in the 55th degree of northern lati* 
tude, we were furprized at the forwardnefs of the 
harveft ; the wheat and barley were already car- 
Tied in, and the peafants employed in cutting* 
the oats and millet. Since our departure from 
Smolenfko the weather proved remarkably cold* 
and the wind had the keennefs of a November 
bla$ : the peafants were all clothed in their flieep- 
ikins, or winter dreffes. 

At a fmall diftance from Viaftnawe paffed the 

rivule^ 
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rivulet of the fame name, navigable only for 
rafts, which defcend its ftream into the Dnieper ; 
we then mounted a fmall eminence to the town, 
which makes a magnificent appearance with 
the domes and fpires of feveral churches rifing 
above the trees. Viafma fpreads over a large 
extent of ground ; the buildings are moftly of 
wood, a few houfes of brick excepted, lately 
ereSied by the munificence of the emprefs. 
Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like the 
Ruffian roads, of trees laid crofs-ways, and part 
is boarded with planks like the floor of a 
room. It contains above twentv churches, a 
remarkable number for a place but thinly in* 
habited: The churches in thefe fmall towns 
and villages are chiefly ornamented with a 
cupola 9,nd feveral domes; the outfide walls are 
either white-waihed or painted red ; and the cu- 
polas or domes are generally green, or of a diffe- 
rent colour from the othei* parts. At fome dif- 
tancethe number of fpires and domes rifing above 
the trees,, which conceal the contiguous hovels, 
would lead a traveller unacquainted with the 
country to expeft a large city, where fee will only 
flnd a colleftion of wooden huts. 

At Viafma was concluded, in 1634, the treaty 
of perpetual peace between Ladiflaus IV. king of 
Poland, and Michael Feodorovitch : by which 
treaty Michael confirmed the ceffion of Smolen- 
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fko, Severia, and Tchernichef, which had been 
yielded to the Poles at the truce of Develina ; 
while Ladiflaus renounced the title of Tzar, and 
acknowledged Michael as the rightful fovereign 
of Ruffia *. On this occafion both monarchs re- 
linquilhed what they did not pofiefs, and wifely 
Facrificed imaginary pretentions to the attainment 
of a fubftantial peace. 

The Ruffian peafants appear in general a large 
coarfe hardy race, « and of great bodily ftrength. 
their drefs is a round hat or cap with a high crown, 
. a coarfe robe of drugget (or in winter of fheep- 
fkin, with the wool turned inwards) reaching be- 
low the knee, and bound round the waift by a 
fafh, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as fack- 
cloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped round 
the leg inftead of ftockings, fandals woven from 
ftrips of, a pliant bark, and fattened by firings of 
the fame materials, which are afterwards twin- 
ed round the leg, and ferve as garters to the 
woollen or flannel wrappers. In warm weather 
the peafants frequently wear only a fhort coarfe 
fhirt and trowfers. 

The cottages are built in the fame manner as 
thofe of Lithuania ; but larger, and fomewhat 
better provided with furniture and dojneftic uten- 
fils: they are of a fquare ihape; formed of whole 
trees, piled upon one another, and fecured at the 

* Lengnich, Hiit. Pol. p. 167. 
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four corners with tnortifes and tenons. Thfe 
interfaces between thefe piles are filled with 
mofs. Within, the timbers are fmoothed with 
the axe, lb as to form the Appearance of waifc-' 
fcot ; but without are left with the bark in their 
rude (late. The roofs are in the penthoufe form, 
and generally compofed of the bark of trees or 
fliingles, which are fometimes covered with mould 
or turf. The peafants ufualiy conftruft the whole 
houfe folely with the affiftance of the hatchet, 
and cut the planks of the floor with the fame in- 
strument, in many parts being unacquainted with 
the ufe of the few : they finifli the ihell of the 
houfe and the roofy before they begin to cut the 
windows or doors. The windows are apertures of 
a few inches fquare, clofed with Hiding frames, 
and the doprs are fo low as not to admit a middle- 
fized man without ft coping. Thefe cottages 
fometimes, though very rarely, eonfift of two 
ftories ; in which cafe the lower apartment is a 
ftore-room, and the upper the habitable part of 
the houfe : the ftair cafe is moft commonly a lad* 
der on the outfide. Moft of thefe huts are, how* 
ever, only one ftory, a few of them contain two 
rooms, the generality only one. In fome of thia 
latter fort I was frequently awakened by th* 
chickens picking the grains of corn in the -ftra# 
topon which 1 lay, and more than once by * 
lefs inoffenfive animal. At Tabluka, a village* 

where 
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where we paflfed the night of the £ 7th, a party of 
hogs, at four in thp morning, roufcd me by grunt- 
ing clofe to my ear. Not much pleafed either 
with the earlinefs of the vifit, or the falutation of 
my vifitors, I called out to my fcrvgnt, " Jofeph, 
drive thefe gentry out of the room, and flmt the 
door." " There is bo door that will tfiut," its- 
plied Jofeph, with great compofure; " we have 
tried every expedient to fallen it without fucoefs ; 
the hogs hare more than once been excluded; 
but have as often returned." This comreriatiofi 
efie&ually roufmg me, I determined to rejign 
to my unwelcome guefts that litter which I 
jcould no longer enjoy, and contemplated, by the 
light of a flip of deal, the furrou**4ing fcene. My 
two companions were ftretched upon the feme 
parcel of ftraw from which I had juft emerged ; 
a little beyond our fervants occupied a feparate 
heap; at a fmall diftance three Ruffians, with 
long beards, and coarfe fackcloth fliirts and 
trowfers, lay extended upon their backs on the 
bare floor ; on the oppofite fide of the room three 
women in their clothes (lumbered on a long 
bench; while the top of the ftove afforded a 
couch to a woman dreffed like the others, and 
four fprawling children almoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages oonfifts chiefly 
of a wooden table or drefler, and benches fatten- 
ed to the fides of the roonj; the utenfils are 

wooden 
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wooden platters, bowls, and fpoons, with .per- 
haps one large earthen pan, for cooking. The 
food of the peafants is black-rye-bread, fome- ' 
.times white, eggs, falt-fifh, bacon, mufhrooms; 
•their favourite diih is a hodge-podge of fait or 
frefh meat, groats, and rye-flour, highly feafoned 
with onions and garlic, which are much ufed by 
the Ruffians. 

The peafants were greedy of money ; almoft al- 
ways demanded previous payment for every trifle, 
an4 were in general much inclined to thieving. 
In Poland it was not neceflary to be always upon 
the watch ; and we frequently left the equipage 
during the whole night without a guard : but 
in Ruffia, without the precaution of regularly 
Rationing a fervant in the carriage, every article 
would fooiihave difappeared; yet even with this 
expedient, the watchfulnefs of our Argus was 
continually baffled by the fuperior vigilance of 
the natives, and the morning generally announced 
fome petty lofs, to which the night had given 
birth. 

The peafants at every poft were obliged to fur- 
niih us with horfes at a fixed and reafonaWe rate- 
which had the ill effect of rendering them ex- 
tremely dilatory in their motions, and as our 
only interpreter was a Bohemian * fervant, not 

* The Bohemian and Ruffian languages are both dialefts of the 
Sclavonian tongue. 

perfe&ly* 
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perfe&ly acquainted with the Ruffian language* 
iiis difficulty in explaining, joined to their back- 
wardnefs in executing our orders, occafioned 
delays of feveral hours for a change of horfes. 
The peafants afted in the capacity of wacfcmen 
and pbftillions ; they always hamefled four hprfes 
a'-Jbreaft, commonly put *ight, and fometimei 
even ten horfes to our carriage ; as *>the fiag& 
were for the moft part toyenty, and fometimeil 
thirty miles, and the roads extremely bad. 
They feldom ufed either boots or- faddles, and 
had no fort of ftirrup, except a rope doubled and 
thrown acrofs the horfe's back- Eaelr horfe was 
equipped with a fnaffle-bridle, which however 
was feldom inferted into the mouth, but gene : 
rally hung loofe under the jaw. The method of 
driving was not in a fteady pace, but by ftarts 
and bounds, with little attention to the nature 
of the. ground: the peafants feldom trotted, their 
horfes, but would fuddenly force them into a 
gallop through the M*orft roads, and fometimes 
as fuddenly check their fpeed^upon the moil level 
fiirface, A common piece of rope ferved v them 
for a whip, which they Seldom had any occafion 
to ufe, as they urged their horfes forwards by 
iiopting and whiftRng like cat-Calls. The inter- 
vals of thefe noifes were filled with finging, 
which is a favourite pra&ice among the Ruffians, 
, and has been mentioned bv moft travellers who 
vol* r. t % have 



have vifi ted this country. From, the wretehed 
harnefs, which was continually breaking, the 
badnefe of, the joads, the length of time we 
yere always detailed at the pofts before we couh} 
procure horfes, and other impediments, we vera 
feldom , able to travel more than forty oj: fifty 
miles a day ; although we commenced our joio> 
l*ey before fup-rifft a#d puyfued it till it wa$ 

Auguft 87- Near Viafina we entered the vail 
foreft of Volkonfki, through which we conti- 
nued fof 1 50 mile* without interruption, almoft 
to the gat£$ of Moscow, This foreft,. which 
fetches on. all fides to an immenfe e^teirt, give* 
rife to the principal rivers of European Ruffi^ 
the Dun^ tl^e Dnieper, $.nd the Volga. The 
fources of the Duna were at fpme dift^ncefrom 
our route ; bu^ thofe of the Dnieper aaql th$ 
Volga rofe at final! intervals from each other, 
not far from Viafma, The country in this part 
was more than i^ual broken jinto hilL a?d dale ; 
though it ftill exhibited rather a fucceffion of 
waving furfaqe, than any confiderabie eleva- 
tions. 

On th&ftsth we arrived at the village of Gret* 
keva towards the clofe of the evening, ancj ixn* 
prudently proceeded o$ our journey another ftage 
of eighteen miles :. the evening was Exceedingly 
4arkf cold, and rainy ; the road uncommonly 
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bad, arid ^e we*e ih cmifiniiai apptefcieiTlibm of 
being oVertunledi The gr*nteft danger, how* 
ever, which we efleouriter&j, was unknown to 
us until we reached: the end of the ftati6n : w^ 
irere then informed by our fervants, that we had 
ct6fftd abroad piece of water uj>on a wooden 
bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almoft 
cracked under the 'carriage, and fo hartow that 
one of the hind-wheels ^as for an in flan t fu£ 

• 

pended over the precipice. Our ufual good for- 
tune, however, brought lis fafe between twelve 
and one to a cottage at Mofhaifk, where wc 
found an excellent ragout of beef and onions 
prepared by the trufty fervant, who always pre- 
ceded us, and provided our lodging and fupper. 
I have little to fay of Mofhaifk, as we entered it 
at fo late an hour, and departed the next morn- 
ing by day-break. We changed horfes at the 
village of Selo-Naro, and arrived early in the 
evening at Malo-i-Viafma, embofomed in the 
foreft, and pleafantly fituated at the edge of a 
fmall lake. This place was diftant only 24 miles 
from Mofcow, where we were impatient to ar- 
rive ; but we prudently deferred our journey 
until the next morning, as we did not chufe t<S 
tempt fortune by expofing ourfelves a,fecond 
time to dangers in a dark night and in an un- 
known country. 
The rpad for &me way before we came to 

t a Malo- 



*76 



TRAVELS IK It US St A. 



K. & 



Malo-u'Viafm?, and from thence to> M ofcbv, 
was a btpad (Iraight avenue cut through the fo- 
reft. • The* tree*, whijahr.compofed thefe vaft 
plantations, let by,the iiand -of Nature, iwere 
faaKsv vbeech, ..natQu^tain-afli, popUr, pines and 
firs, imuigled together in the. moll wanton va- 
riety. The different fhades of green, and' the 
rich tints of thfe autumnal colours, were ine?« 
prfcffibly beautiful ; while the ffiblime, bitf upi- 
form expanfe of foreft was occafionally relieved 
by. recefles of paftutes awl corn field?. 
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iffed the river Mdfkva on a long fyecies ©1 
iting, fattened to each bank, whjcJk the 
is calla./i^m^-Jri^c, beeaufe-it bends under 
t 3 the- 
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.fcioftow^Hiftory .~ReWal of the feat : W Atipir* to Petcrfburgh, 
—Population and defcrigtfoft o{ Mofcow.--^v^^---JKrcuilj£. 
— Khitaigorod.— -Bielgorod.— Semhinigorod.— Stqboda, or jfy- 
Wbs.-^New palacc-gafdens.— Old Style.— Hofpitality of the 

• • Ruffian nobles.— Account of Mullcr the ctkbrttetl fciftorian.~ 

• Anpiver&ry of 6t. J&nxaQeT^ NevikL— EfrterlaiiiiQftntt a,t ppj^t 
Alexcy OrloPs — his ftud.— Boxing matches.-*Vauxhall« 

j yVUGUST SO. The approach ••«©• Mofco* 
J^wCX was fj r (t announced at the diri&hce !<# fj lie 
f miles by fume fjfci res overtopping an eminence 
J&t the extremity of the broad avenue fcut through 
pieforeft; about two or three milefc further we 
[fcfeended a height, from whence a fupcrb pr6- 
rfpeft of the vaft city burft upon our fight. It 
fftretched in the form of a crefcent, to a prodi- 
gious extent; while innumerable churchei, 
towers, gilded fpires and domes, white, red, antt 
"green buildings, glittering in tlie fun, formed a 
fpiendid appeartffafce, yet ftrangely cohtiafted by 
an intermixture of wooden hovels/ The neigh** 

w 

touring country was undulating ; the foreft 
Teached to within a mile of the ramparts, and 
was fucceeded by a range of open paftures. Wfc 
crofled the river Mdlkva on a lohgfye'cies of rttft 
floating, fattened to each bank, wlj.i^ the Ruf- 
fians call h living-bridge, beeaufcit bends imdet 

t 3 the- 
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the carriage. After a drift examination of our 
paflport *e drove through the fuburbs along a 
wooden road ; entered one of the interior circles 
of the town,^ called Bielgorod, and took up our 
. quarters at an inn kept by a Frenchman, sfc 
"trhich feme of the nobility hold aflfemblies. 
; Qur apartments were convenient and fpacioiis ; 
-we aifo found every accommodation in abun- 
dance, ; esWept beds and iheeis v ; for as tito one 
who is experienced in the cuftoms of thi& coun- 
try, travels without, th<?fe articles, ian$ are feL-? 
dom provided with them. With much trouble, 
thQweye?) ^e- obtained from tfur lat>dJotd two* 
: hedftead& >vith bedding, ^nd; ofie .vt»tnt$ to 
*p)ape r uppn t\\f flopr; vfo %: could not prqcurp: 
.more tiian.tfe^.&eets, onfc of 'which ffeH/tP, fty 
ifiare; but we had bpenfo long acciiftamed ti> 
Jtepp onjtr^w, thatj^ fancied ouifelves in & 
^ptqf unheard-of lMSury^ a^d blefled our gop£ 
fortune. _,* ;/•>..;♦' •  , . 

z \ Aptiqnajiep differ confufcrably concsjj^ng thr 
-foundation pf Mofcow ;^ut -$}e fplloM*ing ac- 
.omjnt is iipoft pirQbable * ; y ,-,-.. 
•^SdbfcQY owes its foun^a^ioivto £eovge fon 

jNLVk#fW*^ aicend- 

^d, ; thp- ^«m^ of J^uffia, fieipgjqiydted. by S^e- 
l^fn/iQu^ch^ , .itfigQfc of, -^fclat 4»e coafifcated 

"^♦^ee-^uitioroko^s <fCiefee Chronik - von' rifofcau 'in St. Pet. 

JwunaJ fot 17yd s -and' febectbatpf t)IW&<%<'.ptyj&'': - 

r ; t * r- his 
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his domains, of which the lands iidW occupied by 
this city, formed a part, and laid the foiiiidatiott 
of anew toWn, which he called Molkva, from *th$ 
river of that name. But the town fell into fuch 
decay under his fucceffons, that when Daniel, fort 
of Alexander Newflri, received, in the divifidii*- 
of the empire, the duchy of Mofcovy as his 
portion, and fixed his refidence at this platffe, he 
- may be laid to have new f6unded the town. 
The fpot notf occupied by the Kremlin, was at 
that time a morafs o verfpread with a thick wood, 
containing a fmall iftaftd with only a fingle hut. 
On this part Daniel conftru^ted numerous 
buildings, and enclofed it with wooden fortifi- 
cations. He firft affumed the $tle of duke of 
Mofbow, and was lb attached to this fituatiou, 
that on fucceeding his brother Andrew Alexajr- 
drovifceh m the great duchy of Vladimir, he con- 
tinued his refidence at Mofcow, which becamfc 
the capital of the Rufiian dominions. His foi 
Ivan coflfiderably enlarged the new metfppolis, 
and in 1367 his grandfon Demetrius Ivanovitch 
Doiifki furrounded the Kremlin "with a brick 
wall. Thefe new fortifications, however, did 
not prevent Tamerlane, in 1382, from taking %he 
toWta*. Being foon evacuated by that defultory 
conqueror, it again came into the poffefiiori 4 of 
the Ruffians; but was frequently occupie,d by 

* S. R. G. vol. II. p. 93. 

T 4 the 
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the Tartars, whg in the 1 4th and 1 5th centuries 
over-nin Ruffia, and even maintained a garrifon 
in Mofcow, until they were finally expelled, by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. To him Mofcow is indebt- 
ed for its principal fplendour, and under him it 

* became the moft confiderable city of the Ruffian 
empire. 

. The Baron of HerberfieinL embaffadox from 
theenjperor Maximilian to the great-duke Vaffili, 
fon of Ivan Vaflilrevitch, in the beginning of 
the fixteenth century, Is the firft foreign writer. 
who gave a description of Mofcow, which he 
accompanied w'ith a coarfe engraving of the 
.town in wood ?. In this curious, • but rude plan, 
may |>e diftinguifhed the walk / of the Kremlin, 
or citadel, in their prefent ftate, and feveral of 
the public buildings, which even now contribute 

'to its ornament. From this period we are able 
to trace its progrefs ^nd gradual increafe, undejr 
the fueceeding fovereigns, in the account* of 
feveral Engliihf and foreign + travellers. ; 

Mofcow continued the metropolis until the 
beginning of the prefent century : when, to the 

great diifatisfaftion of the nobility, but with 

• < 

* Sec Rcr Mof. Com. in Rer. Mof. Au&. 

f Chiefly Chancellor, Fletcher* Smith, the authot of Lord Car- 
llile's EmbaiTy, Perry, Bruce, &c. 

J Poflevinus, Margaret, Petrdus, Olearius, Mayerberg, Le 
UFUyw f &C* 

great 
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great advantage to the date, the feat of empire 
was transferred to PeterfburgL 

Notwithftanding the predilection which Peter 
conceived for Peteriburgh, in which all the fuc- 
ceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter II. have fix- 
ed. their refidence, Mofcov is ftiil the moft po- 
pulous city of the Ruffian empire. Here the 
chief nobles, who do not belong to the cdqrt of 
the emprefs, refid-e ; they iiere fupport a large 
number of retainers, gratify their taflfe for a 
ruder and more expenfive magnificence- in the 
antient ityle of feudal grandeur, and are not, as 
at Peterfburgh, eclipfed by the fupei ior fplendour 
of the imperial efiabliflnnent. 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of 37 de- 
grees 31 minutes from the firft meridian of 
Greenwich, and in $5 degrees 45 minutes 46 
feconds of nortlxern latitude. It is the largeft 
town in Europe ; the circumference within th$ 
rampart, which enclofes the fubnrhs, being 8$ 
rerfts, or 26 miles* ; but it is built in fo drag- 
gling a manner, that the population in no de- 
gree correfponds to the ex-tent. Some Ruffian 
authors date the inhabitants at 500,000 ; a numr 
ber evidently exaggerated. According toBuf- 
ching, who refuted fome years in Rufiia, MoA 

* The circumference is nearjy equal to that of Pekin, which, 
including the fuburbst, meafures 40 verfts, or 26 miles and three- 
quarters. Journal of St. Pet. April 1775, p. 243. 

coir, 
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cow, in- 1770, contained 708 brick-houfes, and 
11,840 wooden habitations* ; 83,73! miles and 
67,059 females, in all only 1 52,790 .fouls ; a com- 
putation which errs in the other extreme f . Ac* 
cording to an account publiflied in the Journal 
of Sfc Peterfburgh J, the diftri<ft of Mofcow con- 
tained, in the beginning of 1780, % 178 hearths; 
and the number of inhabitants were is 7,69 & 
males, and 1 S4,9 1 8 females, in all 272,616 fouls. 
In the courfe of the fame year the deaths amount-* 
cd \o 3,702, and the births to 8,621 ; and in th6 
fndj the population of the diftrid was found to 
be 140, 143' males, and is 7, 392 females, in all 
277,535 fouls. This computation is more accu* 
rate than either of the others ; and its truth has 
been recently confirmed by an E'ngMih gentle* 
ipai* lately returned from Mofcow, who madft 
this topic the fubjeft of his inquiries. Accord* 
tag to his account, which he received from thft 
lieutenant of the police §, MefcoW contain^ 
. within the ramparts 250,000 fouls, and in the 
adjacent villages, 50,000. 

- If 



• According to Heym, Mofcow contained, in 1793, 8439 lioufesfc 
of which 1 382 were of brick. 

f BufChing's Neue ErdbefchteibuHg, V. I. p. 841. Edit- 1777, 
X For 1781, p. 200. 

% This computation may be relied upon. For as a new aque- 
j3u£t near Mofcow was juft finiftied, it was neceiTary to form as 
cxadt. an eftimatc as poffibte of the number of inhabitants, in order- 
to 
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\ If*I was Article with the Angularity of Smo*. 
len&o, I was all aftonifbment at the immenfity 
and variety of Mofcow; a city fo irregular, fo 
uncommon, fp extraordinary, and fb contrafted, 
never before claimed my attention. The ftreet* 
&te in general exceedingly long and broad: fome 
are paved; others, particularly thofe in thefu* 
burhs, formed .with trunks of trees, or boarded 
vn&& planks, like the floor of a room ; wretched 
hovels are blended with large palaces ; cottages 
of one ftoiry ftand next to the moil (lately man* 
lions. Many brick ftru&utes are covered with 
wooden tops ; fome of the timber houfes are 
painted, others have iron doors and roofs. No* 
laerous churches prefent themfelves in every 
quarter, built in the oriental ftyle of archite&ure? 
fome with domes of copper, others of tin, gilt 01 
painted green, and nlany itooifed with wood. In 
a word, fome parts of tfais vaft city have the aph 
pearance of a fequeftercd defett, other quarter^ 
of a populous town;, fome of a contemptible 
village, others of a great capitaL 

Mofcow may be confidered as a towir bfjiii 
„ upon the Afiatic model, butgiad&ially becoming 

to regulate the neceffitfy fopply of water for each family. Richter 
©bferves, " The population of Mofcow differs according to the fca- 
foa of the year- In winter, when the nobiHty and tjheir reft&neri 
flock to the metropolis, the iuhahitanta rexceed 300,000} but in 
fuminer, when they retire to the country,, do np* amount to 
jpc^oodrf^-bk&xe von Mofkaiu'* •* 

more 
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more and more European; exhibiting a motley 
mixture of difcordant axchitri&ure. It is difhi* 
buted into five divifions : I; Krehiiin; 2. Khitai* 
. gorod ; 3. Bielgorod : 4; Scmlamogorod ; 5. Slo*- 
loda, or fuburbs; . . . 

1* The Kremlin was probably thils .denominate 
ed by the Tartars when in poffeffion of Mofcow, 
From the word Krem, or Krim, which fignifies t 
fortrds. It (lands in the central and highefl 
part of the city, near the Conflux of the Mbfkvi 
and Neglina, which wafh two of itA fides, is of a 
.triangular form, and about two 'miles in circum*- 
ference. It is furroufcded by hi&h walls of flone 
and brick, which were conftrufted by- Solario, 3 
celebrated arch iteft of Milan, in 1491, Under th« 
reign of Ivan Vaffilievitch "I. as appears from a 
curious infcription ov^r one of the gfttes. 
: " Joannes .VafiHi Dei Gracia Magnus Dust 
Volodimeriae Mofcovias Novogardie Tifferiae 
Plefcovise Veticie Ongarie Permiie Buolgarie e% 
Aliar. Totius Q. Raxise Doinirius Aimo Tertio 
Imperii Sui Has Turres Condere Fet. Statitit 
Pettfus ^Aritonides Solarius Mediolan^nfis anno 
$fat;Doffai(ii 149K K.JuIii." 

The reader will doubtlefs be as.much furprized 

• • » * .. • . * ^^ 1 • t • , .» . ^ \ ' 

as I was to find, that the Tzars employed foreigQ 
arcfaite&s at fo- early a period, before their coun* 
tiy^wiis fcarcely known to the reft of Europe; 
The Kremlin is not disfigured by ja r oqden houfes, 

-•' ~ and 
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and contains the antient palace of the Tzars, fe- 
veral churches, two convents, the patriarchal 
palace, the arfenal now in ruins, and one private 
houfe, which belonged to Boris Godunof before 
he was railed to the throne*. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigorod, a 
term conje&ured by fome etymologifts to imply 
the Chinefe town, Voltaire, in his Hiftory of 
Peter the Great, fupports this opinion, when he 
calk Khitaigorod " La partie appetite la ville 
Chinoife, oil les rareth de la Chine s'ettallaient" 
But this divifion of Mofcow bore that appellation 
long before any connexion was opened between 
the Ruffians and Chinefe ; and the beft hifto- 
rians fuf>pofe the word Cathay or Khitai to have 
tieen introduced by the Tatars when they had 
pofleffion of Mofcow f: in proof of this conjee- 
ture, it is alledged, that there is a town in th6 
Ukraine called Khitaigorod, and another of the 
fame name m Podolia ; both which provinces, 
though unknown to the Chinefe, we$e either 
over-run or inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod J is inclofed on one fide by 

• Sec the next Chapter, where ibroc of thofe buildings are <fe«- 
fcribe'4. Since my vific to Mofcow, many additional buildings 
have been conftru&ed, particularly the fenate houfe, a magnj^cenjt 
Jftrufture, built by the emprefs. .-, 

f S.R.G. v. VIII. p.538— 541. 

X Khitaigorod is faid to be of Tartar derivation, and to meaifc 
the MUJk Tcivp } from k* fituatioa between the Kremlm 4ft4 
fiieitorod. '■ " ." x 

- * 'f thai- 
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that wall of the Kremlin which roas from the 
Mofkva to the Neglina, aaid on the other by 
a brick wall of inferior height* It is much 
larger than the Kremlin* and contain* the uni- 
verfity, the printing-houfe, and many othef 
public buildings together with all the tradef- 
mens ihops. The edifices are moftly ftuccoed 
or white-wafhed ; and it has the only ftrejet ia 
Mofcow in which the hawks ftand contiguous 
to each other without any intervals* > , 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Totrai, whici 
nearly encircles the two preceding divifrons, is 
fuppofed to derive its name from a white wall 
with which it was formerly -enclofed, and of 
which fome remains ftitl exift, 

4. Semlainogorod, which environs the three 
other quarters, takes its denomination from a 
circular rampart of earth with which it is en* 
compared. Thefe two divifions exhibit a gro* 
tefque group of churches, convents, palaces* 
brick and wooden houfes, and mea& hovels, im 
no degree fuperior to peafants' cottages. 

5* The Slohoda, or Suburbs, form a vaft ex- 
terior circle, round the parts already defcribed* 
and are invefted with a low rampart and ditch. 
Thefe fuburbs contain, befides numerous build* 
ings of all denominations, corn-fields, much 
op^rv pafture, and fome finall lakes, which give 
*ife to the Neglina, . .  . 

-.  6" -fhe 
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* The Mofkva flow* through the city in a ^ 
winding channel ; hut, excepting in ipring, h 
only navigable for rafts: it receives the Yaufa 
in the the Semlainogorod, and the Neglina at * 
the weftern extremity of the Kremlin ; both 
which rivulets are, ' in fummer, almpft dry. 

The morning after our arrival, having ordered 
our Ruffian feryant to hire a carriage during our 
ftay at Mofcow, he procured a coach with fix 
horfes of different colours; the coachman and 
poftillions were dreffed like peafants, with higU 
cylindrical hats; the coachman with a long 
beard and iheep-fcin robe, fat, en the box ; the 
poftillions, in a coarfe drugget garb, were 
mounted upon the off horfes, according to the 
euftom of this couatry. Behind the carnage 
was an enormous fack of hay : upon expreffing 
furprize at this appendage, we were informed* 
that almoft every carriage at Mofcow is provid- 
ed with a. viaticum of this fort, which, while 
the matter is paying his vifits, or is at dinner, ia 
pccafionaily given to the horfes. Some refrefl*. 
l&ents of this kipd, indeed, feemed neceflaay, as 
our horfes never faw the ftable from the morn* 
ing until the evening, or at midnight; and ren 
maincd during that interval, like thofe of our 
hackney-coaches, in the ftreets. During our 

* 

continuance in this city, we, not uncommonly, 
£p$ceived about? dinnertime, in the court-yards 

•f 
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of thofe houfes where we dined,' many horfes 
without bridles, and unharneffed from -the rer- 
fpe&ive carriages, browfmg upon their portable 
pro%*ender (brewed on the ground; with them 
trere intermixed different parties of coachmen 
and poftillions, who at the fame time gratified 
the v calls of hunger upon a repaft, ready prepared, 
like that of their cattle, and which too required 
as little ceremony in ferving up. The frequency 
ef thefe ohje$s foon rendered them familiar, and 
we ceafed to look upon our trufs of hay as an 
excrefeence. 

The firft vifit we made in our new equipage 
was to our banker, wh© lived at the furtheft ex- 
tremity of one of the fuburbs^ at the diftance of 
four miles from our inn. Our coachman drove 
through the town with great expedition, gene- 
rally in a brifk trot, and frequently a full gal- 
lop without any diftinftion of paved or board- 
ed ftreets. Having fettled our bufinefs with the 
banker, who was pur countryman, and oblig- 
ingly furnifhed us with a large colle&ion pf 
Englifh news-papers J we crofled the Yaufa over 
a raft bridge to a palace, conftrufted for the re- 
ception of the prefent emprefs, when fhe vjfits 
Mofcow; this palace is not, according to our 
ordinary acceptation of the word, afingle ftiuc- 
turc; but, in the true ftyle of Aiiatic grandeur, 
a va(t affemblage of numerous buildings diftri- 

btitccl 
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buted into feveral Greets, and bearing the ap- 
pearance of a moderate town** The bafe of 
each building is (tone, but of fo foft a nature, 
that it feemed fcarcely adequate to fuppbrt the 
fuperftru&ure ; the bricks ufed for the remainder 
of the fabric crumbled at the touch, nor did 
the workmanfhip exceed the materials, for the 
walls were in many places out of the perpendicu* 
lar line. 

The greater part of the timber, employed in 
the conftru&ion of thefe vaft edifices was fa- 
ihioned with the axe. Though I often faw the 
the carpenters at work, I never once perceived a 
faw in their hands : they cut the trees through 
with the axe, they hewed planks with the axe* 
they formed the beams, and fitted them toge- 
ther with the axe. With thi§ fimple engine they 
inortaifed piid tenanted the fmalleft as Well as 
the largeft pieces of wood, and fmoothed the 
boards for the floor with the niceft exaftnefs* 
Indeed, the dexterity andjuftnefe with "which 
they managed this inftrument was Wonderful; 
but the operation muft evidently occafion a pro- 
digious wafte df labour arid w6dd< 

The gardens, which belonged to the old p&* 
lace, built by Elizabeth neaV the fpot where the 
pjpeferit ftrufture was ere&ing, are (till retained; 
they are of confiderable extent, and contained 

• Paul converted this palace into barracks for 2000 mea. -' 

vol* i. u ibme 
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fome of the beft gravel walks I have fe£n iince 
my departure from England* In foine parts the 
grounds were laid out in a pleaftng and natural 
manner; but in general the old ftyle of garden* 
tng prevailed, and preftnted rows of clipped 
yew-trees, long ftraight canals, and a profufioa 
of prepofterous ftatnes, Hercules prefided at a 
fountain, with a retinue of gilded cupids, dol- 
phins, and lamias ; every little ftru&ure was a 
pantheon; and every grove was haunted by 
Apollo^ and Dianas ; but the principal deity in 
tiifc place was a fetoale figure holding a cornu- 
copia reverfed, which, inftead of distributing, 
asufual, all kinds of fruit, grain, and flowery 
poured out crowns, coronets, and mitres. The 
reign of thefe deities wai, however, doomed to 
t>e fhort : under the aufpices of Catharine, all 
thefe inftances of grotefque tafte will be re- 
moved, and give place to more natural orna- 
ments. This palace and gardens occupy the ex- 
tremity of the fuburbs, within the compafs of 
the exterior rampart which encircles the whole 
«town. 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our car- 
riage was provided with fix horfes, as nothing 
Ws more common than 'to meet the equipages 
of the nobility tfith complete fete, driving 
merely about the ftreets of Mofcow. As the 
city is of fo large a coiiipaf^ many hackney 
4 . carriages 
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carriages ate <ftationed in the ftrtets for convey- 
ing paffengers to the different quarters. Thefe 
vehicles are without tops* have tndftly four 
wheels, and are provided either with a lbng 
benchj or one, two, 'or three feparate feats, like 
arm chairs, placed fide* ways : -th£ir fares are ft* 
rea&nable, that fervants occafionally ufe theni 
upon errands to diftant parts of the city; Thfe 
coachman .generally drives at the rate of eight ot 
nine miles an hour. 

September i. This morning we received a 
card of invitation from Count Ofterinan, go- 
vernor of Mofcow, to dinner for the 2«d of Au- 
guft; but, as it was the ift of September, out 
fervant, who took the meflage, came laughing 
into the room, and informed us, that we went 
invited to an entertainment that was plftr he; 
had endeavoured, he added, to convince the 
•ineflengerof themiftake; but the man infifted 
that the enfuing day wlas the £$d o£ Auguft; It 
"was indeed a natural miftake in our fervairtj 
who did not know that the Ruffians ftilt ad- 
hered to the old ftyle, and as he had pafled th« 
S£d of Auguft in Lithuania, it is no wotidei? 
that he was fuprized at finding it again & fooit 
fct Mofcow* / . 

iJntil the reign of £eter the Great tli6 tliif*- 
fians began their year in September, and dated 

u % their 
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their aera from the creation of the world*,, and 
not from the nativity of our Saviour. In 1700, 
Peter inflituted a grand jubilee at Mofcow, and 
ordained, that from that period the year fhould 
commence in January, and be computed from 
the Chriftian sera, according to the ftyle then 
in ufe in England. As a mark of veneration to 
his memory, no alteration has been made in the 
Ruffian calendar; and Ruffia is the onlv Euro- 
pean nation which (till retains the old ftyle. 

The fame morning we carried a letter of re- 
commendation from count Stackelberg, the 
Ruffian embaffador at Warfaw, to prince Vol- 
konfki, governor of the province, ^vho received 
u$ with great cordiality, and invited us to, din- 
ner, defirlng us to conficrer his table as ours dur- 
ing our continuance at Mofcow. The prince is 
in his 67th year, and recollefts Peter the Great, 
whom he defcribed as fix feet in height, ftrong 
and well made, with his head flouching ami 
awry, of a dark complexion, and a Countenance 
continually fubje&to diftortions; adding; that 
he was generally drefled in his green uniform, or 
a plain brown coat; was remarkable for the 
£nenefs of his linen, wore his fliort black hair 

* They reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the Greeks* 
5508 yekrs, inftead of only 3369, from the creation to the na- 
tmty. 

without 
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ivithout powder, and whifkers. The. prince^ a- t 
mufed u$ with relating feveral anecdotes #f thajt^ 
great monarch, and amorigft others, one wfycJ^ 
he received frbm prince Mentchijcof ,.,. 

After the battle of Pultava, while his fpthqx, 
prince Volkonfki, was, following Charles .X^I, ¥ 
with a corps' of light horfe, an aid-de-^ain^ 
brought an order from MentQhikp£.to,,halt : «hfi. 
obeyed, 'but difpatched a meffenger jtQ.acqyaipt 
the prince, that ,he w^s purfui»g thej ^ir^^f 
S^dep with the fairefi profpeft pf pvertakijg^. 
him. Mentchikof was grq^tly ^ftoptthfd fttjfr^f 
mef)Tage„ as no orders, for ^fcpntinuiii|g ( the,pu^r{ 
*fuit had iflued from him,; pji<l l}is fup^Offed, fucjr t 
de-camp was never difqovejrecL As ? Peter xniH-j 
tuted ji s o inquiry concerning, the. perfon, whp 4 
had probably prevented the; capture of his moii 
formidable rival, it is fufpe&ed that the. ftra£a-> 
gem was contrived by himfelf, in orde?,to avpi^ 
being embarraffed with, a prifonjer^Yhom he 
would be unwilling either to releafe, or detain 
long in. captivity. , ... 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality o£ 
the Ruffians., . We never / paid a morning; : yi-j 
ft to any nobleman without, being ;detained 
to dinner: we alfo conftaijtly received ge- 
neral invitations; but, confidering ..them as 
mere compliments, were unwilling to intrude 
ourfdves without further notice. t WefoQa 

u 3 found, 
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ftfund, however, that the principal peribns of 
chftin6ttoii kept open tables, and were highly 
Obliged by our refortihg to them without cere- 
mony. Prince Volkonfld in particular, having 
c&fually discovered that we had dined the pre- 
ceding d&y at the inn, politely upbraided us; 
ifepeating hisTaflfarances, that his table wa& ours, 
and that when we were not engaged, he fhould 
always expeft us for his guefts. Indeed the 
ftrongeft expreffions can Scarcely do jufifce to 
the attention And kind^iefs of tliTs.excellent no-, 
ftlematt : iiot dcfjitent with^uhnHfmg us to his ta- 
l5fe withotrtTorttl he was anxious that our cur- 
rlofity flicmld be gratified 1 with the fight of 
every riematkable objeft at Mofcow ; he ordered' 
ftis aid-de-camp to accompany us. to different 
parts of iWecfty, and' as Ve were extremely de- 
firous tor Become acquainted with Muller, the 
c^ebratedf MtVorran of this country, he invited 

|kim to meet us at dinner. 
" Miiller fpeaks and writes the German, Ru& 
fian, French, and Latin tongues, with uncommon 
fluency ;^and reacfethe Engliih, Dutch, Swedish, 
Daniifh, and : Gr£6k with great facility- His 
ihembfy is fiill furptiztng, and his accurate ac- 
quaintance with the rninuteft incidents of the 
Ruffian annals almoft furpaflfes belief. 

At the conelufionr of the dinner I had the 
pleasure of accompanying this eminent hiftorian 

ta 
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to hm houfe, a^d pafied fome hours in his H* 
hra^y. He poflfeffes moft of the books in the 
different languages of modern Europe whidh 
tBWt of Ruffia : the JEngljfh writers ipon this 
country are far more* numerous than I ijnagsinedi 
His colle&ion of ftate-papers r ajid ntenufbripts is 
invaluable, and arranged in the e#a£teft order. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that 
M,ujler, who is admirably qualified for the/tafkj 
and has. already prepared the materials, haa not 
favoured the public with a regular hiftory of 
Jtuffia* and that on account of his advanced 
age, he muft confign to,others the ufe of thofe 
papers which he has fo diligently accumulated, 
He will, however, always; he confiderad as thi 
great father of Ruffian hiftory, 3s well from th$ 
excellent fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as 
&om the vaft fund of information which he be* 
%ueaths to future authors. 

Gerard Frederic Muller was born in 1705, at 
Herforden, in the circle Weftphalia. He re* 
<?ei ved the early part of his. education under his 
fctjheiy Thomas Muller, reftor of the Gymna* 
fium; in the 17th year of his age was removed 
,to the univerfity of Rinteln, and in the follow- 
ipg, yeas to Leipfic, , Hiaying greatly diftiifc- 
guiihed himfelf by rapid advances in Various 
^ranches of polite literature, in the aoth year of 
fri.8 age^ he was recommended to Peter the Great 

u 4 ' as 
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as a proper perfon to be appointed member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. He arrived 
at Peterfburgh in November 1725, after the de- 
mife of Peter; but was nominated by Catha- 
line the Fif ft, adjunft to the Imperial Academy- 
He read le&ures in the Latin tongti? on hiftory 
and geography, and in 1730 was appointed Pro* 
fefibr of hiftory, and member of the Imperial Aca- 
demy. In the fame year he began his travels into 
Germany, Holland, and England, and, during his 
refidence in London, was chofen member of the 
Royal Society. Being deputed by the empreis 
Anne to explore the extreme parts of Siberia, 
and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, he fet out, on 
the 8th of Auguft 1733, on this memorable ex- 
pedition, in company with Steller, De Lifle, the 
elder Gmelin, and Krafheninikof, The indefa- 
tigable traveller turned his principal attention to 
the hiftory,. geography, antiquities, irianners^ 
and cuftoms of the various people and hordes 
of Siberia. He compiled or corrected maps of 
the diftri&s which he vifited, arranged the ar- 
chives of the principal towns, and copied the 
jnoft important document^. 

The unremitting affiduity with which he con- 
tinued his inquiries, brought on a nervous com- 
plaint, which prevented him from accompany- 
ing his fellow travellers ; and compelled him to 
demand his recal. Having obtained the em- 

prcfs'si 
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prefs's permiffion to return, he faw his compa- 
nions depart with regret; but aftewards, reco- 
vering his health, was impelled ' by literary zeal 
to continue his travels into the extreme parts of 
Siberia, notwithftanding the fatigue of the jour- 
ney, through an inhofpitable country, and over 
almoft impaffable roads. He vifited Irkutflc, 
Okotik, and even penetrated to Yakutfk, where 
he arrived in 1736. In examining the archives, 
he found the original account of the Ruffian 
voyages in the Frozen Ocean, and in the lea of 
Kaititchatka, and difcovered that, in the laft cen- 
tury, Defhnef, a Ruffian navigator, had taken his 
departure from the river Kovyma, failed along 
the Frozen O.cean, and doubled the north-eaft- 
ern promontory of Afia* ; thus afcertaining a 
• point which had long agitated the literary 
world, that the continents of Afia and America 
were feparated by the fea. This important dif- x 
co very, occafioned various attempts to explore 
the north- weftern coaft of America, and s^ve 
rife to the expedition of captain Cook. 

After an abfence of ten years Muller returned 
to St. Peterfburgh in the beginning of 1 743 ; and 
was received by the emprefs Elizabeth with great 
marks of diftin6tion. In 1747 he was appointed 
hiftoriographer, and rector of the Imperial uni- 
veriity, received other promotions at St. Peterf- 

• Sec. Account of the Ruflian Pifcoveries between Aua and 
America* 

burgh, 
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burgh, and at length was appointed, by the pre- 
fent emprefs, cqnfellor ef ftate, and keeper q£ 
the archives at Mofcow *. 

His principal work is a CoHaSioa of Ruffian 
Hiftories, in nine volumes, and contains ma<u,y. 
furious and interefting articles : an> account- o€ 
the Ruffian annals, drawn froni the Byzantine* 
writer^ from the antient Sclavonic chronicles, 
and from Snorro Sturlenfis* an hiftofiian of Nor- 
-way; various details of the Calsauc Tartars,, 
^nd Zaporavian Coffacs; the Conan^rce and 
Poflcffions of the GenQefe oa the Coafts of 
the Black Sea, and at Azof; an : account of ths 
Ruffian a»d> Chinefe Settlements q« the Rive? 
Amoor ; Hiftory and Commerce of Siberia ; Hif* 
tory of Ruffia* from the Rf ign of Boris Godu-> 
Diof to the Acceffion of Michael Feodoroviteh* 
Remarkable Things in Afiatic Ruifia, and in 
Turkey m Afia; the Ruffian. Trade to Cljina; 
Natural Hiftory of the Diftri&s between the 
Don a&d Diepper; Account of Novogorod, 
Dorpart, Pernau, and Riga. 

• The emprefs purchaied his fine colle&ion of books and ma* 
Uttfcripts for £.2,cqq. This great patronefs of letters consigned 
alfo to him the charge of arranging and printing, «t her expeneffe 
9 Collection of Ruffian Treaties, in the form of J3umont*s Corps 
Diphmatique 5 but the death of the learned hiftorian prevented tha 
completion, fte did on the 16th of October. 17 S3, in tlie 78th 
year of his age? Catharine, a fliort time before his death, honored 
Mr. Muller with the order of St, Vladimir, and has teftified her 
fcfpe& to'his memory by enobling his family. 

The 



The third volume of this interefting work 
contains an " Account of the Ruffian Voyage* 
and Difeoveries along the Coafts of the Frozen 
Sea, and in the Eaftern Ocean towards Japan 
and America,'* from i§36 to the termination of 
Bering's and Tchirikofs expedition in 1742: tQ 
this publication I was greatly indebted for my 
account of the Ruffian difcoveries, 

To thefe works the accurate and indefatigable 
writer ftieceffively abided many other valuable 
performances on fiinikr fuhje&s, both in the 
^German 4nd Ruffian language^ which' eluci- 
date the hiftorjf and topography of this vaft 
empire. 

September 10. This ifey being faered to 
Alexander Nevflci, a femt highly revved* by 
the Ruffians, and in whofe honour an ©rdfer of 
knighthood was inftituted by Pfeter the (>reat^ 
was kept with great fotemnity. Service wa». 
performed in the principal churches of Mofcow 
with all the pageantry peculiar to the Greek re- 
ligion, and the governor of the province gav* v 
a (piendid entertainment, to which the princi- 
pal nobility and clergy were invited, 

Alexander Nev(ki> a najne more refpeftabJe 
than raoft of the faints who fill the Ruffian ca- 
lendar, ^yas fbn of the great duke Yaroflaf, and 
flouriflied in the beginning of the 13th century, 
$t> a period when his country was reduced ta 

the 
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the utmoft extremity by a combination of for- 
midable enemies. He repulfed an army of 
Swedes and Teutonic knights, and wounded the 
king of Sweden with his own hand on the bank 
of the Neva, from whence he obtained the ap- 
pellation of Nevfki. He defeated the Tartars 
' in feveral engagements, and delivered his coun- 
try from a difgraceful tribute impofed by the 
fucceffors of Zinghis Khan. His life leems to 
have been almoft one continued fcene of a&ion; 
and he performed fuch aljnoft incredible a&s of 
valour, as induced an ignorant and fuperftitious 
people to confider him as a fuperior being, and 
confecrate his mejnory, He died about the 
ypar ifcffs, atGorodetz, near Niflinei Novogo- 
rod. The great fuperiority of his chara&er was 
evinced), as well by victories which diftinguiihed 
the Ruffian arms during his life, as by the nu- 
merous defeats which immediately took place on 
his deceafe. v 

. The morning of this annwerfary was uflieretf 
in by the ringing of bells uncommonly loud; ixi 
ceffant peals refounded in every quarter of the 
city, , but more particularly in the Kremlin, 
which contains the principal churches and the 
largeft bells. At eleven we paid our refpe&s to 
prince Volketnfki, who, as governor of the pro- 
vince of Mofcow, had a levee : he wore the red 
ribband of the order of St Alexander, and re- 

* 
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ceived the compliments of the principal nobi- 
lity and gentry. From the levee we repaired to 
the cathedral of St. 'Michael, and were prefent 
at high mafs, performed by the archbifhop of 
Roftof. The church being filled with an im- 
mehfe concourfe of people, we could not, with- 
out the utmcfft difficulty, penetrate to the bot- 
tom of the fteps leading to the fhrine, from 
which the bifhop occafionally came forth to ad- 
drefs the congregation. The confufion arifing 
from the croud, and the rapid fucceffion of va- 
rious ceremonies, diftrafted our attention, and 
rendered us incapable of difcriminating the dif- 
ferent parts of the fervice. We could only ob- 
ferve in general a great difplay 6f pomp and 
fplendour, and many ceremonies fimilar to thofc 
clefcribed on a former occafion, with the addi- 
tion of others appropriated to the greater fefti- 
vals of the Ruffian church. 

At the conclufion of the fervice, which lafted 
two hours, we returned to prince Volkonflci's; 
where ninety perfons were affembled at an en- 
tertainment given in honour of the day : when 
the archbifhop of Roftof entered the room, the 
prince met him at the door, and kiffed his hand 
after the prelate had made the fign of the crofs ; 
he paid the fame mark of refpe& to two other 
bifhops, and the greater part of the company 

fucceffively 
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fucceffively followed the prince's example* ' Be- 
ing prefented to the archbifhop, I held a long 
converfation with him in the ''Latin tongue, 
which he fpoke with great fluency. He ap- 
peared to be fenfible, well-informed, and veried 
in various branches of literature : he had perufed 
the works of feveral of our bed divines, either 
^originally written, or tranflated into Latin, and 
mentioned their compofitions with much appro- 
bation. I troubled him with feveral queftions 
relative to the fervice of the Ruffian church, 
which he anfwered with great readinefs and con- 
defcenfion* The bible, he faid, is tranflated 
into Sclavonian, the liturgy is written in that 
language, which is the mother-tongue of the 
Ruffian, and therefore the flyle of the facred 
writings* though fomewhat obfolete, is under- 
flood without much difficulty even by the com- 
mon peopte. 

The clergy, he informed me, are divided 
into fecular and regular priefts ; the latter, from 
whom are chofen the dignitaries of the church, 
are not permitted to marry; the feculars are 
the parifli-priefts, and from a literal obfervation 
of St. Paul's precept, " the hufband of one 
" ^vife," are required, as a qualification for or- 
ders, to marty; and, in the fpirit of the fame 
tenet, are after the death of their wive? deemed 

unfit 
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unfit for the facred futi&ion. The difqualifico- 
tion arifing from widowhood may, indeed, be 
healed by the % bifliopY difpenfation* ; but a fe- 
tjond marriage irrecoverably divorces from the 
altar. The archbifliop was politely continuing 
to acquaint me with many other circumftance* 
peculiar te the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, when 
the converfation was interrupted by a femtnons 
to dinner. A ftnall table in the corner of the 
with-drawing room, according to the cuftom in 
this country, was previoufly covered with plates 
of caviare, red-herring, bread, butter, and cheefe^ 
and different forts of liqueurs, tb which the com* 
pany helped themfelyes before they adjourned to 
dinner. / . - 

About ninety perfons fat down to a fplendid 
entertainment. During the fecond courfe, a 
large glafs with a cover being brought to prince 
Volkonfki, he ftood up, delivered the cover to 
the archbifliop, who fat next him, filled the glafii 
with champagne, and drank the emprefs's health, 
which was accompanied with a difcharge of can- 
non. The archbifliop followed his example, and 
the glafs was in like manner circulated round the 
table. The healths of the great-duke, of the 
great-duchefs, and of their fon prince Alexan* 
4er, were then fucceffively toafted with the fame 

i 

• In general the fecular prieft, when a widower, is received 
iato a monaftery. . v 
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ceremonies ; after which count panin arofe, and 
drinking a return of thanks to the mafter of the 
feaft,. was joined by the whole company* When 
each toaft was named by the prince, all the per- 
fons at table rofe out of rcfpeft, and remained 
Handing while he drank. 

During our ftay at Mofcow we frequently ex- 
perienced the hofpitality of count Alex£y Orlof, 
who, in the laft war with the Porte, commanded 
the Ruffian fleet in the Archipelago, and burnt 
the Turkifh armament in the bav of Tchefme, 
for which a6tion he was honoured with the title 
of Tchefminfki. The cuftom of conferring- an 
additional name for the performance of lignat 
fervices to the country, was, in imitation of the 
Romans, ufually praftifed by Conftantine and 
his fucceflbrs the Greek emperors, who reigned 
* at Constantinople. From that quarter it proba- 
bly paffed to, the Ruffians, who in the earlier 
times of their hiftory gave fimilar Appellations to 
fome of their iliuftrious leaders. Thus the great- 
duke Alexander was called Neviki for his viftorv 
over the Swedes near the Neva, and Demetrius 
Ivanovitch was denominated Donfki, for his 
conqueft of the Tartars upon the banks of the 
Don. This cuftom, which long difcontinued, 
was revived by the prefent emprefs. Marfhal 
R'omanzof received the denomination of Zadu- 
naifki, for his vi&ories fouth of the Danube • 

priuce 
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prince Dplgorucki that of Crimflci for his fuc* 
ceffes in Jhe Crimea ; and count Orlof this of 
Tchefminfki, for the naval victory in the bay of 
Tchefme. 

The houfe of count Orlof is fituated at the 
extremity of one of the' fuburbs, upon an ele- 
vated fpot, commanding a fine view of the vaft 
city of Mofcow and the neighbouring country ; . 
many feparate buildings occupy a largetratt of 
1 ground. The offices, (tables, manege, and other 
detached ftru6tures; ate of brick ; the founda* 



tion and lower ftory. of ( the dwelling^houfe are 
built with the fame material ; but the upper 
part is of wood*, neatly painted of a* green co- 
lour. We earned a letter of recommendation 
from prince Staniflaus Poniatowfki, the king of 
Poland's .nephew, to. the count, who received- 
us with great franknefs, and detained us at din- 
ner : he defired us to lay afide all form > adding, 
that he was a plain man, had a high efteem for 
the Englilh nation, and fhould be happy to ren? 
der us every fervice in his power during our (lay 
at Mofcow. Wc had the pleafure of dining fer 
Veral times 'Vith him, and always met with the 
moft polite reception. The count feemed to live 

* Woodeft houfes arc by many perfons in this country fuppofed 
to be warmer and more wbolefome than thofe of brick and ilone, 
Which is the reafon why feveral of the Ruffian nobility chhfe that 
ptirt of the houfe, which they inhabit thtmfelves, to be conitrucled 
"with wood. 

vol. i. x in 
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in the true ftyle of old * Ruffian hofpitality, and 
Itcpt an open table, abounding with a great va- 
riety of Greek wines, which he brought from 
the Archipelago. One difli, ferved on his plen- 
tiful board, was extremely delicious, and only 
inferior to our beft venifon ; it was a quarter of 
an Aftracan ftieep, remarkable for the quantity 
and flavour of the fat*. 

There was mufic during dinner, which gene- 
rally made a part of the entertainment at the 
tables of the nobility. We obferved alfo ano- 
ther ufual inftance of parade; numerous re- 
tainers and dependents were intermixed with 
the fervants, but feldom afiifted in any menial 
office : they occafionally ftood round their lord's 
chair, and feemed greatly pleafed whenever they 
were diftinguiihed by a nod or a fmile. In this 
traii^ was an Armenian, recently arrived from 
Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably to the cuftom 
of his country* inhabited a tent pitched* in the 
garden, and covered with felt* His drefscon- 
fifted of a long loofe robe tied with afkflj, large 

< I • 

.. # la the court-yard I obferved federal raecp of this fpecies rang- 
ing about theftables, fo perfectly tame that they fuffered us to 
: ftrofce *hero» They are almoft as large at fellow dttr % but with 
nsoch fhorter legs : they .have no horns, long flowing ears, and, in- 
\ ,v- *ftead of tails, a large bunch of fat, fometimes weighing thirty 
pounds. Mr. Pennant lias given an engraving of thefe iheep in 
< his Hiftory of Quadrupeds, which he has accompanied with an ac« 
curate delcription. 

breeches, 
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fc*eechei, and boots : his hair wifr cut, in the 
m&rtner of the Tartars, in a circular form ; his 
-ttcois^ere * poignard, and a bow of buffalo's 
Jiorn ftrung with the finews of thfe fame animal 
He was extremely attached to. his mafter ; njid ' 
when firft prefented, voluntarily took an oath of 
ffeklty, and fwore, in the true language of 
Eaftern hyperbole, to attack all the count's ene- 
mies ; offering, as a proof of fincerity, to cut 
off his own ears ; he alfo wifhed that all the fick- 
nefs, which at any time threatened his mafter, 
might be transferred to himfelf. He examined 
our clothes, and ieemed delighted with pointing 
out the fuperiority of his own drefs in the article 
of convenience; he threw himfelf into different 
attitudes with uncommon agility, and defied us 
to follow his example ; he danced a Calmuc 
dance, which cohfifted in draining every muf- 
cle, and writhing the body into various contorr 
tions without ftirrmg from the fpol;: he beckon- 
ed us into the garden, took great pleafure iq. 
fhowing us his tent and his arms ; and fliot ftve- 
ral arrows to an extraordinary hejght We were 
ftruck with the ' unartificial chancer of this Ar- 
menian, who feemed like a wikUman juft begin- 
ning to' be civilized .' 

Count Orlof, who is fond of the* manege, is 
efteeqied txrpoffefs, though not the largeft, yet 
the fineft ftud in Ruflia, and he was fo obliging as 

* * to 
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to gratify our curiofity by conveying us to hfe 
; country-houfe, at the diftance of fifteen miles 
from M ofcow. He conveyed us in his own car- 
riage drawn by fix horfes, harnefled with roperf, 
and placed two in front, and four a-breaft in the 
hinder row; an empty coaeh, with fix horfes, 
ranged two by two, followed for pacade. Hfc 
. was attended by four hulTars, 9iid the Armenian 
accoutred with his bow and quiver, .who conti- 
nually ihouted aud waved his han^ with the 
ftrongeft expreffions of tranfporjb ;. * he . Occas- 
ionally galloped his horfe clofe to th$ carriage; 
then fuddenly (lopped and wheeled round to the 
right or left with great rapidity. 

In our route we paffed feverai large convents* 
Xurrounded, like many of the monafieries in this 
country, with walls of brick, bearing the aph 
pearance of fmall fortrefies; we croffed the 
MofkvsL twice, and entered a circular plain of 
luxuriant pafturc, in the midft of which rifes an 
mfulated hill, with the count's houfe on the top. 
This feat commands a beautiful view of a circular 
plain, watered by the Mo&k?, and fkirted by 
gentle hills, whofe fides ^prefent a rich variety of 
wpod t coftu and pafture, • . 

The greater part of the ftud was grazing in 
the plain; ~it confided of fine ftallions, and above 
iixty brood-mares, 'moil of wfcich had foals. 
The colle&ion was gleamed from the moftdiftant 

quarters 



6. 2~  k a s c o" *v * ~* 3<& 

qd^rtm of* thd globe; ftom Arabia, Turkey, 
Tartary, Perfia, atfd England. The count -ob-* 
taiited the Arabians during his expedition in the 
Archipelago, fome as prefents ftom Ali-Bey>, 
others by purchafe or c^riqOeftffbmtheTufks:! 
aftiongft thefe he chiefly prised four h6rfes («wb; 
o# which we had Aot&ed in t!he manage at ft I of- < 
ctow) of the true Cochlear* breed, 'tfbt much * 
eftetmed^in Arabia, andiddom feen put <tf their' 
native country; • .V .. : 1 * . . : v : ! 

The count, after politely attending iitf*to theo 
(liidanct about the grounds, regaled us with a 
mod elegant entertainment, at whidfc; his viva- 
city krit charms to his fplendour and hofpitality. 
On out return 'taMofcow, we made ,;a citduit to" 
a ftijatt village fix miles from the capital, where" 
a villa was ere&ing for the einprefe, 'called Tza- 
ricind, confifting, befides the principal building* 
of eight or ten detached ftrudures in the Gothic 
tafte, which were prettily difperfed among the 
plantations. The fituation is romantic, a riling 
.ground backed with wood, and a large piece of 
water embracing the foot of the hill. 

I cannot forbear! to mention in^ this place an 
a£fc of almoft Eaftern magnificence, which this 
vifit ^afterwards occafion&L One, morning in 
the enfuing winter, at Peterfburgh, one of the^ 
$neft among the Arabian horfes, which Lord 

x 3 Herbert 
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Herbert h^d greatly admiced, was femt to fcim, 
accompanied with the following note. . .••'•/. 

", My Lord, X obferved that this! borfe pleafed , 
ypu,'&tfd therefore defire ^our acceptance of; him/ 
I:refteiYed*TO^ a prefect from Ali-Bey. , He?i* 
a tro& Arabian of the Cochlear race> and in the 
late 'ifrar was brought by the Ruffian fliipsifrom 
Arabia torme, white \ was ia the Arctyjperagol . I-; 
^ifufh he > may be as fetfriceable itayou as he has- 
been to me ; and I remain, with efteem, y*>ur 
obedient fcrvant, .' . . .;.; ~ -V. .■- -*'•-. -;; i 
. .; " CouWAlexjey Ojt^oF.Tc«EiMt»SKi.^ 

At the cJbfe of* an entertainaaent, which the, 
count gavel us rat Mofcow, hie introduced! lis to* 
the fight of a Ruffian boxingnrfiatcb, vrfncfo is. a> 
iavourite diyerfion among the common people. 
We repaired ; to the manege, where we found 
ajbout thrfee hundred peafente; aflembled. They 
divided into two .parties, each of whif.h chofe a 
chief, who called out the combatants, and pitted . 
them againft each other; only a fingiepair wa& 
allowed to engage at the fame time.,. They did 
riotftrip, and had oii thick leathern gloves witBC 
thumb- pieces, but with no feparations for the 
fingers. From the ftiffhefe of the leather they 
could fcarcely double their fifts, and many of 
them ftruck open-handed. Their attitudes were, 
different from thofe ufed by boxers in England : J 
6 . v they 
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they advanced the left foot and fide, ftretched 
the left arm towards the adverfary to Tepel his 
|>tows> and kept the right ami Twinging at lome 
diftance from the other. They generally (truck 
in : a circular dire&ion at the face and head, never 
attacked the breaft of fides, and feelned to havt^ 
jh> notion of aiming a blow directly forwards. 
When, any combatant felled his< antagonist he 
was : declared viftor, , and the conteft ceafed* 
During our fay, we witnefled about twenty fuc* 
ceffive combats Some of the men were of vaft 

. ftrength; but their mode of frghting: prevented 
roifchief ; nor did we-perceive any of thofe con* 
tnfiona and fractures in which boxing* matches in 
England frequently terminate. Both pajtfei 
were highly interefted in favotir of their sefpec? 
five champions, and feeftied at tinges inclined to 
enter the lifts in their fnpport; but the fiiil ap- 
pearance of difpute, or growing heat, was check'* 
ed by the count, who a&ed as mediator : a kitid 
word, or even a nod from him, infantly CQwy 

. pofed all differences. When he appeared defirous 
to put> an end to the combats, they humbly re- 
quefted his penniflion to honour thah with hi* 
prefenc* a little longer ; upon hia aflent, they 
bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as \ 
pjeafed as if they had received the higheft fa- 

I ybvp* The co^nt is greatly beloved by his pea* 

x 4 fanjts, 
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ftnts, and their, item countenances melted ipto 
the xnoft afFeftionate foffcnefe at his approach. 
*. Wemdde an agreeable. excuffion to Mikauika, 
She villa! xrf count Peter Paniri, a Ruffian nobler 
roan of the firft diftin&i dn, who fignalized hfimi 
feifin the. late war againft the Turks, by thecap T 
ture of Bender, anymore recently by the defeat 
of the rebel: Pugat chef. The villa is fituated at 
flic diftance^of fix miles from Mofcow, in tfre 
midft of a large fbreft. The count originally 
purpofed to raifc a grand edifice of brick, aftet 
a defign of his late wife ; hut on her death aban« 
doned this^prqjeft, and cootented himffelf with 
a coiiifbrtabJe wooden houfe at the extremity of 
his grounds^ which he firft erefted only as a tem- 
porary habitation; /His. offices, ftables, coach* 
kottfes, dog-keimfils,v lodgings for huntfmen and 
other Sneriial feryants, fprm two long ; rows . of 
detached .wpoden buildings, all with uniform 
fix>nts> neaJjy: painted* The grounds art K agree* 
ably laid; out Jn thfAyh of Engliih parks, with 
gentle flftp?*tjc/p*<wi>vis latms >of thfc fineft ver r 
dure, fc^eFpii pl^n^t*^,; and a large piece of 

w4terfrii)geii.withwoQ4 {i c . -: " , 

, We eoiiifi j#t avoid feeling extreme iatisfac* 
tion at ohferyiAg. that the Englifh ftyle! of garV 
dening had penetrated even into thefe difiant rtN 
gions.. T}ic Englito jafte< indeed* 9«il difplay 

itfelf 
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ftfelf in tliSs country to /great advantage, where 
the parks are erxtenfive, and the verdure, during 
the fhort fnnwner, uncommonly beautiful. Moft 
of the Ruffian nobles have gardeners of ourna-^ 
tion, and refign themfelvcs implicitly to their Au- 
reftion. The count, who isfynd of country di-* 
verfions, had a pack of hounds chiefly of the 
Englifh breed, confiding of an indiscriminate 
mixture of harriers, ftag> and fox-hounds, fele&»i 
ed without regard to fiee 6? fpecies. Witji thiaT 
fame pack he hunted wohres, ;deer, foxes, and 
hares. . He poffeffed likewife a fine breed of Ruf- * 
fian greyhound^ in high estimation for their 
fwiftnefs: they are ihaggy and wire-haired, and 
jfcme are taller than the largeft breed Qf New- 
foundland dogs ? 

The count entertained us with a moil fump* 
tuous dinner: we were particularly {truck with 
the quantity and quality of the fruit in the de~ 
fert: pines* peaches, apricots, grapes, pears, cher- 
ries, which can rarely in this country be obtain- 
ed without the affiftance of hot-houfes* were 
ferved in the greateft, prof ufion ?. There was a 

* Since my departure from Raffia, horticulture has been confi* 
derably improved* According to Rkhter, in his Sketch -of Mof- 
cpv, pine* are reared in great abundance in the hot»hotffe* about 
Mofcow, and may be purchafed for a ruble apiece,, I am alfo in* 
formed, by an ingenious Dutch gentleman, lately arrived from 
JJuflia, that in t^c country houfe of Prince GaUitzin,he law grapes 
nearly ripe in the open air, 

(Jelicioiui 
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delicious fpecies of ;fra<$ nielon, . which, was feat 
by laiid carriage ' frbm Aftracan t6 Mofcow;, 
though at the diftance of a tboo&nd i miles*. 
One inftance of elegance which diftinguiihed the 
dcfert, and had a pleafirig ef&# r 01 u ft not be 
omitted: at the tipper i and lower aid of the table 
verfe placed two eh&naJ vafei ^cqntaiuiag qherry-* 
totes id full leaf* and' fruit hanging on the 
boughs, which was J ga*herad -by the company, 
Weobfenredalfo in *hp defer t: a curious fpecies 
of apple, which is notftmcbimitton in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mofcow/s ilk ^ Tqmewhat larger thiw 
a golden-pippen; of thexolotir and trapiparency 
pf pale amber, and" ha* an exquifite flavour;' 
the Ruffians call ,\% &4vlnfch:. .'Theitr^e thrives 
in the open air without particular attention td 
culture, but degenerates in other countries ; the 
flips and feed, planted. in a. foreign foil, have hi- 
therto product only a common, fort of apple,' 
but never the tKwrfparent fpecies(. 

In returning from Mikaulka we paffed clqfe tot 
the villa of count Razornoufki Mettfian of the> 
Ukraine, which. had jnorethe refemblance of a 
little town than a country houfe. It confifted of 
forty or fifty buildings of different fi?es ; fqm* 
of brick, others of wood; Ibme painted, ^nd 

'•- Theft melons foxnetimes coft five pounds apiec*, and at other 
tim**they may be purchased in {lie markets offAokoyrfor ]e& than 
half a crown apiece, " ' 4 

• ; ' * • others 



r 

Others plain. r TW oo^tmaitat«i,n$bis gij^Ife 
numerous train of retainer, and a l*u gs bfrod of 
m^ficians. The Ruflito ft6W« difplay a gneat 
degree of grandeur sod magnificence in theia 
fcoufes* doraeftica, and way of living; ! Thdr 
palaces at and near Mofqow are ftnpendous pilss 
of building, aqd I am informed that their maim 
£011% at a djftance from Mofcowand Peterf- 
burgh, are upon a .ftill gumder feale ; where they: 
refide as independent prices, Jifce the feudal bar 
rons in early times, hfcve their feparate courts of 
juftice, and govern their vaffals yith almoft un- 
limited fwiiy. * 

I did not expeft to find in this northern cli- 
mate a kind of VauxhaU. It is fituated at the 
furtheft extremity of the fiiburbs in a fequeC* 
tered fpot, which has more the appearance of the 
country than of A towri. » Wb Watered by, a; co- 
vered way into, the gardens, which were fpieur 
didly illuminated* There was an elegant rotunda; 
fpr a prqmenade, .either in.cddof vainy weather/ 
and ftvejial lapartments for tea. or flipper. The 
entrance money was four flailing?. The pro- 
prietor is an Engliihman, whofe naipe is Mat* 
tpeks. The ; ©QCouragement he met with from 
the natives on this occafion enabled him .to 
engage in conftru&ing, at a great exptfnee, ^ 
brick theatre, and, as an indemnification, he ob- 
tained from the «nprefs an exclufive paten$ for 

all 
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all plays and ptiblfc *nafi^r*des, -during ten 

The^eft vietftff Moftibw is 'fifcm an emi- 
nence ab^t feur?^I!ve£^ ^of 
whfctil teY^for^tW / thc v Ruffiah'imttie, but its 
fignffobitioft -ih/iEftglfth fe S^tfo^tfAiil: upon 
tfoissiftitenCe *ei?6 the lilted *£tf ^laf ge : >pafecfr 
built fey Al£x^y ; -ifcli^haelovitcb. I^>en 6ur- re«^ 
turn^lW^ftoppei M V&Tilidffki, *the viitodf prince 
Dolg&rijek^ wWciitftaiids^pon the 4 brow of the* 
fame hilt.- * ftetifcktk' the MpfktfaT which is here 
broader *than uftial, expands into a ffcmicircle, at. 
forne diftance; and the vaft city of Mofcow 
makes a&pert) and fliagnificeht appearance :< tihe 
houfe is a large wooden building,' to which we 
afcendedby three* 5 terraffes. The prefcnt pof* 
feffor is prince D^>%oruCki Crlmiki, who dif- 
tinguifhed himfdf hy his vi$ories over the 
Turks in the Crimea- and: by the copqueft of 
that pcninfubu The models ofrfeveral fortreffes 
which iie befieged and* took, * *rfc placed in the 
gardens, among which I particularly remarked 
thofe of Yenikale^ Keufch, and |*recop. 

In traverfing 4he apartment^ the various re-» 
verfes of fortune which befell the feraily of Del- 
gorucki, occurred forcibly td-roy recolle&ionj 
specially when I furveyed the portrait of the 
princefs Catharine Dolgorucki, whofe advent 
tupe$, fo pathetie&Hy -defcribed by Miv Vi- 
-  " gor, 
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gor # , afford one of the mod affe&ing (lories in 
the annals of hiftory. That unfortunate prin* 
cefs, torn from the perfon (lie loved, was be- 
trothed' againft her inclination to the emperor 
Peter IL On his deceafe (he 'became a momea- 
tary fovereign ; but was almoft as initantiy hur- 
ried from the palace to a dungeon, where (he 
languifhed during the whole reign of the emprefe 
Anne. Being > releafed upon tlie acceflion of 
Elizabeth, (he married count Bruce, and died 
without iflue* 
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Number of churche*in Mofcow.-rTheir outward ftru&ure.— -In. 
tetior diwfSn*-— WGrihip of painted imagei^— Dcfcnption of 
an enormous bclL-^Principal building* in the Kremlin.-— An- 
ient palace.— Convent of Tfchadof. —Nunnery of ViefnovitJkoi. 
—Cathedral of St. Michael.— Tombs and.cj>ara£ters of the Tzars. 
^Genealogical tables of tip Roman fovereigns. 
.... - * 

THE places of divine worfliip at Mofcow 
are exceedingly, numerous and exclufive 
of chapels, there are 484* public churches, of 
which 199 are of brick, and the others of wood ; 
the former are commonly ftuccoed or white- 
^wafhed, the latter painted of a red colour. 

The moft antient churches are generally fquare 
buildings, with a cupola and four fmall domes f, 
fome of copper or iron gilt, others of iron tin- 
ned, either plain or painted green. Thefe cupo- 
las and domes are for the moft part ornamented 
with crpffes entwined with thin chains or wires : 

• According to Hey m, in 1793* Moscow contained 12 convents, 
9 cathedrals, and 3*6 churches. 

f The^ehurch of the Holy Trinity, fometimet called the Church 
of Jeru&lem, which ftanda in the Khitaigorod, cloie to the gate 
leading into the Kremlin, has a ttml of high Jteeple and nine or 
ten domes ; it was built in the rejga of Ivan Vaffilievitchr IL An 
Engraving of that, as well as fymc of the more antient churches, 
may be feen in Olearius and Le Bran's Travels* 

. each 
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inch crofs has tw6 tranfverfe tow*, the upper 
horizontal, tjie lower inclining, which, accord- 
ing 'to the opinion of many Ruffians, is fuppofed 
to be the form of the real croft, and that our 
Saviour was nailed to it with his arms in a hori- 
zontal pofition, and one of the legs higher than 
the other. - 1 frequently obfenred a crefcent under 
the lower bar, the meaning of which no one 
could explain f. * 

The infide of the chutch is moftiy cpmpofed of 
three parts ; that called by the G reeks *y»a*i, by 
the Ruffians Trapeza y the body ; and -the fane- 
tuary or fllrine. • >• * 

* In the body of the church are frequently four 
fquane and maflive piers, which' fupport the cu- 
pola : thefe piers, a* well as the walls and ciel- 
ing8, are painted with numerous reprefentations 
of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and different 
faints. Many of the figures are enormoufly 

• I am here describing the moft antient churches $ the jnqdent 
crones over thofe of St. Peterfbargh are moftiy Jingle. 

t^Dr. King inpenioufly accounts for the 'crefcent/ "Some ' 
churches have a crefcent under the crofs ; for when the Tartan, to 
whom Mufcovy was fubje&ed two hundred years, converted any 
of the churches into mofques for the ufe of their own religion, shey 
fixed the crefcent, the badge of Mahometanifm, upon, theme and 
when the grand-duke Ivan Bafilovitch had delivered his country 
from the Tartar yoke, and reftored thofe edifices to the Chriftiarl 
worlhip, he left the crefcent remaining, and planteda crois upon it 
as a mark of its victory over its enemy/ ' Rites and Ctremojues of 
the Greek Church, p. 23. ... 

large, 
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large, aiid e&ecuted in the rudfcft manner ; foroe 
are daubed upon the bare walk; others upoft 
large maffive plates of filver or brafs, or enclofed 
in frames of thofe metals. The heacl of each 
figure is invariably decked with a glory, which 
is a roafly femicirclei refembling an horfe-fhoe, 
of brafs, filver* or gold, and fometimes compofed 
almoft entirely of pearls and precious ftones. 
Some of the favourite faints are adorned with 
filken drapery faftened to the walls, and ftudded 
with- jewels 5 fome ate painted upon a gold 
ground, and others are wholly gilded but the face 
and hands. Towards the extremity of tbe bodjr 
of the church is a flight of fteps leading to the 
tfirine j and between thefe fteps and the fhrme is 
ufually a platform, upon which the officiating 
minifter {lands and performs part of the fervice* 

The ihrine or fanftuary is divided from the 
body <yf the church by the Inconojlas, or ikreen, 
generally the part the moft richly ornamented, 
and on which the moft holy pictures are painted 
or hung*. In its centre are the folding, called 
the holy, royal, or beautiful doors, which lead to 

• «• On the north fide of the royal doors the picture of the Virgin 
is always placed, and that of JefuS on the fouth j next to which is 
that of the feint to whom the church is dedicated * the situation of 
the reft is indifferent. Candles dr lamps* are ufually fufpended be- 
fore the images of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral others, and 
fometimes kept perpetually burning." Dr. King on the Greek 
jchurch, p. 29 5 to which book I would refer the reader. * 

the 
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the flirine, within which is the holy table, as 
Dr. King well defcribes it, "with four fmall co- 
" lumns to fupport . a canopy over it : from 
" which a peri fter ion, or dove, is fufpended, as 
a fymbol of the Holy Ghoft; upon the holy 
table the crofs is always laid, and the Golpel," 
and the pyxis, or box, in which' a part of the 
confecrated elements is preferved, for vifiting 
the fick or other purpofes*." 
It is contrary to the tenets of the Greek reli- 
gion to admit a carved image within the 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition in 
Scripture, " Thou ihalt not make to thyfelf a 
'*< graven image," &c. By not confidering, the 
prohibition as extending to reprefentations by 
painting, the Greek canonifts, while they fol- 
low the letter, depart from^ the fpirit of the 
commandment, which pofitively forbids us to 
worihip the likenefs of any thing under whatever 
form, or in whatever manner it may be deli- 
neated. 

Over the door of each church is the portrait 
of the patron faint, to which the common peo- 
ple pay homage as they pafs, by taking off their 
hats, croffing themfelves, and occafionally touch- 
ing the ground with their heads; a ceremony 
which I often faw them repeat nine or ten times 
in fucceffion. -• ' " 

• King on the Greek church, p. 26. 

vol. i. y Before 
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Before I clofe the general description of the; 
Ruffian churches, .1 muft not forget their hells, 
which form, I may almoft fay, no inconfidera- 
ble part of divine worfliip ; as the length or 
ihortnefs of their appeals afcertains the greater 
or Ieffer fanftity of the day. They kre hung in 
belfreys detached from the church, and- do not 
fwing like our bells, but are fixed immoveably 
to the beams ; are rung by- a rope tied to the 
clapper, and pulled fideways. Some of thefe 
bells are of a ftupendous fize : one in the belfrey 
of St. Ivan's church weighs 3551 Ruffian poods, 
or 127,836 Englifli pounds. It has always been 
efteemed a meritorious aft of religiojj to prefent 
a church with bells, and the piety pf the donor 
has been measured by their magnitude. Ac- 
cording to this mode of eftimation, Boris Go- 
dunof, who gave* a bell of 288,000 pounds tQ 
the cathedral of Mofcow, was the moil pioua 
fovereign of Ruffia, until he was furp&ffed by 
the emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bell was 
caft, weighing 432,000 pounds, which exceeds 
in bignefs every bell in the known world. The 
fize is fo enormous, that I could fcarcely have 
credited the account of its magnitude had I not 
myfelf afcertained the dimenfions. The height 
is nineteen feet, circumference at the bottom 
fixty-three feet eleven inches, greateft thicknefs 

twenty-; 
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twenty -three inches*. The beam to which this 
vaft machine was fattened, bejng accidentally 
burnt, the bell fell down, and a fragment was 
broken off towards the bottom, which left an 
aperture large enough to admit two perfons a- 
breaft without (looping, 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Kremlin, 
I had frequent opportunities of examining the 
principal buildings, 

- The palace, inhabited by the antient tzars, 
{lands at the extremity of the Kremlin* Part of 
this palace is old, and continues in the fame 
ftate in which it was built under Ivan Vaflilie-*" 
vitch I. The remainder has been fucceffively 
added at different intervals without any plan, 
and in various fly les of architefture, which has 
produced a motley pile of building, remarkable 
for its incongruity. The top is thickly fet with 
numerous little gilded fpires and globes ; and a 
large portion of the front is decofated with the 
arms of all the provinces which compofe the 
Ruffian empire, The apartments are in general 
exceedingly fmall, excepting one fingle room, 
called the council-chamber, in which the^an- 
1 tient tzars ufed to give audience to foreign em- 
baffadors, and which has been repeatedly de» 
fcribed by feveral Englifh travellers, who vifited 
Mofcow before the Imperial refidence was trunk 

x * Mr. Hanway, in his Travels, has given an acajrate defcrip* 
$on and engraving of this bell. 

y % ferred 
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ferred to Peterfburgh. The room is large and 
vaulted, and has in the centre an enormous pillar 
of ftbne, which fupports the cieling** 

This palace, in which the tzars formerly heldj 
their courts in all the fplendour of Eaftern pomp, 
was once efteemed by the natives an edifice of 
unparalleled magnificence: fince the modem im- 
provements in architefture, it is far furpafied by 
the ordinary manfions of the nobility, and by no 
means calculated even for the temporary refi- 
dence of the fovereignf. 

In this palace Peter the Great was born in 
1672; an event here mentioned, not only be* 
caufe it is remarkable in the annals of this coun- 
try ; but becaufe the Ruffians themfelves were, 
till lately, unacquainted with the birth-place of 
their favourite hero. That honour was ufually 
afcribed to Columna, which, on that fuppofi- 
tion, has been profanely ftyled the Bethlehem of 
Ruffia ; but the judicious Muller has unquef- 
tionably proved, that the Imperial palace of 
Mofcow was the place of Peter's nativity J. I 
was greatly difappointed that we could not view 

• '« The poof of the audience-chamber was arched and fup- 
ported by a great pillar in the middle.** Lord Carlifle's Embafly, 
p. 149. In the fealt which Alexey Michaelovitch gave to the Earl 
of Carlifle, this great pillar was adorned with a 1 wonderful variety of 
gold and filver veflels, p. 292. 

f The emperor Paul ordered this venerable feat of the Ruffian 
mbnarchs to be reftored and fitted up as a manfion for hunfelf and 
his family. / 

J See Journ. St. Pet. 

that 
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that part of the palace called the treafury. The 
keeper being lately dead, the door was fealed up, 
and could not be opened until a fucceflbr was 
appointed. Befide the crown, jewels, and royal 
robes, ufed at the coronation of the fovereign, 
this repofitory contains feveral curiofities which 
relate to and illuftrate the hiftory of this country. 
There are two convents in the Kremlin ; one 
a niinnery, and the other a monaftery for men, 
called Tchudof. It is well known in the Ruffian 
hiftory as the place in which the tzar Vaffili 
Shuifki was confined (1610) after his depofition f 
and from whence he was conveyed into Poland ; 
where he only exchanged one prifon for another 
ftill more difmal, and fell a vi&im to his own 
difappointment and chagrin, as well as to the 
ill-treatment of the Poles. We are naturally led 
to compaffionate the fate of a depofed monarch, 
who dragged on a miferable exiftence amidft the 
horrors of perpetual imprifonment ; but the 
black, ingratitude of Vaffili Shuiflu towards De-, 
metrius, his fovereign and benefactor, almoft 
extinguifhes our fenfe of his calamities. For 
even if the perfon who affumed the name of 
Demetrius was au impoftor, Shuifki, when con- 
demned for high-treafon to an ignominious 
death, was indebted to him for his pardon ; an 
a6t of clemency ill requited by the dsgofition 
and murder of his benefaftor *. 

• See^Chap.7. 

y3 . The 
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The nunnery, called Viefnovitfkoi, was found- 
ed in 1393 by Eudoxia, wife of the great-duke 
Dmitri Ivanovitch Donfki, who wa& canonifed 
and interred under the altar. The abbefe po- 
litely accompanied u$ over the convent, and 
pointed out every object worthy of attention. 
She firft conduced us to the principal chapel^ 
which contains the tombs of feveral tzarinas and 
princeffes of the Imperial family. The tombs 
refemble ftone-coffins laid on the floor, -and rang- 
ed in rows: fome were inclofed with brafs, and 
others with iron balluftradea, but the greater, 
number had no diftin&ion of this fort. Each, 
fepulchre was covered with a pail of crimfon or 
black velvet; ornamented with an embroidered 
crofs, and edged with a border of gold and filver 
lace ; over thefe, on great feftivals, are laid other 
coverings of gold andTilver tiffue, richly ftudded 
with pearls and precious {tones. The abbefs 
obligingly prefented me with a MS. Ruffian ac- 
count of the princefies interred in the church. 
Having examined thefe repofitories of the dead, 
and furveyed the rich veftments of the priefts, 
and tHe figures of various faints painted on the 
Vails, the abbefs invited us to her apartment. 
She led the way, and at the top of the flairs, as 
we entered the anti-chamber, ftruck the floor two 
or three blows with her ivory-handled cane; 
when a chorus of twenty nuns received us 

' . with 
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with hymns, which they continued finging as 
long as we ftaid ; the melody wa3 not unpleafirig* 
In an adjoining room tea was fexved to the com- 
pany,- and a table was plentifully fpread with 
pickled herrings, flicea of fait fifli, cheefe, bread, 
butter, and cakes; champagne and liqueurs 
were prefented by the abbefs herfelf* - After par* 
taking of thefe refrefliments, we attended the ab- 
befs through the apartment* of the nuns, many 
of whom were employed in embroidering facer-* 
dotal habits for the archbifhop of Mofcow, and 
then took our leave. 

The nuns wotta a long robe of black ftufF, 
black veils, black fdrehead-cloth, and bkck 
wrappers under the chin ; the abbefs was dif- 
tinguifhed by a robe of black filk. Meat is pro* 
hibited, and the nuns live chiefly upon fifh, eggs, 
and vegetables. In other refpefts the order is 
not rigid, atid they are allowed to pay occafional 
vifits in the town. 

I have already had occafion td mention the 
great numbei* of churches contained in this city* 
The Kreirlin is not without its ihare ; in a fmall 
Compafs I counted eight almoft contiguous to 
each other. Two of thefe churches, St. Mi- 
chael's, and the Affumption of the Virgin Mary, 
are remarkable ; the one being the place where 
the fovereigns were formerly interred, and 
the other where they are crowned Thefe edi* 

Y4 ficeg 
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fices are both in the faftie ftyle of archite&ure ; 
and w£re probably conftiu&ed by Solario of 
Milaft, who built the walls  of the Kremlin* 
Though the archited was obliged to conform 
his plan to the ftyle of ecclefiaftical buildings 
whicli prevailed in Ruffia J yet their exterio* fonA 
is not inelegant, although it is An oblong fquare; 
and too high in proportion to the breadth. 

In the cathedral of St. Michael I viewed the 
tombs of. the Ruffian fovereigns. The bodies 
are not, as with us, depofited in vaults, or be- 
neath the pavement, but are entombed in raifed 
fepiilchres, xnoftly of brick, in the fhape of a 
coffin, and about two feet in height. When I 
vifited the cathedral, the moft antient were co* 
vered with palls of red cloth, others of red velvet, 
and that of Peter II. with gold tiffue*, bordered 
with filver. fringe and ermine. Each tomb has 
at its lower extremity a fmall filver plate, bearing 
the name of the deceafed fovereign, with the 
sera of his death. 

. From the time that Mofeow became the Im- 
perial refidence to the dole of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, all the tzars have been interred in this ca- 
thedral; excepting Boris Godunof, whofe re- 
inains are depofited in the convent of the Holy 
Trinity f; the tzar, under the name of Deme- 

' * On great feftivalrf all the fepulch/es are covered with rich pall* 
of gold or filver brocade, ftadded with pearls and jewels. 
t$ccCbap.6. . 

trius, 
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trlus*, who was deftroyed in a tumult, and Vaf- 
fili Shuiflci, who died in captivity at Warfew. 

The tomb of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. juftly efteem- 
cd the founder of Ruffian greatnefs, claimed my 
principal attention. At his acceflioii to the 
throne, in 1462, Ruffia formed a colle&ion of 
petty principalities engaged in perpetual wars 
with each other* fome nominally fubje6l to the 
great-duke of Mofcow, and all, with that mo- 
narch hirtifelf, tributary to the Tartars p I van, 
in the courfe of a long and profperous reign, gav^ 
a new afpeft to the Ruffian affairs : he annexed 
to his dominions the duchies of Tver and other 
neighbouring principalities, fubdued Novogo* 
rod, and, what was ftill more glorious and be- 
neficial, he refcued thjs country from the Tartar 
yoke, and refufed the payment of the ignomi- 
nious tribute exa&ed from his predeceffors. He 
had no fooner delivered Ruffia from this depen- 
dence, than his alliance was courted by many 

* See Chap. 7. 

f The fervitude of the great-duke will appear from a paflage in 
Cromer, the Polifli hiftorian. « Whenever the Tartar, embauadort 
were fent to Mofcow in order to collect the accuftomed tribute, the 
groat-duke ufed to meet them, and offer, as a mark of his refpeft 
a cup of mare's milk j and if a drop chanced \o fall upon the mane 
of the horfe on which the Tartar embaffador was fitting, he would 
himfelflick it up. When they reached the hall of audience, the 
embafladors read the khan's letter, feated upon a carpet of the 
choiceft furs, while the great-duke with his nobles knelt, and lif- 
tened in refpe&ful filence," Cromer, L. 29. p. 647. 

European 
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European fovereigns ; and during his feign Mof- 
cow faw, for the firft time, embaffadors from the 
emperor of Germany, the pope, the grand-lignor, 
the kings of Poland and Denmark, and the re* 
public of Venice* 

The talents of this able monarch were not con* 
fined to military aJtchievements : Ruffia was in- 
debted to him for the improvement of her com- 
merce, and for opening a more ready communi- 
cation with the European nations. . Under hi* 
aufpices, the knowledge of gunpowder and the 
art of calling cannon were firft brought into Ruf* 
fia by Ariftotle of Bologna*. He employed the 
lame artift |> as well as other foreigners, to recoil 
the Ruffian money, hitherto disfigured by Tartar 
inscriptions ; he engaged, at a vaft expence, 
Italian artifts to enclofe the Kremlins of Mofcow 
and Novogorod tfith walls of brick, and to ere& 
feveral churches and other public ftruftures with 
the fame materials^:. For his varioiis civil and 
military fervices he defervedly acquired the name 
of Grpat. Ivan is defcribed as a perfon of 
gigantic ftature, and ferocious afpe& His man* 
ners and deportment, ftrongly infefted with the 
barbarifm of his age and country, were fome- 

* Bachmeifter's Eflki fur la Bib. de Peterf. p. 28. . 
+"Ponevinus. v 

J A vaft effort in thofe barbarous times, and which deferves to 

be mentioned, becauJb at his acceflion to the throne almoft all the 

buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

# what 
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what foftcned and polifhed by the example of his 
fecond wife Sophia* ; a Grecian princefs of con- 
fummate beauty and winning addrefs, who to 
all the fofter graces of her fex added a manly 
fpirit ; and who, while ihe infufed into her huf- 
band a tafte for the arts of peace, animated him 
to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended to the 
aggrandizement of his country. 

Ivan the Great died in 1505, in the 67th year 
of his age : on each fide of his remains are depo* 
fited thofe of his father Vafili Vaflilfevitch, fur- 
named The Blind /f; and of hisfon Vaffili Iva- 
novitch, who fucceeded x him in the throne, and 
expired in 1533. 

In a finall chapel adjoining to thefe tombs, is 

* Sophia was daughter of Thomas Palaologus, brother of (jon- 
fhuitine the laft Grecian emperor, who loft his life when Conftanti- 
Aople was taken by the Turks in 1453. Soon after that event So- 
phia repaired to Rome with her father, where they lived under the 
protection of the pope, who is faid to have negotiated her marriage 
with the great-duke, and even to' have beftowed her portion, in 
hopes of procuring, through her influence, great advantages to the 
.Roman catholic religion in Ruffia. But thefe hopes were fruftrat- 
edj for Sophia, on her marriage, in 1482, embraced the Geek 
religion. She encouraged her hufband in making off the Tartar 
yoke, and probably aflifted him in procuring the ableft architects 
from Italy. See Herberftein, in Rer. Mof. Comm. p. 7^ alfo Pau. 
Jovfi De Leg. Mof.— Ibid. p. 129. 

f He received the appellation of The Blind, becaufe his eyes had 
been put out by order of his uncle, who, having formerly depofed 
him, pra&ifed this cruel expedient to difqualify him from re-afcend- 
ingthe throne. He was afterwards, however, reinftated in the fo- 
vereignty by the affection of his fubjec"h. / 

the 
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the fepulchre of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. * fon and 
fucceffor of Vaffili Ivanovitch. This fovereign 
is branded by many writers with the name of 
tyrant y and reprefented as the moft odious mon- 
fter that ever difgraced human nature. In . de- 
lineating, however, his general chara&er, they 
are fometimes guilty of falfehood |, and often of 
exaggeration, and feem totally to forget' many 
great qualities which he certainly poffeffed. 
Though wfe fliould not give implicit credit to 
many idle reports of his favagenefs and inhuma- 
nity ; yet it would be equally abfurd, and con- 
trary to hiftory evidence, to deny or attempt to 

* Called, by the Englilh writers, John Bafilovitz. 

f Thus fome writers affert, that when he walked out, or made a 
progrefs through his dominions, if he met any one whofe mien dif- 
pieafed him, he would command his head to be (truck off, or do it 
hirafelf. Others as abfurdly relate, that he would order bears to be 
letloofe upon a crowd of people aflembled in the ftreets of Moicow, 
and diverted himfelf with the cries and, agonies of the perfons de ' 
Toured by thofe ferocious animals. Olearius informs Us, that Ivan 
wantonly commanded the eyes of the architect, who built the 
church of the Holy Trinity at Mofcow, to be put out, that he 
might never conftrufr any building of fuperior beauty. Thefe in- 
credible tales confute themfelvesj buT the following charge we are 
able to contradict from our own hiftory. Ivan is faid to have or- 
dered the hat of the Englifh embaflador, Sir Jerome Bowes, to be 
nailed to his hea*d, becaufe he refufed to take it off in his pre- 
fence. This report was occasioned, by the exaggerated account 
of a mifunderftanding between the tzar and Sir Jerome Bowes, 
wnich is related in the embaflador's difpatches. Hactyuyt's Col- 
legion of Voyages, v. I. p. 460, &c. 

apologife 
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apologife for many cruelties * a&ually Committed 
by, this monarch, who, like Peter the Great, did 
not reckon clemency among the number of his 
virtues. 

But while we regard the ferocity of his tem- 
per with abhorrence, we cannot refufe the tribute 
of admiration to' his political character. He 
raifed the.fuperftru&uredf the Ruffian grandeur, 
of which his grandfather laid the foundation. 
Infteadof a defultory militia, colle&ed in hafte, 
and always impatient to diflband, he inftituted a 
{landing army ; he abolifhed the ufe of the bow, 
hitherto the principal weapon among the Ruf- 
fians ; he trained them to fire-arms, and intro- 
duced a more regular difcipline. By means of 
this formidable body, he extended his dominions 
on all fides, conquered the kingdoms of Cafan 
and Afiracan, and rendered the Ruffian name 
refpe&able to the diftant powers of Europe, He 
gave to his fubje&s the firft code of written laws ; 
he invited foreign artifts | to Mofcow, intro-r 
duced printing into Ruffia, promoted commerce, 

* Inftances of which the reader will find in the 6th Chap, of this 
Book, and the ad of Book 4. 

f Above three hundred artifts of all profefiions, namely, painters, 
fculptors, architects, watch-makers, bell-founders, miners, ar- 
mourerg, ftationers, mafons, Sec. have already arrived at Lubec in'' 
their way to Mofcow, but were prevented from proceeding by the 
intrigues of the inhabitants of Lubec, arid the natives of Livonia; 
See PacJuneifteryEflai Air la Bib. &c. p. 32, 

and 
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and regulated the duties of export and import j 
he permitted Englilh merchants to eftablifh fac- 
tories within his dominions, ajid, with a libera* ' 
lity not always praftifed by more enlightened fo» 
vereigns, granted to them the free exercife of 
theirreligion 5 he had even forjned the defign, 
which death alone* prevented, ofinftituting va* 
rious feminarics for the* cultivation of the Latin 
and German languages. 

Ivan Vaflilieyitch JI f (died in 1584, in an agony 
of grief at the death of his eldeft fon Ivan, whofe 
remains are placed contiguous to, thofe of his 
father. Hiftorians Jmve recorded, that this 
prince received his death from the-perfon to 
whom he was .indebted for his life, by an unfor* 
.tunate blow on the tempje. The enemies of the 
tear imputed this melancholy cataftrophe to de* 
fign ; while his apologifts ftrenuoufly laboured to 
reprefent it as iperely accidental. On weighing 
thefe difcordarit accounts with impartiality, \\ 
appears, that the blow was either cafual, or, if 
defigned to chaftize, not intended to be fatal. 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fucceflbr of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch II. is interred in the fame chapel j 
a prince of fuch weak in tellers and notorious in-r 
papacity, as to be a mere phantom of foycreignty, 
and entirely under the di region of his brother- 
in-law Boris Godunof. Feodor afcepded the 
throne in }584, and expired in 15£8 ; in bin} 
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ended the sriale line of the fovereigns of the 
houfe of Ruric*, a family which governed Rqf- 
iia for a period of more than feyen centuries. 

Among the tombs in this church, the mod rc» 
jnarkable is that which contains the body of a 
child, fuppofed by the Ruffians to be .the third 
fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. who is faid to have 
]been afiaffinated at Vglitz, in the ninth year of 
"Jus age, by order of Boris Godunof. This tomh, 
jvhich is more diftipguiihed than thofe of the 
Ruffian fovereigns, is of brafs, and highly orna- 
mented. The child is claffed among the faints 
pf the Ruffian calendar, and, according to the 
legends of, the church, " his body is faid to have 
performed miracles, and is believed by the ere* 
dulous to remain uncorrupted. The top of the 
fepulchre is frequently uncovered, and, during 
jlivine fervice on the feftival of St. Alexander 
Nevflci, I obferved feveral Ruffians kiffihg the 
infide with great marks of devotion. The hifc 
tory of the affaffination at Vglitz, and the ad- 
ventures of the real or pretended Demetrius, re-: 
guire a feparate narrative |- 

The fovereigns of the houfe pf Romanof aje 
interred in the body of the church : their tombs 
are placed on each fide between the mafly piers 
irhich fupport the roof. 

• Unlcfs Demetrius was the real ion of Ivan Vaflllicyitch II. 
t See Chapter 7, ' 

The 
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The firft of this illuftrious line is Michael 
Feodorovitch ; whofe ele&ion in 1 6 1 3 put a final 
period to a long fcene of civil bloodfhed, and 
reftored tranquillity to his diftra&ed country. 
He owed his elevation to his high rank and 
princely defcent ; but more particularly to , the 
virtues, abilities, and popularity of his father 
Philaretes. Ladiflaus, prince of Poland r having 
received a tender of the c? own, from a body of 
Ruffian nobles, aflumed the title of tzar, and 
eftablifhed a garrifon at Mofcow: foon after- 
wards a powerful party, averfe to the govern* 
inent of a foreigner, expelled the Poles from the 
capital, and unanimoufly advanced Michael to 
the throne, though fcarcely feventeen years of 
age. It is lingular, that he was raifed to this 
high ftation, not only without his knowledge, 
but even in repugnance to his own inclination. 
When the deputies from Mofcow arrived at Co£ 
tromA, where he refided with his mother, and 
acquainted him with his eleftion, Michael, re- 
cpllefting the dreadful cataftrophes which had 
befallen all the tzars fince the demife of Feodor 
Ivanovitch, and refle&ing on the diftra&ed ftate 
of Ruffia, burft into tears, and declined a crown, 
which feemed to entail deftruftion upon thofc 
who had ventured to wear it*. Overcome, how* 

• See Bufching's Account of the Election of Michael. Hiit. 
M« II. p. 403. 

ever, 



ever, by the import^ttHies of the 4«p»^ and 
dazzled with the fplendour of royalty,; Michael 
at length yielded to the wtthes of his country, 
and rqpairing without delay to Mofcow, waa 
. crooned with the ufual folemnities. Though he 
afcended the throne < with relu&ance, he filled it 
with dignity, and found a prote&ion from thofe 
difinfters which overwhelmed his immediate pre* 
deqeffors, in his owAdifc?e#pfl> i n Jhe wife coun- 
fels of his father, and iti the affe&ion of hp fub- 
je&s. Michael died in 1645, after ajnofperous 
reign of as years. 

. Alexfey Michaelovitch his fpn, whofe afhes 
are contiguous to his remain?, is chiefly known 
by foreigners as the father of Peter the Great ; 
but he deferves likewife our attention for his 
own public virtues, and for many falutary infti* 
tut ions. He revifed, amended, and neM'-model- 
ed the code of laws compiled by Ivan Vaffilie* 
vitch II. ; he introduced a more regular disci- 
pline into the army, and invited^ foreign officers 
into his fervice ; he procured from Amfterdam 
ihip-builders, whom he employed in conftruft- 
ing veffels for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea : 
in a word, he traced the great outlines of thofe 

* Mayepberg lays, among- t&e foreign officers in the fervice of 
Altxdy Michaelovitch, were two generals, two field-marfhals, mom 
than a hundred colonels, majors, captains, lieutenant J, andenfignt 
in proportion- * 

vol. i' • • % - z regula- 



regulations, which tfere'aftl^^ 
. enlarged by the vaft getfo&vtf hil ftfn Pttwthtf 
Great:- Atexty deceafiM m : 1676* fcrtfcessJ 
year of his reigti, and the- 4$th of h& age. \ - - 
Oppofite to thefepulchre of Alex^'a^^'«jHrfe > 
of his- fons Feodo* and Ivan/ Feodor, ftfco l fiic-' 
ceeded his father in the throne, ft deferibed fe/ 
Voltaire and others a* a prince who poffefled a 
vigorous mind in a weak frame, andwhofe ad-' 
fliiniftration was dignified with many ufefbl and 
glorious regulations. Btft incapacity, -no lefr 
than ill-health, difqualified hifh frOrii ' cdnduft-' 
trig the affairs of government ; he tefighed hhn- 
felf to the dirte6tton of his fifter Sophia, 'and al£ 
the beneficial afts of his adiftiniftraSft^iftuft 'be' 
afcribed to her influence, and to 4he abilities 
of his prime minifier the gVeat Gatitfcm. ." Feo-* 
dor, after a fhOrt reign of fix years, -ftink under 
the diforders which had^ long preyed upon hi^ 
frame. 

' Ivan, fecond brother of FeodoF, was tfightfut 

heir of the throne; being debilitated by epileptic 

fits, both in body and iftind*, was at firft «x-« 

x eluded 

• Schleiffing, who "was at Mofcow during the sdnriniftration of 
Sophia, thus defcribes the perfon of Ivan.' " Ivan Alexey, the eldeft- 
tzar, is ill-formed- by nature, infom^ch that he can neither rightly 
fee, rea4» xvox {peak. He always "wears a piece of green filk before 
has eges. Lb or4er.to_prevent the upper part of jus fece ftoKLoeiiig 
ieen on account or its deformity. But he is very pious and de? 
yont, and as, on account of his weak conftitutien, he cannot hunt, 
* 3 or 
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i. Michael Feodqrovitch, cleft 
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t_» 



2. ALExtY Michaelovitch, died 1676; married, 1: Mat 4 



j. Fiodoi Alexievitch, born 
1651 j died 1682* 



4. IVAfr ^LEJCIEVITCH, DOITl 1 666 J 

died 1695 ; married Profkovb 
Soltikof. 
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Cathaiike Ivanofka, died 1733; 
married Charles Leopold duke of 
Mecklenburg**. - 



7^ Anne Ivanofna^ born 1694.; 
Emprcfs 1730 j died 1740; 
' married Frederick William 
i duke of Courland, 



Ahkk» Regent of Ruflia, 1740; 
died in prifon at Kolmogoti 
1746 ; married Anthony Ulric 
brother to the. duke of Brunf, 
wi&*~ Anthony'di'ed 1782. 



,._.... 



6. 



_i 1. 



,d .m ) 



8. Ivan, born anS 'Emperor 
1740; depofed 1741; put 
to death at Schluffclburgh 



.ii <!» . 
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jp Alexander, b« 
married Lou if a p 
Badea, now Eliza* 
jetftia] fStnptrbr 



tfite r H6ufe of 'Rott-Attbitv 



i 
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ed : T«ar : *t6i3'; *died 163^. 



ia'ttftttia Mllbffaifsky ; 2. Natalia Kirilofna Narifkin. 



Sop hi a,. ^Ed 11704. 
Alexey h;id many 
other daughters, 
who all died un- 
married. 



.' i 1 



4. tPetkr twb Grteat, by Natalia, horn 
1672; died 1725: married, 1. Eudokia 
Lapukin j , 

2, 5. Catharine, who was born about 1689; 
Emprefs 1725 ; died 1727. 



Alexey Petrovitch, 
by Eudokia, born 1691; 
died 1718 ; married 
Charlotte princefs of 
Brunfwick, 



Anne Petrofna, by 
Catharine, b. 1707; 
d. 1730 ; m. Charles 
Frederick duke of 
Holftein Gottorp. 



9. Elizab-etp, 
by Catharine, 
bo. 1 709; Em-, 
prefs 17^1 j d. 
176 1. 



Peter II. Alexievitch, 
born 1715; Emperor .1727 j 

-died 173O0' 



10. Peter III. born 1728; Emperor 1761 5 
depofed and died 1762; married 

1*1. Catharine II. princefs of Anhalu 
Zerbzt, the prefent Emprefs, bora 

1729 j a. ^96., i v 



I2 r £niuf J* etrovit c inborn 1754; married 

1. Natalia princefs of Hefle-Darmftidt ; 

2. Maria princefs of Wurtenburgh Stut- 
~ g ard 3 Emper or ^796 5' d. 1801. 



i t ><i.« I4 *i j »** ( i<- *| "*  



)rn 1777 ; 
•rincefs of 
fcethAJex* . 



Constantine, born 1779; Michael 

married Juliana princefs of b. 179S. 

3axe Cobourg. 



CHAP. 



duded from the fucceffion as incapable of dif- 
charging the funftions of government ; but being 
afterwards recognized as joint- fovereign with his 
half-brother Peter the Great, he was confidered 
merely as a puppet, to fatisfy the. multitude, and 
ftc^re tp his adherents a iharein.the adminif* 
trfction <tf affairs. He fcas allowed to continue 
ttfis ftate-pageant during tKe remainder of his 
life; and his death, which happened in 1698, 
$f$ f^i^jf^rwrved by his fubje#s, and upt 
kftftwp to the reft of Europe, except by the omif- 
fiap of his name in tU$ .public a&s. 

The fupc^ecUng fomeigns are interred at Pe* 
terflwrg, excepting Peter il whofe aihes repofc 
InXhn (fqfthed?^ This xnoaarch, the fon of the 
ftqforttmate Jeardvitch Alexfcy, was born i$. 
iWfo fuccee&d in 1727 Catharine I, and died 
in ;ir780,;of Ch$ fatall-pox* on the day appointed 
fprJjW.mMi'ifrge! ifttfh princefs Dolgorucki. His 
death. wa» occasioned by the iguoranee of the 
phffalhn*,', *tfio ; ;tfeatpd his diforder as a ma* 
ttgPftftt fevefi iJJe Quired g?eat popularity 
by fixing, during the lattfcr p*tt. of his fliort 
H\gp, his Jttflwi^reiktejifite at Mofcow, Her 
*^>#g#1,t«d ,a3fHfc£.^ajidfon of .Petti 1 thef 
Q?0»1;i^nd; as th« pfiflKrf in whom the male line 
of; jthe, hptffe of fowaattof became eKtinft. . 

ftO'ttiu'J^.Violcntextrtifi^ ljeisthe shore coiiftaftt in his ftM* 
dance at church, and never anife^a'prc^flion. ..Hr» fliort i» Mtf 
j^trfon* \wry thin, and is now 30 yean of age/' 
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athedral of the Aflumption of the Virgin Mary. in the Kremlinv 

* '—Tombs of the kuflian patriarchs.^6r^h 'arid a^dfiiidnofi&i 

r patriarchal QUgnJty,~Accoufet'of;.tfie patriarch Khitoetf^f4thef 

. of the houfe of Romanoff— Biograiihicai; anecdote?, uof the jm» 

triarch Nicon. 

* j i -'«■»-» • * 

<TP H E cathedral of the Afluinptibn fef #«? 

*«*■" Virgin Mary, appropriated X&\k€cb¥xM^ 
tion of the Ruffian foveneigns, sAfo fikait&l 
hi the Kremlin, is the mofi magriifioeat tfeinple 
in Mofcow. The ikreen is in many parts cover- 
ed with plates of folid filvcr and- gold richly 
Worked . From the centre of th£ rod£ hangs' tia" 
enormous chandelier of frfaffy filver, freigldnj* 
6940 pounds : it was made hi England, ahd prt^ 
fented by Morofof, f rime-mihfftep ^of ^Al^x^ 
Michaelo vitch *; The &cred veffete and epifcdk 
pal veftments are extremfely Mh; -but the wfctlt-' 
njanfhip is in general rude, aid by no flifeaas 
6qual to the materials^ ' -' ' rr*a ': -.■•„; r 
* Many of the painted figUrifc which fcevef tlie 
fiifide walls are 6f a coloffel 4i*e, fend w&ti efcey 
6uted fo early as theitofe'af tlie fifWerttfc- «S*P 
tury. This church alto Ciffi«sitis a tofead'dfUti 

'* According ta.Starfcfa kw&s< a jtefcnl from the VefletianW 
lorii Goduoof, "and weight a8oo pounds. 

Virgin* 
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Viigjis>;iupp.Qfed.tO;^ye been; painted by- St 
Luke, and greatly celebrated in this counfcy ftnp 
the* p$Ftfc-9f -wH'kiftg miracles. The face is 

&ft|i<fcft rWa§fo; $?e -head; is ornamented with a 

. it 

gJ&y-ofrpfecipuS ftone^^nd the hand? and body 

^&£gilded,; wfyicfe gi^ it ^-grpteff^ue appear- 
ances It i$ placed iji the fkreen, $,nd enclofed 
within p filver cafe, whicji is never rejnoyed but 
on: great feftivals, or to gratify the -curiofity 
of ^rangprjs. ; This Madonna* according to the 
tradition of the church, was brought from 
Greece to Kiof. transferred from thence to 
Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofcow. It 
feeiris to have been a Grecian painting, and was 
jprobably anterior to the revival of the art. in 

Italy*. 

In 

«. * * * 

. * I law feveral rtprefeatation* of tfu; Virgin in. the north of 
Italy fimilar to this painting;, {pate were called the productions of 
St Luke, others of Cimabue"; or his fcholars. The complexion in 
ihefe was:4tkewife of a dujky hue* . Probably the Grecian paint- 
ers reprefenteA the Virgin; of a dark complexion* which was co- 
pied ty Ciinafoe and the earjjeft Italian artifts, who received the 
art from the Greeks. Le Bmyn, fpeaking of this Madonna at 
Jtfofcow, fays, " It is very gloomy and almofl bjack ; but whe- 
*£her . this proceeds from the efte&s of time, or the fmoke of ta- 
pers, -or the fancy of the painter ; certain it is, there is no great 
matter in it," &c. Travels, vol. I. p. 70: Afl ingenious author, 
.in a late publication, mentions in the monafery of Monte Virgine, 
a Coloflal portrait of the Virgin Mary, which pafles for the work of 
St. Luke the Evangeliftj and adds, " There are in Italy and elfe- 
where fome dozens of black, ugly Madonnas, which all pa£ fcjr 
Ifee work of hji han&, and as iuch are revered, 1 ' To whicl^ pa(- 
- * ?3 *fcge' 



ft4ft TRAVELS IX &U35IA. & ft 

In ftWathtfteUrt depofitecl the rdmfldtoqf 

the Ruffian patriarchs. •' ; \ ; 

The'firft was J6b, before wfcofe tijfl* th« pfit 
mate of the Ruffian church Was fuflftagkh %o the 
patriarch' <tf Con{lantiftopte. ; Job, being me* 
tropolitatt afohbifliop of M^>fcow, *as, in 1588, 
inftalled in this cathedral patriarch of Kuffia, by 
Jeremias, patriarch of Conftantinople.— The de* 
remony of tranflating the fee from the SapUal«f 
Turkey to this city is thus defcrib#i : by an au«? 
thor, who ^a$ himfelf 'prefent** " ■- ' ' « ; 

a • 

iage he fubjoins the following not** but without citing bis autho* 
fity : " The origin of this fable, or rather miftake, appears to bc f 
that about 4 fche 'time That paintings of hojy fubje&s came into; 
fafhion, there lived at Conflantinople a painter called Lujce» who, 
hy many reprefeatations of the Virgin, acquired a very tranfeen? 
dent reputation. He \yas a man of exemplary life, and on account 
of his piety, sfed'the edifying ufe he Made Of hit talents, was ge- 
nerally kno#n by the name of' tfrcHoly t,\ike* In ptpseik of time, 
when the epocha and circumftasce~s of his life were forgotten by the 
vulgar, and his performances had acquired by age ft finoky, ffcsjky 
xalr, fufficient to perplex the fhort-fighsed connoifleure of tlftoft 
days, devotees afcribed his pt&jtres to the-Eyftngelift, who was pro* 
rtounqed a painter, becaufe they knew ef fie other feint of the 
name, and beeauft, if he had been a painter, no one could have bee) 
fuch opportunities of examining and delineating the features of 
f he holy modek* * Swinburne's Travels in the Two Sieves, p. iet f 
«For proof of the introduction of painting into Ruflla and Italy by 
-the Greek*, fee' the Defcription of the Cathedral of St. Sophia a£ 
$ifoyogorod. * 

• Fletcher's Ruffia, Chap, 2 1. This author adds, that Jeremias^ 
■whom he calls Hieronimo, had been either bamfhed jrom Conitaiw 
Jinopleby the Turks, or depofed bjr*the Creek- clergy $ that he 

came; 



fcr-r^ft ft? %5tliiOf. January, 1508, the-jGn 



<* # 



IftfWfcrf^o^au^d with the $uffe, «:kargi& 

»fe^^g,the grraft%chHmh of Prepbfffte,. of owe 
i^^MB^in'^iBp^rpur^.^aftle, where ho 

8P# e $» #f atiop, apd delivered hie resignation in 
^4»ftf«fte«t of wtttfRft, *nd fo.,l#id.dotyaliH 
|»V#f'*Wbfetflfe-; '.which was prefently received 

fey *teilB*fcr&pofcte. iof b&fcOcOi aad djvers other 
#frf^<mjff$^frd abgtit : tfce inauguration of the 

* rg^f mQilyejierabte Qf' Job's {uccteffors m tip 
patri^ichfct ijec wf^v^hil^tes, r who, though no 
^efye&igftrh^f}^ $ $0tebrated as. the. founder 
#f -thrift .-£i{jp of &ttffia# monarchs, diftipguiflied 
fcy thf n^H>e o^ tlie iHoufe of Romanof*. Hi* 
fecul^^ame w^s Ifeodor, and he drew his lineage 
#ron> Andrew, a Pjruflian prince/ who came into 
£ufiia jfcbout the twiddle of the fourteenth ci^ 

<came to Mofcow without any invitation from the Radians, to ob- 
tain money from FeodoV fvanovitch, and with this view propo& 
*d the translation of the patriarchal fee from ConfiantroopSe to 
Mofcow* Others dray that. he. was either depofed or banitaed, and 
relate, that the tzar having formally demanded the confent of the 
font patriarchs' of Alexandria, Antioch, Conftantinople, and Je» 
ruiakm, to the eflabUffcment of aftew patriarch i&Ruflia, they ac- 
ceded to the teqqeft* and folemnly deputed Jeremias to Mofcow, 
jyho inyefted the metropolitan Job with jtKe new dignity. King on 
Jhe Greek Church, p . 496. 

- ** th ©on&quence of a cuftom prevalent among the Ruffians to 
ifcjopt {he appellation of the grandfather for a family name, the new 
jroyal line wa* called Romanof, in honour of Roman, Feodor't 
grandfatKcrt * - ' 

24 tury, 
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ftey, 1 &nd wbofe immediate defeendants enjoyed 
thfc hl^heft offices under the fovereigns of this 
country .c Feodor wa^ : fth r «6f Nikita Bbinano^ 
vitch, great' grandfdri-6f : Ahdrewj' and' bf other 
of Anaftafia* lift" wife of Ivan Vaflilievitch IK 
When Boris GGdunof was elevated to the throde, 
the high birth, great abilities, and popularity of 
Feodor Romanof rendered him fo obnedddtts t^ 
the new -monarch, that he was compelled i& 
affume the priefthood, and confined in a ii&mSfc 
*ery; on which occafion he, according 1 to 4he • 
RuiTian ciiftom, changed his- name to Philaretes. 

On the acceffion of the fovereign * whom the 
Ruffians call the Falfe Demetrius, Philaretes wa* 
releafed from confinement, and appointed t6 
the archbifliopric of Roftof. Soon after the 
depofition of V&ffili Shuifki, a ftrong party 
- among the nobles having agreed to eleft Ladi- 
flaus, fon of Sigifmond III. king of Poland, 
tzar of Ruffi^ J Philaretes was difpatched, at the 
head of an embafly, to fettle the conditions of 
his fon's eleSion. He found the Poliih mo- 
narch engaged in the fiege of. Smolenfko; and 
when the king demanded the immediate cef- 
fion of that town, Philaretes replied, " When 
your fon has afcended our throne, ' hi* will pofiefs 
not only Smolenfko, but all Ruffia, and it ill be- 
comes you to difmember his territories." Sigif* 
mond, exafperated at this fphited reply, and ftill 

farther 



ifethef infomie&oy the «*i<mftratt<!» dtthe en*. » 
fegffaddrs igainff-liis eondbft Wards Ruffia; ar- 
jt'^ed and thrtw them into prifdn, "PJiilaWtes hut-* 
gttiflted nine years in the caftle & MaiientMTgh*, 
inPrttflRai under a rigorous' confinement." 

His abfence, however,' did not dimrnifli the, 
veneraticm which the Ruffians entertained for 
hifl i ehamfter. the whole nation unanimoufly 
Cftfe&rred the crown on his Con Michafcl; a youth- 
only in the feventeenth year of his age ; in 
Hopes thai a peace with Poland would reftore 
^Hflafetes to his country, : and render him thr 
dftefior of that power with which they inveft- 
ed his fon. This expectation \pas gratified at 
ffte^ruee of Develina, concluded in 1619, be- 
tween Ruflia and Poland, which pnre Phila- 
refcts to the wiflies of the people. On his ar- 
rival at Mofcow he was confeerated patriarch, 
and became the red, though not the oftenfible 
fovereign of this country, as his ion held the 
reins of .government under his dire&ion. He 
was in veiled with the adminiftration of affairs ; 
his name was frequently affociated in the public 
atts with that of the tzar ; he gave audience to 
embafladors, and on many public occalions was 
permitted to take precedence of his fonf . His 

f. Bufching. Hiit. Mag. ▼. II, p. 403, 

f Schmid, Ruff. Gef. t. II. p« 13.— Bufching. Uift. Mag. 
y 9 VII* P- jag.-^OIcarim, 

experience! 
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him wrifc&itfAWp #&MwmM&&y^j\!fas 

rptgja |*6cUiai«d$*0 *i|dorn Pthi&feg^;jpi|jw^ 
Philaretes daedjai i^sa, in-an Z&vW&diPgfa-f&ti 
jpittte&fev ->iis fo® ${4 th^yhale kingdom, ., ; >| 

-Thfc la& .of rthsfefpafliajchs; wa§/44?i %9j(n a^ 
jKbefodenajfe, J8T.160& Pejter&e ^rp#, #ffiifgg{ 
jj#mmnBia|e aft**ce#br{ .gad in 1731 tb£pftta#>> 
(pjfel dignity Mjasfe,nmaHyabftU^gd.~ ; [; ;: ; . r no 
: In a former chapter J. oWerved<{ that.jher^sjsfl 
m> feat* in the ft*ffiftn, ; ,churche3,;tl^c^q|p||j^f 
of the Greek ; wjrihjp. requiring •#$ per&jjs.,.^ 
g«nd during $he performance $f /divine feraq5 9 
la thi« cathedf a^pbferyed. jj WO _^^e4^i§j^ 
n«*r.*be flc*|en, enclofed. wjtjx *a& m$o*t &$*} 
one is appropriate^,*© the foyjerejgB* the-oti^ 
Vis formerly defied, for . thfc patftafch, - wj>^ 
ftate and grandeur jrere tot « inferior- $e thofe #£ 
the tear himfelf, Upon fome public iOcqaiio$ 
the archbi&dp of ,Nov©goiod,,.«^.a£ph«d. t** 
have the patriarchal, dignity neyiv^d in- his;pef» 
ion, pointing to the place foi^naer^r occupied by 
the patriarch, remarked to Petjer, " Sire, thai 
ftru&ure is nowufelefs; wilj. not your majefty, 
order it to be renioved?" Peter was Client; bu| 
the archbifhop repeating the. queftion, replied, ' 
" That place. mail not be removed, nor mall you 

$1 it V ',"'•• 

f From prince Volkonfki. : 

The/ 
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hoflttfe RwJf&a^* ft*kmv£le?en; p*U!^!&* fr^ 

the firft eftabliflimenj; of the dignity in fjb??ff£ir 

£m>oftJ6b f cteitaSMl jMHibtt'f&cr jtfce; d»ath 

i«Shtf*i}ly p^rjfctfh: not iafcffffld »•? tfftfectfitfr 

^yftl? i ^^WmQiime^tion on cMtemp&iixtg thm 

ferjf fetr tbf -rfccoifrnt of a prehttt* ;,«tfoito fome 
Itoffiaas ftUli^<^a&>A»tichrifiiiuadothew.trf©Tf 
ta: a' fruit; a&d whofe extrafcrdinaty ^hara&f* 
ItasJnevierjbeen faitVuUy xeprefented £* tjbfc Bljg* 
lig reader, •: .-. ; . v ;,: ;: • * 

V- Wicdii fraa.barti ia Jflis; ft* •nv^geuof *K.e 
f^reramimit ..of Nifhnfci NovogDrod, of obfcure 
farerite*. . He received, at the baptifimal font* the 
totaeof Nikita, whicly when he i became* topnk, 
he changed to N icon, ^e wa* educated in~ the 
txmvenf of St, Macarjus, lender the care of i. 
*raonk. From the courfe of his Hudies* which 
leere alipoft folely dire&ed to the Holy Scrip* 
tures, and the exhortations of his. preceptor, he 
imbibed, at a very early period, the ft ranged *t$- 
tachment to a monaftic life, and was only pre- 
vented from following l)b inclination by the»au* 
fhority of his father. Iji conformity, fiowev^ 
to the willies of his family, he entered ;int6 ma- 
trimony ; au^i ^ tljat ftate precljadpd him from 
• ' ' " being, 
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itei% admitted ititb a ccffiVentj hfc &ai brdrfified 

«'ftdArpriefh«\ •'' ^'" ' "^ - "•- < - ^ -^ 
^With-hisr wife he paflfed ten ye&ts ;* &&«*«, 
pataii-^eft r lrfSfei6 countiy ivillii£e, Ufld Mi&* 
^**d&M Mfcfcotf in the fente capacity ; fcuttofi*^ 
tht€^PchiMrHn, ^ftcnsv he tenderly loyq), his di<t 
gttft for the; woWd atid his p*openflty tofoli&ufe 
TCtfctfted with redoubled violence';? and, haWftg 
p^Huaded-his *rife to take the veil, hefcnteiteii into 
the monadic orcfer. He xshofe for his oVra re- 
treat a ftnall ifland of the White^Sea, inhabited 
<8k\y by a few perfbns, who formed a kind of 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, as remarkable for 
the auAerity of tfie rules as for the folitttde of 
4he Situation : twehoe monks occupied feparate 
cells, equally diftitnt from each other* and froia 
tlie church which Aood in the: centre of the 
ifland. Thefe lonely anchorites aflfembled fegut 
larly on Saturday evening in, the.chu*ch> where 
they afflfted in the performance *6£ divine fervice 
during the whole nighVarid the next day until 
noon, and then retired*, to -their refpe6iive liaf- 
bitations. This prance was repeated on • ceiv 
tain feftivals; at other times eachreclufe occu- 
pied his cell undifturbed by mutual intercourfe p . 
Their food was bread, arid fifli which they 
caught themfelves, or procured from the con*. 



 Twoycrftr, or a mile and a'half, 



tj^uom 
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tigubus cbntiAmfc Such Afas the iitoaJ&m/ta 
which Nicoij jretircd, as congenial to the gibomy 
ffotfrrf his; own mind ;j where; broking dafofr 
tudefapoa the uncertainty <rf hiJm^ Hfe > he traa 
H3i}]£ppfy led fca coniider tltettqftstifchafingf *u£ 
tefoicfoag accfytatfefetoitfae' Stt[ma» xBciagy and 
pcmira&cd J t^#fetofk^iphid^bt&^ 
siioy. to his tf irtuts? «oti pfoYB&rfhe; gxc&efrjbr 
fefir in his tolkartBffb^qMrfabOi ';nilUrto:an^railtad 

i^AftfaKa j(bMtirefid«ilo6'MD firi* afhuid* Jiicaar 
«cd^atqe* 4he . ehfef.ktf ^lfe;oc«to&«lcalLciW 

bIhbiftinitMtw**ofclo«v to raarenfMit^^icmiW 
hwilduig vitetP chuitth. ^ H6 ^as&artrij* faetfun^ 
bLfafrm this expeditifm^wftieii^ a#rtheritrfiigati l aii 
if the chitf, Iwhoriihe had offended during thq 
jpurney, hfe-wa* oonipelled by the other monks 
to retire from the ifland. lie embarked' in >. vp 
open boat, with only a fmgle pfcrfon, in a higfa[ 
ilea: being overtaken by a violent {form, /he wias 
tolTed about in continual danger ; o£ ptriibitg ; 
Hut was at length driven upon an ifland naair/the 
mouth of the Onega. ;. . ::^.L 

r from this ifland he repaired to a monaftery o£ 
the contiguous continent ; and was admittedinto 
thefocicty ; but inftead of inhabiting an kpifct- 
v&mt ; in the convent, he conftruded a feparat* 
5rHl qu anradjacent ifland ; where he lived \qMp.tb* 

 v " f . * % * ^"ii'T^aln 
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&thwfote&he Mtogfcfrtwtth Kis otm hand*, and ue-* 
Vcr vififcd thrf ifif»fi#wy W>dttt»y4hetidac of* 
^)ne^fe?xn^c> : ; In icowfequenoc iof thifc melixfe 
afed rigid way of life hc^^ashtjld in higdi efktem 
%^ A^^bostixre^ iaErflii bm^tihisi >death { . of vfli^iftip^ 
iioc ^ct iih wimqnfiy a*i&&* tt>:fije vacant digj 

i&F' I 111 «<*H*hMte*ii^^ th*ee ytersy 

lriietip^eing: flrawnr Jby feju^fainity ' affair^ to 
Mdcow r .heft^icafuA^ to ithet2jat 

Alexfey Michaelovitch, who, captivated with hist 
tariotis t&leiits and exteofhri^learjiiag, jdet&ihed 
hinrat Msibow, undietr to iiiiinedta4b fcrote&nttb 
Withhii k& than tfcve (yteaj»ohfa)imsofutefrffi^dy 
ctaaftfed ardriraaodrii* or . dfrbfrt^ <rf > the Mttraft 
f&{kwXMiTA*ts, aschbafhoptof Novegorod, ^Ad 
patriaxciL u x)f JBuffik; He defiroifed thefe rfcpUS 
promcAioiikby^ara!^ affiainblagc e£ extraordinary* 
quairtidJj^.^rhichie^fen hia emSmiete attsrvfed him W 
poflfefe; ;undaunJjf d coiirage r in^0 teachable m^ 
fair, 1 exalted dharity; '-cempralirinfive learhingy 
a^ C0BlKiaJiding4:io(iUeiice; >> y '■ 

* >W3§ite iatfehbiihop :pf- N"Giiog^pori 7 to which 
dignity he was raifed in i649^ v he<gavea'memor«* 
ablewiftanceof firmnefeanddiCcretion. 1 During 
a r tebbciltv the Imperial govettvovp prince Feodor 
Kfttyf, took refiige in the at chidpifcopii : palafctf 
*£*iftft the fttfy of the in(urgeaa«$ who, . burftw 
feig Opp the gate*; threatened -in&mt -pillage if 
tfctf governor was not delivered to them without 

delays 



ifefty.'J ^JdorfT' ^"hftgiSi: <5f ^acCbding ttftfthf8& 
-ftaii^ feW^^viTtce^ JiSR) the ttridft&^tteife, , 
-ftrtdTfttfeifrwd them to jk*C6~ Tli*ipO'p«lsJctt," i&- 
-flamci Wfttadri^fi by«h€^p^ftiV<ap^a8ffl8$ 
-RMiAtflh^tifti^ f ag&ftdtffttor geHterfceftO'lfiiA-} 
^y^aflkAifeft Kttrf wttfr'ft<to"rt/:dife^edithf&% 
-ftie^fcair, &nd «ffi$ed> tftfcfcf ipecietf of • tteleritete 
*«& ; indignity to his*-f>erfofei^ Beirig :<:©hVey«d 
^ th* pakcfr-in^-ftate'of'fefenfibffit^, J h£tyfe 
ifcB&aWfrett-'by uftm^dittte-afliftajice} 'but, «^trd« 
■fefs' ©f t&e 'h*imMifcn#<ftftgef IrWvtt He had 
sjbft efcaped, he pterfi%d i^ feig refolktfcin, either 
%© appeaie the tumutti or perflh?ni tW attempt, 
^fth this defigii; as ; if devoting hiittfelf • to eer-> 
Ham death, heeotofefifetf'atod received tBefacnn 
4heWvaad' repaired <to the town-houfe; irhe¥e'the 
%forgeiits Were aflfembled. r He confdfchdeti 
•them by his prefence; 'foftclied them Into «*- 
'p^ntahce -by $ ; fifth, bat -pathetic • addfefe, -and 
-perfuading%BeM ; to difpflft, fran^ttiflityWM- 
"flantly reff oted. • Tbii calriY,! However- Tfo&'&fo 
long duration : tfife - fedition, allayed #y t^ 3pY* 
'tit and ek>qucficeof Tricon,- tfas* kgaWftJmented 
by -the ringleaders' of the tuniHlt^aiid^okeiritb 
open 'rebellion ; many ; of - the 'Jnhabftati^re- 
: ti6iftttfed' -their allegiance to the tedr; andf -pro* 
"pofed tydfeliver the town into the hands- ifirftfct 
^!ng af Pdland. The prelate, hto^eter, oij nn- 
-daunted ; %y this change in their fentiimeftlS, : c<^ 
f - tmued 



Amued his efforts to bring them b$£k tp th&r 
duty: ;hi$. remonfti^auces and exhortations gra- 
duaUy prevailed ; many flocked to his palace, dc- 
firing his interceffion with their enraged fove- 
reigh; and though the remainder o£ the iijdfur • 
-|jente Wpcked up the avenues to the town, yet 
he contrived, at the.perii of his life, to fend in* 
■formation to the tzar. Being armed, by a cpm* 
^tffioj* from Mojfcgw, with full powers, her, by 
,a vigorous, exertion qf authority, but without 
the effufiqji of bloody finally quelled the rebel- 
lion. - To him was committed the trial of the 
rebels, and the difpofal of life and death; an 
office ^rhich hp executed ^ith as much judgment 
jas lenity. The leader of the . iedition was alone 
puniihed with dqath ; ten of hi$ moft mutinous 
adherents were knooftd and banifhed, and a 
few , were, condemned to alhort inrorifonment. 
Nicon nqhjy forgave the outrage committed 
againft his own perfon ; and in qhaftizing the 
jpublic offence tempered the feverity of juftice 
with the feelings of humanity . 
; He gained the refpe& of the inhabitants, by the 
jjfflwetijgd affiduity with which he performed the 
funftions of his archiepifcopal office, and con- 
ciliated their affe&ion by a&s of unbounded 
charity. He built and endowed alms-houfe&fqr 
widows^ old men, and orphans, wa£ the great 
.jatroiiaf the indigent, the zealous pi*ote&or,af 

the 
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the lower clafs of men againft the oppreffions of 
the great, and during a dreadful famine, appro- 
priated the revenues of his fee to the general 
relief of the poor; 

Nicon was no lefs confpicuotis in the vigilant 
difcharge of his patriarchal office, to which he 
was appointed in 165S, only in the 39th year of 
his age* He inftituted feminaries for theinftruc-. 
tion of priefts iu the Greek and Latin languages, 
fend enriched the patriarchal library with rare 
ecclefiafticaland claffical manufcripts, drawn from 
a convent at .Mount Athos. By a diligent revi- 
fal of the Holy Scriptures, and a collation of th$ 
various editions of the Old and New Teftament, 
perceiving many errors in the printed copies of 
the Bible and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice, he 
prevailed upon the tzar to fummon a general 
council of the Greek church at Mofcow, in 
which he prefided. By his arguments, autho- 
rity, and influence, it was determined that the 
moft antient Sclavonian verfion of the Bible was 
exaft, and that the errors with which the later 
copies abounded ffiould be corrected. He m- 
fpe&ed and fuperintended the printing of a new 
edition of the Sclavonian Bible, which was be- 
come extremely rare. He removed from the 
churches the pi6lures of deceafed perfons, to 
which many of the Ruffians offered a blind ado- 
' ration ; he abuliflied afew.ceremonieswhichhad 
vol. i. a a bfeu 
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been carried to a fuperftitxous excefs: in a word, 
his labours tended more to the reformation of 
the church, than the united efforts of all his pre- 
deceflbrs in the patriarchal chair. 

Nor was he folcly diftinguifhed in his pro- 
feffional charafter ; but proved himfelf no Ie& 
qualified in a civil capacity. Although hi* 
ftudies were hitherto confined to ecclefiaftical 
fubjects, and 'the reclufenefs of his former life 
fecmed to impede the attainment of politi- 
cal knowledge ; yet he was no fooner called to 
a public ftation, than his abilities, expanded in 
proportion as the objefts which they embraced 
became more numerous and important; his fa- 
gacity, fharpened by continual application, foon 
rendered him mafter of the moft intricate affairs, 
taught him to difcriminate the moft oppofite in- 
tercfts, and to adopt that decifive line of con- 
duct which marks the great and enlightened 
.ftateiman. Being confulted by the tzar on all 
occaiions, he foon became the foul of his coun- 
cils*, and gained the afcendancy in the cabinet 

* The influence .whieji Nicon, from the fuperiority of his. ge- 
.nius, obtained in the tzar's councils, perhaps induced Voltaire, m 
his erroneous account oT this patriarch, to declare, that he " vou- 
lut elever fa chaire au-deflus du trone j non feulement il ufurpait le 
droit de s'affeoxr dans le fenat a cote du czar, mars il pretendaitr 
quVn ne pouvait faire ni la guerre ni i&paix-fans fori conJentememV* 
&c. Hill, de Pierre le Grand, p. 74. From Voltaire, the com* 
piler of the article of Rufiia, in the Univerial Hiitory, has adopted 
this idle aiiertion. V. 38. p. 140* 

by 
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by the vail luperiority of his genius, ever fertile 
in expedients, and zealous to recommend the 
ttoft fpirited measures* 

Having thus attained the highfeft fummit of 
human grandeur to which a fubjeft can arrive, 
he fell a vi<5Hm to popular difcontents^ and to 
the cabals of a court; His fall, no lefs fudderi 
than his rife, inay be traced from the following 
Caufes: The removal of the painted images from 
the churches difgufted a large party among the 
Ruffians fuperftitioufly addi&ed to the adoration 
of their anceftors ; the correction of the errors 
in the Liturgy and Bible,- the abolition of fomc 
ceremonies, and the admiflion of a few others 
(introduced, perhaps, with too much hafte, and 
without due deference to the prejudices of his 
countrymen), occafioned a fchifm in the church ; 
* many pcrfons averfe to all innovations, and ad- 
hering to the old tenets and ceremonies, formed 
& confiderable feft under the appellation of Old 
Believers, and, rifing in feveral parts, created 
much difturbance to the ftatfc, circumftances na- 
turally imputed to Nicon by his enemies. . He 
excited the hatred of an ignorant and indolent 
clergy by the appointment of Greek and Latin 
frmiuaries ; he raifed the^envy and jealoufy of 
the prime-minifter and courtier^Jby his predomi- 
nance in the cabinet, and by the Jhaughtinefs of 

a a a his 



S56 



TRAVELS IN RHSSIl. 



B. & 



his deportment, offended the tzarina and het •fit* 
ther, who were implacable in their refentment. 

All thefe parties uniting in one great combi- 
nation, Nicon haftcned his fall by a fuperciliou* 
demeanour, which, occafionally bordered upon 
arrogance ; by trufting folely for his fupport to 
the xiefti tude of his condu6l and the favour of hi* 
fovcreign, and by difdaining to guard againft 
what he confidered as the petty intrigues of a 
court. 

The only circumftance which feemed wanting 
to complete his difgrace was the lofs of Alex&yY 
protection; and this was at. length effected h$ 
the gradual, but fecret infinuations of the tza* 
rina and her party, who finally availed themfelvea 
of an urifiiccefsful war with Poland, of which 
the patriarch is faid to have been the principal 
advifen Nicon, finding himfelf excluded from 
the prefence of a fovercign accufiomed to con* 
fult him on every emergency, 'and difdairting to 
hold thehiglieft office in the kingdom, when he 
had loft the confidence of his mafter, aftonhhed 
the public by a voluntary abdication of his patri- 
archal dignity. This meafure, cenfitred by many 
as hafty and imprudent, and highly exprefiive of 
♦that pride which ftroiigly marked his character, 
ihuft yet be efteemed manly and refolute, which 
even thofe who condemn canndt but admire. It 
. 1* ' / \ may 
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naay alfo admit of great palliation, if we con- 
fider that the popular odium was riling againft 
him; that a powerful party had fecretly effected 
his difgrace, and that, as he forefaw his fall, he 
preferred a voluntary abdication of his dignity 
to a forcible depofition; chufing to refign with, 
ipirit what he could not retain without mean* 
nef«*, 

, This abdication took place on the lOtk of 
July, O. S. 1658, and he quitted his exalted 
ftation with the fame greatnefs of foul with M r hich 
he had afcended it. He was permitted to retain 
the title of patriarch, while the fuji&ions of his 
office were performed by the archbifliop of No* 
vogotoxl. He. chofe for the ptece of his refi- 
dence the convent of Jerufalem, built and en- 
flowed by himfelf. On his arrival he re^affumed 
his reclufe way of life, and pra£Hfed the moft 
rigid mortifications. The hermitage he inhabit-- 
ed is thus defcrihed by an authorf, who viiited 
the fpot in the beginning of this century : " A 
winding ftair-cafe, fo narrow that one man could 
hardly pafs, leads to the little chapel of about 

* This is the opinion of Mayerberg, who came to Mofcow fix 
years after his abdication : After enumerating the caufes of his fall, 
lie adds, * Propter qua? omnia omnibus txofits, et ad, exilinm com- 
wunibus <votu expetitus patrocinium nullum mvenerit in fayore 
Alexii, cujus an i mum fenfim abalienaverant ja£Hs jn longum odijs 
juxor et focer illi ob privatas caufas in fenny* p. 87. ' 

f Perry 3 s State of Ruflia, v. I. p. 140. 

a a 3 a fathom 
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a fathom in the fquare, in which the patriarch 
ufed to perform his folitary worfhip. The rooif* 
in which he lived was not much larger ; in it 
hung a broad ironrplate, with a crofs of brafs 
fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above twenty 
pounds, all which the faid patriarch wore about 
his neck for twenty yearirtogether. His bed was 
a fquare ftone two ells in length, and Scarcely 
one in breadth, oyer which was fpread nothing 
but a cover of ruihes. Below in the houfe was 
a fmall chimney, in which the patriarch ufed to 
drefs his own vi&uals." 

Nicon, however, did notwaftehis whole time 
in the performance of ufelefs aufterities; but 
employed himfelf in compiling a regular feries of 
Ruffian annalifts from Neftor, the earlieft hiftor 
rian of this country, to the reign of Alexfey 
Michaelovitch. He purfued this plan with 
his accuftomed ^eal. After comparing and col-: 
lating numerous manufcripts, he digefted the 
whole collation in chronological order into 
& work, which is called fometimes, from its au- 
thor, %he Chronicle of Nicon, and fometimes, 
from the place where it was begun and depofited* 
the Chronicle of the Convent pf Jerufalejn, 
This compilation, the labour of twenty years, :« 
juftly efteemed, by the beft Ruffian hiftorians, q, 
work of the. greateft authority ; and was cpnfi- 
tiered, by the vcumble author, of fuch im- 

portance 
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portance to the hiftory of his country, that, in 
the true fpirit of enthufiafm, he begins the per- 
formance by anathematizing all thofe who fhould 
attempt to alter the minuteft expreflion. 

The innocent manner in which he pafifed his 
time could not proteft him from the perfecutione 
of his enemies, who were apprehenfive that 
while he retained the name of patriarch, he might 
be reinftated in his former dignity. Repeated 
complaints were urged againfi him : every dif* 
turbance, occafioned by the old believers, was 
made a mmtter of ferious accufation ; not only 
Ijis former conduct was arraigned, but new 
crimes were 'invented to render him ftill more 
obnoxious. He was accuftd of difrcfpe&ful 
expreflions relating to the tzar, in a letter to the 
patriarch of Conftantinople,' of holding a trea- 
sonable correfpondence, and receiving bribes 
from the ting of Poland^ 

The tzar, continually befet by the patriarch's 
enemies, was prevailed on to proceed to the moft 
.violent extremities. He convened, in 1666. a 
general council of the Greek and Ruffian clergv 
at Mofcow, who, after a ihort deliberation, for- 
mally depofed Nicon from the patriarchal fee, 
and baniflicd him to a diftant convent. Tl# 
principal caufe affigned for this depofition was, 
that Nicon, having by a voluntary abdication 
ineanly deferted his flyck, was unworthy to fill 
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the patriarchal chair. This futile allegation is 3. 
fufficient proof that the other crimes were ma-* 
licioufly circulated to prejudice the tzar, and to 
influence the judges. In conformity to his fen* 
tence, Nicon was degraded to the condition of 
a common monk, and imprifoned in the convent 
of Therapont, in the government of Bielozero, 
His confinement was for fome time extremely ri- 
gorous ; becaufe, confeious of his own integrity, 
he perfifted in a denial of guilt, and refufed to 
accept a pardon for crimes which he had neve* 
committed. Upon the death of Alexfyj in 1676, 
Feodor, probably at the inftigation of his primer 
minifter, prince Galitzin, the patron and friend of 
genius, permitted Nicon to remove to the convent 
pf St. Cyril, where he enjoyed perfect liberty. 

Nicon furvived his depofition fifteen years, . 
In 1(581 he obtained permiffion to return to the 
- convent of Jerufalem, that he might end Jii* 
days in that favourite fpot, but expired upon the 
road near Yaroflaf, in the 66th year of his age. 
His remains were tranfportcd to the convent of 
Jerufalem, and buried with all the ceremonies 
which are ufual at the interment of patriarchs *. 

 For the Hiftory of Niton, I have followed Muller in his Na- 
^hricht von Novogorod in S. R. G. vol. V. p. 541 to 559. L'Evef. 
que has alfo drawn from the fame fonrce a fpirited and candid ac- 
count of this great patriarch, to which I acknowledge myfelf in- 
debted for a few refle&ions, Hi#. de Ruflie, y. IIJ. p. 391 to 3045 
alio 417 to 43a, 
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CHAP, 5. 

Jhiffian archives.— Englifti ftate-papers.— Commencement of the 
connection between the courts of London and Mofc©w.^~Cor- 
refpondence between queen Elizabeth and the tzar IvanVaflUic- 
yitch II. — His demand of the lady Anne Haftings in marriage.-— 
Account of that negotiation .-rOt her difpatches.— Rife of the 
title of tzar.— Negotiation between peter the Great and the Eu* 
ropean courts relative to the title of emperor.-r-Univetfity.-- 
Syllabus of the le&ures.-^-Matthaei's Catalogue of the Greefc 
manufcripts in the library of the Holy §ynod.-rHymn to Ceres 
attributed to Homer. 

MR. Myller obligingly accompanied us to 
the place in the Khijtaigorod, where the 
public archives are depofited : it is a ftrong brick 
building, containing feveral vaulted apartments 
with ijon floors, Thefe archives, confifiing of 
numerous ftate^papers, were crowded into boxes, 
Aiid thrown afide like common lumber ; until the 
prefcnt emprefs ordered them to be revifed and 
Arranged. In conformity to this mandate, Mr, 
Mulier has difpofedthem,in chronological order, 
;and any fingle document may be infpefted with 
little trouble. They are enclofed in feparate ca* 
binets with glafs doors: thofe relative to Ruffia, 
jare clafied according to the feveral provinces to 
which they relate ; and over each cabinet is in- 
scribed the naipe of the province. In thefern^ 
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manner the manufcripts relative to foreign king* 
doms are placed in feparate divifions under the 
refpe&ive titles of Poland, Sweden, England, 
France, Germany, &c. The papers which 'cour 
cerned my native country principally engaged 
my attention. The earlieft correfpondence ber 
tween the fovcreigns of England and Ruffia 
commenced in the middle of the 16th century, 
foon after the difcovery pf Archangel, and chiefly 
relates to the permiffion of *radc granted exclu- 
fively to the Engli/h company of merchants fet- 
tled in Ituffia. The fir ft record is an original let-? 
ter of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 
acknowledging the receipt of a difpatch trans- 
mitted to England by his embafiador Ofef Nir- 
phea, and returning thanks for the liberty of 
opening a free trade throughout the Ruffian do- 
minions. The charter of privileges granted by 
the tzar to the Englifli merchants, together with 
the numerous letters which he received from 
Elizabeth, are preferred, in this colle&ion, and 
are moftly publiihed in Hackluyt's Voyages: 
one, however, -not found in that work, is dated 
the 18th of May, 1570, in which Elizabeth, 
among other cxpreffions of friendship, offers to 
Ivan Vaffilievitch, if compelled by an infurreo 
tionto quit his country, an afyluin in England. 
This letter was figned by Elizabeth in the pre* 
fence of her fufcret council: amongftthc figna- 

turcs 
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ture& I noticed the names of Bacon, Leycefteiv 
and Cecil. 

Some hiftorians having afferted, that Ivan 
Vaflilievitch II. carried his perfonai refpe& for 
queen Elizabeth fo far as to be one of herfuitors; 
while Camden only relates, that he propofed to 
marry lady Anne Haftings, daughter of the earl 
of Huntingdon, my Curiofity led me to make 
inquiries into this tranfa&ion. With refpeft to 
any treaty of marriage between the tzar and 
Elizabeth, the archives aVe filent; but furniflied. 
fome curious particulars in regard to the intend- 
ed efpoufal of lady Anne Haftings. 

The firft hint of this match was fuggefted by 
Dr. Robert Jacob, a phyfician, whom Elizabeth, 
at the tzar's requeft, fent to Mofcow. Jacob, 
acquainted with- the ficklenefs of Ivan in his 
amours, and his define of gou trading an alliance 
with a foreign priricefs, extolled the beauty, ac* 
complifhments, and rank of lady Anne Haftings, 
whom fce reprefented as niece of the queen, and 
(daughter of an independent prince, and infpired 
the tz^r with a ftrong inclination to efpoufe her, 
although he had ju^ft married his fifth wife Ma* 
yia Feoderofna. The tzar, fired by his defcrip- 
tionj difpatched Gregory Pirfemfkoi, a Ruffian . 
nobleman of the firft. diftin<5tion, to England, to 
make a formal demand of the lady for his wife. 
By iiis inftru6tion$ 3 he was ordered, aftet a con- 
ference 



\ 
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f&rence with the queen, to procure an interview 

with the lady, obtain her portrait, and inform 

himfelf of the r^nk and fituation of hex family : 

Jhe/svas then to x requcft that an Englifli embaffa- 

dor might return with him to Mofcow, with full 

powers to adjuft the conditions of the marriage. 

If an objcdion Ihould be raifed, that Ivan was 

already married, he was directed to anfwer, that 

the tzar, having efpoufed a fubjeft, was at lir 

bcriv' to divorce her : and if it was afked, what 

provifion ihould be made for the children by lady 

Anne Ilaftings, he was intruded to reply, that 

Fcodor, the eldeft prince, was heir to the throne * 

but that her children ihoidd be amply endowed. 

•In confequence of thefe orders, Pirfemfkoi 
repaired to London, had an audience of Eliza- 
beth, fawlady Haftings, who had juft recovered 
from the fmall-pox, procured her portrait, and 
returned to Mofcow in 1583, accompanied with 
an Englifh embaflador, Sir Jerome Bowes. Tha 
latter, a perfon of a capricious difpbfition, at 
his firft interview greatly offended the tzaf, as 
well by his freedom of fpeech, as becaufe he was 
aiot commiflioned to give a final afi'ent to the 
marriage, but only to receive a more explicit 
offer, and tranfmit it to the queen. The tzar, 
junaccuftomed to brook delay, declared, " that 
r,o ebftacle fhould prevent him from marrying 
ibmc Kinfwoman of her majefty 's ; that he ihould 

fend 
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fend again* into England to have fome one of 
them to wife ; adding, that if her majefty would 
foot, upon his next emb^ffy, fend him fuch.au 
one as he defired, himfelf would then go ixjtQ 
England, and carry his treafure with him, and 
marry one of. them there." Sir Jerome Bowes, 
probably in conformity to his inftruftions, threw 

i 

obftacles in the way of the marriage: inftead of 
fpeaking favourably of lady Hattings, he men* 
tioned her perfon with indifference, and denied 
that ihe was any t relation to the queen ; adding, 
with fome marks of contempt, that his miftrels 
had many fuch nieces. By thefe means the af- 
fair was fufpended ; and the negotiation finally 
terminated by the death of the tzar in the be- 
ginning of the following year. 

It appears from tliefe archives, that the eor- 
refpoudence between the Ruflian and, JEngliih 
ibvereigns, which began with Ivan, did not 
;ceafe upon his demife. The amity, indeed, be- 
tween the two courts Was fo. firmly eftablifhed> 
that Charles I. fent a corps of troops, under 
colonel Sanderfon, \o the afliftaucc of Michael 
Feodbrovitch, againft Ladiflaus king of Po- 
land; tmd Alexfcy Michaelovitch occafionally 
furniilied Charles, in the period of his greateft 

> 

diftrefs, with money and corn. The laft letter 
from our unfortunate fovereign to Alcx£y is 
dated Ifle of Wight, June l, 1648, and was 

written 
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written during his confinement in Carifbrook-* 
Caftle. I obferved one from Charles II. to thtf 
tzar, announcing the execution of hi& father i 
it is dkted September the 1 6th, 1 649, and was 
brought to Mofcow by Lfcrd Culpepper* 

During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Alex£y 
maintained a conftant correfponrlence with the 
exiled Charles. He was accuftomed to declare^ 
that all monarchs ought to efteem the caufe of 
Charles L as their own, and fhould not, by 
countenancing an ufurper, encourage fubjeSs to 
rebel againft their king. In conformity to thefe 
fentiments he refufed, for fome time*, to hold 
jyiy intercourfe with the protecior; and thefe 
archives contain no letters between Cromwell 
and the tzar. 

The reftoration of Charles IT. renewed the 
harmony between the two courts; and' as front 
this interval the difpatches received from Eng- 
land were fo numerous as to require feveraf 
days to examine them with attention, I. was 
compelled to retire without fatisfying my cu- 
riofity. Thefe papers containing a complete 
hiftorical feries of the alliances, connection, cor- 

* I (ay for fome time j for although, if I rightly remember, theft 
archives contain no difpatches between the tzar and Cromwell, yet 
it is certain, that afterwards Alexey maintained a correfpondenctf 
with the protector, and had once contented to receive his cmhafla* 
dors at Mofcow. See the Chapter on the Rife and Progrefs. of thM 
Englifh Trade to Rufiia, in the next volume. 

8 rdpondence, 
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refpondence, and commerce, between Ruflia and 
England, would form an interefting publication, 
if printed in chronological order, and interfperf* 
ed with hiftorical obfervations. 

I had fcarcely time to glance over the nume- 
rous ftate-papers which relate to the other Eu- 
ropean powers ; but the keeper of the archives 
did not omit pointing out to me one document 
of great importance hi the hiftory of Ruflia: I 
allude to the famous letter, written in the Ger- 
man tongue*, from Maximilian I. emperor of 
Germany, to Vaflili Ivanovitch, confirming a 
treaty of alliance againft Sigifmond king of Po- 
land. This difpatch, dated Auguft the 4tb, 
1514, and ratified with the feal of the golden- 
bull, is remarkable becaufe Maximilian addreffes 
Vaffili by calling him Kayfer und Herrfcher aller 
Ruffcn ; Emperor and ruler of all the Ruffias. 
This deed, difcovered by baron Shavixof in the 
archives in the beginning of this century, firft 
fuggefted to Peter the idea of affuming the 
title of emperor. The claim gave rife to va- 
rious negotiations, and occalioned a curious 
controverfy among the learned, concerning 
the rife and progrefs of the titles by which 
the monarchs of this countrv have been drf* 
tinguifhed. The early fovereigns of Ruffia were 

# The reader will find a copy of the original German in Weber's 
Verandertes Rufsland, v. I. p. 357; and a faithful translation in 
Perry's State of Ruffia; p. 258. 

called 
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(Jailed gfeat-dukes ; and Vaffili Ivafiovitch* 
was probably the firft who ftyled himfelf tzar, an- 
expreflion which) in the Sclavoniari language* 
fignifies king ; his fuceeflbrs continued to bear 
within their own dominions that title as the moft 
honourable appellation, until Peter the Great 
firft took that of Povilitel, or emperor. It i* 
neverthelefs as certain, that the foreign courts f, 
in their intercourfe with that of Mofcow, ftyled 
the fovcreign indifcriminately great-duke, tzar* 
and emperor +* With rcfpeft to England, iri 
Chancellor's Account of Ruflia, Ivan Vaffilie- 
vitch H. was called lord and emperor of all Ruft 
fia ; and in the Englifli difpatches, fi^om the rergri 
of Elizabeth to that of Anne, the fovereign was 
generally addrefled under the fame appellation. 
We may at the fame time- remark, that when thb 
European powers ftyled the tzar emperor of Muf- 
covy, they by no means intended to give him a 

* 

* The appellation of tzar was not taken; as fome authors fup- 
pofe, from the Tartars, when Ivan conquered Cafan, for the prince 
of Cafan was called Khali. 

f This is aflerted upon the pofitive teftimony of Herberfteh>j 
and his authority is unquestionable, becaufe, as he was twice em- 
baffador to JVfofcow, the firft time toVaflili Ivrmovitch, and after- 
wards to Ivan Vaflilievitch II. he muft have beeh acquainted with 
• the titles borne by thefe two fbvereigns. Other authors fuppofe- 
that his fan Ivan was the firft who aflumed the title of tzar. 

X According to Mayerberg, the title of Alexey Michaelovitch 
prefixed to his Code of Laws, was " Tzar, et Magnus Dux totius 
Rufliae Autrocator." Iter ih Mof. p. 1 i$. 

title 
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< title fimilar to that which was peculiaf to the 
emperor of Germany ; btrt beftowed upon him 
that appellation as upon an Afiatic fovereign, 
in the fame manner as we now fay the emperors 
of China and Japan. When Pfeter, therefore, 
determined to aflume the title of emperor, he 
found no difficulty m proving that it was con- 
ferred upon his predecefTors by moft of the Eu- 
ropean powers; yet, when he was defirous of 
affixing to the term the European fenfe, it was 
confidered as an innovation, and Was produ&ive 
of mote negotiations than would have been re- 
quifite for the termination of the moft impor- 
tant ftafce-affair. After many delays and objec- 
tions, the principal courts of Europe confented, 
about the year 1722, to addrefs the fovereign of 
Ruffia with the title of emperor, without preju- 
dice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned heads 
of Europe*. 

Th? 

« 

• Many authors have erroneously advanced, that the Engliih 
embaflkdor, Lord Whitworth, foon after the battle of Pultava, 
gave, by order of queen Anne, the title of emperor in its European 
fenfe to Peter the Great;. But the following extracts from a difpatch 
of Lord Carteret to Sir Luke Schaub, the Englifli minifter at Paris, 
which fell under my obfervation fince I finiflied the account in- the 
text, will fully contradict thefe attentions, and are here inferred, be- 
* caufc they will help to throw farther %ht upon this fubjecK The 
United Provinces and the king of Prui£a had, in 171 1, acknow- 
ledged Peter's . right to the title of emperor; but the courts of 
London and Paris withheld their content. Poring the negotiation 
- vol. i. * a feverli 
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The archives contain aUb thirteen volumes of 
letters, journals* notes, and other manufcripts, 

•sjevcnu aupsEcncs panca uuwun 10m vairerei^ icucuiy os mw ^ 
cardinal Dubois, and fir Luke Schaub, English miniftrrs at Paris. 

** Le cardinal,* 4 * writes lord Carteret, in one of his difpatches to 
fir Lake, dated Jan. 1721-2, M croit qu'on ponrroit accorder le 
ticre de femperewxu tzar, de maniere que les couronnes n'en fof- 
lent point prejudicies." 

*' Le Roy [George L] a trouv£ la reponfe tres fage, que le cardi- 
nal a faite aux miniftres do czar touchant lademande du titre 47sb- 
fereur. Nous agirons de concert, avec fon eminence dans cette af- 
iaire. Et pour lay donner les cclairciflements quelle ibuhaite, ton- 
chant ce qui s'eft pane entre la Grande Bretagne et le czar a regard 
du titre, je vous envoye un extrait, qui a 6te tire des regiftres de 
not archives, pour luy ctre communique. Les mininres Motco- 

1 

▼ites ne font nuuement fondez en ce qu'ils aljegueut que ce titre a 
txi accorde au czar comme une partie de la fatisfa&ion dans 1'anah* 
de Matueof. H eft conftant que Ton ne fit aJors aucun changement 
a cette occafion la. 

u £n examinant le (Hie, dont les roya de la Grande Bretagne fe 
font fervis, en ecrivant aux czars de Mofcovie, on eft remonte juf- 
qu'au terns de la reine Elizabeth. On trouve qu'on leur a toujour* 
ecrit en Anglois, et que Cette prineeue, 
An. 1559. Se fervoit du ftile tfempereur et de bigbnefs. 

1616. Le roy Jaques I. de celuy ttempereur et de nujefij. 
1633 . Le roy Charles L 
1666. Le roy Charles II. 

1687. Jaques II. et Guillaume III. de celuy femftrovr et 
l6j£. fimperUdmajefy. 

1707. La reine Anne s'eftfervie dnilile dUmperour tt d % imperiat 
majefa jufqu'a Tan 1707, et alors on commenca a ecrire 
commander, Sec. et cxaric majefy. ' 
170I. En 17089 le 19 Juillet et le 19 Septembre, cammamitret 
imperial majefiji et le 9 Novembre de la mejne annee 
empercur et imperial majefy. En 1709, 1710^ 1711^ 
emferour et imperial meyefa 

Ea 
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of Peter the Great, written with his own hand ; 
thefe papers fufliciently ihow the indefatigable 

pains. 

En 1712, 1713, 1714, tmpmur et c%are<m> cxarj/b, et 
imperial majefy, tantot Tun, tantot 1'autre, et fouvent 
czarijb tt imperial truyefy) dans une meme kttre. 
En 1714, le 27 Septembre, le (tile de la lettrede notifi- 
cation de l'avenement du roy a. la Couronne, eft, emft- 
row ctjutr majt/tyytt dans plufieurs autres Iettres depuit 
ce temps la cxarifa on tmptryd mejtfy, et quelquefbit 
jour maje/fy (implement* 

Voicy le titre entier. 

To the mod high, moft potent, and moft illuffcrious* our moft dear 
brother, the great lord czar, and great-duke, Peter AleXejewitz, 
of all' the Greater, Lcffer, and White Ruffia, Self-Upholder of 
Mufcovia, Kiovia, Ulodomiria, Novogardia, czar of Cazan, czar 
of Aftrachan, czar of Siberia, lord of Plexoe, and great-duke of 
Smolenfko, Tueria, Ugoria, Permia, Vlatkya, Bolgaria, and other*, 
lord and great-duke of Novogardia, and of the Lower Countries of 
Czernegorfky, Refanflcy, Roftovefky, Yeroflave, Beloorzeriky, 
Udoriky, Obdorflci, Condinfki, and empereur of all the Northern 
Coafts, lord of the Lands of Iverfky, Cartilinfky, and Gruzenfley, 
czar of the Lands of Caberdin(ky, Czereafky, and duke of the 
Mountains, and of many other Dominions and Countries, Eaft^ 
Weft, and North, from Father, and from Grandfather, Heir, Lord 
and Conqueror* 

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the cardinal Dubois, writes t Leroi 
concoura fans difficulte avec fa majefte* tres Chretienne a faire ce que 
V. Eminence jugera convenable, par rapport au nowvtau ikre quo 
le czar demande, et un parfait concert a faire efperer a ce prince una 
telle cbraplaifance pour fervir a le gagner, et a nous faire tircr fruits 
de fbn ambition. Jan. 30, 1721-2. 

And in a difpatch to Sir Luke Schaub, he thus exprefles him- 
felf : La coutume icy a toujour* €t€ d'ecrire aux czars de Mofcovie 
fur da velin enluminfe peint et dore", cbmme on fait aux empemur* 
de Maroc et Fez, et a pluiieurs autres princes non-Europeens lef- 

IB2 quel* 
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pains with which that great monarch noted 
down the minuted circumftances, that might 
prove ufeful in his extenfive plans for v the civili- 
zation and aggrandifement of his country, 
Muller has lately given to the public feveral let- 
ters and other pieces of this kind, which throw 
a confiderable light upon the tranfa&ions of Pe- 
ter's reign, and afford (hiking inftances of his 
perfevering genius. . 

From the archives we repaired to the uni verfity, 
alfo fituated m the Khitaigorod : it was founded 
at the inftance of count Shuvalof; by the em- 
prcfs Elizabeth, for fix hundred Undents, who are 
clothed, boarded, and inftru&ed at the expence 
of the crown. We were received, with great ci- 

quels felon cette coutume feroient egaleraent fondez dlnfiiler furJe 
titre d'empereur. On n'a jamais voulu changer l'ufage e*tably, 
quoique les Mofcovites l'ayent fort folicite duranfc l'ambauade de 
my lord Whitworth a Mofcow. Ce miniflre s'excufa toujours d'en 
faire la proportion. II leur dit, qu'il leur donneroit le titre, fens 
difficult*, tel qu'il le trouvoit etabli 5 mais qu'il ne leur confeilloit 
pas de remuer cette matiere, ni de s'eclaircir trop foigneufement fur 
quel pied on leur doanoit ce titre. JLes Moffovites criirent fon avis 
bon pout lors. Quand my lord Whitworth et Mr. ramiral Norris 
fu.ent charges, d'une commiffion auprez du czar a Amilerdam, il* 
n'eurent que des lettres de cachet, dont le ftile etoit votre majefie\ 
les miniftres Ruffiens en firent d'abord quelque fcrupule, mais n'y 
iniifterent pas. 

Thefe extracts are drawn from Sir Luke SchauVs State Papers, 
in the rare and ample collection -of the earl of Hardwicke, anohle- 
man as diitinguiihtd for the extent, as the liberal communication of 
his knowledge* 

. _ * " . . vihty^ 
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vility, by the dire&or of the univerfity and pror 
feffors, who condu&ed us firft to their printing? 
pffice. One of the preffes being at work, feveral 
iheets were ftruck off and prefented to us as fpe* 
c j mens of the Ruffian typography ; on examine 
ing them we found a complimentary ^ddrefs to 
ourfelves in the Engliih and Ruffian, language*, 
of which tlie annexed engraving is a fac-Jimile. 

We next proceeded . to the univerfity library, 
which contains a fmall collc&ion of books, and 
a moderate apparatus of experimental philofo*- 
phy. On taking leave of the dire&or, he oblig- 
ingly prefented me with a Grammar of the Tar- 
tar language, which is taught in this fociety, a 
Syllabus of a year's le6tures, and a Catalogue of 
the G?eek Manufcripts in the library of the Holy 
Synod. An e^traft from the Syllabus* will dif- 
play to the reader the general -ftudies, and the 
principal books ufed in this univerfity for the in- 
iiru&ion of the ftudents- 

l, A courfe of le&uits on the Hiftory of the 
Ruffian Law, on Nettelbadianus, Syfttma uni~ 
verfa Jurijprudentice, and on the Ju* Cambiale; 
eight hours a week. 2. On Cicero's Orations 
againft Catiline, the fixth book of Virgil's 
EneicJ, pteys of Plautus and Terence, inftruftjons 
on the manner of writing Latin and Ruffian 

• It is entitled *f Catalogus prseleftionum publicarum in Univet* 
(itate C«&rea Mofquenfi habendarum.'V , 

bus verfea 
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verfes from the examples of Horace and LomcK 
nofof ; an expofition of the panegyrical orations 
of Lomonofof, together with tranflations and 
exercifes in Latin and Ruffian profe : eight hours 
a week. 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and 
Optics, from Weidler's Mathematics Inftitu- 
tiones ; and experimental philofophy from Km- 
ger's Compendium. 4. On antient and modern 
hiftory. 5. Introdu&ion to the knowledge of 
moral philofophy, from Bielfield's Inftitutes* 
A On clinic medicine, or the remedies ufed by 
antient' and modern phyficians, from VogeFs 
Compendium. .7. On the pande&s, from the 
Compendium of Heineccius, and a companion 
between the Roman and Ruffian law : eight hours 
a week. Profeffor Defaitfky, who reads this leo 
ture, teaches alfo the Englifli language from a 
Gramtnar compiled by himfelf : four hours a 
week. 8. Logic and metaphyfics from Bau» 
jneifter's logic, eight hours ; and four geometry 
and trigonometry,* from Weidler. 9* On phytic 
under the following heads : pathology, dietetics, 
and therapeutics, from Ludwig's Compendium, 

10. On Botany, after the fyftem of Linnaeus. 

11. Anatomy from Ludwig. 12. On the ety* 
jno l°gy> fyntax, and ltyle of the French tongue: 
eight hours. 13. Etymology, fyntax, andftyle 
of the German. 

Befide the univerfity, there are two gyranafi^ 

x * or 
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er feminaries, for the education of youth, en* 
dowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are taught 
divinity, claffics, philofophy, the Greek, Latin, 
Ruffian, German, French, Italian, and Tartar 

r 

languages ; hiftory, geography, mathematics, 
algebra, archite&ure, fortification, artillery, 
drawing and painting, mufic, fencing, dancing^ 
reading, and writing/ THert are twenty-three 
profeffors : amongft thefe, the Syllabus informed 
me, that Mr. Alexief teaches divinity two hours 
in the week. Mr. jMatthaji, profeffor and re&or 
of both feminaries, explains fome of Cicero's 
Orations and felefi Epiftles, Libanius's Letters, 
Emefti's Oratorical Effays, Xenophon's Anabqfis, 
teaches the Roman antiquities from Burman's 
Compendium,' and continues his ufual Latin 
exercifes upon oratory, Mr, Sinkovfki, every 
morning from feven to nine, treats of the prin- 
ciples of rhetoric, particularly concerning the 
JPeriodologia, both as to theory and praftice, 
from Burgius's Elerricnta Oratoria; explains 
Cacfar's Commentaries and J uftin; employs hi$ 
fcholars in' Latin and Ruffian tranflations, and in 
the etymology and fyntax of the Greek tongue: 
reads Plutarch «{i IItv^c; and, from nine to 
twelve oa Mondays, Wedixefdays, and Saturdays, 
Ovid's Metamorphofis, and conne&s mythology 
vith antient hiftory and geography. Mr. Tiher- 
jbotayef, extraordinary profeffor of logic and mo- 

JB4 n#tty, 
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rality/and under-librarian to the uni\nerfity^ fcuf 
hours in the week, cofnments upon ffsimcciiel^ 
mentQ philofophiaz rationalis et rnoralis, ad weH 
in the original Latin, as in the. Ruffian * tranfla* 
tion, for the benefit of thofe who are unacquaint- 
ed with the Lfttin tongue. Mr. Urb§nflu gives 
infiru&ions in rhetoric from the Compendiain of 
Burgius, both in theory and pra&ice. Mn HpIt 
bexftof explains Count Tcflin's Letters to a young 
princef. 

The account of the ^«ek manufcripts in the 
library of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, prefenta^ 
tome by the dire&or, bore this tftle;., ".JVotifia 
codicum manufcriptorum Graeporum Bi&liothe- 
carum Aftfquenjiumfan&ijjimae fynoii JZcale* 
fiat prtkodo.vae Gracco-Ri^kae, cum %tfrii$ 
anecdotis, tabulis aetwis et indkiim focuptetife 
Jimis. Edidit Chnijiianus Fredemcm ) Mattkaei, 
Gymnajiorvm Univerjitatis Mafqumjis Hedar> 
Mofquae, typis Unirer/itatis, Anno I776 r ?v ;6piia 
The author is ChriiHan Frederick . Matthe^vft 
learned German, who\ was- -educated at Leipfic 
under the celebrated Ernefti, and had jaAreaiJy; 
difplayed his erudition, by feveral excellent edi- ; 
tions of the claffics. Being drawn toMofoowby, 

the liberality of the empceis, he w#* appointed a> 

» . * 

* • '  ! i . > ' • ' "  * 

• ' , *   * * • *' 

* lis praecipue, qui linguae Latinae funt ignari, nee fua fludiai 
academica in univeriifttfi u'itetfus profcqui pfcfltmt. 

t The king of Sweden when prince toyajj . -, ' . 

, . - * t .,. ... - profeffor 
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profefibr of this imi verfity. < Soon after his ar« 
rival, he turned his attention to the ftate of 
Greek literature, and explored, the, curious col~ 
lefition of Greek manufcripts in the library of the 
Holy Synod, the greater part of which had, at 
the fuggeftion of*the patriareh Nicon, been col-r 
le6feed by the monk Arfenius from the raouaftery 
of Mount Athos, 

. As a catalogue of tbefe manufcripts, published 
"by Athanafius Schiada, at the command pf Peter 
the Great, was exceedingly inaccurate, Mat- 
thai * was encouraged by Prince Pbtemkin, the 
great patron of antient literature/ who defrayed 
the expence of the publication, to undertake 
jthis work upona more extenfiye plan. Accord- 
ingly, in 1776,* the learned- editor gave to the 
public the firft part, in which he has laid down 
an • accurate and circumftantial. detail of fifty- 
one> jiftanufcripts, accompanied with judicious 
remarks and critical ihquirics, He defcribes the 
materials upon which each man ufcript is written; 
fpecifiesUhe age^ contents, and .author, the* 
number of pages, and the firft and laft words : 
he points out alfo the different proprietors. The 
author puopofes, to continue the publication at 
different interv<als, until he has finished the ac- 

ifpunt But as it would require many years thus 

~' •, r . , •'' 

. * Harris has enumerated the editions publiihed by MatthaeL 
fhilof. Inquiries, p. 564. 

- . minutely 
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minutely to defcribe all the manufcripts, which 
amount to 502 ; the learned author has, in the 
mean while, favoured the public with a complete 
catalogue, in alefs circumftantial manner*. To 
this index is prefixed a fatisfa&ory and compre- 
henfive introdu&ion ; in which, after informing 
m that he compiled it for the ufe of prince Tufa* 
pof, an enthufiaft in Greek literature, he give* 
a brief account of the principal manufcripts. 
He enumerates feveral of the Septuagint, and 
one in particular of the Books of Kings, wjiich ia 
of the ninth century, and contains, in fome 
places, many various readings, materially dif- 
' fering from the printed editions. He mentions 
alfo feveral of the New Teftament ; fome ac- 
companied with antient commentaries, which 
have never been publifhed, and which the inge* 
ntous author has tranfcribed, collated, and pre* 
pared for the prefs. The moft antient of thefe 
was written at different periods ; the firft part fo 
early as the feventh or eighth century, and the 
remainder in the twelfth and thirteenth. Thi$ 
colle6tion, he adds, though fchiefly confined to 
theological fubjefts, is by no means deficient in 
the claffics; among which he notices Homer, 
JEfchylus, Sophocles, Demofthenes, JEfchines, 

* " Index codicum itianufcriptorum Graccortihi Bibliothecarura 
Mofquenfmm fan&iffimae Synodi ecclefiae orthodoxae Graeccv 
Rufficae: edidit Chriftianiis Fridericus tylatthaei. Pctropoli, typis 
Academiae Scientiarum, 1780/* 4to. 

Hefiod, 
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Hefiod, Paufanias, Plutarch, and a moft beauti- 
ful Strabo, which he has collated for the new 
edition of that author, preparing for the Claren- 
don prefs by Mr. Falkener of Oxford # . 

In this library of the Holy Synod Matthsei 
difcovered an antient hymn to Ceres in a manu- 
script of Homer, written about the conclufion of 
the fourteenth century, but which he fuppofes a 
tranfcript from an antient and valuable copy: 
this manufcript, befide a fragment of the Iliad, 
contained the fixteen hymns ufually attributed 
to Homer, in the fame order as they are generally 
printed. At the end of the (ixteenth he fouhd 
twelve verfes of a hymn to Bacchus, and a hymn 
%p Ceres, which, excepting the laft part, was en* 
tire. Matthsei, well acquainted with the delays 
which would attend the publication at Mofcow r 
ient a copy of the hymn to the celebrated Run* 
kenius, of the univerfity of Ley den, who gate it 
to the public in 1780 ; and twenty lines being 
omitted by miftake, he put forth a fecond edi- 
tion the following year f . 

• It was a considerable difappointraent to me, that Mr. Matthai 
was abfent from Mofcow during my continuance in that city, as I 
Jhottld have derhred great information from his acquaintance. I 
have likewife to regret* that, on account of his abfence, I could not 
obtain a fight of thefe manuscript*. 

f Homeri Hymnut in Ccrerem nunc primum editus a David* 
Runkcnio. 

The 
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The learned editor has prefixed a critical dif- 
quifition, in which he aflerts that the hymn is 
undoubtedly of greafr antiquity, and written, if 
not by Homer himfelf, yet certainly by a very 
diligent imitator of his ftyle and phrafeology, 
Thoiigh the ftyle and plan of this hymn appears 
to me (as well as to the celebrated editor) infe«* 
rior to Hqmer, and in fome places upworthy of 
him ; yet tljis argument, depending on the tafte 
and feelings of the reader, will not operate on 
all with equal force ; nor will even they who 
allow its inferiority to the other produ&ions of 
the divine poet, be inclined tp grant the con- 
clufion, that it is not his work ; becaufe Homer 
might in one particular compofition fall below 
his ufual ftandard of excellence. A ftronger 
proof againft its originality may be drawn from 
tfoe.words, phrafes, and inflexions occurring in 
this poem, which are either of alater date than 
the age of Honier, or not found in his unfuf- 
pe&ed -works. Some of thefe are enumerated by 
the editor *. 

* The claflical reader, who is defirous of further information re- 
lative to the genuinenefs of this antient poem, is referred to the 
kft edition of the hymn by Runkenius, and to the preface of Mr* 
Bole's Tranflation.' 



c. & m o I c o wv sal 






C H A P. 6. 

Retail trade in the Khitaigorod*— Market for the fale of houfes.— , 
Excellence of the police in cafes of riot or fire.— Chefs comma* 
in Ruffia.— -Account of the Foundling Hofpital.— Excurfion to 
the Monaftery of the Holy Trinity.— Delays of the poft.— De- 
fcription of the monaftery.— Tomb and hiilory of Maria titular 
queen of Livonia.— -Tomtx and character of Boris Godunof, 

Ty^TOSCOW is the centre of the inland com- 
*•**> merce of Ruffia, and conneds the trade 
* between Europe and Siberia. 

The navigation to this city is formed folely by 
the Mofkva, which, falling into the Occa near 
. Colomna, communicates by means of that riyef 
with the Volga*. But, as ttc Mofkva is only 
navigable in fpring, on the melting of the fnow, 
the principal merchandize is conveyed on fledges 
in winter. 

% Almoft the whole retail commerce of the city 
is carried on }n the Khitaigorod, where, accord- 
ing to a cuftom common in Ruffia, as 'well as in 
mod kingdoms of the Eaft, the fhops and ware- 
houfes are collefted in one fpot. The place is 
like a kind of fair, confifting of many rows of 
low brick buildings ; the interval between them 
refembling alleys. Thefe fhops or booths occupy 

• For the communication of the Volga with the Baltic, iee the 
chapter on the Inland Navigation of Kuifia, in tht next volume. 

a confiderabk 
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a confiderable fpace, and do not, as with us, 
make part of the houfes inhabited by the tradef- 
men, but are ufually detached from their dwel- 
lings, which are moftly at fome diftance in ano- 
ther quarter of the town. The tradesman comes 
to his fhop in the morning, and rpturns to his fa- 
mily injthe afternoon. Every trade has its fepa* 
ate department ; and they who fell the fame' 
goods have booths adjoining to each other. 
Furs and flrins form the moft confiderable article 
of commerce in Mofcow, and the fhops vending 
thofe commodities occupy feveral ftreets*. 

Among the curiofities of Mofcow, I muft not 
omit /the market fof the fale of houfes. It is held 
la a large open fpace, in one of the fuburbs, and 
(exhibits ready-made houfes, flrewed on the 
ground. The purchafer who wants a dwelling, 
repairs to this fpot, mentions the number of 
rooms he requires, examines the different tim- 
bers, which are regularly numbered, and bar* 
gains for that which fuits his purpofe. The houfe 
is fometimes paid for upon the fpot, and removed 
by the purchafer; or the vender contra&s to 
tranfport and ere& it upon the place where it is 
defigned to ftand. It may feem incredible^ that 
4 dwelling may be thus bought, removed, raifed, 

ai}d inhabited, within the fpace of a week ; but 

> 

• According to Storfch, the number of (hops and warehouses in 
Mofcow amottnt to 6,000, of which the Khitaigorod contains 4,075* 

' . it 
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it will appear eafily pradicable by confidering 
that thefe ready-made houfes are in general 
merely colle&ions of trunks of trees, tenanted 
and mortaifed at each extremity, fo that nothing 
more is required than the labour of tranfporting 
and adj ufting them. 

! But this fummary mode of building is not al* 
ways peculiar to the meaner hovels ; as woodea 
iiru&ures of large dimenfions and handfomeap* 
pearance are occafionally formed in Ruffia, with 
an expedition almoft inconceivable to the inha- 
bitants of other countries; A remarkable in* 
fiance of this difpatch was difplayed during the 
laft vifit of the emprefs to Mofcow, Her majefty 
propofed to refide in the manfion of prince Ga- 
litzin, which is efteemed the completed edifice 
in this city ; but as it was not fufficiently fpa- 
cious for her reception, a temporary addition of 
wood, larger than the original houfe, and con-* 
taining a magnificent fuite of apartments^ ' waa 
finiihed within the fpace of fix weeks* This me- 
teor-like fabrick was fo handfome and commo- 
dious, that the materials were afterwards taken 
down and re-conftru&ed, upon an eminence 
near the city, as an imperial villa. 

In Mofcow I obferved an admirable police for. 
preventing riots, or flopping the concourfe of 
people in cafe of fires, which are very frequent in 
thqfe parts where the houfes are moftly of wood, 

and 
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fciid the ftrccts laid with timber. v At the eii J 
trance of each ftreet is a chevaus-de-frize gate* 
one end turning upon. a pivot, and the othei* 
rolling upon a wheel ; near it is a centry-box, in 
which a man is occafionally Rationed, In times 
of riot or fire the centinel ihuts the gate, and all 
jraffilge isi immediately flopped; 
r Chefs is fo common in Ruffia, that duriiig our 
continuance at Mofcow, I fcarcely entered into 
iny company where; parties were not engaged hi 
that diverfion ; and/ in palling the ftreets, I fte^ 
ijuehtly obferved the tradefmen and common 
people playing before the doors of their lhops 
to houfes< The Ruffian* are efteemed great pro- 
ficients in chefs* With them the queen has, ill 
addition to the other moves, that of the? knight^ 
which, according to Phillidor, fpoils the game, 
tmt which renders it more complicated, and of 
courfe more interefting. The Ruffians play alfo 
it chefs with four perfons at the fame time, two 
againft two j for which purpofe the board is 
longer than ufual, contains more meri, and is 
provided with a greater number of fquares: I 
was informed^ that this mode is more difficult, 
but more agreeable, than the common manner; 

Among the public inftitutiofis, the moft re- 
markable is the Foundling Hdfpital, endowed by 
the emprefs in 1 764, and fupported by voluntary 
contributions, legacies; and <?ther charitable 

gifts. 
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gifts*. To encourage donations, her. majefty 
grants to all benefa&ors fome valuable privileges, 
and a certain degree of rank in. proportion to 
the extent of their liberality. The hofpital, 
fituated in an airy part of the town on a gentle 
afcent near the river Mofkva, is a large quadran- 
gular building, part of which only was finiflied ; 
it contained 3000 foundlings, and, when the 
whole is completed, will receive 8000. 

The children are received at the porter's lodge, 
and admitted without recommendation. - The 
rooms are lofty and large; the dormitories, 
which are feparate from the work rooms, are 
airy, and the. beds not crowded: each found- 
ling, even each infant, has a feparate bed ; the 
bedfteads are of iron; the flieets are changed 
once, arid the linen three times a week. I was 
particularly {truck with the neatnefs of the 
rooms; even the nurferies were uncommonly 
clean, and without unwholefome fmells. No 
cradles are allowed, and rocking is forbidden. ' 
The infants are not fwaddled according to the 
cuftom of the country, but loofely dreficd. 

The dire&or obligingly favoured us with his 
company, and fhewed us the foundlings at their - 
jefpe&ive works. On his appearance the chil- 

* Betides thefe occasional fupplies, the in ft i tut ion is fupporfed 
by a lottery, tax upon public entertainments, and cards, which are 
damped by the Foundlings' Hofpita].— Richer Skizzeron-Moika. 
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dren crowded round him ; fom^ took hold of his 
arm ; fome held by his coat ; others kiffed his % 
hand* and alt expreffed the higheft fatisfa&ion^ 
Thefe natural and unfeigned marks of regard 
jvere convincing proofs of his mildnefs and 
good-nature; for children, ^hen ill ufed, nata- 
Wily crtiuch before thofe who have the manage- 
ment of them. I could be no judge whether 
the children were well inftru6ted, and the regular 
tioris well obferved ; but I was perfc&ly con- 
vinced,, from their behaviour, that thev were in 
general happy and contented, and perceived, 
from their looks that they were remarkably heal- 
thy; a circumftance owing to the uncommon 
care which is paid to cieanliuefs both in their 
perfon&'and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided into fcp£?ate claffesv 
according to their refpq&ive ages* The children 
remain in the nurfery two years, at the end of 
which term they are admitted into the loweft 
clafs. ; the boys and girls continue together until 
they are feven years of age, at which period they 
are fcparated. Both fexes are inftru&ed in read- 
ing, writing, and cafting accounts. The boys are 
taught to knit, card hemp, fla;x, and wool, and to 
work in the different manufactories. The <rirls 
learn to knit, net, and perform all kinds of needle- 
work ; they fpin and weave lace, and are em- 
ployed in cookery, baking, and houfe-work. 
. ..At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter 

into 
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into the firft clafi, and have the liberty of chuf- 
ing any particular branch pf trade : for which 
.fmrpofe different fpecies of manufa&ures are efta- 
blifhed in the hofpital ; the principal are em- 
broidery, filk (lockings, ribbands, lace, gloves, 
buttons, and cabinet-work. A feparate room, 
is appropriated to each trade. Some are in- 
grafted in the French and German languages, 
and a few of the boys in the Latin tongue; 

\ others learn mufic, drawing, and daiicin<r. 
About the age of twenty,, the foundlings receive 
-a fum of money, and feveral other advantages, 

- which enable them to follow their trade in any 
part of the empire : a confideralile privilege in 
Jluflia, where the peafants are flaves, and cannot 
leave their village without the permiflion of. their 
■•mafter. » - 

In another vifit which I paid to this hofpital^ 
Ifaw.the foundlings at dinner: the girls and 
boys dine feparately. Tlie dining rooms, which 
are upon the ground-floor, are large and vaulted, 
and feparated from their work rooms. The firft 
clafs fit at table, the reft ftand ; the little chil- 
dren are attended by fervants; but thofe of the 
firft and fecond clafs alternately wait upon each 
other.* The dinner confifled of beef and mutton 
boiled in broth, with ricef ; I tafted both,. which 
were remarkably good: the bread was very 
fweet, and.bak^d in the honfe, chiefly by tha 

ccs foundlings. 
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foundlings. Each foundling lias a napkin, pew- 
ter-plate, knife, fork, and fpoon: the napkin 
and tabTe-cloth are clean three times in the week. 
They rife at fix, dine at elevrti, and fup at fix. 
The little children have bread at fevcn, and at 
four. When employed in their neceffary occu- 
pations, the utmoft freedom is allowed, and they 
are encouraged to be as much in the air as poffi- 
l>le. The whole was a lovely fight ; and the 
countenances of the children expreffed the utmoft f 
cohtent and happinefs. 

In' the hofpital is a theatre, of which the de~ 
corations are the work of the foundlings : they 
conftru&ed the ftage, painted the fcenes, and 
made the drefies. I was prefent at the feprefen- 
tation of the Honnite Criminel, and the comic 
opera, Le Devin du Village, both tranflated into , 
the Ruffian tongue. Not understanding the 
language, I could be no judge whether they 
fpokc with propriety ; but was furprized tit the 
eafe with which they trod the ftage, and pleafed 
with the gracefulnefs of their a&ion. There were, 
fome agreeable voices in the opera. The or- 
cheftra was filled \tf\\\i a band by no means con- 
temptible, which confifted entirely of foundlings 
excepting the firft violin, who was their mufic-, 
matter. On this occafion the play was not, as 
ufual, concluded with a ballet, becaufe the prin-t 
cij:^l performer was indifpofed, which was n« 
& x  . fmali 
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fmall disappointment, as they dance ballets with 
great tafte land elegance. The emprefs, I am 
told, is induced to countenance theatrical re- 
presentations, which appear improper in a femi-/ 
Bary of this kind, from a defire of diffufing 
among her>fubje&s a tafte for that fpecies of en* 
tertainment, which ihe confiders a means of ci- 
vilization, and of enriching the Ruffian theatres 
with a conftant fupply of performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this ex * 
cellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge of the 
arts among the people, increafes the number of 
free fubje&s, and above all has confiderably di* 
^ninifhed the horrid pra&ice of infanticide, fo 
prevalent before the inftitution of this hofpitaL 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the 
country without vifiting Troitfkoi Klofter, or the 
monaftery of the Holy Trinity, which is diftin— 
guifhed in the annals of this country as the afy- 
1 urn for the Ruffian fovereigns in cafes of infurv 
re&ion ; and is more particularly known to for 
reiguers fof the refuge it afforded to Peter the 
Great, when he put an end to the adminiftration 
of his fifter Sophia*, 

The diftance from Mofcow to the monaftery 
being forty miles, we ordered poft-horfes to be 
ready at five in the morning, with an intentidii 

• Ste Chap. VIII. 
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of viewing the convent* and returning* by migflrt^' 
We hoped to complete, this escurfion in the time 
propofed ; but obftacles continually dccu? in fo- 
reign countries, unforefeen by thofe whd are iiot 
fufficiently acquainted with the manners of 'the' 
natives ; and an ignorance of the moft trivial 
circumftances, which better information might 
eafily have obviated, produces considerable em- 
barraflfment.. Some petty diftreffes of this nature 

7 , 

lengthened our expedition frt>m one to three 

 

days* i 

. We rofe at five in the morning; but werp de-^ 
tained by want of pbftrhorfes, which we fdund 
great difficulty in procuring, althbugb l the* 
order was figned both by the governor * of the. 
province! and of the city, and we importlmed 
the poft-malter with repeated meffages. The 
cafe is, that the price for the hire of horfes being 
inconfiderable^ the owners can employ them in 
other fewices to greater advantage ; and onltfeis 
account a ftranger, unlefs Accompanied with $ 
Ruffian foldifer to quicken the expedition of -thofe « 
who'fm:nifli*he poft, pnift meet with infinite de* 
lays. * We were, indeed, ftrongly advifed by ibme' 
of our acquiriniince to ufe- this precautions but 
imprudently omitted it, to our gre«it' insonVG* 
nience, as wfc foon experienced. ' 

- After waiting nine hours, we at length/thou ghfe 
Pfyrfejves fortunate in feeing J;he pofMiorfes make 

8 #F# 
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their appearance about two in the afternoon; 
and fet off with an expe&ation of proceedings 
without interruption to Bretofthina; where a re- 
lay was waiting for us. But the drivers flopping' 
at a village only four miles from Mofcow^ pe^ 
remptorily refafed tp caiTy us any farther. IA{ 
vain we produced t&e order for horfes ; they 
contended that it authorized us only to take them- 
from village to village, and on the ftrength ofi 
tljat conftru&ion returned without further cere- 
mony to Mofcow. Two hours more were em«^ 
ployed, a#d much broken Ruffian fpoken by 
our Bohemian interpreter, before we. wfere able* 
to ; prevail on the inhabitants to fupply lis 
with horfes, and were again depofited in a -vil-a 
tage about the diftance of three miles ; where 
all. the old procefs of altercation, threats, and* 
ptromifes, was renewed. In this manner we" 
continued wrangling and proceeding from village 
to village, which were thickly fcattered in this 
part of the country, until near midnight, when 
ve fdund onrfelves at Klifma, only feventeen 7 
miles from Mofcow, and took up our lodging in* 

 

a peafant's cottage* Our Boliemian fervant hav- 
ing fortunately devoted great part of the night 
m rambling to different houfes, and adjufting* 
the difficult negotiation for frefli horfes, we were* 
able to depart almoft by day-break, and had the 
fiiU farther fatisfa&ioij tp pafs over the imtnenfe 

c c 4 fpace, 
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{pace of {even miles without either halt or delay ; 
fo that by eight in the morning we reached Bre- 
toffltina, half-way between Mofeow and the con- 
vent Here we found a Ruffian ferjeant, whom 
prince Volkonfki had obligingly lent forwards to 
procure horfes, and accompany us during the 
remainder of our journey: the experience of 
the preceding day taught us the value of this 
military attendant 

At Bretoffhina we viewed a palace built by 
Alexfcy Michaelovitcb, in which he frequently 
refided ; it is a long wooden building, painted 
yellqw, only one ftory in height, containing, a 
fuite of fmall and low rooms. x This palace (if it 
defexves that name) has long been uninhabited. 
The *mprefs, pleafed with the beauty of the 
Situation, and refpe&ing the favourite refidence 
of Peter the Great's father, purpofed to build a 
large brick .palace near the fite of the old man* 
fion, and part of the#materials were already col- 
lected for that purpofe. On our return to the 
village we ordered the horfes, and were pleafed 
to find our order obeyed almoftas foon as iffued: 
wtf had, indeed, a fuccefsful agent in our friend 
tjie ferjeant; for the' peafants, who were begin- 
ning to wrangle, and rtiake their ufual alterca* 
tions, were inftantly dHperfed by his cudgel, 
whofe eloquence was more perfuafive than the 
jfloft pathetic jemopftr^nc^s. The boors were 

certoialjr 
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certainly accuftomed to this fpecies of rhetoric; 
for they bore it patiently, and with perfed good* 
humour ; and, the moment they were feated on 
the box, began whittling and finging their na- 
tional longs as ufual. We now continued 1 our 
route, and arrived at the convent, though dif- 
tant from Bretoflhina twenty, miles, without 
once flopping to change hprfes. 

Troitfkoi Sergief Klofter, qr v the monaftery of 
the Holy Trinity, at a little diftance bears thf 
appearance of a fmall town ; and, like many 
convents in thin country, is furrounded with 
high brick walls, ftrengthened with battlements 
and towers* The parapet is roofed witfy wood, 
and the wails and towers are provided with em~ 
brafures for mufkete and cannon : the whole is 
furrounded by a deep ditch. This place with- 
flood feveral fieges; and particularly baffled all 
the efforts of Ladiilaus prince of Poland, *'ho 
attacked it at the head of a large army. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks, . 
the walls enclofe an imperial palace, and nine 
large churches conftru&ed by different fove- 
resgns. The convent is a range of buikfing 
encircling a court, and far too fpacious for the. 
prefent inhabitants: it formerly contained soo 
monks; together with a proportionate number of 
ftudents, and was the richeft ecclefiaftical efta- 
Wifhment iu Jtuffia, Tfceir eftatps, & weH as all 

"the. 



/ 
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the other church-lands, being annexed to the 
crown, the members receive penfions* With thse^ 
revenues the number of monks is greatly dimi-* 
niihed,. and they do not amount to 100. The ; 
habit is black, with a veil, of the fame colour ;\ 
tliey eat no meat,, and the discipline of the drder 
is very ftrift. Within the- convent is a feminary 
for the education of perfons intended for-the^ 
church, which contained about aooftudents. 
, ' The imperial palace, which wW muph fre- 
quented when the fovereign 'refilled at Mofcow, 
is fmall ; one ' of the apartments is ornamented 
^ith reprefentations in' ftucco of the principal 
a&ions of Peter the Great. The nine churches 
*tre fplendid, and extremely ^ rich in gold and fil- 
Ver ornaments, and coftly veftments. The princi-' 
pal church has a cupola of copper gilt, and four 
domes, 'of tin or iron painted green. We afcended 
a new belfry, built by the emprefs Elizabeth, 
which is not an inelegant piece of architecture ; 
it commands a tine view of the adjacent country, 
\Vhich is gently waving, richly cultivated, pro- 
ducing much grain, -and thickly ftrewed with 
villages. The archimandrite or abbot of the mo- 
naftery being abfent, we could not obtain per* 
miffion to fee the' library, which occaiioned fome. 
regret, ' becaufe, according to Bufching, it con- 
tains a curious collection of books *\ . . . • - : 

s ' 

m- • + 

* Bufching's Erd-befqhreibung, v. I. p, %\%% 

la 



In the principal church a feir tombs drew my 
Attention. 

« 

The firft tras that of Mariat queen of Livonia, 
probably the only perfon who ever f bore that 
titfc, Atx empty honour, wjiich {he may truly be 
iaid to have purchafed at a dear rate. Maria, 
lineally defcended from Ivan VaffiUevitch I. was 
a relation of Iran II*. She efpoufed in 1575, 
•Magnus duke of Holftein f> and titular king of 

* ItAII VasSiLIEVI'TCHI. 

I 

r . 

Vassili Ivanovitch. Andrew Ivanovitch of 

| Staritza* died 1517. 



Ivan Vassimevjtch II. 






, 1 

Vladimir Andrevitch, 
died 1570.' 




Maria, married to Magnus. 



1 

'EUDOKIA. 

f Magnus was fon of Chriftiari III. king of Denmark, and is 
known in hiftory by feveral diiFerent appellations. He is fome- 
fitaes ftyled king 'of Livonia, from his mock-fovereignty in that 
country j fometiraes duke of Holftein, from his inheriting a portion 
of that duchy on the deceaie of his father j and bifliop of .ASfel, 
from his exchanging his part of Holftein for the biihoprics of w^fei 
and Courland, which he fecularited. Hoi berg, the Panifh hulo- 
rian, mentions a bond for 1500 marks, which was thus figned: 
" We Magnus, by the grace of God, Lord of MCe/i and VVic^ 
Uifhop 6f Courland, Adminiftratorof the bifhoprick of Reval, Heir 
©f Norway, Duke of Schlefwick, Holftein, Stormar, and Dirmarrti* 
Count of Oldenburgh and Delmenhurft." Titles, as the hiftoriina 
remark, which could not procure him even a finajl Aim of money 
without his bond. Holberg, v, II. p. 4^8 y 

. * J^ivoniaj 
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Livonia, who was raifed to that dignity by Ivan 
Vaffilievitch II. in an extraordinary manner. 
Livonia, bordering upon Rufiia, Sweden, and 
Poland, and reciprocally claimed and poffeffed 
by thofe three powers, was, in the middle of the 
iixteenth century, partly free, partly fubjeft to 
Poland, and partly to the Swedes^ when the tear 
made an irruption, and Conquered a (mall por- 
tion. Well acquainted, however, with the aver- 
lion of the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he de- 
clared, that he entered their country with no in- 
terefted views ; had no other ambition than to 
refcue them from the Swedifli yoke; and, re- 
nouncing all right of conqueft, would only ftyle 
hirafelf their prote&or : he, exhorted them to 
cleft for their fo vereign Magnus, brother of Fre* 
deric II. kiiig of Denmark, who, in the capacity 
^ of bifhop of Pilten, had fome pretenfions to Li* 
vonia. This propofal being cheerfully agreed 
to by a great party among v the natives, the 
tzar difpatched an erabafly to Magnus, who ac* 
cepted the proffered crown, and repairing with* 
out delay to Mofcow, was formally inftalled in 
his new dignity, upon condition of efpoufmg 
Maria, and paying an annual tribute to the 
tzar. 

Magnus, however, being oppofed by the 
Swedes, who maintained a large army in Live* 
nia, and not unanimoufly acknowledged even 
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by the natives, was dill only a, titular fovereign; 
and after a fruitlefs attempt to take poflefiion of 
his crown, continued to difplay his mock dig- 
nity at Mofcow. At length, in 1577, being 
efcorted to Livonia by the tz£r,' at the head 6f 
5O,000 troops, he obtained the town and terri- 
tory of Wenden, thfe remainder of the province 
being referved to Ruffia. 

Magnus was fcarcely admitted into Wendeny 
where he was received with great demonftrations^ 
of joyi than, defpifing a precarious fovereignty, 
he was prevailed upon by his new fubje&s to form 
% fecret alliance with the king of Poland; and 
jcounteraft the tzar's progrefe iji Livonia. Ivan, 
apprized of this negotiation, lai'd immediate fiegp 
to Wenden with a numerous army,and compelled 
the inhabitants to capitulate. Magnus himfelf 
carried the terms of capitulation, and, advanc- 
ing to fupplicate the incenfed monarch, tjirew 
himfelf at his feet, and interceded for the town. 
The tzar, fpurning at him with his foot*, and 

ftriking 

* Henning, author of the Li vonian Chronicle, relates tlju tranf- 
todion moreito the honour of Ivan* He is thus quoted by the au- 
thors of the Univerfal Hiftory, vol. XXXV. p. 242. " The tear 
J aid /lege to the place, fill, at the eameft requeft of the citizens, 
Magnus, with only a few attendants, went into the tzar's 'camp* 
and, -felling on his knees, begged- pardon for himfelf and the city* 
JBafilowitz no (boner few the king of Livonia thus proftrate before 
-him, than he difinounted from his horfe, and defired him to rife, 
/eturned.him his fword, and, after reproacning him with the ingra- 
titude 
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ftriking him in the face, loaded hirii with re-* 
proaches for his ingratitude, and ordered hiiA to 
prifori, and entering the town, hi* troops cozi}* 
mitted every, fpecies of horror and devaluation, 
» Many of the principal inhabitants, retiring ifcto 
the citadel, determined to defend it to the laft 
extremity ; but perceiving all refiftknoe fruitlefs, 
and expelling no quarter, they calmly aflem-* 
J>led, received ' the faerahient, and deftroyed 
themfelves by blowing up the citadel. Thus 
ended the kingdom of Livonia, four years after 
it was ere&ed into a fovereigmty. Magnus ob- 
tained his enlargement by paying a considerable 
fum of money, and ^repaired, with his confort 
Maria, to Pilten in Courland, where he died m 
1583, in extreme diftrefs*. After the death of 
her hu(band, Mari&.yas enticed into Ruffia, 

titude of his late conduct, freely pardoned hini and the city, and 
allured them of his protection. At this inftant a cannon-ball from 
the cattle narrowly miffed kiHing the tzar; which £6 incenfed him, 
that he mounted his harfe and rode away directly, fwearing by St. 
' Nicholas, that, for this frefh inftance of perfidy, every perfon in 
Wenden fhould fuffer death. Magnus was then put under an ar- 
reft in a farm-noufe,'and obliged to fign an obligation, by which 
b§ engaged to pay the tzar 40,000 Hungarian florins by the next 
Chriftmas, as a fatisfaftiott for the money taken from Polubenfkij 
and in cafe of failure of payment at that time, to forfeit double the 
fum, and remain a prifoner at Mofcow till the whole fhould be j3if- 
charged." I have followed the principal hiftorians of Sweden and 
Denmark, alfo Heidenftein, and Oderborg, who feem to have given 
\ * the raoft probable account of this event. 

• . * Holberg, vol. II. p. 488. 

and 



*nd thrown into a nuAnery with her only 
daughter Eudokia *'. She was never releafed from 
her confinement, and the time of her deceafe i£ 
uncertain. The remains, both of the queen and 
free daughter, were depofited in the convent of 
the Holy Trinity. * 

, In the lame church repofe the aflies of Boris 
Fcodorovitch Godunof, who, upon the demile 
of Feodor Ivaiiovitch in 1597, was raifed from 
9. private ftation to.thethrone of Ruriia. It is a 
circumftance extremely favourable to a virtuous 
Conduft, that a fovereign cannot commit one 
flagrant offence without fuffering the imputatiorf 
of many others ; and that fuppofititious cruel-r 
ties are always added to afts of real tyranny* 
This was the fate of Boris Godunof,, who, having 

* 

defervedly acquired the deteftation of pofterity r 
by the perpetration of one crime, has been un- 
juftly branded with infamy, even for thofe ac- 
tions which merit the higheft applaufe, 

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar 
anceftor, who came intoRuffia in 1329, q,nd, hav- 
ing embraced Chriftianity, affumed the name of 
Zachary. From Simon Godun, one of his de- 
scendants, the family was known by the furname 
<»f Goduno£ and was greatly diftinguifhed by 
the elevation of the perfonage now under confi- 
deration; 

• Fletcher's State of Raffia, Chap. V. 

Boris,. 
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Boris, foi^ of Feodor Ivanovitch, a nobleman 
of the Ruffian court, was born in 15€2, and in 
the «0th year of his age appointed, by Ivan 
Vaflilievitch IL to attend his fon prince -Ivan t 
being fucceffively promoted to higher office*, 
and obtaining additional influence by the mar* 
riage of his fifter Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch^ 
he was, upon that monarch's fiicceffion to the 
throne, created priVy counfellor, matter of the 
horfe, and invefted with the fole diredtion of 
affairs. 

Feodor dying without iffue, the ele&ion fell 
unanimoufly upon Boris Godunof, who owed 
his elevation to the high opinion which all par- 
ties entertained of his capacity and wifdom ; to 
the influence of his fifter Irene, and* to the art- 
ful manner with which he affc6led to decline, 
while he was moft ambitious to pofiefs, the 
crown. He deferved his elevation by his con- 
fummate abilities and. popular manners; and, 
for his political and civil deportment* he is 
jufily ranked among the greateft ft^tefmen of 
his age. 

Happy would it have been for himfelf and 
country, had he united moderation and huma- 
nity to thefe fplendid qualities. His. perfecution 
sf feveral noble families, who ftood- in the way 
of his ambitious defigns, and (till more the. 

afiaffination 
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afiaflirtation * of Demetrius, brands his charac- 
'ter with indelible infamy. But while we admit 
and deteft in this inftance the full extent of his 
guilt, let not our horror at this crime induce us 
to mifreprefent his moft laudable adlions. Let 
us not affert, with his enemies, that to turn the 
attention of the people from the cataftrophe of 
the prince, and to ingratiate himfelf in their fa- 
vour by an a& of public munificence, he pur- 
pofely fet fire to feveral parts of Mofcow, that he 
might rebuild them at his own expence ! Nor 
let us, with equal abfurdity and injuftice, ac- 
Cufe him of privately inviting the khan of the 
Tartars to invade Ruffia, that he might occupy 
the public with a foreign war, and acquire freili 
glory by repelling the enemy ! 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious 
crimes, that he poifoned Feodor; for the tzar 
had long laboured under a declining ftate of 
health f ; and, the year before his death, re- ' 
quefted a phyfician from England % . Even his 
paternal attention and unbounded generofity 
towards his fubjeds during a famine, which 



* This is not the proper place to inquire whether Demetrius was 
really affaffinated, or whether -he efcaped ? for the crime of Borig 
was the fame, whether his orders were carried into execution, or 
eluded. See the next chapter. 

-J- Fletcher fays of Feodor, thatjie was inclining to a dropfy. 
. J As appears from a letter in the Ruffian archives. 

Vol. I. d d [oaot 
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foon after his elevation to the throne, defolated 
Mofcow, was turned into an accufation againft 

i 

him : for it was infinuated, that from an abfurd 
delicacy, he would not permit foreigners to fup* 
ply the Ruffians with corn, and that he joined fe- 
veral banditti in plundering the houfes of the 
rich * ; calumnies ably and unanfwerably re- 
futed by Muller* But the brightest fplendour 
of abilities, and even the moft upright ufe of 
power, will not atontf for the ill means of ac- 
quiring it; and the time arrived, when Boris paid 
the 4>rice for the affaffination of Demetrius. 
The death and chara&er of Boris Godunof are 
thus delineated by an impartial hiftorian f- 

The party of the pretended Demptrius in- 
creafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked to him 
fronj all quarters. This cir cum fiance,* joined to 
the inaftivity of the Ruffian army, had fuch an 
«ffe6l upon Boris, that, driven to defpair, he 
fwallowed poifon J . He felt the firft effe&s o£ 
the poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were fo 
violent, that he had fcarcely time to enter into 



* This report, Mr. Muller conjectures, arofc fronvjhis compel- 
ling the bifhops and nobles, who had a fuperfluity of corn, to dif- 
pofe of it to the poor at an under price, S. R. G. V. ' 

-(• Muller, S, R. G. V p. 247. 

J Captain-Margaret fays, that h$ died of an apoplexy. Etat dc 
la Ruflie, p. n8, ' 

4 the 
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the monadic order before he expired. Accord- 
ing to the Ruffian cuftom, he changed his name 
from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe happened 
on the isth of April, or the 24th, according to 
the new ftyie, 1 605, after a reign of eight years 
and two months* 

" It muft be allowed that his death was a 
great lofs to Ruffia ; for if we except the uti- 
juftifiable means by which he raifed himfelf to 
the throne, and the cruelty with which he per- 
fecuted feveral illuftrious families, particularly 
the houfe of Romanof, he muft be efteemed an 
excellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge 
were his principal vices : on the contrary, pene- 
tration and fagacity, affability and munificence, 
. political knowledge, diligence in the adminif- 
tration of affairs, affiduity in introducing into 
Ruffia the improvements of foreign nations, in 
a word, unwearied attention to promote the ad* 
vantage of his country, and th6 welfare of his 
fubje&s, were confpicuous parts of his charac- 
ter. We are apt to overlook the vices of a 
fovereign in confideration of his princely vir- 
tues, and in this refpeft Boris is entitled to our 
efteem. When we add to thefe confiderations 
the long chain of calamities which fucceeded 
his cleath, his lofs could not but be fenfibly 

felt" 

His 
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Hifi remains were at firft deposed in the 
Imperial fepulchre at Mofcow; but were afteF- 
wards removed to the convent of the Holy 
Trinity *. 

• For the Hiilory of Boris Godimof, fee MuUer, S» R. G. Vol. VL 
^•27 to 249. 
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